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PREFACE. 


In issumg the third * and concluding ^6- 
luiue of tne an nals # ofj Madras in the Olden 
Time, the compiler has tft*do little more 
than express his gratification at having 
completed his original design of illustrating 
the history of the Presidency by means of 
the Government Records, fron> the period 
of the first foundation of F oft St. Georg© 
in l(»3i), down to the -occupation of Madras 
by tlio French in 17*6-48. The facilities 
afforded him by the Madras Government, 
have Jims enabled hiu| to fill up a blank in 
the history of India, afid to supply authen- 
tic illustrations of that century of which 
there had, been previously no published 
record worthy of the name ; antf he sin- 
cerely trusts that the labour' of love upon 
which he has been digged will afford some 
pleasure to his readers, act well as add to 
their knowledge of thedoingp in the Presi- 
dency in the days Jong gone by. 

The present volume, which is somewhat 
thicker than either of it. 1 * predecessors, pos- 
sesses sonic peculiarities to winch attention 
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may be specially drawn. Besides a com- 
plete alphabetical index of names to all the 
three volumes, a curious collection of quaint 
old rules and regulations has been added 
in th^ shape of an appendix. Above all 
the writer lias* been able to present his 
readers with a copy of a valuatye map of 
“Madras and its Environs in the year 
1733,” representing the actual condition 
/jf the Presidency as it was about a hun- 
dred and thirty yeaiv ago. This map 
was originally drawn during the'admin- 
istration of Governor George Morton Pitt, 
and has be&a < preserved in the depart- 
ment of the Chief Engineer. Moreover, in 
order to illustrate the' changes which have 
taken place since that period, a correspond- 
ing map has been dry wn on the same, sheet 
of “ Madras and its Environs in the present 
year of grace 1861.” At the same time two 
plans of the Fort St. George at correspond- 
ing dates are exhibited on the same sheet. 
For this map, wjjich so exactly illustrates 
the outward appearance of Madras in the 
Olden Time, the, compiler and his readers 
are equally indebted to the Madras Govern- 
ment. 

In thus announcing the completion of 
the first series of “ Madras ‘in the Olden 
Time,” the compiler by no means wishes 
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it to be inferred that his labours on the 
Records of this Presidency have been 
brought to a close. A glorious half cen- 
tury yet remains, ^vhich commences with 
the conquest of the Carnatic, and enjl» with 
the fell of Seringapatam, £trfd final triumph 
of the Brjiish arms from sea to sea. j£*t 
this period required a different treatment 
from that which has been aflbpted’ln dealing 
with the history of the preceding century. 
The political and * military transactions 
of the period have already perhaps been 
sufficiently narrated by Orme, Wilks, Duff, 
and other writers, whose nfftnes and works 
are alike generally y.nown. Accordingly 
it has bean deemed expedient to commence 
an entirely new work, which shall be alto- 
gether independent oi| the present annals. 
JBut this .proposed pt*n is not yet suffi- 
ciently matured, and indeed, The engage- 
ments of the compiler demand a brief brea- 
thing time. However, in thus presenting 
the public with the completion of his first 
work on the history Jft this Presidency, 
he may be permitted t<* express a hope 
that but a short time will elapse before he 
may be able £o resume his historical illus- 
trations of Madras in the Olden Time. 

Madras,* “> 

18 th December 1861. J 
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HISTORY OF THE MADIAS 
PRESIDENCY 


CHAPTER XXX?V 

GOVERNORSHIP OF/MR. JAMES MACRAE. 

1727. 

In the previous volume we brought the annuls 
of Mr. Macrae’s -government down to the middle 
of 1727. The present chapter comprises extracts 
from the records of six months only, namely the 
consultation books of the latter half of the year 1727, 
the selections we have made are almost entirely 
confined to tfcre£ subjects* * First, to the general 
survey of the houses, gardens, and otftfer tenements 
within the Company’s territories, which was car- 
ried out this year by a Committtee acting "in three 
divisions. Secondly, to the case of a Mr. Colin 
Campbell, who having lost large sums by specu - 
lating in the South Sea Company and other bub- 
bles of the day, had betaken himself to Madras to 
retrieve his fallen fortunes ; and who, being called 
upon to give hit reasons for not paying the sums 
he owed in England, delivered in such a singularly 
well written explanation of his Circumstances, that 
wc have thought jjroper to preserve* his narrative 
entire. Tliirdlv, to the remodelling of the Mavor’s 

i 
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Court, wlik-h was granted by the Royal Charter 
of 1726, and was carried out this year in the 
Madras Presidency. 

Governor Macrae’b survey of the town and 
suburbs*, of Madras, as they were some hundred 
and thirty years ago, may be best understood by 
reference to the consultation of 19tl^ December, 
1726, in which the following entry appears. 

“ Monday, 1 9tk'Decembev, 1726. The President 
moves that a general survey may be 'made of all 
houses, tenements" gardens and grounds, within 
the extent of the Honorable Company’s "bounds, 
that are not formed and comprehended under a 
cowle from them, in order to a better proportioned 
assessment, and for improving and making more 
effectual in future the Revenue of Quit rent and 
Scavenger’s duty ; which is agreed to as the most 
effectual expedient, and most conducive to the /aids 
proposed. And it be ak instruction to the gentle- 
men appointed to makdthis survey, that they do 
make inquiry*into the present value of houses, 
gardens, and other tenements ; what quit rent or 
scavenger’s duty they now pay ; and what those 
that are not assessed ought to pay in proportion 
to the value or produce. Also to inquire into the 
circumstances of the inhabitants, in order that an 
additional sum may be raised, if practicable to the 
Company ; and that the poor may be released by 
easing them, and assessing the wealthy who. are 
able to bear it higher. 

“ Resolved that Messrs. Turner, Emmerson, 
Powke, Hubbard, Houghton, and Pyot do make 
the said survey ; that they act tffc) and two toge- 
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ther, dividing the whole extent of thtf bounds in 
three divisions ; and that they report the same the 
5 th of April next, becqpse tjie Company’s imme- 
diate service will not permit them to perfect it 
sooner.” 

Uili reports of the three several Committees were 
not delivered in till the 27th of June, 1727. Th$se 
reports we shall give at length, as they throw con- 
siderable light upon the condition of Ihe Native 
inhabitants generally, and especially upon the 
state of sanitary reform in the olden time. It will 
be seen Ifiat the Committee of six was required to 
act in three divisions of two member^ each ; each 
division taking up a particular part of the Com- 
pany’s territory. At the conclusion of their 
labours each division sent# in a book of assessment 
which does not appear to have been preserv- 
ed ; ‘accompanied by a separate report already 
mentioned. Of the three* reports it will be re- 
marked that the third andlSst is by far the best, 
and a sort of story belongs to it. 'file two Com- 
mittee men appointed in that particular survey were 
both carried away by death ; and Mr.* Samuel 
Hyde was appointed to undertake their duty sing- 
ly. Mr. Hyde was strongly recommended to the 
Madras Government by the Court of Directors 
when first sent out to India ; both on account of 
his superior qualifications and the very high family 
to which he belonged. Mr. Hyde appears to have 
been a member of the great Clarendon family, 
which presented vicissitudes fts extraordinary as 
thos^in the life of Governor Macrae. Anne Hyde, 
daughter of the great Chancellor, had been the 
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ljj'st wife of James II ; and if we mistake not, her 
grandmother was a village girl who many years be- 
fore had gone to London to seek her fortune as 
a domestic servant. * But*' we have no space to 
dwell upon the general vicissitudes of families, and 
at once proceed tri extract the reports of the^Com- 
m\ttee of Survey. 

The report of the South' and Eastern division 
was as follows. 

“ To the Honorable James Macrae, Esq., and 
Council. 

“ Honorable Sirs, 

“ In pursuance to your orders of Council of the 
1 9th of l<tst 'Hecpmber, we now lay before your 
Honors our Book of Assessment on the division 
which fell to our lot ; u^rich were all the Com- 
pany’s bound to the southward of the White Town, 
one side of the Choultry Street, and all the Black 
Town within the walls to the eastward ,-of the 
Choultry Street. 

“ Our fordfaid Book of Assessment will show 
your Honors the sums the several houses and gar- 
dens were rated as in the last Bent 'Boll ; and in 
the said Book you will likewise observe what sums 
we have now put on the said houses and gardens, 
both for Quit rent and Scavenger’s duty. 

“ In going throhgh the several streets of the 
Black Town wa had the cries of many poor widows 
and decayed people, which obliged«us out of chari- 
ty and compassion to ease them what we could ; 
and that the amount of the Company’s duty of 
Quit rent and' Scavenger’s duty might be jnade 
more certain and not decrease, we were necessitat- 
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cd to put on tlie rich the small sums* we took of 
the poor. Some were so poor that we were oblig- 
ed to take all oil' ; others we cased by taking off a 
few fanams. These jftrson? are described in one 
of the columns of our Book of Assessment by the 
wor<j# “ very poor,” being wfote over against the 
persons’ i^pnes ; and those which we eased by only 
taking off a part of tlift duty, are described by the 
word “ poor” being wrote overtfgainst frheir names. 

“ We once thought that calling in the Bills of 
sale for the Black inhabitants liouse, would have 
helped Us in making a more proportionable assess- 
ment than formerly ; but upon their being brought 
us we found most of them* to f be Ad bills of a 
great many years standing, amounting to small 
sums of money ; so that^ on viewing the several 
houses, we found the greatest part of them had 
beep made new and large houses long since the date 
of thejiills of sale. Wherefore we were forced to 
proportion j»ur assessment* by the largeness and 
value of their houses, and ability of ^!he possessors, 
as near as We could judge. 

“ Our new assessment within our* division 
amount to 10 pagodas 6 fanams in the Quit rent 
more than in the last Bent Roll ; and in the Scaven- 
ger’s duty it comes to lh»fanams less. We should 
have been willing to have mtftle a greater increase 
in these branches of the Company’# revenues, could 
we have judged the inhabitants in circumstances to 
bear it. 

“ In and abou£ Triplicane*we found 67 houses 
and gardens which had no Quit Ant laid upon 
them ; so that we assessed each of them as near 
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ns we coiiid judge the value of them, and it 
amounts to 165 pagodas 31 fanams. These gardens 
have most of them been made out of sandy spots of 
ground, and are a great improvement to the place ; 
but are aa near as we can learn more an expense 
to the owners than any real gain to their estates. 

We have gone through all the streets in Tri- 
plicane Town but could fint very few houses to 
assess ; the inhabitants thereof being mostly Brah- 
mins, maintained by the merchants, and pooT pain- 
ters, gardeners, and other jabouring people. 

“ Thus having given your Honors an account of 
our transactions in obedience to your orders of 
Council, wc ' hope for your favourable approval 
thereof as no pains or fatigue therein have been 
spared by 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

'Natiianibl Turner. 

John Emmsrson. 

Fort St. Geof&e, 26th June, 1727.” 

The second report seems to have referred to the 
West and Northern division, and was as follows. 

“ Honorable Sirs, 

“ The division which fell to our lot was the west- 
ern part of the Black Town within the walls from 
the Choultry Street ; also all the Mutteal pettah, and 
what gardens avd grounds stretching out as far 
as the garden commonly called Addison’s Garden, 
now Sunca Hamah’s, on t>ne side of the road, to 
Pulicat and Narram’s on the mother. Through 
all which we Have been, and shall give you a des- 
cription thereof as we found them, and of the 
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methods we have taken to concur with ^your inten- 
tions. 

“ In the Black Town we find 638 houses ; the 
former Quit rent and Scavenger’s duty laiil thereon, 
both amounted to 613 pagodas and ^ fanams, 
whicjj we have now raised to 687 pagodas and 9 
fanams, the^difference is 24 pagodas and 2 fanams. 

“ In theMutteal pattali are 1405 houses, Aid 
among them we believe there a«e not ,ten worth 
300 pagodas each, and the inhabitants all misera- 
bly poor. Some arc Camenters, •Peons, and Coolies, 
and great numbers of beggars and Brahmins, who 
live in straw huts on the sand upon charity. 
Others arc poor widows and childrdh, who threw 
themselves at our feet as we passed along. We took 
off these sort of people a few fanams, and shared 
it among those whom we*thought, by the appear- 
ance of their houses and me information we could 
get of 4heir circumstance.!, better able to bear it. 
The former Quit rent affd Scavenger’s duty to- 
gether amounted to 410 pagodas *«d 3 fanams ; 
the present amount to 457 pagodas and 29 fanams. 
So that we *navo raised here 47 pagodas, and 26 
fanams ; and we humbly offer our opinion, it is 
as much as possible can be done without distres- 
sing the subjects. 

“ To the northward of this*Mutteal pettah are 
26 gardens, two whereof are undej cowle ■, viz. 

Maria Pois, which pays pagodas 7 0 per annum. 

The Company’s Garden 351 do. 


Total... 4«1 

by this no one Hunks the renters can .get any thing. 
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“ The amount of ti fee other three gardens was 
28 pagodas and 9 fanams, which we have now 
raised to 51 pagodas and 27 fanams ; so that the 
increase is 23 pagodat and *18 fanams. 

“ One«'of our Chctty’s gardens produces no- 
thing, being at present but a heap of sand ; never- 
theless we have laid on him but on^pagoda per 
annum ; also the garden of Chiniah Muftinh. 

“ We arc of opinion what part of this revenue 
has been every year wrote off to profit and loss, which 
commonly amounted to 2 Op or 300 pagodas, hap- 
pened thus : That whereas the Rental general and 
{Scavenger has always made up his roll in August 
for the year following ; before which is expired 
great numbers of people generally die in debt, and 
leave nothing but a poor ( widow and children, who 
are forced to suffer their .pots and pans to be sold 
to pay 3 or 4 or half a dozen fanams Quit rpnt ; 
and some there are thatHiave nothing but t,he bare 
•mat they lie on ; that cannot see how it can be 
avoided among such multitudes of poor people, 
and such a large sum of money to be collected in 
such small driblets. 

“ The care and method wc have taken in this 
affair we hope will meet your Honor’s approba- 
tion ; having duly hat^, at heart our Honorable 
Master’s future interest whose we are, and 
„ Your Honors 
Most obedient humble servants, 

Randal Fowke, 
J\mes Hubbard.” 

The third, *<md most important report of all, re- 
ferred to the Central division of Black Town, and 
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was written ns before said by Mr. Samuel Hyde. 
It was as follows. s 

•* Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

<f In compliance to ypm Honor's order for finish- 
ing the survey of that i>art of the Black Town 
called the Pedda Naick Pettah,* fiprmerly Tinder the 
direction of JNIessrs. Houghton and Pyot deceased, 
I herewith® present a m new ltoll of rates for tfie 
same ; whereby will appear sug|j. alterations as I 
have thought necessary for the relief of the poor and 
benefit to the Honorable Company : the whole 
amounting to 1329 pagbdas 19 fanams ; and the 
advance gained thereby 85 pagodas and 26 fanams ; 
which I believe is the most the inhabitants can 
bear, and is submitted to your* Honors for your 
approbation. 

“ As the annual and strenuous recommendation 
fror^j the Honorable Court of Directors to this Pre- 
sidency, for preventing of the bad debts yearly out- 
standing on the Scavenge*’^ account, have been 
the chief motives for your Honor’s appointing this 
survey ; 1 have carefully examined how those debt s 
have arose, and found the whole remains of the 
last years to be 174 pagodas, 1 7 fanams and 40 
cash ; of which above 60 pagodas arises from per- 
sons leaving their houses uninhabited ; the humour 
of the people being such, that m cases of mortality 
or misfortunes they had rather go up the country, 
and suffer theiy houses to decay •mauy years for 
want of repairs, than sell them out of the family. 
The Scavenger can have no defence against such 
loss, and though the said debts are # wrote off for 
that vear, yet the annual rates of these* houses are 

2 
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continued in the succeeding Kent Roll, though it 
is uncertain when the owners will return. The 
same I may say of the many places in the Black 
Town and Pettah, that havaecontinued empty with- 
out houses or improvement thereon for many years, 
as may b? observed in the Roll now presented ; all 
which were charged according to the old' rates 
amounting to upwards of 33 pagodas, 'chough the 
Scavenger Jjad littJg probability of receiving any 
part of it. The reason that has been given for this 
custom is, that by* continuing them on the Rent 
Roll they may the better "remember the .old tax 
that was laid on such grounds, and to endeavour a 
recoveiy of tl«e same, when the owner shall return ; 
though I never yet knew or heard of such debts so 
recovered, and it is to -be feared the multiplicity of 
such vacant places may *>in time lay waste great 
part of the Black Town.f The owners of many of 
them are unknown, and 4 -ut of memory ; anej. others 
nominally known, yqt.no one knows whereto 
find them, o^How to apply for the purchasing 
their grounds, and consequently the grounds must 
be useless. Whereas were these grounds publicly 
sold for the payment of the Company’s .Quit rent, 
and the overplus deposited in the Company’s cash 
for the benefit of such as shall hereafter make good 
their claims ; such places would be rebuilt or im- 
proved, and the whole Town in a constant employ. 

“ The rest of the bad debts arise from the poverty 
of the inhabitants, of whom thousands that pay the 
Company half a fanam and upwards per month, 
have no bettec means of supporting themselves and 
families than by beating rice, cooly hire, and such 
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hw business. By which the most industrious 
cannot gain above 18 to 20 fanams per month, 
with rice from their friends and relations. 

“ The unfortunate dfeath of Messrs. Houghton 
and Pyot, late Scavengers, havingf prevented their 
good^ntentions in representing* many inconveni- 
ences arisrng from the evil customs now practiced 
in the Black Town, and the better management? of 
that business for the future ; I»iherefore beg leave 
to mention what of them I can remember to have 
heard proposed, had they survived the report now 
made to this Honorable Board. 

“ It has been a frequent complaint* to the Sca- 
venger that, notwithstanding tlief great assessment 
with which the inhabitants are yearly charged, the 
streets are yet in a most abominable and filthy 
eoqjlition ; which I presilne w ill be found to arise 
from tjie insutferable custom of the inhabitants — 
in the streets ; their perpetually throwing out of 
ashes and hfluse dirt ; their hogs andjbuffaloes and 
horses in the streets, all which make a constant 
litter, which the small number of carts allowed by 
the Company connot clear away. Wherefore I 
humbly propose that an order be issued that no 
person whatever be suffered to make free in the 
streets ; or keep any hog!, buffaloes or horses, but 
in their compounds ; and for the better and more 
easy carrying %way the dirt and allies which is tl e 
produce of every house, I should think it but a 
small trouble for the several iphabitants to carry 
their dirt to some one or more place# that shall be 
appointed for a general dunghill in every street, 
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which the Scavenger can take care to have re- 
moved every morning. 

“ It is a most grievous custom for every house 
to have a sink hole to» receive the house water ; 
which are dug in the open street, and lie uncovered 
in the pfissoges, piv perhaps two or three long 
stones cast over them, but yet not sufficient to 
prevent the passengers and especially cft&dren from 
falling intq them.,.. Besides the intolerable stench 
that proceed from them is so very strong, that it 
is justly complained of as one of the greatest 
nuisances in the Black Tovi'n ; and yet is easily re- 
medied by obliging such persons to cover them, 
and that in smeh a manner as to be on a level with 
the foot path. 

“ The wells have not been publicly repaired 
since Governor Collet’s tftnc ; and are how become 
dangerous to young pers/ms that draw water, ( and 
by scattering the water Aiake a dirty kcmie) in the 
street ; encouraging the <hogs to wallow and vermin 
to breed in tjiem ; all which were formerly reme- 
died by repairing the wells, and to which I find 
the neighbours are willing to contribute according 
to their abilities. 

“ The frequent encroachments in the streets 
grow so general, that without care be timely taken 
the passages will Joecoifie too narrow for pas- 
sengers, and pernicious to the health of the Town 
in so warm n clffnate. Almost every house lately 
built has encroached further into the street, by en- 
larging the house, or by raising pials of two and a 
half feet high, -and other paratm before the doors, 
of stone or brick, from Id to 20 inches higher 
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Ihau tlie common path and from 6 t<\ 9 feet into 
the street, which serve only for the makers’ use 
and throw off the passengers. Whereas were the 
same stone or brick w*rk o» a level with the path 
(as in the White Town), they would be as a' 
general pavement. There are innumerable Smiths, 
Cqjaifa ahgpa and Sheds, Buttecas, and small 
brick houSfes, built against the front of other latge 
houses which come six or eight* feet into the street, 
and are from eight to sixteen feet long, which pay 
no Quit -rent to the Company.* Likewise several 
parcels*of large stones t>r timbers, planks and pal- 
meiras, all which are so many encroachments upon 
the streets, and turn aside the passengers. 

“ Many persons expose to sale cloth, brass 
ware, and other goods, by spreading of matting 
&e, in the middle of thel street, which pester the 
passage, and can be of Ino account but saving 
ButteAi rent ; while the Honorable Company’s 
Buttecas retrain neglected!, to the loss of the But- 
teca farmer, and the lessening of thSft revenue to 
the Honorable Company. 

“ These are what have fallen under my ’observa- 
tion, and though they may seem in themselves 
trifling, yet as I do not doubt but they will con- 
tribute very much to the * whqjcsomeness, beauty, 
and good order of the city, I hope your Honors 
will excuse the^presentation from* 

Honorablo Sir and Sirs, 

.Your most faithful and 
obedient humble* Servant, 

Samujsl llYDE.” 
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No immediate action seems to have resulted from 
these reports, beyond the sale by public outcry of 
some lands where the ownership was doubtful ; 
but the reports themselves will 'no doubt be found 
’very interesting, especially to those of our readers 
who are familiar with the present state of Black 
Town, or who have taken an active part i# sani- 
tary reform. 

Our next extracts, referring to the peculiar case 
of Mr. Colin Campbell, will explain themselves. 
The name is certaiiily a remarkable one, at the pre- 
sent moment, though we bSlieve not uncommon in 
Scotland ; and would seem to indicate that the 
gentleman in*qucstion belonged to the same family 
as the present Lord Clyde. The circumstances of 
the case are best explained by the following entry 
in the consultations. ** 

“ Monday, 3rd July, /'727. The Honorably the 
“ Court of Directors, haVing in their letter^ by the 
Princess of Wales” ordbred us to assist Captain 
John Ilaye eftd others in the recovery of debts 
from Mr. Colin Campbell to a very considerable 
amounts the said Colin Campbell wa's called be- 
fore us and payment demanded. Whereupon he 
delivered in writing an answer, importing in sub- 
stance that the said Captain John Hayc had no 
reason to. treat him ^he said Colin Campbell in so 
scurvy a manner ; that the whole of what he 
brought out with him was less thaiv £300 ; that lie 
spent a part thereof for payment of his disburse- 
ments at Deal and other places, and part for his 
passage monej ; that the remainder was most of it 
expended here before he could get an employ, and 
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that when he had one, - the small adventure and 
little advantage he made thereon did but barely pay 
his table expenses in the voyage ; so that he hath 
now left scarce any thing mare than to pay his pas- 
sage to Europe, whither he says he proposes to go. 

“ The answer of Mr. Campbell was ordered to 
be ecflhsffd t and it was agreed, that as every one 
of us aremlly convinoed of the truth thereof, that 
we so allow Mr. Campbell to go to Europe if he 
please ; and that he be not molested here on ac- 
count of the said demand, sinc£ he is desirous of 
returning to England* where the claims may be 
demanded the same.” 

The letter of Mr. Colin Campbell lo Governor 
Macrae and Council was as follows. The reader 
will scarcely fail to remark upon the superiority of 
the diction over most of l$ie extracts we have made 
ffoip the records. 

“ Honorable Sirs, 

“ Being commanded to* deliver in writing an 
answer to sohie charges and demand^ laid against 
me from England, and lately transmitted hither ; 
I shall here 'give as true a state of those affairs ns 
the distance of time and remoteness from my 
books and papers will allow ; being the same in 
substance with what I informed the Honorable the 
President and Council by worfi of mouth upon ex- 
amination. 1 therefore declare to J,he best of my 
knowledge as Callows. 

“ Captain John Haye, having presented a peti- 
tion to the Honorable the Court of Directors for 
the affairs of the East India Company against me, 
wherein he has stated the affair between him and 
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me in the basest manner, anil has represented me 
in a very unjust and odious character ; I am ob- 
liged in my own vindication to be somewhat more 
particular in relation to hint than 1 ever intended. 
In the general I might safely appeal for a charac- 
ter before my misfortunes to all the Gentlemen 
who knew me in this array in Spain, t\»e latter end 
of'the late Queen’s reign, and to all fftose of the 
garrisons in Minorca after that time ; to the high- 
est of whom I had the honour to be well known, 
and served in man£ different stations both in Ca- 
talonia and Port Mahon without blemish or re- 
proach ; and my character is sufficiently known in 
London, nof'to have ever given any room for such 
base and malicious reflections as have been thrown 
upon me by tj^at Gentleman ; and liad I been 
guilty during the genera? infatuation in Soulli Sea 
time, and in time of In y greatest necessities, 
contributing to the hurt? of others, knowingly and 
wilfully, I should be fohte first to condemn myself, 
and could nofr find fault with such as would join 
in the same accusation against me. But I cannot 
help thkaking it the severest of all halamities, to 
have my reputation in danger of being destroy- 
ed, by drawing me in so very bad colours ; and 
that my misfortunes, a jute almost universal and 
common to thousands besides me at that time, 
should be charged upon me as a crime. The far 
greater part of persons engaged indealings at that 
unlucky juncture were involved in the same ruin, 
and consequently proved the unhappy occasion of 
making maify others, share in their sufferings, 
which was also my most unfortunate case.. 
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“ A great many years arc past since Captain 
Haye and 1 were first acquainted, havin’g served to- 
gether in the same ltegimcnt for sometime at Port 
Mahon, where it was^cvcll ]pown what offices of 
friendship I di<l him ; but more particularly by 
venturing my whole fortune, Ijy my Credit with 
Mr- i^eale, then Pay Master General, to raise him 
from mN&dsign to Captain, at a time whenaiot 
one person would give him A¥_ least assistance 
either by their money or credit. Many years after 
that, I having sold out of the army and settled in 
London, Captain Hayeiamved there in the South 
Sea year* 1720 ; and. hearing that I was in very 
flourishing circumstances, he came ato me to ask 
advice how to employ a small sum of *money, not 
exceeding as I can remember j 6600. My opinion 
was to put it into South «3ea stock, then upon the 
rise ; but lie chose ratheAto put it into my hands, 
begging me to allow lii.|i good interest for it. 
To sei*\ e him I complied jyith his request, paying 
him for some months 10 per cent p<jr month. He 
having gained considerably by these means, I 
thought it lyircasonablc for him to expect that 1 
should always keep it at so high a premium, and so 
very much above what any body else would allow, 
and therefore made him take his .money back 
again. Upon which lie bought a bargain in York 
Uuildings Stock for time ; but it happening to fall 
considerably before the term of payment came, he 
complained to^ne that he and his family were 
ruined if I did not help him ; and did by his im- 
portunity prevail mpon me to* deliver him from 
that bargain and to take it upon myself, which 

3 
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was an actual loss to me of £400 ; that being the 
difference between the price of the Stock at the 
time he purchased it and the time I paid for it. 
After this he teazed age tiiy I took his money a 
second time, being about £800, but at lower 
usury, bcfhg at the rate of 8 or 4 per cent per 
mensem. If I remember right, sometime ,-f fter- 
wands he, having raised some money hymning in 
subscriptions froim sundry persons to a Bubble 
called the North Sea ; which he did by giving 
notes promising so much North Sea Stock for 
money received, at the same time sinking six 
pence on every half crown, for his notes run only 
two shillings ^or a half crown* paid him ; — with 
money raised in tbis manner, he bought ,£330 in 
South Sea Stock. This happening soon to fall in 
a very precipitant mannea. he came to me about 
the beginning of Septenper, complaining in his 
wonted style, that he aid his family would' be 
ruined if I did not help ,.him in this distress, by 
taking that St§ ck off his hands. I refused it on ac- 
count of being too deeply concerned in Stocks al- 
ready. He then proposed that I should buy it of 
him at tune, allowing him an advance ; to which 
he pressed me with great earnestness, and pre- 
vailed upon me to give a bond for said £330 Stock, 
to pay him £2600 ip time months ; being a very 
extravagant advance. Stocks falling soon after to 
a very low rate,® involved me in utter ruin, and 
put it absolutely out of my power t‘o comply with 
that or other bargain* I had then depending. As 
to the sum of £80*0 which I laid taken at the 
abovementioned usury, 1 did all that was in my 
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power, even after I was ruined, to clear it ; which 
my wife and I did to near £4 00, hs by his re- 
ceipts appears. She out of c ompassion to his 
family sold some of tyer jewels t o raise him money ; 
and sometime after, when I had no way to find 
more, I gave him pictures anjl .other things to the 
valnqurf the remainder of my note. But he, not 
waitiu§Nfat a proper time to dispose of them, .sold 
for five and twenty pounds, as he acquainted me, 
what cost me about four hutulred pounds some 
years before. By all which it* appears, that of all 
my creditors, Captain llaye has the least reason 
to persecute me, though the only one that has done 
it, and though since my misfortunes, J having often 
reduced myself to the last neoessities to supply 
him. His troubles, which he maliciously imputes 
to me, are chiefly owingito his fraudulent manage- 
ment in the North Sea wubble, as above related. 

As to his charge of *my carrying large sums 
of mffney with me to Indja, nothing can be more 
ridiculous and inconsistent. Can.it be supposed 
that any man in his senses would* part with his 
family, country, and friends, and at my age, to live 
in India under dcpcndancc on strangers, and eujoy 
so large a fortune as £30,000, as he used to give 
out in all places when I was ut home. Had I 
been possessed of so much. money, could I not 
have retired to many parts in Europe, where I 
might have lived more at my eas»and satisfaction, 
in case my creditors would not have suffered me to 
do so in England. But what shows the falsehood 
as well as malice «f that chargdto a demonstration is 
this. Had I been possessed of any sums of mouey. 
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the law would certainly have given him aa well as 
ethers a right to* them’ ; and sure I am he left no 
methods untried to find out and seize all he could 
of mine while he was irt England. But it is very 
easy for any person concerned to know, if they 
please, wlxai money r l brought abroad with me. 
All I had was delivered into Captain Carles 
Smell’s hands, with wiiom I came, cmi^ither. ; 
which was a verjf small sum, and was les- 
sened before 1 got to this place by my ex- 
' penoes at l>eal, Portsmouth, and aboard ship 
and my living out of (business for above » 
twelve month after my arrival here exhausted the 
little money ^brought out with me. When by 
fitvour of the Honorable Governor I went to Chinn 
tost year, I carried but a small sum with me, 
which I took up at 16 per, cent Respondentia, and 
which produced not muelft more than defrayed the- 
expence of my table a{jd other charges to wndi 
from China. So that qt present I have not more 
fllian will enable me to pay my passage back to» 
England, andT answer my expences here, till I can 
meet with a favourable opportunity to Return. 

“ As to Mr. Wordsworth’s and Mr. Heathcote’s 
demands, I am very sensible that they would .not 
have given me any trouble had not Captain Haye- 
raised such false and) malkious reports of my flying 
to India with large sums of money ; they having, 
never given me my disturbance the four years I 
was in England from the time of my misfortunes, 
for which I reckon myself extremely obliged to- 
them. I believe they were then convinced of tin? 
badness of my* circumstances, as well as of my in- 
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clination to do all that was in ray power j having 
given them for a further security all the stock I 
had left. There were many suras of money due to 
me ; upon account o£ bargains in stocks and 
otherwise; but I was not able to recover 
above £200 of all that was owipg roe, ami my cir- 
cumstmces did not permit me to carry on law suits 
to endcafowf to recover any more. I gave thqpe 
Gentlemen sucli securifies for their money as they 
judged very good at that time? and which then 
sold above the value of the sum borrowed ; and by 
the contracts and defeasances passed between us, 
they ha<l full power and authority without my con- 
sent, to sell said securities and pay tlysmselves at 
what time they pleased. But it was a great mis- 
fortune to them and me that they did not sell 
those securities, as they were empowered to do. I 
came to India with no other view than to try my 
last Had utmost endeavour *o get money, in order to 
give s8me satisfaction to # those gentlemen and 
others ; being unwilling to have any ^reason to re- 
proach myself with having neglected *any means, 
or the least [probability of any that might put it in 
my power to do justice to those that suffe/ by my 
misfortunes. To this view I sacrificed all the 
case and happiness 1 was possessed of, and sub- 
mitted to a voluntary banishment, and lo the great- 
est distance from my family, friends and country. 
It is unfortunate for my creditors* as well as me 
Mint my desigit has miscarried ; there remaining 
nothing now to do in these parts ; so that I pro- 
pose lo return in* some months, and shall very 
willingly give all my creditors a fair state of my 
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circumstances as soon as if pleases God to bring 
me safe back to England. 

“ All tlie above related particulars, I declare to 
be true to the best of,my njemory and knowledge. 

Colin Campbell .’ 1 
Fort St. George,, J,uly 8th 1277.” 

We now turn to the third and last subject in 
the present chapter, namely the rcot^ttSulation of 
the Mayor’s Co^rt. A detailed account of the 
establishment of a municipality by the Charter of 
1687, has already-been given in a preceding chap- 
ter. The exercise of judicial powers however 
had never been based on a satisfactory foundation, 
but, “ in V726,” says Mr. Mill, “ a Charter was 
granted, by whieh the Company were permitted to 
establish a Mayor’s Court at each of their three 
presidencies, Bombay, « Madras, and Calcutta ; 
consisting of a Mayor yhd nine Aldermen, empow- 
ered to decide in civiH' cases of all descriptions. 
From this jurisdiction /the President and 'Council 
were erectcd { into a Court of Appeal. They were 
also vested *with the power of holding Courts of 
Quarter Session for the exercise of penal judicature 
in all cases, excepting those of high treason. And 
a Court of Bequests, or Court of Conscience, was 
instituted, for the decision by summary procedure 
of pecuniary questions cf inconsiderable amount.” 
With this introduction we place the extracts from 
the records referring to these new arrangements. 

“ Monday, 14th August, 1727*. The President 
represented to the Board, that the time for putting 
in executioq the Boyal Charter‘was very near ; and 
that therefore it would be necessary to come to 
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some resolutions agreeable thereto. That the 
death and absence of Messrs. Higginson? Woolley, 
Way and Munro, having occasioned four vacancies, 
it was necessary to supply them according to the 
rules of the Charter ; whirli was accordingly done 
by appointing Messrs. Thomas Wes tony William 
Mouse®. John Bulkelay, and t cl ward Bracstonc, 
Alder mefcs*«i»the room of the said four persons. 0 

“ Mr. Higginson having been by the said Charter 
appointed Mayor, and it being provided therein 
that the President and Council •should in case of 
his death nominate tfie first Mayor, — It was 
unanimously agreed to appoiut Mr. John Powney 
to that station. 

“ Ordered that Thursday next J>e appointed for 
swearing the Mayor and Aldermen, and putting in 
execution llis Majesty’s Charter for so far as re- 
lates to the Mayor’s CourtA* 

“ {Thursday, 17th August, 1 727. This being 
the diy*thnt the Honorable^President and Council 
had appointed for putting in execution the new 
Charter, and the Town having received notice ac- 
cordingly ; the Gentlemen appeared on the parade 
on horse back with the Guards, Peons and coun- 
try music ; and about nine in the morning pro- 
ceeded to the Company’s Garden house in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

Major John Roach on horseback at the head of a 
Company of Foot Soldiers, with Kettle-drum, Trumpet, 
and other music. ^ 

The Dancing Girls with the Country music. 

The Pedda Naik on hors^aek at the head of his Peons. 

The Marshall witl* his stall’ on ht»rse back. 

The Court Attorneys on horse back. 
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The Registrar carrying the old Charter oh horse back. 

The Serjeants with their MaceB on horse back. 

The old Mayor on the right hand 
and the new on the left. 

The Aldermen two tgjd two.. all on 
horse back. 

The Company's Chief Peon on horse back, with his 
Peons. * w 

The Sheriff with a White Wand on horsejySk. 

ffhe Chief Gentry in the Town on horse ’1/Ick. 

“ In this manner they proceeded from the pa- 
rade through Middle gate street into the Black 
Town, and so But at Armenian . bridge gate, 
through the Pedda Naik j^ettah to the Company’s 
Garden, where the President and Council were 
met to recede them.” 

“ The old anti new Mayors being come to the 
Company’s Garden house in the form mentioned, 
they were admitted ; whftrc the President adminis- 
tered the oath of allegiarfee and the Mayor’s oa£h to 
John Powney Esq., and the oath of allegiance 
aud the Alderman’s oath to Messieurs Abraham 
Wessel, Francis Bous, Luis de Medeiros, Tho- 
mas Weston, William Monson, and Edward 
Bracstone, being all the Aldermen that could at- 
tend on this occasion. After which the President 
having received the, old Charter from Mr. Francis 
Kous, returned him thanks in the name of him- 
self and the rest of ‘che Council, for his careful and 
faithful discharge of the trust that had been reposed 
in him ; and expressed the great • satisfaction he 
promised himself from the known abilities and inte- 
grity of the present Maydfr Johr^Powijey, Esq., to 
whom he delivered the new Charts^.” 


Six halberdiers. 
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Our next extracts refer to the institution of the 
other Courts, and will explain themselves. 

“ Tuesday, 22nd August, 1727. It being ap- 
pointed by the Charter, tlyit the President and 
the five Senior Counsellors, should in thirty days 
after the receipt of the same, be # and constitute a 
Court Oyer and Terminer, and Goal delivery ; 
the saiaWeSident with George Morton Pitt, Eqjp, 
Messrs. John Poach, Randal Fowke, and Samuel 
Hyde, accordingly took the oatlfs* of allegiance and 
of office. Mr. Robert Symonds one of the Seniors 
being absent will be swarn on his arrival.” 

“ Monday, 11th September, 1727. It being 
necessary that there be a Court of Justice for de- 
ciding small debts j for the relief»of the poor who 
cannot afford the charges necessarily attending the 
forms of proceedings in the Mayor’s Court, and 
would therefore otherwise* be defrauded of their 
just Tines. It was agreed iliat the five Justices of 
the Peace appointed by tlie.l loyal Charter, be also 
appointed Justices of the Choultry, and to decide 
causes of that kind as far as 20 pagodas value.” 

“ Monday, 27th November, 1727. The Com- 
mittee nominated to inspect the list of lees ap- 
pointed to be paid in the Mayor’s Court, report- 
ing that they think them moderate and just, it is 
ordered that they be copied aftgr this Consultation, 
and that our approval of them be signified to the 
Court. Also tl|at the same list be*t.ranslated into 
the several languages, and hung up in the Town 
Hall ; and that a note be affixed at the several 
gates of the Town? giving notice to the inhabitants 
of this new regulation of the fees, and that thev 

4 
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are hung up in the Town HaU ; that every one 
who has business in the Court may thereby be en- 
abled to avoid being imposed on. 

“ The Board having on ( the 11th of September 
last ordered that the Justices of the Peace should 
decide petty causes, of Meura and Tuum at their 
Sessions at the Choultry ; and that meting being 
fognd to occasion some inconveniences', jt&lticularly 
the subjecting the members of the Superior Court 
to an appeal to tlie Mayor’s Court : — It was un- 
animously agreed* that for the future all petty 
causes shall be decided in 'the Sheriff's Coyrt ; and 
that the Sheriff shall and may decide ultimately 
without appeal as far as five pagodas, and that he 
may likewise decide further as far as 20 pagodas, 
allowing the parties a liberty of applying to the 
Mayor’s Court in case they are not satisfied with 
the Sheriff's award. Also that the Register of 
Slaves, which formerly was kept by the Justice 
of the Choultry, be noip kept by the Sheriff, with 
the former fegs ; and also that he do keep a Regis- 
ter of sales and mortgages of houses a3 far as 100 
pagodas value, as was formerly done at the Choul- 
try, ; only that the fees for so doing be no more 
than 18 fanams for 100 pagodas value, and in the 
same proportion for lesser sums : — of which re- 
gulations it is ordered that the Secretary do give 
notice by affixing papers at the gates. 

“Ordered that the Justices of. the Peace do 
take cognisance of all breaches of the Peace, petty 
Larcenies, and other crimes properly belonging to 
their office ; that for the lesser ‘ faults they do or- 
der corporal punishment to the offenders ; for 
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those of a very high nature, they bind over to the 
Sessions ; and that for others they do Commit the 
offenders to the Choultry, and report their crimes 
to the Board the next Consultation. And that 
the Secretary do affix papers at the gates in the 
several languages ; giving notice to the inhabi- 
tants that all murders, breaking open of houses, 
or robbS£isa4>y night will be punished with dca|h, 
and all other thefts wifh the utmost severity of the 
law, and that all receivers of* stolen goods will 
be punished as the thieves ;-r-as also that all 
persons # on whom itf shall be proved that 
they have* bought ahy thing from Gentlemen’* 
servants, such as Candles, Damars, pottles, &c., 
or thing* of greater value, shall be fined agreeable 
to the value of the things so purchased, and pun- 
ished in the same manner as receivers of stolen 
goods ; and in order for Mie better and more cf- 
* teetital finding out thereol, that whoever will in- 
form against such purchasers or receivers, shall 
have the onejialf of the value of the jjoods, which 
he shall make appear to have been so purchased or 
received. 

“ A List of Fees read and approved of by the Honor- 
able the Mayor’s Court of Madraspatanam the 29 th 
August 1727. 

“ Register’s Fees. 

For every precept, warrant # of artest and warrant of 
execution 18 fanams to be paid out of that to the 
Sheriff’s Serjeants for serving the same, four fanams. 
For any petition lihat is read or any other paper ho is 
to charge six fanams each and for filing any petition 
or any other necessary paper nine fanams. 

For attesting any piper, not exceeding o®c side twelve 
fanams if it exceeds nine fanams each side. 
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For summoning any person six fan am s, to bo paid out 
of that tv/o fanams to the Sheriffs Serjeant. 

For copying any paper not exceeding ono side eighteen 
fanams if it exceeds, twelve fanams each side. 

.For affixing the Court ^oal tej any paper ton fanams. 

For every entry of Court three fanams. 

For every <order or judgment of Court six fanams ; 
for a copy of the same six fanams. 

For the taking of Bail six fanams. 

For affixing a note at the sea gate eighteferf^&nams, to 
be paid out of that six fanams to the Translator. 

For every affidavit' 'four fanams. 

For registering any paper not exceeding one side 
eighteen fanams. 4 

For drawing out a letter of littgrney one pagoda. 

For every letter of administration cightoen fanams. 

For protesting Bills of exchange One pagoda — register- 
ing do. and protest one pagoda. * 

For writing ana registering bills of sale or mortgage 
bonds without the White Town eighteen fanams per 
cent ; the same in the White Town if the amount 
exceed not 500 pagoda^', if exceeding 500 pagodas 
the Registrar to take no more than two pagodas • 
eighteen fanams. 

Upon all deposited estates and money paid with Court 
a half per $*mt. 

On Wills. 

Reading wills twenty fanams. 

Registering will if not exceeding one side eighteen 
fanams. 

Probate with the seal of Court twenty-eight fanams. 

Summoning the witnesses twenty-four fanams. 

Swearing each witne&s thrde fanams. 

Examiner’s Fees. 

r 

For swearing every witness three fanams. 

For examining and taking depositions for every one 
nine fanams. 

For all copie^ of depositions six fattams. 

For a summons to any person to appear at the Exami- 
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nor’ si office twelve fanams ; to be paid out of that 
four fanains to the Court Serjeant. 

For a note to be delivered the Defendant’s attorney be- 
fore he is examined, two fanains. 

Attoh^ey’s 4Feks. 

All persons that employ an Attorney to act for them 
in any cause is first to deposit i% lys handful pagodas, 
of wjueh he is to give an account when the cause is 
ondeu! 1 ^ t 

Attornoy fee one pagoda* 

For writing petition eighteen fanains each* side of a 
sheet of paper. 

Pleading each Court day and attendance nine fan am s. 

Translating any paper eighteen fanams a side ; to be 
paid out* of that to the Translator six fanains. 

Attendance on a Client in the White Town nine fanams. 

Attendance on n^/Client in the Black Town twelve 
fanains. • 

For drawing out the interogatories in the whole cause 
eighteen fanams. 

Sheriff ^ Fees. 

Comfhission upon all Levys and Executions 5 per cent, 
undef 200 pagodas and 2J percent on all above. 

For executing all warrants and summons ten fanams. 

N. B. — The IVTayor and two cash keeptfm to draw 34 
|>'er cent, upon all deposited estates and money paid 
into Court ypon every cause that is decided ; the in- 
terpreter to have nine fanams. 

Ujkui all summons to the Blacks he is to have one 
fanam. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

GOVERNORS IIIP OF MR. JAMES MJWCrtAE. 

: 1728— 29. 

The concluding, years of Mr. Macrae’s govern 
ment, like those whose history has been recorded, 
are marked by events of a purely domestic nature. 
One little difficulty occurred with the French at 
the Mauritius, and another one #itli the Rajah of 
Travancore, but both were of a trivial nature. The 
remainder of the entries we have preserved refer 
almost entirely to the administration of Governor 
Macrae within the Company’s bounds ; ami to 
such little incidents as ( serve to illustrate the inter- 
nal conditior^of the settlement at Fort St. George. 

Our first Extract refers to Major Roach, who 
had distinguished himself both at Fort St. David, 
and in the defence of Trivatoi’e. As a reward for 
his services, the Directors at home appointed him 
to a seat iu Council. The entry in the consulta- 
tion book will explain itself. 

“Monday, 21st August, 1727. Major Roach 
having taken h< : s place at the Board, after return- 
ing thanks for the honor conferred upon him, de- 
sired that he might still continue in his employ of 
Major of the Forces ; declaring his resolution ra- 
ther to sacrifice all that was dear and valuable to 
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him, than to have it thought he had, by accepting 
a mercantile employ, entered into an asylum. He 
added that as he had for near twenty -five years 
faithfully served the Jfonoi^blc Company in the 
field, he could not think of quitting that post ; 
but should believe himself undeserving ^>f any re- 
gard, ehquld he not, by this additional mark of 
esteem cfritfcfhred on him, be the more encouraged 
to venture his life for the defemjq of tlip Honora- 
ble Company, should an enemy come down upon 
us ; that as for the pay ]ie had formerly been en- 
titled to # he had no thoughts of receiving it longer, 
but quitted that, though he was still desirous of 
the employ. 

“ Upon which it was immediately resolved, that 
Major Roach, having shown himself upon many 
occasions an experienced iuid good officer, he be 
* eontipued Major ; and the President expressed his 
satisfaction in observing the zeal the Major showed 
for the Company's interest •and the neglect of his 
own ease, in Resiring to serve in a dofcble capacity, 
and to take the trouble of two employs on him at 
once. 55 

The subject was referred home to the Court of 
Directors, who decided that Major Roach could 
not continue a Member of Council, and a Com- 
mander of the Forces at the same time. Two 
years passed away before this decision was fairly 
acted on at Fort St. George ; but for the sake of a 
connected narrative we insert the result here. 

“Monday, 14l1i July, 1729. T4c President, 
agreeable to the General letter of February last, 
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called upon Major Roach to declare which employ 
he would accept, whether he would continue Mem- 
ber of Council or Major of the Garrison ; — to 
which he made answer as follows. 

“ That as he had served the Honorable Com- 
pany upwards of -twenty-five years in a Military 
capacity, and received distinguishing jparks of 
their favour for his service, in that uFa^vne could 
not without some, reluctance quit an employment 
that had given him a title to so much of their 
esteem ; but as it' has pleased them to put it to 
his choice, whether he will resign his title to the 
Military service, or have the honor of sitting at the 
Council Bolird, the late decay of his constitution, 
occasioned by a long fit of illness, induces him to 
accept of the latter ; which, though it deprives him 
of any immediate command of Military, yet it 
no ways lessens his inclination to venture his life 
whenever he shall be commanded, and his ^ Honor- 
able Master’s occasion^ call for his sword to assert 
their just rights and privileges. At the same time, 
returning his most humble thanks for this parti- 
cular favour shown him, he begs lea ’C to assure 
this Board that it shall be his whole study to 
merit his Master’s esteem, by a faithful discharge 
of his duty in whatever station he shall be called 
to.” 

Whilst Major ltoach was obtaining such an 
honourable recognition of his public services, his 
private character suffered some injury from his 
being concerned in. the elopement of a Portuguese 
young lady from St. Thome. The story will be 
fouud further on. 
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We liave now to draw the attention of our 
readers to one of -those documents which serve to 
throw a light upon the inner domestic life of the 
English settlers in tl>£ olde^ time. Most of our 
readers, and especially those of the fair sex, are no 
doubt alive to the fact that a rigid examination of 
all the property of an individual, including a peep 
into all hrs <?r her box;;s, drawers, and other pri- 
vate receptacles, will enable us t to draw a tolera- 
bly accurate conception^ his or her habits and 
modes of life. Accordingly we •here present them 
with a tolerably miiiutc^nveHtory of the effects of 
an Englishman who lived some hundred and thirty 
years ago, in tluc days when men •wore wigs, 
breeches, and swords, and . indulged in strong 
waters unknown to the present temperate genera- 
tion. We print the list r i full, exactly as we iind 
it entered in the consultation book of 15th Jami- 
m-y 1 7 £3. 


Inventory of the Effects of Mr . John Btyit deceased > 
December 1727* 


Ca»h found in fii» escritoire. 21 
rupees and 121 pagoda*. 

2 Gold watches. 

1 Gold seal and 1 silver seal. 

£ 1 lVir of gold buckle*. 

l Ibiir of silver gilt buckles. 

»- 1 Emerald ring. 

^ 1 Stone seal. 

1 l’nir of silver garter buckles. 

■ « 1 King with Elephants hair. 

^ 1 do Tom bael* 

J§ 1 3*air of sleeve buttons. 

1 Tweezer case and Memo* 

randuui llook. 

2 Silver Cuspidorcs. • 

24 Hold buttons ami Silver 
Churn. 

2 Cold tirade*! canes. 


2 Silver Salvers. 

1 Silver Tankard. 

1 Small silver mug. 

7 Silver spoons. 

^ 1 do. for ten. 

g 1 Case with 12 silver spoons 
#£ # and 12 knives and forks 

q tipped with silver. 

w 111 Horse tassels. 

£ 14 Silverjliuttons. 

& 1 8iiver*let*l plate (the Cum< 

ej puny's.) 

H 1 Silver rose water bottle (the 
B Company’s.) 

I ™' 1 Silver hand for a fan. 

2 7i aglets with diver. 

2 Silver hibftd swords. 

1 1‘air of silver spurs. 

1 Moor's Hugger 

5 
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1 Remnant of Chintz. 

1 Pair of Bengal taffaty white. 

2 Pairs of double thread betillas 
2 Pair* of single thread betillas, 

white. 

1 Pair of Bengal stuff, 1 Fair of 
issarees white. f 

1 Pair of Salampores. 

1 Pair of Handkerchief Pulicat. 
1 Reinn ay t of taffaty. 

1 Silver sash, 2 smell booking 

glasses. 

2 Pairs of brown betil as, 1 velvet 
. Gap* 

• 2 Pairs of Masnlipatam hand' 
kerchiefs. 

3 Rcmnafttft of Chimif. 

Hi Gold striped handkerchiefs. 


8 


* 

0 


2 Pairs of Madras Gift gh am. 

13 Moor's cloaks. 

11 Turbans. 

10 hashes. 

8 Pairs of flowered distance*. 

1 1 Pairs of %*awers of sundry 

sorts. 


1 Silver sword knot. g 

1 Bag sundry trifles. g 

2 Pairs of embroidered slippers. 

I Pair of Gingham Sheet s. • 2. 

I Palnrapore. g 

II White waistcoats. pj 

i Brass lock. <u 

40 Pillow cases. *5 

13 Ilandkcrchirffs. i f p 

18 Shirts and 20 Caps. ^ 

24 Turnovers and B stocks. 

II Pairs of wftlte stockings. 

3 Pairs of drawers. 

1 Red cloth waistcoat. 

J Pair of brass seals. 

4 Honors, boon and strop. 

2 Pairs of pistole. 


I Parcel of gloves. 

0 Coats and 5 waistcoats. 

II Pairs of breeches. P 

1 Remnant of Grogratr § 

2 Silver Lions for a poiunqueen p g 

bamboo. O 

1 Velvet Cnp. , » 

9 Valances for a cott. 

10 Pairs of sills stockings. a 

6 Silvcrtasstdsforapalauqueen. ^ 

11 Paninn coats. 

» 

2 
i 

3 Pairs of blue betillas and one 

piece of ml. 


Palanqucen Pillow c«ses. 
Remnant of Brampore Chintz. 
Escritoire. 


8 Ilats and 1 Bag Empty. 

8 PhIts of sail cloth. 

4 Pairs of San dal wood curtains, 
for a cott. 

1 Remnant of coloured betillas. 

1 Brass mounted Sword and 2 

Kword blades. 

2 Silver hiked swords. 

1 Cattv tea and 2 sword belts. 

2 Bandeja's some old gold but- 

tons. 

1 Pair of holster and I remnant- 
of gold thread^ -. 

Tassels for ^paff&nqueen. 

1 Saddle and furniture. 

2 Hangers. 

1 Bulker for a palanquin 
Some old brass. 

2 Small pillows. 

I Pnlampore. 

I Clock. 

I Quilt and curtains. 

1 Telescope 2 Pillows. 

6 Elbow and 22 other chairs. 

I Couch and 3 round tables. 

1 Close stool. 

1 Palanquin with silver. 

I Standing Escritoire. 

1 China Screen. 

1 Old Book press. 

I Bamboo Screen. 

3 Cotton Carpets. 

1 do. 

Palanquin dags. ** 

Covers of red eloth for planquin 
bedding. 

I Pillow. - 
I Quiver nnd arrows. 

I China Escritorie with 18 Bot- 
tles of Tetter* and 7 Bottles 
of Hungary water. 

I Little Box with empty bottles. 
I do. with wine glasses. 

1 Basket of China ware. 

4 Pairs of Iron* . 

2 Empty dram cases, 

2 Large glasses for lamps. 

2 do. for candle. 

I Box with some pipes. 

4 Pairs of Sandal wood. 

10 Smyjl iron guns I Pair of 

3 Glass lanterns, I basket of 

shoes, 

1 Jar of Sugar candy. 

13 *■ do. of Sugar. 

2 Small Jar of Sweetmeats, 
Some Empty J ars &o, 

4 Cots, 1 stool. 
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3 Rtri|»*A colours. 

1 Tent marquee, and Tent w&IIb. 
5 Bengal Mats. 

Boat sail- 

2 Roundclls. 

Palanquin bedding anil Pingeree. 
1 Small Bundle of Bcngul 
Candled. 

Iron auning for a Boat. 
a 1 Old Iron Saw. 

£ *2 Large Looking glasses*. 

•£ I Paper press. 

J I Wig box willi 3 Wigs. 

I Brass dutiX 
Ja 10 Brass dish covers. 

** 6 Candlesticks and 1 Pair of 

J3 Snuffers. # 

0 Picpana 3 Copper Pots. 

1 Frying pan. 

3 Brass Lamps for the Ship, 

1 Library of Books. 

2 Travelling boxes. 

I Small Cheat. 

I Cash Chest. 

1 Physic box. 

2 Small dram cases 1 with 

white flint bottles. 


2 Boxes to carry liquors Ac. 

2 Painted boxys. 

I Hand Escritoire. 

1 Old Palanquin And Bamboo. 
I Penn are and oars. 

1 Teak Timber and 7- Spars. 

2 Horses. 

ID Geese. 

32 Ducks. 

a 8 Turkeys, 
g 11 and pigs. 

TJ 65 Goats and kids. 

^ 4-1 Cows, calves nud Oxen. 

^ 6 Guns. 

3 Bales Lnngclotk ordinary No. 

c 4-10 l* 

•“* 2 cJlicst Goa Arfack. 

20 Bottles of Claret. 

20 # do uf Palm wine in pints. 
40 ilo of Madeira. 

30 do of Kcnish. 

4 do of Soyo. 

52 do of Small beer, 

d of carboy of double distilled 
Arrack. • 

2 Empty Arrack cases. 


Our next extract is very striking and suggestive. 
It seems that on the death of the Chaplain, two 
lay servants of the Company were appointed to 
perforin his office, and divided the salary between 
them. The following entiy fully illustrates the 
practice. 

“Monday, 12th February, 1728. Upon the 
occasion of the death of the Kcv. Mr. Wm.Lceke 


our Chaplain, who died on Friday last, it was 
agreed in order for keeping up the worship of 
Almighty God, that Messrs. Randall Fowkc, and 
George Torrinno, do pcvfoTm Divine Service in the 
Church ; and that prayers be read twice on Sun- 
days, with a sermon in the mofning, and also 
prayers on Wednesdays and Fridays in the fore- 
noen; for which they are to receive £50 a piece 
salary, being equivalent to what is iilowcd one 
Chaplain.” 
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The following entry, refers to home news. 

“ Saturday, 9th March, 1728. General letter 
from the President and Council of Bombay, dated 
the 23rd January, giving an account of the death 
of His late Majesty Jving iieorge, and the acces- 
sion of hisr son tlje.Priuce of Wales to the throjie. 

“ Having immediately on receipt of these advices 
tired one hundred guns on account of the King’s 
death, and one hundred and one for his present 
Majesty’s ‘accession : — It is agreed’ that we do on 
Saturday, the 16th instant, proclaim him with the 
greatest solemnity, by tli.s name of George the 
Second ; and that on occasion of the death of King 
George the tSfirsC this Board will go in mourning 
for three months.” 

An event occurred at this time winch is curious 
as showing the relations .between the Government 
of Madras and the Kajali of Travancore. The 
story occupies some space in the records, bill, can 
be told in a few words* Sunka Kama, one of the 
Company’s njtcrchants,.had presumed to trade for 
pepper witl'iiu the kingdom of Attinga ; where- 
upon Mr. Alexander Orinc, Chief of„ the English 
Factory at Anjengo, and father of liobert Ormc 
the historian, seized a quantity of Cotton lying 
at Anjengo, which belonged to the said Sunka 
llama. In this predicament Sunka llama appeal- 
ed to the Itajali of Travancore, and the Eajah 
in his behalf lnid claim to the cotton. The pro- 
ceedings of the Council of Anjengo were approved 
by the Government of Bombay ; but the Directors 
at home decided in "favour of Sunka Kama. Accord- 
ingly, as it appeared that the llajah was indebted 
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to the Company, the matter was settled by carry- 
ing the amount claimed by the llajah to*hi9 credit 
in the accounts, and leaving Sunka Kama to ob- 
tain the same from the^tajah* Sunka Kama how- 
ever was severely blamed for appealing to the 
justice of a country government jn a matter entire- 
ly between liimsclf and his employers. 

Our next extract simply illustrates the character 
of Governor Macrae as a “ canny *Scot.” 

“Monday, 17th June, 1728* The President 
observing to the Hoard* that the Company huve 
several anchors and guns lying here, which are too 
large for the use of any of our shipping at this 
time, avid which have lain for several years exposed 
to rust and spoil for want of demand ; told them 
that he is willing to take a parcel of them to send 
to Manilla, provided he can have them at a reason- 
able nate, and that the company will take them 
back ngftin, provided he cannot sell them their ; 
which last condition he expected, because that not 
knowing whether they would sell or nofat Manilla, 
lie thought it was sufficient for him to risk the 
money withofit being obliged, in case they* would 
not sell, to have the goods lie upon his hands ; 
and that slioidd the Company take them back, it 
would be only the same tiling ag if he had never 
received them, and they had laid here all the time. 

“ This proposal being considered,* it was agreed 
that it tended manifestly to the Company’s advan- 
tage, and therefore that it be accepted ; and that 
the Store keeper d§ deliver the *Presidgnt as many 
of those large guns and anchors as he will take ; 
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he paying for the same four pagodas for the achors 
and one Pagoda and seven-eighths for the guns/ 
About this period a difficulty arose between the 
Government of Madras, apd the French Govern- 
ment at tho Mauritius, which is worthy of notice, 
though tllfe original record is far too long for pub- 
lication. On the 15th of October, 1727, the 
brigantine “ Amity,” undejv the command of Cap- 
tain John Widdrington, left Madras on a trading 
voyage to the coast of Africa, having on board a 
proper pass signed by Governor Macrae. On the 
way Captain Widdringtoif touched at Port Louis 
in the Mauritius for a supply of provisions and 
water ; an<? the French Governor M. St. Martin, 
having first examined his pass, permitted him to 
stay and obtain wlmt he required, but strictly en- 
joined him not to dispose of any merchandize to 
tlic inhabitants of the Islands. At the same time 
a ship belonging to the French Company, called 
the “ Expedition,” uLdcr the command of Cap- 
tain Marcajr? was anchored at Pott Louis ; and 
this French Captain went on board the “ Amity,” 
and obtained a few trifles for himself and Officers, 
which could not come under the name of mer- 
chandize, and which only amounted to some thirty 
or forty dollars. It would seem however that this 
proceeding was only a rbse on tlie part of Captain 
Marcny of the " Expedition,” to obtain possession 
of the “ Amity.” The story of ( the trading was 
carried to Governor St. Martin, who at once sent 
a guard on board the “ Amity ;” but Captain 
Widdringtofi explained the inafoer to his satisfac- 
tion, and he permitted tlie •* Amity” to proceed 
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on her voyage. Captain Widdrington then weigh- 
ed anchor and was steering out of the harbour, 
when the “ Expedition” fired a shot at the 
“ Amity.” As the tyo nqfions were at peace, 
Captain Widdrington could not understand the 
reason of the shot, and sent a .boat to • enquire ; 
but Captain Marcay not only detained the boat, 
but sent scRne of his officers in a long boat 
to the “ Amity,” ordering Cajjtyin Widdrington 
to accompany the “ Expedition” in a voyage 
to Bourbon. The latter^ was cempelled to sub- 
mit, and on arriving %it St. Paul in Bourbon, 
sent in his* protest to the Governor M. Dumas. 
The Government of Bourbon however •seized the 
vessel, on the ground that he had been trading ; 
and even disputed Governor Macrae’s pass, on 
the ground that it exhibited two different kinds of 
luindwriling ; the body of the pass having been 
writtflh Uy the Secretary, whilst the name of the 
ship and the Captain, and the signature at the foot, 
were in the handwriting of Governor l^hieme. The 
result was that the “ Amity” was detained at 
Bourbon, and her goods taken out ; but .subse- 
quently, on the arrival of t]ie French ships from 
Pondicherry on their way to Europe, the whole 
matter was again made the subject of inquiry. 
The result was that Captaiti Marcay was dismissed 
from the command of the “ Expedition,” whilst the 
“Amity” was uprmitled to returft to Madras. 
The owners of the “ Amity” resilient at Madras, 
then represented the affair to Governor Macrae, 
and the complaint ^as forwarded to tfy; Governor 
of Pondicherry ; but the matter was delayed for 
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some years, and appears to have been quietly suffer- 
ed to drop. 

About the same time an extraordinary outrage 
was perpetrated by qn English Captain on board a 
ship belonging to one of the Company’s servants. 
Some Patrtn merchants at Madras hatl freighted 
some goods on board the ship, and sent some of 
their servants in charge. t The ship' however was 
wrecked,, and tbcjpaptain seems to have embezzled 
their goods, and endeavoured to get the servants 
out of the way. Accordingly the Pntan merchants 
sent in their complaint tA Governor Macrae. We 
give the petition at length. It is dated 22nd 
July, 1729. 

" The humble petition of Sheik Mahmud Ameen, 
and merchants of Fort St. George, 

“ Shcweth, 

“ That your petitioners did freight on ship 
** James,” belonging to Mr. George Tqyrumo, a 
quantity of rupees, cd/al, rubies of different sorts, 
false pear^.i chauk, and other goods ; which ship 
“ James” on the 24tli April 1728 struck on a 
.sand bank. About two hours after the ship struck, 
the Captain, by name Charles Bissell, and the 
Chief Mate, with the Serang and Tiudal, consulted 
together, and went under the decks and brought 
up some of our shestg, with a design to take out 
the money ; from which action, your petitioners’ 
servants endeavouring to stop th@m, they wounded 
one of our people and took all the treasure, coral, 
pearl, &c., and pqt them in their own chests ; at 
which your petitioners’ servants being very dis- 
contented, and still persisting to hinder such prac- 
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tices, the Captain bid them not fear any thing, for 
that he would return their goods and nfoney when 
he came ashore. The Captain went into his pin- 
nace, with one servant and fgur Lascars, and car- 
ried with them a clies£ two jars, and a compass, 
and was netting sail for Calcutta, when your 
petitioners' servants desired to go with him ; to 
whom he answered lie would send some sloops 
down as soon as possible. Thrqp days after they 
made three rafts of timber, one of which was in 
bad case and very weak, on whish the Chief Mate 
ordered pur servants, wiio refused and desired to 
go with tHem ; upon which they put our servants 
on that raft by force, and in their sight the Chief 
Mate, Serang, and some Lascars took the treasure 
and other goods, and put them in the pinnace ; 
and put some Lascars in another small boat ac- 
cording to the Captain’s direction, and went away 
with •them to Ilajeily in a small time ; they being 
well provided with Oars.* But your petitioners 
did not arrive off Sunderbund Wgod till four 
in the evening, where they rowed backward and 
forward for six davs ; with which labour and want 
of provisions three of the people died ; when it was 
their good fortune to find a vessel that was wood- 
ing, where they got some provisions and went on 
her to Calcutta ; where bearing the Captain was 
arrived, your petitioners’ servants went and de- 
manded their goods and money ;• and received 
answers from the Captain that the pinnace was 
overset, and that all was lost. But after a long 
debate he brought <>ut the nibie's, whigh your peti- 
tioners’ had packed in a chest of treasure, and 

6 



42 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


U7i8-!». 


said that was all that was saved of ours ; when 
your petitioners’ servants demanded to know 
where was the money that these stones were pack- 
ed with ; when afters a great deal of trouble the 
said Captain also produced the chest of false pearl, 
and bid y<JUr petitioners take that, and give him 
the bill of lading and a discharge, which he demand- 
ed* with force and threatening. Tfierefore your 
petitioners’ servants, not being able to argue with 
the Captain, they sent one of them here ; and as 
your petitioners have left the Moguls, which is their 
native country, we have ntlw no other remedy, nor 
other justice to apply to but your Honors ; and as 
we have lit ed well under this Government for 
30 years, and have never had reason to com- 
plain, but have always found its justice bright as 
the sun beams, so we hope still for justice from 
your Honor ; for that we with great confidence 
paid the freight of those goods, before, we put 
them on board, to Mr.' 1 George Torriano, who is 
the owner qfethe said ship ; and we vloubt not but 
when your Honors in justice shall examine this 
affair, wc shall recover our money, when we shall 
go on happily, and for ever pray for your Honors* 
long life, great happiness and abundant riches.” 

The foregoing petition was forwarded by Go- 
vernor Macrae to the English Government at Cal- 
cutta, with a request that the Governor and Coun- 
cil there would enquire into the affair. The result 
is not recorded. 

Another petition delivered in at this time to 
Governor Macrae is interesting" as illustrating the 
way in which the trade was carried on in the olden 
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time. It was presented by the Renter or farmer 
of the Paddy Fields, and complains that the inha- 
bitants of Trivatore, Tandore, and neighbouring 
villages, make and export great quantities of salt, 
contraiy to his supposed privileges. We give the 
petition at length. • 

“ The humble petition of Cooleclierla "Veahsum 
Brahmin, 

“ Sheweth, 

That a certain tract of land ‘belonging to the 
Company, lying out from Tom Clark’s Gate up 
to the Batteries, together with another tract lying 
along the river from Coomerapollum towards 
Trivatore, commonly known by the pame of the 
Company’spaddy fields, were formerly rented at 
40 pagodas per annum. But when the cowle was 
out in Governor Harrison’s time, he being de- 
sirous of raising the Company’s revenue, put it 
up at out-cry, and promised that the highest bidder 
sliould%c permitted to weaj a Roundel as a mark 
of distinction. for his endeavours to serve the Com- 
pany. With which great honour, my Uncle 
Paupa Brahmin, being extremely encouraged, 
gave as far as seven hundred and ten pagddas per 
annum for what formerly let at only 40 ; and this 
for only ten years, though he knew he must lose a 
great deal by it, and in fact he % has lost every year 
near 300 pagodas per annum. For payment of 
his debts contracted by this means, I have 
mortgaged my Abuses, gardens, etc. ; and now all 
in me and my father’s debts, contracted on this 
account, amount t* upwards of 2,000 pagodas. 

“ Now your petitioner humbly begs leave to re- 
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present to, your Honors that, although the Cowle 
is given for lands called paddy fields, yet a very 
small part thereof is fit for that use, and therefore 
the rest hath for many Years been converted into 
Salt pans ; and by the profit arising therefrom, 
your petitioner and his father have hitherto been 
enabled to pay the annual rent ; till within this 
little time that several persons have' presumed to 
make salt, in the Company’s Bounds, and bring it 
into Town, and also to ship it off, to the great 
prejudice of your" petitioner, who by giving so 
large a rent cannot be supposed to be able to sell 
so cheap as those people who pay nothing for this 
liberty. Nor is this all, for they even buy salt 
from the Moors and import it into the Company’s 
Bounds ; by which undue practices your petitioner 
is prevented selling his salt, and is therefore un- 
able to pay his rent without your Honors will give 
him immediate redress. 

“ Your Petitioner dUtli not pretend to infringe 
the liberty which the inhabitants of Tandoor, 
Trivatore, Stc. have formerly, enjoyed ; but only 
hopes your Honors will restrain them from en- 
croaching on his undoubted rights. 

“ They formerly had five pits in those parts, 
where they made salt, and had the privilege of sell- 
ing to the country'* people, who brought a few 
oxen to carry it away ; and sometimes, having first 
obtained leavfe from the Farmer of the paddy 
fields, would load five or ten garce of salt 
on board of boats ^ but they were never permitted 
more. Of date they have neglected to ask leave of 
me, and by the great quantities of salt they have 
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shipped off to boats and ships, and by underselling 
me, they have been encouraged to increase the 
number of their salt pans, by which means I have 
now upwards of 600 g^rcg o£ salt which I cannot 
dispose of. j* 

“ I am therefore hup^bly to request yotlr Honors 
that you will please to order ,Hiat no body may be 
permitted toTtaad any gait vmhin the Company’s 
Bounds, or bring it into town /or sale,, without 
leave from me ; or else it will be impossible for me 
to continue to pay the la^ge rent "t now do. 

“ I am also to request That the PeddaNaick may 
be obliged to keep a watch over my salt, as he did 
in my father’s time, but hath since neglbcted ; and 
by that means I have lost great quantities, for 
which I humbly hope your Honors will please to 
oblige him to make satisfaction. 

“ ^.nd since the only inducement to my father’s 
giving large a rent for these grounds was the 
token of honour given him, < promise myself your 
Honors will allow me to wear the ltciyidel as he 
did, if I still pay the great rent he did. 

“ All thes<v particulars are most humbly submit- 
ted to your Honor’s clemency, on which your peti- 
tioner most humbly depends for ease in these his 
hnrd circumstances, and as in duty bound shall ever 
pray.” 

In reply to this petition Governor Macrae 
ordered “ that % Committee, consisting of Major 
Roach, Mr. Hyde, and the Secretary, do enquire 
into the several allegations, anjl into the ancient 
privileges of the inhabitants of those towns.” The 
result is thus recorded. 
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“ Thursday, 28th September, 1728. The Com- 
mittee appointed to inspect into the rights which the 
inhabitants of Tandore, Trivatore, etc. have to 
make salt, deliver i^ their report, by which it ap- 
pears that they have equal rights with the farmers 
of the paddy fiqjkls. It wks therefore agreed that 
we cannot take 'the liberty from them ; and as 
Xieashum Brahmin without that cannot pay his rent, 
for which he is jiow considerably behind hand, and 
Poncola ' Kistna, 0 the Renter of Tandore and the 
other villages, being willing to take the Cowle of the 
Paddy Fields at the old rcrat, — it was agreed to take 
it away from Veaslium Brahmin, who is not able 
to pay tlie rent of it, and to grant it to Poncola 
Kistna.” 

Our next extract explains itself. 

“ Thursday, 28tli November, 1728. The tobacco 
and beetle Farmer, complaining that several per- 
sons have lately run into the Bounds grcijt Quanti- 
ties of beetle and tbkacco to his great prejudice, 
and praying some stop may be put thereto ; — It 
was agreed that we do publish an order at the sea 
gate,, that whatsoever Conacopillay, Dubasli, or 
other substantial person is found to run into the 
Bounds any quantity of tobacco or beetle, or to 
encourage others to do it, shall be lined one pagoda 
for every fanamVwortL so run, and to be in prison 
till it be paid : and that {ill coolies, and other 
poor people, •who shall be copyicted of. the like 
practices, shall be publicly whipped at the choultry, 
and receive thirty nine lashes, and stand one hour 
in the pillqyy.” 
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CHAPTER xxxyil. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF «MR. JAMES MACRAE. 

1729—30. 

The Government of Mr Macrafe was now draw- 
ing to a dose. In May f 730 he retired from the 
President’s chair, and his place was taken by Mr. 
George Morton Pitt. Accordingly thh present 
chapter will contain the annals of the last years of 
his administration ; whilst the next chapter will 
contain a supplementary account of the events 
which Jtranspired between Mr. Macrae’s resignation 
and his departure from the Presidency ; together 
with some particulars connected with his subsequent 
life in England* which will be interesting as general 
illustrations of life time. 

Our first extract is curious as showing how 
utterly unable our forefathers were to apprehend 
and appreciate the first principles of free trade. 
The entry speaks for itself. 

“ Monday, 3rd February, 1729. There having 
been imported this year pretty large quantities of 
grain from the Northward, notwithstanding which 
the price holds up at ten maracals per pagoda for 
paddy, and scarce any procurable.even at that rate, 
especially for the poorer sort of people. * The Pre- 
sident proposed to the Board to take into their 
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consideration the settling of the .prices of grain for 
the eneuiftg season ; and after some time spent in 
considering thereon, it was agreed and ordered 
that the prices of grgin be^ps follow. 

Paddy a Coarse 13 Maracals for a pagoda. 

Paddy Fine.!..'..... 12 do. do. 


Natcheny 7 do. f do. 

•Rice.... 1^' measure for a fnmun. 

a 


** Which prices the Secretary is ordered to affix 
at the gates with°the following resolves, viz. That 
whoever shall sell at A dearer rate than above 
specified, shall upon proof thereof made be fined 
at the plejfesuve of the Governor and Council ; and 
that the person who shall make proof of his having 
paid more than the above prices, shall have his 
money returned him, and shall also keep the grain 
he has purchased to himself ; and that whoever 
has more rice or paddy . that is neeessarv for his 
usual annual expense; shall be obliged, to sell ; 
and whoever shall deny or conceal' such overplus, 
upon proof thereof made, it shall "be confiscated to 
the use of the Company. Ordered „that the above 
be also signified by beating the tom tom.” 

Wc now come to the mysterious affair which 
served to throw such discredit on Major Roach. 
We give the petitions to the Madras Government at 
full length as illustrations of the times ; and in* 
deed the energetic language of, the petitioners is 
well worthy of preservation as a combination of 
invective, indignation, threat, and argument which, 
is rarely to? be found even in t'ne most impassioned 
novel. The petitions will explain themselves. The 
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first is from the ostensible father of the young 
lady. 

“ The humble petition of Sebastian Texeira 
DcBritto. 

“ Slioweth, 

That your petitioner, who is an inhabitant of the 
city, did in tfie month of July last embark on Sjjiip 
“ Arcot” for Manilla, atid left a jnaiden daughter 
of the age of nineteen years in* St. Thome, under 
the care of Mrs. Maria Elveira, to remain with her 
till your, petitioner’s roturii ; as your petitioner 
hath ofteif done when going on the like voyages. 
Being now returned, your petitioner (received the 
melancholy notice that the aforesaid child was 
missing from the said house on Friday the 14th 
February last, at past twelve at night ; and for her 
there was ready at the seaside a palanqueen and 
seveftd joeons, which conducted the same into this 
city, as was found in about eight days after this 
insult, done. •Whereupon the liev. IJaclre Thomas 
went to the house of Major John lloaSli, as one of 
the Justices of Peace in this city, and represent- 
ed to him flic said insult and dishonor done to 
the people in general ; arid craved that lor his 
sake and credit be would cause enquiry to 
be made where the said chUd was, and who 
it was that had done this injustice. To which 
the said Major # Roach answered •there was no 
occasion for so much trouble ; that lie knew 
where she was, and if he pleased could produce 
her ; and further said that the* said child was not 
the daughter of your petitioner, but of Mr. Robert 

? 
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Haworth,* find Hint she is now under his protec- 
tion, and that he will give her five or six hundred 
pagodas in marriage ; and that it appertained 
unto him to do that t justice, for that he hath a 
power of Attorney to that purpose from Mr. John 
Raworth, and thpt_ also the child requested it of 
him ; and further told the said Padre Thomas that 
he plight acquaint the gentlemen of> St. Thome 
with this answer ^ that it rfow belonged to him to 
take care of and maintain the said child, and that 
he would hare them pretend no further in this 
affair. 

“ To consider the foregoing pnrticulafs, it will 
appear that- Major Roach was the inducer and 
cause of taking away the said child from the house 
wherein your petitioner had placed her ; and the 
following reason will prove that the said child is 
not the daughter of Mr. Robert Raworth. For 
that the mother of the said child left this city, r and 
went to St. Thome mo*) than fifteen months before 
her delivery $f this child ; the said .Mr. Raworth 
left India for France in the year 1714, and the 
said child was then aged five years ; and to 
this' time what care did the safd Mr. Ro- 
bert Raworth ever take of the said child P Did 
he ever demand her P did he ever give her any 
subsistence? or wjiat. charge hath he been at 


* Mr. Jtawortlewiw the refractory Deputy Governor of 
Fort St. David, who gave so much trouble to Governor 
Harrison. If the young lady was his child at all, she 
was probably the offspring oi an illicit amour. The only 
particulars recorded concerning herj are however to be 
found in the entries published above. 
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for her maintenance? which he might well liave 
done in the posts and power he bore in In- 
dia. The said ltobert Haworth’s brother, John 
Haworth, also arrived from Europe, and stayed in 
India some years. What did he ever do for the 
child? orchid he once demand her? # As neither 
of the brothers ever did in any’ manner lay claim 
to the child, nor do any thing for her when so 
young, and they in these parts, it seems very un- 
likely that at this distance tlieref 'should *now come 
a power and letter of Attorney, as is alleged, by 
Major Hoach, to this erjl ; and if it was so, before 
what justice did he present or show such letter or 
power, as he ought to have done, and not to have 
been a Judge in his own cause. Well might Ma- 
jor Hoach say to the Itev. Padre Thomas that he 
knew where the said child was, and that he could 
produce her ; for it is notorious that he received 
licr «at his house, when she came at that time 
of night from St. Thome ^ and seems rather that 
he was the tpker of her ; for how is it possible 
that a child, brought up in the close ^Banner as is 
customary to bring up children of the Portuguese 
in India, without any acquaintance or knowledge 
of the world, with so much resolution and courage 
to go out at that time of night, and directly to get 
a palanqueen and peons ty conduct her to Madras. 
1 1 is plain, and evident to be seen, that some person 
might have seduced licr by llattery pr other moans, 
to pass such !tn excess of shame and scandal. 
Neither is it to.be believed that the child on her 
own head should sp leave the licaise, and go directly 
to Major lloach, as a Justice of Peace, *to complain 
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of oppression received. Neither At those hours 
does it seem good for any Justice of Peace, so 
much to prejudice the honour of a maiden, as to 
receive her in liis house ; but rather for a good ex- 
ample, add to preserve he! honour, would have 
sent her to, some creditable house till the morning, 
or till he could haVe had an opportunity to ac- 
quaint the Governor of the affair ; who, as Chief 
Justice, ought to have been- so acquainted. Instead 
of which* Major Tioaeh kept, and still doth conti- 
nue to keep the said child in his house, to her 
great scandal and dishonour, and without the fear 
of any man, under pretence of being under his pro- 
tection, and. that he will give her in marriage. AH 
which makes it appear plainly that Major Roach 
had induced the girl to leave the house, where she 
was placed by your Petitioner ; and what man 
that hath any regard to his honour, and not lost 
to shame, will marry a woman after this scandal to 
her reputation never Jo be taken off. Lffstly, to 
what Major Roach says, that the,, child is not 
your Petitioner's daughter. It is a thing not - in 
the power of any man to prove. Though so many 
years a& she is old, she has been knowft to all people 
as the child of your Petitioner ; and though if she 
actually denies that she is your Petitioner’s child, 
and accompanies sycli denial with other scandalous 
and injurious language, who will believe a young 
woman lost in terror, in fear of her reputation, and 
incited by otheis. Will she not?' say it, and will 
she not throw such scandal, and yet far greater, on 
those that gave hei- being. And if she was asked, 
if she ever lieard her mother say that your Peti- 
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tioncr was not the father of her, or of her brothers, 
or sisters, your petitioner believes she* will even 
say that too. But that cannot hide it from all the 
inhabitants of Madras and St. Thome ; for, ns your 
Petitioner’s children, tfley were baptized tmd edu- 
cated ; and if she and they were not tijp children 
of your Petitioner, he would seftree have brought 
them up withaso much care and love, and at these 
years to pass -so much fatigue and trouble -and risk 
of life, to get them fortunes to **et theni forward 
in the world, and to give them iij marriage. And 
ns your Petitioner is arj inhabitant of this city, 
and is subject to the laws thereof, so it is but 
reasonable to hope for and expect their protection, 
and irtr what more than for our children. 

“ Your Petitioner, therefore, prays your Honors 
to examine of this great injustice done by Major 
Roach to your Petitioner, and dishonour to your 
Petitioner’s child ; for as the said Major Roach 
is a Justice of the Pease of this city, and 
a member of •the Council for the afijiirs of the 
Honorable Company, and Commander of the Mili- 
tary, he ouglij to suppress such proceeding^; and 
not himself to be the actor* and cause pf scandal 
and dishonour, to the discredit of his nation and of 
his colony. No Government in the world sure 
will suffer such usage, thtereby* to give occasion 
for the like proceedings in others, to be the des- 
truction of the lif public. And as ybu are or all 
may be fathers, your petitioner again prays you 
will take this affair in due consideration ; and re- 
flect how severe a stroke this must be Jo a parent, 
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and also the scandal that will attend the place 
where such usage is suffered.” 

The second petition was signed by the Portu- 
guese Padre and inhabitants of St. Thomd, and is 
equally forcible with that of Sebastian Texiera De 
Britto. We giye it at length. 

“ The few inhabitants of the ruined arid poor 
city of St. Thomd, send tjiis their m'ost just com- 
plaint on occasion of the scandalous affair of Se- 
bastian Texeirn De Britto’s daughter ; who pri- 
vately in the night* went out of an honest house 
standing in St. Tholtae, \Chere her father, accord- 
ing to his constant custom, had left her ; and the 
same night she was conducted to Major Roach’s 
house, where she has now been for a month past. 
Those cautions not being sufficient (which were 
such as a father could use when, according to the 
custom of the Portuguese in India, he leases the 
shore) in order to secure his cliild. Iv.is sup- 
posed that promises 'were the means that broke 
down the ^clls of her retreat and modesty. An 
example which these inhabitants, though poor, 
never ,met with from thp Moors themselves, who 
rule and governor here without control ; and in 
reality it is injurious to the community, for in 
future there will be no house secure, however 
honest it may be. 'This 'excess having opened a way 
to many others, as if there was not justice to be 
found to punish actions so penurious to the good 
and quiet of the public. 

“ Wherefore we request of the Honorable Go- 
vernor and (his Council, that they will liud out some 
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remedy for what is past, and to prevent such enor- 
mities in future ; and also that an authentic copy 
of this complaint, and of the determination which 
shall be made thereon, ijpiy be transmitted to the 
Supreme Court of the Honorable Company ; of 
which the said inhabitants of §t..Thoiri£, where 
tliis injury was offered, will send another copy to 
be delivered *them by the Envoy of Portugal in 
England ; to the end that the sajd court may be 
informed of the conclusion of the affair, and con- 
firm the same, in order to prevent the like acci- 
dents in future.” 

The proceedings of Governor Macrae and Coun- 
cil upon this extraordinary charge are thus briefly 
recorded. 

“ Wednesday, 19th March, 1729. Major John 
ltoaeli gives in answer to the charge delivered him 
about the daughter of Sebastian Texeira, wherein 
he deifte| the contents of it absolutely, except the 
receiving the woman ; whielwhe confesses lie did 
do, as believing it a part of his duty a Justice 
of Peace ; she coming to him and claiming protec- 
tion ; and he jjoes acknowledge himself guilty of 
an indiscretion in not acquainting the Government 
of it, and submits himself to the censure of the 
Board for the same. Whereupon the Board came 
to the following resolution? 

“ That such actions manifestly tend to the dis- 
turbance of the pgblic peace and gooff order of this 
settlement. Wherefore it was unanimously agreed 
that the Major, for his indiscreet, conduct in this 
affair, be fined 300 *pagodas into the Company’s 
Cash ; and that the woman presuming to come 
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into tliis^ Government, under pretence of asking 
protection, without making her application in a 
regular manner, Jt>e advised by the Secretary, that 
she do not ‘continue in^ur Bounds longer than 
Friday night next, under penalty of public punish- 
ment. • This time is allowed her to try if she can 
be reconciled to her friends on account of her 
elopement.” 

The following, notice closes the record of the 
transaction. 

“ Monday, 21 St April,. 1729. Major John Hooch 
pays into cash three hundred pagodas, being the 
tine laid on him in consultation the nineteenth of 
last month.” 

A barbarous outrage committed about this 
period by the Arabs at Jedda, the seaport of 
Mecca, on the lied Sea, is worthy of record. 
Early in the year two ships, the “ Margaret” and 
the “ George,” sailed from Tndia for the ( Betl Sea. 
The “ Margaret” froin Tellicherry arrived at Jedda 
after a voyage of sixty days on the 18 th of March 
1727. Mr. Hill, the Supercargo, was courteously 
received by Ihe Bashaw, and met w\th all the en- 
couragement he could expect iu the sale of the 
cargo. About a month afterwards the “ George” 
arrived at Jedda from Bengal, and a good under- 
standing was pruserv&l between the two ships. 
It so happened that the “ George” had seven 
Arab Lascars*on board, who ipanaged to swim 
ashore at Jedda, but were arrested by the orders 
of. the Bashaw, qrtd put into prison ; but were 
restored to*the ship on the prdmise of the Captain 
not to punish them. On the sixth of June the 
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*' Margaret” prepared to sail. Meantime several 
Lascars on both ships had died, and had been 
buried by their comrades according to the rites of 
the Mussulman religion in the little islands off 
Jedda. Unfortunately sufficient care had not been 
taken to cover the bodies witji thp earth f and the 
fishermen of the islands reported at Jedda that the 
Captain of the*“ George had broken his word ts 
the Bashaw, and put to death the Arab sail- 
ors who had been restored to his snip. On the 5th 
of June the Bashaw sent .a special messenger on 
board the.“ George” to ifi&ke enquiries, but none 
of the crew had any complaint to make. On the 
sixth of June, being the following day,* the same 
messenger then went on board the “ Margaret,” 
and there found no complaints ; but chanced to 
espy thex body of a Lascar who had died 
in the night, and wha the crew were preparing to 
bury. He immediately left the ship and made 
threatening gestures from hisPboat. At this time 
Mr. Hill the Supercargo was ashore with a few 
other Europeans, whilst the Captain of the “ Mar- 
garet” was onjjoard preparing to set sail. Shortly 
afterwards Mr. Hill dispatched orders for the body 
of the Lascar to be sent on shore wrapped in cloth. 
The order was obeyed, but by some accident the 
corpse was exposed to the riew of the people. The 
mob of fanatics, as excitable then as they are now, 
at once rose and jnassacred Mr. Hill and all the 
Europeans with him. Nothing of this was known 
on board the ships until some boats arrived from 
the Bashaw, ostensibly to preserve the#hips from 
the fury of the mob. The matter terminated in 
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the detention of the two ships for a period of ten 
months, whilst the Captains were kept dose pri- 
soners on shore, and also were compelled to 
make large advances to , their crews of Lascars. 
At length the dragoman of Mr. Staman, the Bri- 
tish Ambassador at. Constantinople, arrived at 
Jedda, and solicited their discharge ; and though 
the Zerrif came from Mecca and did his utmost to 
oppose r the departure of the English ships, the 
Bashaw finally gave way, and in July 1728, the 
“ Margaret” reached Madras. A formal complaint 
was laid before the M&dras Government, but it 
does not appear that any further steps were taken 
in the raster beyond a representation to the au- 
thorities at home. 

Our next extract refers to a curious coinage of 
pagodas with an alloy of iron ; also to the issuing 
of Governor Macrae’s order against the exportation 
of silver. r 

"Monday, 17th -March, 1729. The Assay 
Master attending the Board and being called in, 
produced a bag of Madras pagodaB, just coined 
out pf some gold dust brought from Manilla ; 
which having a mixture of iron melted down with 
it, it had made the coin though exactly alloyed, 
look of a dirty pale colour, and had made likewise 
the gold so brittle that the pagodas were very 
much cracked, and consequently ill stamped ; 
which he toffd the Board he thought proper to 
acquaint them of, that he might receive their orders 
thereon before he let the remainder be coined. 
The said pagodas being compared with others just 
stamped, the difference was so great that the 
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Board unanimously agreed it would be a very 
great discredit to our coin to let them pa'ss ; and 
therefore resolved that the merchant should be 
obliged to refine the gol^l, and burn out the iron 
alloy before it was coined. 

“ The President reports a seizure «of fifty-six and 
a half (56£) ounces of silver endeavoured to be 
run, which b&ng produced was sold him at four- 
teen and a half dollars for ten pagpdas, amounting 
to forty-three pagodas, twenty-eight fanams 43*28 
the one-half of which is paid intd jthe Company’s 
cash and the other to thereon who seized it.” 

Governor Macrae appears to the last to have 
had considerable .difficulty in dealing witlAhe Com- 
pany’s Native merchants. The proceedings are so 
suggestive as to be worthy of record. 

“Monday, 14th July, 1729. The President 
represented to the Board that, notwithstanding 
the indulgence given the merchants in February 
last, when it was agreed to gtve them till the first 
of September *to complete the contact which 
should have been finished the 31st of January last : 
they had nevertheless been very backward in hang- 
ing cloth ; and that unless some further measures 
are taken to oblige them to bring in cloth, he 
feared we should be very much disappointed in the 
quantity necessary for the Qispahch of our ships. 
Which being debated, it was thought that possibly 
the indulging them with the broad clfifch this year 
come and coming from Europe, might be a means 
to induce them to bring in goods* and accordingly 
the following terms* were agreed to b% proposed 
to them, viz. 
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“ That they should provide and deliver seven- 
teen hundred bales of calicoes on or before the 
20th of January next ; in consequence of which 
they should have the broqd cloth at thirty-fiye per 
cent, on the invoice price. But if they did not 
comply and deliver the said seventeen hundred 
bales, that then they should pay ten per cent, 
more for the broad doth : and that the old penalty 
should be forgiven them if they complied with this 
contract ; in order to- do which the better they 
should be advanced fifteen thousand pagodas with- 
.out interest till the 20tlr January next. .. 

*' The merchants were hereupon called in, and 
the aboVb proposals offered them ; which they 
refused alleging that the great drought in the 
country, and dearness of cotton, made it very dif- 
ficult to provide cloth, and that therefore they 
could not comply therewith. 

“ Whereupon they were told it was a, favour to 
them that was designed thereby ; that they had 
incurred q. penalty of near twenty thousand pagodas 
by their non-compliance with the last contract ; 
that {.here were now due on that contract fourteen 
hundred bales not yet delivered in by them ; so 
that the seventeen hundred now proposed to be 
provided by them was only three hundred more 
than they were obliged" to by their old contract ; 
and that in consideration thereof, they were to be 
indulged with all the Companyls broad doth : — 
but these arguments not prevailing, the Board 
came to no conclusion with them.” 

“ Monday, 2lst July, 1729. The Company's 
merchants being again called in and asked whether 





HISTORY OP MADRAS. 


til 


they had considered of the offers made them the 
last consultation day, and would sign a* contract 
on those terms, still urged the difficulties of pro- 
vidiug cloth, the scarcity and famine and dearness 
of cotton, which made tne weavers turn their hands 
to other work and retire into othei; countries where 
grain was to be got. Which arguments they in- 
sisted on so Strenuously^ that the Board came^to 
no agreement with them, and therefore dismissed 
them ; with an assurance that tfiey woufd sell the 
broad cloth at outcry, and insiat^on the perform- 
ance of the last contract,* or penally due for the 
breach thereof.” 

“ Thursday, 31st July, 1729. This day the Com- 
pany’s Merchants being .again called in ; and n 
contract for seventeen hundred bales again pro- 
posed to them, it was at last agreed on the fol- 
lowing terms. 

“ Thgt they be advanced fifteen thousand pagodas 
without interest till the 80 Mi January next ; that 
the penalty ofi the last contract be wljplly forgiven 
them, and nothing more demanded of them on 
that account ^ that they have all the Conipany’s 
broad cloth at thirty five per cent ; anil that 
they shall pay twenty per cent, on the value 
of all the bales ’which they shall deliver short of 
seventeen hundred bales by tlx# 20th of January. 
Accordingly a contract being drawn out on those 
conditions, was mutually signed, and the money 
ordered to be paid them to-morrow morning.” 

The following entries referring to the changes 
in the administration of justice are worthy of pre- 
servation. 
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“ Monday, 21st- July, 1729. Our Honorable 
Masters having disapproved of the Sheriff’s Court, 
it is agreed that it be no longer continued, and 
that the Justices sit weekly at the Choultry for 
punishing of petty offences which are daily com- 
mitted in the Toyvn, and which are of too trivial 
a nature to be brought before the Quarter-Sessions, 
and that the Paymaster dp make a jfhir of stocks. 

“ Thursday, 7Vn August, 1729. General letter 
from the Deputy governor and Council of Port St. 
David, read, desiring, we, will give them instruc- 
tions how to prevent the great inconveniences 
which will, arise by their inhabitants being obliged 
to come up to Madras to get their disputes deter- 
mined by our Mayor’s Court. 

Agreed that we write them, when such do arise 
to persuade their inhabitants to go to arbitration 
before the heads of their castes.” 

The one great Vault Governor Macrae, and a 
fault common with most men of his Calibre, was an 
arbitrary mode of settling matters which by no 
means, met with the approbation of the Directors. 
His violation of the principles of free trade were 
only so many instances of this arbitrary conduct ; 
and were productive of evils, all of which will be 
unfolded in due time. * The rule against the ex- 
portation of silver caused much dissatisfaction to 
the inhabitants, and was abrogated by an order 
from the Directors ; whilst he himself found it 
necessary to repeal his own absurd regulations res- 
pecting a fined price for grain.' 1 These events are 
duly recorded below ; but in another chapter we 
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shall haVe occasion to allude to far greater evils 
which arose from the Governor’s arbitrary ^measures. 

“ Monday, 25th August, 1729. The Board tak- 
ing into consideration the purport of the last general 
letter, — it is agreed that the Secretary do give 
public notice, that the inhabitant^ nnd •others are 
at liberty to carry their silver into the country un- 
coined, and that the prohibition be taken off. * 

“ Upon this oecasion'the President remarked to 
the Board that there are several very severe asper- 
sions thrown on him in this paragraph, as if the 
prohibition had been lai(J on for private advantage, 
and that he had connived at the breach of that* 
order in such as made it worth his white ; and he 
solemnly averred that he had never, directly or in- 
directly, carried, or permitted others to carry, any 
silver out of the bounds during the prohibition, 
except in rupees ; and adding that it js necessary 
for lftn% to clear his reputation, he demanded of 
them all to declare at the £oard, whether they, 
directly or indirectly, know of any silver being car- 
ried out by him, or by others, by his authority 
and protectioji. To which every member of the 
Board answered, by declaring they knew, neither 
directly nor indirectly, of any such thing.” 

“ Thursday, 25t.h September, 1729. Having 
in consultation of the 3rd* February last, fixed the 
prices of paddy and rice, in order to relieve the 
poor ; it hath bqgn found by experience that the 
said regulation had not its desired effect : and the 
season for importing of grain now coming on, and 
there being reason 4b believe that if thq£ regulation 
be continued great quantities will be carried to 
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other places, which would else come hither, it is 
agreed to take off the said order and to permit 
every one to sell as they oan.” 

Our next extract refe$ to the proving of the 
wills of Koman Catholics. It tells its own story. 

“ Friday, lfttli, October, 1729. There, being 
some mistakes arisen from the orders this year 
received from our Honorable Mastefs, relating to 
proving yrills is^the Portuguese Church:— it is 
agreed that a note be affixed in the several 
languages at the Sea and Choultry Gates, and at the 
Portuguese Church, to explain the same ; and to 
'give notice that any person of the Romish Commu- 
nion is at liberty to take out Probates of wills, or 
letters of administration, in that church ; but 
that they are not compelled to do it. Also that 
by so doing they are not entitled to a right of 
using any subject of England, or other person 
who is not of that communion ; and that ? It hough 
the priests of that 61iuroh are allowed to grant 
such Probes, or letters of administration, to such 
as request the same of them ; yet that they have 
no authority to examine, or decide apy controversy 
between man and man, or to do or execute any 
other judicial act whatsoever.” 

Our next extract is simply curious. It appears 
that the old Chaplains 6f the Company were gene- 
rally bachelors, and that consequently the accom- 
modation assigned them was sufficient perhaps for 
a single man, but insufficient for a family. The 
Rev. Thomas Consett, who came out about this 
time, provftd to be a married fnan with a family ; 
and he accordingly prayed the Governor and 
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Council to allow him more accommodation. The 
letter is sufficiently quaint to be worth preservation. 
“ To the Honorable James Macrae, Esq. 

“ President and Governor, and the Council of 
Port St. George. 

“ Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

“ The inconveniences of my habitation are too 
manifest to be* represented, and your own appr»> 
hension of them at my first coming* was the reason 
of the proposals you were then pleased to make of 
enlarging it. Time does, not alter but lengthen 
the reasoir qf doing this, hnd since it is my lot to 
come amongst you with a family, I entreat you 
will so far distinguish me from a bachelor, as to 
allow me a habitation somewhat larger for a num- 
ber, than would strictly accommodate a single per- 
son. The consideration of our healths, besides the 
want qf several necessary conveniences in these 
strait quarters, oblig6*me to make this request ; 
otherwise would not presuiflc to give you the 
trouble of this Application and desire the* necessity 
of it may excuse. 

Your Honors, 

Most obedient humble Servaut, 

Fort St. George, 7 *and Chaplain, 

2nd December, 1729. ) T^homas Consbtt.” 

We are sorry to add that though Mr. Consett’s 
family had increased since his arrival at Fort St. 
George, the Government was unable to give him 
larger accommodation. 

The following petition to Governor Macrae and 
Council will explain itself. 
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“ The humble petition of the French Capuchin 
Missionaries. 

** Sheweth, 

“ That jour petitioners,, who have the honour and 
happiness to be established in this city under the 
auspicious protection of the honorable Company, 
and your most favourable Government, humbly 
request your Honors and the Gentlemen of Coun- 
cil’s perpiission po rebuild the cells and apartments 
belonging to our ehurch ; they being very old and 
ready to fall ; which design to do after the 
model in Tuscany, answerable to that of your Hos- 
pital and Guard house. Your condescension to 
this will entail an everlasting obligation on 
Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient & obliged humble servants, 

’ Fort St. George, ") F. Thomas. 

14tA February 1730. ) Cap. M. Assist. 

The petition was granted. 

The following entry is preserved, as it fur- 
nishes historical data, which may prove of impor- 
tance. 

“ Monday, 2nd March, 1730. A general letter 
from the President a^d Council of Bombay, dated 
the 1 1th December, was read ; advising that the 
British ambassador at (-Constantinople had sent to 
Bussorah an authentic copy of the capitulations 
betwixt England and the Port ^for regulating the 
commerce in the Turkish dominions ; that Persia 
is threatened with fresh troubles, which, with the 
cruelties committed by the Governor of Ispahan, 
has put an entire stop to all manner of trade, and 
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that Angria’s son with his Grabs had taken “ the 
WiliiatBt an English ship belonging to Bombay.” 

We bring the two following entries together, 
for the sake of the illustrations they furnish of the 
mode of collecting the* rent or revenue from the 
Company’s out villages. . 

“Monday, 22nd December, 1729. The peti- 
tion of the inhabitants and renters of Egmore aqd 
the other villages was ‘read ; seeing forth that 
for want of rain the last year, tlfey are unable to 
pay their rent ; and request therefore to be charg- 
ed no mo{e than the paddy fields produce in that 
time. * 

“ Ordered that as we think the cowle is let at 
a moderate rent, and will one year with another 
produce the renters a reasonable profit, that they 
comply with the conditions therein ; but if they 
think the term of the cowle too hard that they 
have liberty to resign.” 

“ Tuesday, 24th Mancha *2 7&G. The petition 
of PoncoUt Kiatna was read ; setting # forth that 
as he had been bound for the renters <ff Egmore 
and the other, villages, he was obliged to see the 
payments duly* made ; and that the renters having 
made default for the last year’s rent, he had ac- 
cordingly paid the amount to the Company, and 
that one Eeambaram who»had given him a bond 
of indemnity in behalf of the renters, now refuses 
to pay. Wherefore he desires the sBoard to do 
him justice in this particular, and oblige the said 
Eeambaram to pay him what he has already paid 
the Honorable Company on this ficcoun^. 

“ As this money has now been due upwards of 
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nixie months, and no satisfactory reason given for 
so long a delay, — ordered that Ecambaram and 
the renters be confined to the Choultry unless they 
will cause immediate payment. Mr. Peers (a mem- 
ber of Council) dissents to'their being confined. 

“ The rent fpr Trivatore and the other villages 
having been also' due several months, — ordered 
t^at the Secretary demand the same* ; and in case 
the renters do npt comply 'to acquaint the Gover- 
nor that ‘he may confine "them or otherwise as he 
thinks most proper.” 

Here the annals of Madras under the adminis- 
tration of Mr. James Macrae are brought to a 
close. Mr. Macrae however did not embark for 
England until the 21st of January 1731. During 
that interval some extraordinary charges of corrup- 
tion and oppression were brought against his Du- 
bash, Gooda Ancona, which will be duly discussed 
in our next chapter, and to which we sha&l add 
such particulars of ths after life of Mr. Macrae in 
his native cpuntry which may prove interesting to 
the general reader. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI1J. 

* 

LAST YCARS OF JJR. JAMES MACRAE. 

1730—46. 

On Thursday the 14jth Mays 1730, George 
Morton Pitt, Esq., arrrred from Fort St. David, 
and delivered a Commission which he liad received 
from the Honorable Company, constituting him 
President and Governor of Fort St. George, and of 
all the Company’s settlements on the coast of 
Coromandel, in the room of James Macrae, Esq. ; 
and accordingly Mr. Macrae vacated the President’s 
Chair? ^nd Mr. Pitt was installed into his new 
Office with all respect and* submission. On the 
following Tuesday the complaints against Gooda 
Anconah, the Chief Dubash of Mr. Macrae, were 
first taken into consideration by the Madras Go- 
vernment, as toll be seen by the following * entry 
in the consultations. 

“ Tuesday, 19th May, 1730. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that he has had several informa- 
tions of complaint against Gooda Anconah, the 
late Governor’s Gjiief Dubash ; some of them of 
extortion, and other crimes of a very heinous na- 
ture ; and as there is the greatest reason to believe 
that Gooda Anconah will seek * protection of the 
Country Government, to avoid the course of jus- 
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tice, (as he did once before) if not immediately 
prevented by being taken into custody ; he (the 
Governor) desires they will consult the properest 
measures to be taken on this occasion. Which 
being debated and considered, the Board are unan- 
imously of opinion that, if Gooda Anconah should 
escape, it would be of the utmost ill consequence 
to the Company’s affairs, a great disquiet and dis- 
courageipent to ..the inhabitants of this place, and 
would unavoidably draw a censure on the vigilance 
and justice of this Board, Wherefore agree that 
the Justices immediately^commit him to the cus- 
tody of the Sheriff, to be kept in the Ensign’s room 
in the Foit, with permission to go where he pleases 
to eat, but under a guard to prevent his escaping, 
till the complaint can be more regularly heard and 
examined into.” 

A few days afterwards complaints and petitions 
against Gooda Anconah poured in upon thd Mad- 
ras Government in cne continuous stream ; and 
from the latter end of May until the beginning of 
July, appear to ha/ve absorbed public attention. 
We give a few extracts from the records of this 
period, which will be sufficient to indicate the pro- 
gress of affairs. 

“ Monday, 25th May, 1780. A letter from 
Mr. Macrae was read', requesting that Gooda 
Anconah might be allowed to come to him at .the 
Garden house' to settle some accounts ; which, the 
Sheriff being acquainted with, he represents that he 
cannot be answerable for so important a prisoner 
in such a place. Wherefore agreed that Mr. Macrae 
may send his Accountant or any other to Anconah ; 
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and if he desires to be with him himself, that a 
convenient room in the Fort be appointee! for their 
meeting. 

“ Sundry petitions of complaint against Gooda 
Ancomih were delivered into the Board, and read 
as followeth, viz. , 

“ From Sunkah Hamah and.Tomby Chetty, Joint 
Stock Merchdhts, complaining that Gooda An- 
conah. Chief Dubash to the l«/e Governor Mr. 
Macrae, having exercised an unlimited authority 
over the Black Town, had by force and other ill 
means extorted from fhem upwards of 8,700 
pagodas at ’several times. 

“ From Muta Muten, Comra Oollati* Mootea- 
pah Chinaan, and Andachetty, setting forth that 
Gooda Anoonah having sent with peons several 
sorts of grain, and lodged the same in the peti- 
tioner’s houses, did afterwards by threats, menaces 
and confinement oblige them to pay for at most 
extravagant and extortionabl® prices ; that amongst 
the many instances, they set forth particularly that 
the complainants, having contracted and given 
earnest for upwards of 90 garce of oil seeds .at 40 
pagodas per garce, the said Gooda Anconah, 
against the consent of both parties, obliged them 
to withdraw the said earnest, and did afterwards 
compel these petitioners to receive the same oil 
seeds at the rate of 68 pagodas per garce ; a great 
part of which they have paid at the^extortionable 
rate, and are now vexed and distressed at his suit 
for the remainder. . 

" F rom Margapaf am Rangapah and Mootal Mat 
Chetty, setting forth that they having received 
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12,000 Rupees from and on account of their corres- 
pondents at Arcot, the same was forcibly seized by 
Gooda Anconnh and his peons, and carried to tho 
Governor’s Gardens ; and after keeping them 
sometime, he obliged these petitioners to sell them 
at 310 Rupees per hundred pagodas, although the 
current price- was no more than 300 per hundred 
pfigodas ; whereby these t petitioners lost not only 
the difference of • that exchange, but also suffered 
in their credit, and their further trade obstructed 
by the fear of such practices. 

“ From Nina Chetty, Razapa Chfetty, etc. 
Shroffs, setting forth that they had delivered a 
quantity of gold into the mint to be coined into 
pagodas ; but that after some part had been coined, 
Gooda Anconali put a stop to the resfr, giving for 
reason that Governor Macrae had a quantity of 
gold to dispose of, which these petitioner^ must 
buy before theirs should be coined. Andmot with- 
standing they represented to him that they were 
then unable to buy so large a quantity, he con- 
tinued with his peons to obstruct the mint servants 
for above a month, and at last obliged these peti- 
tioners to pay him 130 pagodas for his consent to 
have their gold coined. 

“ From the Brahmins, Goldsmiths, and Gold- 
washers of the mint, setting forth that Gooda An- 
conah. Chief ^Dubash to the late Governor, having 
exercised an illegal and arbitrery authority over 
the inhabitants of the Black Town, had greatly 
distressed them,., and inflicted many gjjpvous op- 
pressions find hardships ; tha^' these petitioners m 
particular complain that Gooda Anconah had extort,- 
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ed from them upwards of 1,400 pagodas, to effect 
which he had punished them with long* and pain- 
ful imprisonments, and farther inflicted many cruel 
and unnatural tortures, and by these means forced 
them to comply with other unfair demands to tho 
ruin of themselves and families. 

“ From Nina Comra Chetty,’ Mooteapah, etc.. 
Grain Merchants, setting forth that Mar Kisfcnu 
Kao, a Brahmin and servant to jGrooda ^Anconah, 
sent for Nina, one of these petitioners’ partners, 
and ordered him to buy and measure out a parcel 
of rice ; which he refused to do, knowing it would 
be charged at an extravagant rate. Mar Kistna 
Kao, gave him very abusive language, «nd struck 
him in the face, and threatened him with the anger 
of his master, Anconah, and by these means did 
compel the petitioners to take and pay for the said 
rice ; that Maj: Kistna Kao had extorted from these 
petitioners, by threats and menaces at several 
times, upwards of 300 pagodas ; that the said 
Mar Kistna Kao had sent a quantity pf paddy to 
these petitioners’ houses, against then* consent, 
and compelled them to pay 60 pagodas per garce 
for the same, Vhen the market price was no more 
than 40 pagodas per garcc, with other acts of 
cruelty and extortion. 

“ The complainants in the* several petitions 
being called in, it was recommended to them first, 
to apply for justice to the Mayor’s Oourt ; and if 
they should not be satisfied with the determina- 
tion there, they might then apply to this Board 
and should have a shearing. 

“ It being represented to the Board, that sun- 

10 
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dry reports are industriously spread to intimidate 
the inhabitants from complaining of the injuries 
received from Anconah, and others concerned with 
him; insinuating that they have still influence 
enough to hinder their complaints being heard, or 
if heard and determined they will after lie reversed 
to the prejudice of the complainef. Wherefore to 
prevent any ill impressions from such scandalous 
insinuations, and to give “peace and quiet to the 
minds of the people ; — it is ordered that public 
notice be put up <at the Sea gate, to acquaint the 
inhabitants they may apply to the Courts of Jus- 
tice without any fear or apprehension ; 'and be as- 
sured of a fair and candid hearing and suitable 
redress for the wrongs they have suffered, and that 
such determinations will not be revoked hereafter, 
but remain in full force for ever.” 

“ Tuesday, 2nd June, 1730. Seven petitions of 
complaint against Gooda Anconah were rgafi con- 
taining in substance* as followetli. (We publish 
one only asj, a specimen of the whole.) 

“ From* Gopal and Gruapah, Merchants, set- 
ting forth that they being entrusted with the sale 
of a ifiamond did accordingly dispose thereof to 
the best bidder ; that Gooda Anconah hearing of 
this sale sent for these petitioners and demanded 
the diamond to hs brought to him, but that not 
being in the power of these petitioners they were 
sent away under a guard of peojjs ; that the next 
day they were carried to the Governor .at his Gar- 
den house, where after a great many menaces and 
threats of £hc pillory, and being lianged»%nd such 
like punishments for daring to sell the stone to 
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any but the Governor, it was proposed that these 
petitioners should pay 8,000 pagodas ai a fine for 
this heinous crime. But these petitioners repre- 
senting their poor condition and inability to pay 
such a sum, it was af length brought down to 
1,000 pagodas ; which sum they , actually paid to 
the Governor. Besides which Anconah insisted on 
a gratuity fop interposing with his good offices ; 
otherwise, os he told these petitioners,, they had 
surely lost their ears ; that Gopal, one of these 
petitioners, earned 75 pggodas to Gooda Anconah 
on this account, but lit? not contented therewith 
ransacked his cloth and found about him a' small 
diamond of more value, which he tocA from the 
said Gopal. Tbnt Gooda Anconah did also exact 
50 pagodas on account of a diamond mortgaged 
to Ball Chetty, and by him to the Governor; and 
that after this these petitioners did again fall un- 
der tfle governor’s displeasure, and were confined 
to the Choultry prison ; whence they could not 
be released till they had further paj/l to Gooda 
Anconah the sutn of 150 pagodas, which sum he 
has within a few 1 days past returned. , 

“ All which petitions are referred to the Honor- 
able the Mayor s Court.” 

The following petition with many others, arc 
recorded in the consultations. It is impossible to 
publish the whole, but the following selections will 
suffice to illustrate the general character of the 
charges whicli were brought against this corrupt 
and tyrannical Native. 

“ Thelramble pfctition of Muta Mitten, Comra 
Collati, Mootcapali Chinaan, and Anda Chetty. 
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“ Sheweth, 

That vtfur petitioners have been sufferers up- 
wards of 6,400 pagodas, by several parcels of rice, 
paddy, grain, natcheni, oil seeds, and other species 
of grain, which he the said 'Anconah, hath forcibly 
put upon your petitioners ; sometimes by abusive 
language and threatenings to go to the Honorable 
Governor, and by some charge and complaint 
against your petitioners, thereby as he said your 
petitioners should' be put in the pillory, lose their 
ears, and be whipped out of the Company’s Bounds ; 
sometimes harassing yourvpetitionera with, frequent 
messages and attendance upon him ; and in case 
your petitioners not coming upon such summons, 
frequently hath he sent his peons Pooteali, Kist- 
itamah, Yeraugo, Jtaganaculoo, Sangomiah and 
others to haul and drag your petitioners by force 
from their families ; and having expelled your 
petitioners, shut up their Shops and Warehouses, 
to prevent their trade and livelihood, till your 
petitioners Should submit to his impositions. Many 
times have nis servants compelled your petitioners 
to be in his Warehouses, wherein his grain was 
measuring, as if by consent ; commahding the coo- 
lies to carry such and such parcels to such and 
such godowns belonging to your petitioners, where 
the coolies would by his order set it down before the 
door, and leave it to rapine and the weather ; at the 
same time commanding your petitioners to take, buy 
and pay for such parcels thus forcibly thrown upon 
their hands ; and upon non-compliance, or even 
cmleavouripg to put off the » payment, the said 
Anconali and Mar Kistnn, have beat, bruised. 
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whipped, and confined your petitioners, not only 
within doors, but even uncovered in. thft sun till 
payment. Yea many times have they so done, 
even for refusing to receive some parcels of rice 
and oilseeds, though at the most exorbitant prices. 
If your petitioners scrupled to buy ,or take at such 
prices, giving for reason the ordelr of consultation 
whereby all persons were forbid to buy or sell 
above such limited rates f and yous petitioners then 
saying they were afraid that the tJovemor should 
hear of such bargains, and they bs most justly and 
severely punished, ne ftie said Ancona would 
laugh and put a scorn und contempt on the said 
order of consultation, saying who could tall the Go- 
vernor of what he does ? who dare to complain of 
the dearness of his rice ? he always would stay by 
•the Governor, and if your petitioners would take 
his rice at his price, they might sell it again with- 
out feftr ^of pcrsecutisn upon the said order of 
consultation. • 

“If it should be asked why your^, petitioners 
submitted to such severities ? or wherefore did 
not your petitioners make a regular complaint 
of these things before ? your petitioners must 
appeal to the knowledge of all men, how often 
they have complained of these things in a 
private manner ; and should *indoubtedly have 
been more ready to have done the same in the 
most public and ^solemn manner, had your pe- 
titioners any hopes of relief, or could they have 
been secure from the resentment and revenge of 
this great favorite of the then Governor's, whose 
authority aud dread servitude were so deeply im- 
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planted in every man’s heart, tliat your petitioner’s 
complaints were only answered by a comparison of 
other the like facts upon other inhabitants. No 
one dared to council or advise your petitioners 
to complain ; no one could flatter your petitioners 
with hopes of success. Many petitions have un- 
doubted by this time convinced your Honors that 
the said Anconah hath so used the greatest of 
Merchants, that the best*' families in Town have 
occasion to murmur at his impositions. The Com- 
pany’s Covenanted Merchants confess they have 
felt his extortions and abuses ; and so far were 
they from complaining, that they then” thought it 
their interest to flatter the vanity, and soothe the 
lioentious power of this favorite, by the most ser- 
vile adulation and attendance upon him all hours 
in the day and night. The Company’s sworn 
Measurers made their Court to him by false 
measurnge and perjury. The Company’rf’peons 
neglected their duty, and at his beck and word, 
harassed ^pd watched over the 'Confinement of 
such as were so unhappy as to be the objects of 
his passions. Every man in the street hath seen 
him publicly triumph over the sa&red rights and 
distinctions of the Castes and sects ; and made the 
very Churches his hoards to secrete grain under a 
pretence of charity, when in truth he brought forth 
the grain privily, and sold it at midnight for 
double the consultation price. These and many 
more public and private tokens are most convin- 
cing marks of his arbitrary sway over all. men and 
nil things ,in the “ Black TowiJ, — your .petitioners 
hope will be thought sufficient reasons for their 
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passive acquiescence, and non-prosecution against 
a torrent of power during the administfation of 
his Master the late Governor Macrae.” 

“ Tuesday, 9th June 1730. 

“ The humble petitibn of Moomadue Chetty 
Tommiah, 

“ Showeth, 

“ That you**Petitioner hath for many years been 
a considerable trader tc? this port in grain and 
other goods from the Northward * and having duly 
paid the Honorable Company’s customs, and other 
usual port charges, nlwtiys met with good usage 
and encouragement, till sometime in the month of 
March 1729, when some of your Petitioner’s con- 
cerns arrived at this port under the care of two 
Gomastas, — one named Maurollee Juggoo, the 
other Strepaudum Nersia, — whom Gooda Anconali 
of this place, servant to the late Governor James 
Macrdb, # Esq., sent "for by his peon Jangomiah, 
and demanded of them to deliver to him two garce 
of rice and two. of paddy ; which they §juleavoured 
to evade, and assured him they were not the owners 
thereof, but only employed as servants to your 
Petitioner to dispose of the said goods ; besides 
which all the rice and paddy they had in their pos- 
session was already contracted for and they could 
not sell it to any other person. WVt which refusal 
the said Gqoda Anconali was in a great passion with 
your petitioner’s servants ; and after'having threa- 
tened and abused, bid them in particular take 
care of to-morrow. In the morning the said Gooda 
Anconali 'Went to his Master, the ther^ Governor, 
and ■ framed some complaint of what your Pcti- 
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tioner’s servants know not.* But they were there- 
upon ordered to be beaten with a chawbuck five 
stripes at every Banksall ; at the hearing ofwhich 
Strepaudum Nersia made his escape, but the other 
Maurollee J uggoo underwent that punishment ; of 
which when yopr Petitioner saw him a month after 
he was in great' torment, and the pain thereof 
tijrew him into a flux and fever, of «wnich he died 
the day r after your Petitioner saw him. All the 
rest of your Petitioner’s servants, whose duty it 
was to look after- the Banksals, fled for fear ; and 
left your Petitioner’s goods exposed to rapine ; by 
which your Petitioner lost near the value of one 
hundred and twenty pagodas, ' which was actually 
stole from your Petitioners Banksals at that time. 
The day after your Petitioner’s servants had re- 
ceived the aforesaid punishment, Anconah sent for 
them again to his house, and asked them in an in- 
sulting manner, if they were ‘not grown and 

whether they would comply with his demand. To 
which yom. Petitioner’s servants could answer no 
other thad that he might do his pleasure ; and he 
thereupon sent Marcasaya with a maracal, who 
after his way caused to be measured one garce and 
twenty maracal of rice, and three hundred and 
sixty maracal of paddy, which with the over* 
measurage, was .then «worth to your Petitioners 
Pagodas 150, fanams 14, and cash 68.. For pay- 
ment of which sum, vour Petitiopcr’s servants often 
attended on the said Anconah, and at last received 
from him sixty pagodas ; on the payment of which 
he insisted that they should sign a full . discharge, 
which they accordingly did. By which matters 
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afore related, it doth appear that, together with the 
interest now due thereon, your Petitions# is a suf- 
ferer by the said Gooda Anconah to the amount of 
Pagodas 229, fanams 80, and cash 58 ; and there- 
fore prays your Honors will please to grant a gene- 
ral relief and, 

Your Petitioners as in duty bound shall 

ever pray.” 

The following statements appear in ’the Con- 
sultations. 

“Tuesday, 16th Juncj*1730. It being observed 
that in the petitions of the merchants dealing in 
grain, there is constant complaint made* of undue 
measurage ; although there is an officer parti- 
cularly appointed. for that purpose, and sworn 
to do justice. Wherefore the Town Measurer was 
called for, ,»nd being examined, on this head he 
acknowledges that o4 late there has not been jus- 
tice done to the merchant* in measuring their 
grain ; for that Gooda Anconah gave him orders 
always to take over measurage ; ana \hat he re- 
presented to Anconah the ill-consequences of such 
a practice, but that he bid the Measurer do ft, and 
Anconah would take the ill-consequences upon 
himself. TRat in pursuance to his orders he used 
sometimes to take more but never less than 40 
maracals in every garce he measured for Anconah 
of grain, seeds, # &c. ; the quantity • of which he 
says to the best of his knowledge amounts to six 
or seven hundred garce ; but says when the same 
graiu seeds, &c. we»e delivered again to others, he 
did not make any allowance but struck the mara- 

11 
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eals to even measure. He further saith that An- 
conah’s ptons locked up the Company’s roaracals, 
so that none could measure but as he pleased ; 
and that they customarily^ measured the grain all 
the day, and in the night time carried it away ; 
that after 'the Company’s order for selling 12 
maracals of paddy for a pagoda, the poor people 
canid get none in the bazgr, it being 1 all earned to 
Anconah’s Godo^yns, and sold in the night some- 
times for 90 pagodas per garcc.” 

“ Saturday, 20th June, ,1730. Petition of Jella* 
pilla Naugonah, setting ft/rth that in the year 1720 
Gooda Anconah, intending to go up in the coun- 
try, delivered to this petitioner a considerable sum 
of money to remain with him at interest ; and 
also left with him a bond payable by Mar Kistnah. 
That during Gooda Anconah’s absence, the peti- 
tioner paid to his order the whole amount of the 
money so entrusted ; and tliaC the bond from Mar 
Kistnah was not nor cttuld be recovered. That after 
Anconah W8,s settled in the service of Governor Mac- 
rae, he sent for the petitioner and told him that what 
money had been paid to his order was of no signi- 
fication, and that he should be further accountable 
for the bond «f Mar Kistnah’s for 16G0 pagodas ; 
and that he did, by confining the petitioner and 
his whole family near 3 'months, oblige him to give 
bonds to the amount of 3,500 pagodas. That 
sometime aftei 1 , in consequence of, these bonds being 
for 2000 pagodas, he was again kept a prisoner, 
till by selling his houses, and other means., he rais- 
ed and paid the sum of 2,230 ; and that being 
again confined, Gooda Anconah obliged him to 
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give further bond for 2000 pagodas, in lieu of the 
other as forcibly obtained for 1500 pagodas.” 

"Friday, 10th July, 1730.* Two petitions of 
complaint against Gooda Anconah were read viz. : 

" From Poncola Kisftmh and Com Chetty, late 
renters of the beetle and tobacco , farm ; setting 
forth that during the time these "petitioners rented 
said farm, Gosda Anconah, servant to the late Gp- 
vernors James Macrae, ]®sq., did send for and de- 
mand of them several sums of money, ns well as 
large quantities of beetle.and tobacco, which were 
delivered according to hie order, and amount in 
value to pagodas 3X>68 and fanams 5. For pay- 
ment of which sum they have several times made 
application to Gooda Anconah, but without effect, 
and they now seek redress at this Board. 

“ From Juddooram, setting forth that Cosheram, 
a Guzerat Merchant, having adopted this peti- 
tioner*foj his son, die? in his last will and testa- 
ment bequeath his effects to '•this petitioner ; and 
at his decease was put in possesion thereof. That 
some time after, Gooda Anconah, servant to the 
late Governor, sent for tliis petition ; and after ^nany 
menaces and threats to disposses this petitioner, 
sent him to the Choultry prison, wj*cre he was 
confined for three days ; and being released upon 
bail, Gooda Anconah demanded «f him the sum of 
two thousand pagodas to let the petitioner enjoy 
the said effects, uq^ler pretence that lie was not the 
lawful heir. Which sum beiug denied, he fell to 
one thousand five hundred and at last to seven hun- 
dred pagodas ; which sum the petltionerjraid him, 
being in dread of his power. But the same being 
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an unjust demand and illegally and arbitrarily ex- 
torted, luimbly prays redress. 

“ Ordered that ttic petitioners be referred to the 
Honorable the Mayor’s Court.” 

Such was the general tenor of the petitions 
against Gooda* Anconah, all of which were re- 
ferred to the Mayor’s Court* By the 16 th of 
July, Gooda Anconah had been fined *20,000 Pago- 
das, whilst many ( demands against him still re- 
mained unsettled. How" far Governor Macrae 
was implicated in these transactions, it is impossi- 
ble to say ; but there doda not appear to have been 
any direct charges brought against him ‘personally, 
and there*was no such investigation into his con- 
duct of affairs, as had taken place after the retire- 
ment of previous Governors. ' The subsequent en- 
tries respecting Mr. Macrae are very meagre and 
unimportant. In August the same year (1780) 
we find that he was allowed * a hundred rnntl fifty 
pagodas a month for his table expenses ; and in 
the following January we meet with the following 
entry, dated only two days before Mr. Macrae em- 
barked for England. 

“ Tuesday, 19th January, 1731. * A letter from 
James Macro*, Esq., acquainting that he could not 
invest his money in diamonds without a manifest 
loss ; and Bills not being procurable, he was obliged 
to carry it home in current pagodas ; 25,000 of 
which he dedires to lade on th/e “ Craggs,” and 
25,000 iffore on the *‘ Fordwich.” He also de- 
sired that the freight and custom may be left to 
the Company’s determination "-r— which is agreed 
to, and a letter being wrote to the Honorable 
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Court of Directors to advise thereof, was read and 
signed.” 

On the 21st January, 1731, Governor Macrae 
set sail for England, after an absence of some 
forty years. Without *a wife, and without of 
course any legitimate child, he appears to have re- 
turned to his native land, laden frith a fortune po- 
pularly estimated at above a hundred thousand 
pounds. According to it tradition^published a few 
years back in the “ Ayrshire Observer, ” t*hc vessel 
in which Mr. Macrae returned to England, was 
captured . on its way bji a privateer ; and the 
shrewd ex J Governor, knowing the vessel to have 
on board a valuable cargo of diamonds, had the 
address to get the ship ransomed for a comparative- 
ly small sum. We are also told by the same au- 
thority that the East India Directors were so 
pleased with the Governor’s conduct in India, 
that ftn^his return they enquired how they could 
reward him. lie is said k> have replied that if 
he had done anything meritorious, he would leave 
the reward to them. We have not lrdwever suc- 
ceeded in discovering what was the value of the 
reward conferred on the ex-Governor, or if indeed 
any pecuniary reward were conferred at all. The 
story in itself is quite in keeping with the character 
of Mr. Macrae, in the matter pf his allowance for 
table expenses already noticed, it is. recorded that 
Governor Pitt hay. frequently desired his predecessor 
to give in some account of his expenses, but that 
Mr. Macrae declined doing anything of the sort, 
and left the Board* to allow liftu whatever they 
thought proper. 
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On Mr. Macrae’s arrival in England, his first 
object appears to have been to enquire about the 
fortunes of his family. It seems that his mother 
had been dead some years, and that his sister, who 
was still living at Ayr, had married a mnn named 
MacGuire, who gained a livelihood partly as a car- 
penter- and partly as a fiddler at kirns and wed- 
dings. Mr. Macrae accordingly wrote to his sister 
at* Ayr, enclosing a large' sum of money, and en- 
gaging to provide handsomely for herself and 
family. The surprise of Mr. and Mrs. MacGuire 
was of course unbounded; and they are said 
to have given way to their delight by indulging in 
a luxury ^hicli will serve to illustrate both their 
ideas of happiness, and the state of poverty in 
which they had been living. They procured a loaf 
of sugar and a bottle of brandy ; and scooping out 
a hole in the sugar loaf, they poured in the brandy, 
and supped up the sweetened , spirit with spoons, 
until the excess of felicity compelled them to close 
their eyes in peaceful slumber. , 

The gravJB object which Mr. Macrae appears to 
have had in view during the remaining years of his 
life, Was the elevation of his sisters family, the 
four daughters of Mr. and Mrs. MacGuire.* The 
eldest married Mr. Charles Dalrymple, who was 
Sheriff Clerk of Ayr, and received the estate of 
Orangefield. # The tradition is still preserved of a 
large box of tea, a great rarity at that time, having 
been presented to Mrs. Dalrymple by Governor 

•* The information here given has been derived from’ 
dcsccndantsrpr connexions of the- family who ore still 
living. 
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Macrae; and this box proved so large that the 
doors at Orangficld would not admit it, and it be- 
came necessary to haul it up on the outside for 
admission at a large witjdow. This box strongly 
bound with brass is still in existence, and is us^d 
as a corn chest by Dr. Whitehousc of Ayr. The 
second daughter married Mr. James Erskine, who 
received the estate of Alva ; and was afterwards 
eleyated to the Bench under the tbjte of Lewd Alva. 
The third daughter married William, the thirteenth 
Earl of Glencairn. In. this ihatcli Governor 
Macrae took the liveliest 'interest, but it did not 
come off till the year 1744 ; and then the old 
Nabob was so seriously ill that the doctor could 
not assure him of living until the solemnization of 
the nuptials. On this occasion Governor Macrae 
gave his ncice as “ tocher” the barony of Ochiltree, 
which jiad cost him £25,000, as well as diamonds 
to the value of £45,o6o. But the marriage did not 
prove a happv one, for the Ea?l had no real affection 
for his wife, liotvevcr much he may ha\3& # respeetcd 
her wealth. The Earl however was not inclined to 
submit to any Jaunting allusions to his wife’s fami- 
ly, for when Lord Cassilis reproached him at a ball 
with having so far forgotten his rank as to many 
a fiddler’s daughter, he at once replied, — “ Yes, 
my Lord, and one of my fSther in law’s favourite 
airs was “ The Gipseys cam’ to Lord Cassilis’s 
yett,” — referring Uo the elopement of a Countess of 
Cassili§ with the Gipseys, celebrated in the old 
song of “ Johnny Faa.” The second son of this 
Earl of Glencairn by* the niece of Governor Macrae, 
succeeded to his father’s title as James, fourteenth 
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Earl of Glencairn, and is knofrn as a benefactor of 
the Poet c Burnsr; This Earl died in 1791, when 
Burns wrote his <c Lament for lames, Earl of 
Glencairn,” concluding w^fch the following pathetic 
lines : — 

“ The bridegroom may forget the bride. 

Was made his wedded wife yestreen ; 

The monarch may forget the crdwn 

Thatfpn his neafr an hour has been ; 

The mithei' may forget the bairn 

That smiles sae sweetly on her knee ; 

But I’ll remember thee, Glencairn, 

And a’ that tli&u hast done for me !” 

* 

The ftfhrth daughter of the MacGuires married 
a young gentleman of suspicious origin, who went 
by the name of James Macrae. This young man 
was said to be the nephew of the old Governor, 
but he is generally supposed to have been a na- 
tural son. The barony of fiouston was •conferred 
upon the pair, but tfie subsequent career of this 
branch o^^-he family was far from fortunate. A 
son known as Captain Macrae became a reputed 
Vmlljfc and. professed duellist at Edinburgh ; and 
is represented in one of the caricatures of the 
time ns practising with a pistol at a barber’s block. 
In 1790 Captain Macrae fought a celebrated duel 
with Sir George *Slarasfty, in which the latter was 
mortally wounded. It seems that whilst both 
gentlemen were escorting soma, ladies out of the 
Theatre in Edinburgh, their servants quarrelled as 
to whose carriage should be drawn up at the door. 
Each of the gentlemen took h'is servant’s part, and 
the result was the duel,, which occasioned the death 
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of Sir George Ramsay and the exile and outlawry 
of Captain Macrae. 

In conclusion we must notice the very few re- 
corded events which are still preserved of the last 
years of Governor Macrfte. The old Anglo-Indian 
appears to have passed some fifteen years in his na- 
tive country prior to his death in* 1746. In 1733 
he was admitted as a burgess of the old town yf 
Ayr, when his name was # entered as “ James Ma- 
crae, late Governor of Madras/* *In 1734 he pre- 
sented the citizens of Glasgow with the metallic 
equestrian, statue of kiAg William which still 
adorns that city. . How he employed himself 
during the latter years of his life is«mo where 
stated, beyond the bare fact that he lived and died 
at Orangefield. We can easily however imagine 
the old man busy in promoting the advancement 
of his nieces, and in superintending the estates 
which' ^Repurchased time to time. One of 

his last recorded acts occurred in December, 1745, 
when lie lent .£5000 to the community of Glasgow, 
to meet the sum which had been levied from 
them by Prince Charles. lie died somewhere 
about the year*l 740, and was buried in Prcsfwich 
Churchyard. Such is the eventful story of Go- 
vernor Macrae, the son of a washerwoman of Ayr. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

GOVERNORSHIP 'OF MR. GEORGE MORTON PITT. 

1730,-31. 

Mr. George Morton Pitt succeeded to the Gover- 
norship of Fort , St. George, and of all the Com- 
pany’s settlements on th£ coast of Coromandel, on 
the 14th of May, 1730. The first few months of 
his administration were sufficiently occupied in re- 
ceiving the complaints against Gooda Anconali, the 
Chief Dubasli of Governor Macrae, already record- 
ed in the previous chapter. But the following 
little entry within two days of his accession, 
having reference to the repeal of .Governor Mac- 
rae’s order against £he * exportation of Silver, is 
worthy of being preserved. 

“ Saturday, 1 Otli May, 1730. The President ob- 
serving that in Consultation the 25th August last, 
the prohibition against^ exporting silver only was 
taken off, and that that on gold is still continued ; 
whereas it seems the intent of the Honorable Com- 
pany that it should be taken off from both : where- 
fore ordered that^he Secretary give public notice, 
that the' inhabitants and others have full liberty 
to carry their gold into the couiftry uncoined.” 

The following brief entry exhibits the punish- 
ment awarded against Gooda Anconah, 

“Thursday, lGth July, 1730. The President 
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representing to the Board that Gooda Anconah 
having been fined 20,000 pagodas, which* is order- 
ed by the Company to be laid out in grain and 
distributed amongst the poor ; but it being doubt- 
ed whether there will be sufficient effects found to 
answer the other just demands upon Anconah, he 
"proposes that the fine when levied shall lie in the 
Company’s Cash till that is known, and after- 
wards make the distribution, which is agreed to.” 

In dealing with the annals of Governor Macrae’s 
administration we have sufficiently indicated his 
arbitrary character. We •however publish the fol- 
lowing extrhet as a.still further illustration of the 
relation which existed in old time between the 
President and members of Council. 

“ Monday, 2 2nd June, 1730. After reading 
the letter (from the Directors animadverting on 
the arbitrary conduct of Governor Macrae) tlie 
President told the Board that he hoped always to 
see such an harmony there, that every thing would 
go with unanimity ; but as the former administra- 
tion had been reflected upon for severely treating 
those Gentlemen who spoke their opinions freely, 
it behoved lii& to declare tliat, as Ms intention 
was to serve the Company in the best manner, he 
should be glad of their advice upon all occasions ; 
and as be thought it to bo event man’s right to 
enter his dissent whenever he pleased, lie should 
be far from resenting, either by his- influence or 
power, so justifiable a practice.” 

The following notice concerning the origin of 
the “ M” Pagodas is# very interesting. 

Saturday, 5tli September, 1731). Xhc President 
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observing to the Board what is recommended in 
the last general letter concerning the badi$ss of 
pagodas, desires this affair may be now taken in- 
to consideration, and that the Assay Master may 
be sent for to assist with lAs advice. Mr. Weston 
was accordingly, called in, and acquaints us that the 
pagodas grow daily worse ; and that some he tried 
in. May last were no better than eighty three and a ' 
half touch ; whereas they' ought to be of the valpe 
of the Negapatam pagodas, which is eighty-five and 
three quarters. -The Board taking into considera- 
tion the danger the Company’s estate is in ; and 
that commerce must inevitably suffer if this uncer- 
tain money circulates longer unsuspected ; and 
that though we defer taking proper measures to 
prevent this abuse at present, at last there will be 
an absolute necessity to do it (may be, when it will 
give a much greater shock to trade) ; and likewise 
no time can be so proper As when the Company ’s 
cash is so low, as no\f by the large draught sent 
to the Bay .by the “ Cadogan.” We therefore come 
to the following resolution, in order to secure the 
Company’s estate, which we hope will be sufficient 
to open the eyes of every body cl&'e, who must 
otherwise be undone by their credulity. 

“ That a new pagoda be. coined of equal weight 
and fineness with the' Negapatam pagoda, and 
with the same stamp, only distinguished with the 
letter M on each side the iinagp ; which shall be 
current in all brauches of the Company’s business, 
and that no other sort shall be paid or received, 
excepting jn the “ Northern investments, where the 
old Madras pagoda is only current, But as this 
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resolution cannot be put in practice till we have 
a supply of gold from China and ojsctvhcre to 
make 0 circulation, we declare that this order of 
the Board shall not be ii^ full force till the first of 
May ensuing ; when we are in hopes the Eastern 
ships wilf be returned, and the merchants have 
sufficient time td coin the gold tfiey purchase into 
the above said Specie ; which were we to insist upon 
before a supply arrives, they mu^ be obliged to 
melt down the present coins, and be considerable 
losers in giving it a -new stamp.”' 

In the first chapter of the annals of the admi- 
nistration of Governor Macrae, wc found occasion 
to notice at some length the steps taken td increase 
the business at the Madras Mint, and to put a 
stop to the coinage of inferior rupees by the 
country powers. Mr. Macrae expected to carry 
out his plan by preventing the exportation of silver, 
and refusing the mbit charges. The prohibition 
however was repealed, as we have seen, and of 
course led to tire reconsideration of th^ allowance 
made to the Brahmin minters in the Madras Mint. 
On the same day therefore that the Assay Master 
was sumraoneif to give his opinion upon the bad 
pagodas, he took the opportunity of representing 
the case of the Mint Brahmins. Tty? circumstance 
is thus recorded. 

“ At the same time Mr. Weston the Assay 
Master delivers petition from the Mint Brah- 
mins, representing the hard conditions upon which 
they are obliged to coin rupees ; which they 
consented to, only* because they wen* promised 
and flattered that there should be a prohibition of 
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all uncoined silver being exported ; by which 
means t&e^ would be so pcrpetuully employed that 
their gains would be equal to, or more than, what 
it was before ; and requesting that half per cent, 
more be allowed them as heretofore ; since we had 
thought fit to take off the prohibition, tfpon due 
consideration of the matter, we dgree to their re- 
quest ; being sensible that the pr<Shibition of ex- 
porting .silver inland was the motive that induced 
them to consent to coin at the present rate ; and 
lost too great n restraint upon them who are 
numerous and poor, Should tempt them to de- 
bauch the coin, which is well known to he the prac- 
tice in foreign mints where the Arcot rupee is 
coined cheaper.” 

The regulation of the price of grain appears to 
have been a mania with the Madras Governors in 
the olden time, notwithstanding the severe lessons 
they had received respecting'the utter impracticabi- 
lity of such measures'. The following extracts tell 
their own etory. » 

“ Tuesday, 29th September, 1730. Great com- 
plaints being made that the merchants, dealing in 
rice and paddy, secrete the same, ail'd withhold its 
coming to market ; and it being necessary, in or- 
der to prevent ^he ill consequences of such a prac- 
tice, to be informed of the quantities of grain in 
the place, and the possessors thereof : it is ordered 
that public nbtioc be given, thq» all persons being 
possessed of more than B garce of rice or paddy, 
do declare the same within S days to Messrs. 
Hubbard end Morse, on penalty of being severely 
fined ; and that whomsoever Shall, within 8 days 



> 730 - 81 .] 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


95 


after, discover and pi’ovc any such conceal- 
ment shall have 10 pagodas as reward.” 

“ Tuesday, Gth October, 1730. Notwithstand- 
ing the order of last Consultation for discovering 
the stock of grain in tlnf place, the Committee ac- 
quaint the Board that they receive^ notice only of 
a few small parcels ; whereby it ‘appears the Mer- 
chants hoard up their grain in order to enhance the 
price j and the markets lftiving been quite empty 
for several days, and consequently the poor griev- 
ously distressed thereby : — it is ordered that all 
the Merchants dealing ii grain by the great, be 
obliged to well theij- stock on hand at the rate of 
60 pagodas per garce for rice, fend paddy at 30 
pagodas ; that the retailers shall be obliged to sell 
it again rice at 1 measures for one fanam, and 
twice the quantity of paddy, and no dearer on any 
pretence whatever ; that Messrs. Hyde, Burton, 
Peers, tugj Morse be appointed as a Committee to 
see these orders complied with, and the markets 
fully supplied at that rate ; and that tl^ey may be 
the better able to do this, it is ordered! that no 
grain be sold between the hours of six in the even- 
ing and six in *the morning ; and also that the 
Committee be authorized to seal up all godowns 
or repositories of grain in order to secure the same 
for public use.” 

“ Ordered that the Secretary, do give public 
notice thereof.” 

The following very extraordinary story is best 
told in the language of the original record. 

"Monday, 11th •January, 1731. ^he Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that a very surprising 
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accident having happened this morning, which by 
a false representation might be used very much to 
the detriment of his character ; he thinks it in- 
cumbent on him to clear that, by giving them 
the whole account of the affair which is thus. 
One Gruapn, r a person frequently entrusted with 
the sale of diamonds, had for some months 
amused him with the notice of ^having in his 
custody, a diamond of' the most extraordinary 
size that had been known ; which made the Pre- 
sident very desirous to treat with him about the 
purchase of it ; which the man seemed inclined to, 
and promised to bring the diamond to the Presi- 
dent ; btit with a number of trifling excuses he 
delayed and shifted it off from one .time to another 
till iast Wednesday ; when Gruapa came to him in 
Company with Ponchola Kistna and Permaul, and 
told him he had brought the diamond he promised, 
but could not then let him 'hce it, the asief owner 
not being in the wky ; and then delivered him 
a large b«dse, scaled with three seals,* which he 
said were the owner’s, who would wait on the Pre- 
sident in a few days and strike the bargain. The 
President observed to him that* the stamp of 
one of the three seals was imperfect, which he im- 
mediately offered to correct with his own seal. 
But the President hieing very desirous to see 
the diamond, told him if he had power to 
alter the seal, he had poorer to open the 
bidsc ; on which he recollected himself, and tear- 
ing off a pieco of his clout, carefully wrapped 
that about the bulse, and liked a soul thereon ; 
which was a small cornelian stone lie took from 
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his turban ; and so he left the bulse ; having at 
several times received before 1,300 pagodas, which 
he said the owner was in immediate want of. The 
next morning the President went to the Mount 
and carried the bulse with him ; thinking it more 
secure with himself than any wl\ere else ; but be* 
fore he had been at the Mount many hours, he was 
surprised witlf the news of Gruapa’s being dead; that 
he died suddenly in the morning, ^without. discover- 
ing any previous symptoms of illness. Mr. John 
Itoaeh and Mr. Rawsoii Hart were present with hi in 
when he • received this ndws ; which he was very 
sorry for, and hcimmediately told those Gentle- 
men of his having received a very large? diamond 
from the deceased, and showed them the bulse ; 
and further told them it had been possible to 
secrete such an affair ; but he assured them, 
though he had not agreed for the sum, he was re- 
solveiT the man’s faintly should have full as much 
as he could afford to have given had the man been 
alive. After the President’s return fronytjie Mount, 
lie was acquainted that the same Gruapa had been 
with Mr. Macrae, and offered to lodge with him a 
large diamomf upon receiving 10,000 pagodas; 
but he refusing to let Mr. Macrae see the diamond 
they came to no agreement. This story gave 
some suspicion to the Prc^l (lent, 4 •who being willing 
to be satisfied, and not knowing who the owner 
was, he sent ton* Mr. Roach and Mr. Hart, who 
had befoi % e seen the bulse ; and showing them the 
seal and satisfying them the buls<j was in the same; 
condition he receivetl it, did in their presence cut 
it open without defacing the seals ; and all that 

13 
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was found therein was a large sandy stone* which 
he delivers to the BoarcHo view. Mr. Beach and 
Mr. Hart, being present at this narration, declare 
npon oath that the parts when they are mentioned 
to be present are true. Captain Eckman, who had 
been very conversant with this man for a long 
time, being examined and shown the outer seal, 
declares upon oath that be remembers it very well, 
and knoyrs it to<be a seal that the deceased Gruapa 
had in his custody ; and that the inscription there- 
on is the word “ Raganaculoo j” and gives this 
further testimony concerning it, that Gruapa once 
offered to give him that cornelian before it was cut, 
but not caring to accept of it, his dubash desired 
Gruapa would cause it to be cut for him, but not 
being done to his liking he returned it to Gruapa. 
Captain Eckman’s dubash was called for, and 
asked his name, he says it is “ llaganaculoo j” and 
being examined concerning the seal he deuldres he 
knows it vezy well, aitvl gives the same account of 
it that Captain Eckman had done.’’ 

Ouj readers will scarcely know which to admire 
most ; the wily cleverness of Gruiipa, the pru- 
dence of that canny Scot Macrae, or the regular 
take in of Governor Pitt. The sudden death of 
the man at the very niek of time is not the least 
curious feature in the case. What further trans- 
pired, after the discovery of the yand stone in the 
place of the diamond, is not recorded. Most likely 
Mr. Pitt had to put up with the loss of the 1,800 
pagodas which he had advanced ; whilst the story 
excited far more mirth amongst the young Writers 
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and Factors than ever reached the ears of the 
Honorable the Governor of Fort St. George. 

The proceedings of that terrible pirate Angriu 
from his strongholds at Gheria and Sevemdroog 
on the Malabar Coast, $re illustrated by the follow- 
ing significant letter addressed t<\ the Governor 
and Council by the Captain of the King George 
Galley. 

" Gentlemen, 

I am informed Angria’s Grabbs have taken one 
of the Honorable Company’s Galleys, and very 
much disabled a second tty taking the advantage 
of attacking and boarding them astern, whore 
they can bring no guns to defend them ; upon 
which I have consulted my officers on board, and 
find that in 5 or 6 days, if you think proper that 
we stay so long, we can cut two ports for guns 
that will carry a three pound shot, and mount our 
swivef gwns on our Gunnels, and prepare ourselves 
with necessaries to defend Against being attacked 
in the like manner. 

1 am, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 
King George’s Galley, I Richard Boulton.” 
Feb. 3rd, 1781. J 

The following extracts illustrate the proceedings 
which were adopted at this period against the 
Ostend interloper^. 

“ Monday, 6th April, 1731. The President 
acquaints the Board that he is advised the Ostend 
ship that was at Merga, went* lately^ to Pondi- 
cheiyy, but was denied the liberty of that Port ; 
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whence she went to Tranquebar, and obtained 
protection from the Banes, where she continues in 
order to procure a cargo for Europe. Wherefore 
he proposes that the prohibition hereafter entered, 
be published in all languages, to prevent all com- 
merce or correspondence directly or indirectly with 
the Oatenders, or any concerned with them, which 
is unanimously agreed to.” 

“Monday, 6th April, M 731. George Morton 
Pitt, Esql, President and Governor of Fort St. 
George and Council, to „ all whom these presents 
may come, Greeting. <- 

“ Whereas, there is lately arrived on* this 'coast 
a ship, carrying the colours of the Emperor of 
Germany, and is now riding in the port of 
Tranquebar endeavouring to procure a cargo for 
Europe ; which -being contrary to the interest of 
the Honorable the English East India Company, 
and to the Treaties in force between the ri^pbctivc 
nations. 

“ This is IJ( therefore to give public notice, that 
whatever ihhabitant of this place shall aid or assist 
the said ship, in any manner of way, directly or 
indirectly, cither by himself or by his servants or 
correspondents, — his estate shall be confiscated 
to the use of the Honorable Company, and himself 
expelled the Bounds. And further, all merchants 
or others that have any effects or servants at 
Tranquebar, immediately arc required to withdraw 
them under pain of incurring the penalties above 
mentioned. And to the end that none may pre- 
tend ignorance, the Honorable' the President and 
Council of this place have ordered this declaration 
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to be translated into all the languages, and hung 
up at the Choultry and Sea Gate, of which public 
notice is likewise given by the beating of the tom 
tom.” 

Wc have now to rdfate what our experience 
would lead us to believe to be one. of the most 
singular stories in the records.' We give the 
entries in the consultations exactly in the order in 
which they stand. 

“Tuesday, 27th, April, 1731' The President 
acquainted the Board that complaint had been 
made him pf an insult offered to the Captain of 
the Main Guard, as .well as to the Ensign of the 
Choultry Guard, by Mr. Peers, Mr. Eox4ey, and 
Mr. Henry Solomon, on Thursday night last ? 
which tending very much to the disturbance of the 
place, and to destroy all discipline in the garrison, 
he therefore proposed that Mr. Peers, who was then 
sitting 9t ihc Board, shfculd withdraw. Accordingly 
he did so. 

“ Ensign Peele being called in, declared that he 
was alarmed by a very great noise in {he street, 
and going to see what was the matter saw Ijiree 
persons in one palankeen, which breaking just at 
the guard occasioned the noise to increase. On 
which, endeavouring to persuade them to be quiet, 
he was insulted by them ; that Mr. Peers threa- 
tened him, Mr. Solomon said he was drunk, and 
Mr. Foxley held uj^ his fist at him. This account 
was confirmed by the Serjeant and Corporal of the 
said Guard ; as also by Captain .Eckman, com- 
mander of the Main ‘Guard, who on Mr. Peers* 
complaint, sent for the Ensign and examined him ; 
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and he gave him the same account of the matter, 
as did a&so the Seijeant and Corporal. And fur- 
ther Captain Eckrnau declared that Mr. Peers 
commanded him to confine the Ensign in very 
peremptory terms, averridg he was drunk and had 
insulted him ; whereas he, the said Captain, was 
satisfied he was perfectly sober. All these depo- 
sitions are entered after consultation. 

“ The President thefi added that the next 
morning after tins happened, when he expected 
Mr. Peers should have , considered of the folly of 
what he had done, he ^as surprised to find him 
instead thereof to insist that the Ehsign should 
be punished ; and that in such terms as gave the 
President but too just reason to complain of Mr. 
Peers’ want of respect to him, which Mr. Burton, 
who was with him at the same time Mr. Peers 
insisted on this, confirmed. 

'* The Board taking into consideratimf the ill 
consequences which 4 must necessarily follow on 
such irregular proceedings, agreed that a charge 
be drawn up and given Mr. Peers, agreeable to the 
ten<y of the said depositions ; and that it be 
signified to him that his answer thereto be ready 
on Monday next. 

“ Having called in and examined Mr. Foxley 
and Mr. Solomon, the latter of whom absolutely 
denied everything charged upon him, and the 
former denied that he had lifted his fist at the 
Ensign, come to the following resolutions. 

“ That Mr. 4 Paul Foxley be suspended from 
the Honorable * Company’s Gervice, and that the 
Secretary notify it to Mr. Henry Solomon, who 
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by these actions is apparently guilty of a breach 
of the covenants entered into with the Cofcpany ; 
that he must prepare for Europe in twelve months. 
To which Resolves Messrs Hubbard and Morse 
dissented.” 

The deposition respecting this unique case are 
entered in the consultation books 'of the same day 
as follows. 

“Tuesday, 27th Apri£ 1731.^»Ensigp Peele 
declareth. — That he being commander of the 
Choultry Guard heard a, very great noise in the 
Street. He. called to the Serjeant and Corporal ‘to 
know the meaning, who could not inform him, but 
suspected it to be the uproar of some tlrunkeu 
Sailors. Whereon he ordered a part of the guard 
to be in readiness to seize and suppress them. 
When they had advanced just opposite to the 
Choultry guard, he perceived there was three per- 
sons in «ne palanke&i, who proved to be Mr. 
Peers, Mr. Foxley, and Mr. Salomons ; which be- 
ing so loaded broke down with them, qud on this 
disaster the clamour was louder than before. On 
which he went to them, and said, “ Gentlemen, I 
beg you will consider what time of night it is, and 
that you will depart about your occasions and not 
disturb the Garrison.” On this Mr. Peers came 
up to him in a very particular manner, and cried, 
— “ Who are you Sir P” He answered, “ I am 
commander of this«guard ; and it is my duty tP 
preserve the peace, and I hope you won’t disturb 
it” “ Sir !” Said Mr. Peers, “ we jmow who you 
are very well, and %liall deal with you accord- 
ingly.” Mr. Henry Solomons came up and said, 
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“ the Ensign is drunk, what signifies talking to 
such a * drunken fellow ; speak to the Seijeant ; 
I know him to be a sober man.” He replied, “ Gen- 
tlemen, if you had drank no more than 1 there 
would have been none of this disturbance to 
night.” Mr. .Paul F oxley coming near with his 
hands behind 6im, then thrust one of them al- 
most in his face, wliic^i made hftn, who had his 
sword in his htyid but not drawn, point it to him, 
and order him to keep his distance, and not dare 
to insult him in such a manner in the face of his 
Guard. Mr. Foxley said, “ You Sir, what do you 
• pretend to ? don’t you see wh© is in our company ; 
and that, after some vollics of oaths and threats, 
they retired to the main guard. All which 1 attest 
to be true. George l’eele.” 

“ Captain Eckman being sent for, and question- 
ed what passed on his guard on Saturday night 
last with respect to Mr. Petfrs and somePoShers in 
his company, answers as follows. That he being 
Coinmaqdf.r of the Main Guard on Saturday last, 
was alarmed with a violent knocking at the Fort 
Gate about two o’clock in the morning ; that the 
Serjeant coming to him and acquainting him that 
Mr. Peers and some others desired to speak with 
him, he went down to ^ them ; when Mr. Peers told 
him the Ensign *bf tlit; Choultry gate was drunk 
and had insulted him, and commanded him to con- 
fine the Ensign immediately. »Tbat he told Mr. 
Peers he could not take an officer off his guard 
without putting another in his stead, and at that 
time he had not one to relidVe him ; but he sent 
for the Ensign, and examined him on Mr. Peers’ 
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complaint, and the Ensign, who appeared to him 
to be perfectly sober, gave him the account of the 
matter which is merely a repetition of what has 
been already stated.” # 

“ Captain Eckman declares that, after the En- 
sign was returned, he sent to be . farther satisfied 
for the Serjeant and Corporal, who related the same 
story exactly, find averred^ the Ensign was perfect- 
ly sober. Notwithstanding which/Mr. Peers in- 
sisted the Ensign should be confined, and com- 
manded him positively to do it. To soothe him 
he told Mr. Peers he would secure the Ensign, and 
take care he* should be forthcoming in the morn- 
ing to answer any complaint.” 

Here follows the charge against Mr. Peers. 

** Copy of a charge exhibited by the President 
and Council of Fort St. George against Mr . Charles 
Peers , one of the Members of the said Council. 

“ For that complaiift hath been made by En- 
sign Peele, that yo \t, Charles I*eers, with other dis- 
orderly companions, viz. Mr. Paul F/>*ley, and 
Mr. Henry Solomons, did on Saturday night last, 
between the hours of one and two, approach* the 
Choultry guard with a great noise and distur- 
bance ; and being come very near to the Guard, 
you did in a most unseemly and unwarrantable 
manner, insult and thrcaten # thc sfid Ensign, who 
was commander there. That not being contented 
with the abuse anclrinsult to his face, you went to 
the Maijj Guard, which having alarmed with re- 
peated noise and knocking, you demanded to 
speak with the Captain* That when 4ie came, 
you unjustifiably assumed to command, and pe- 

. 14 
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remptorily required him to obey your orders, and 
coptine ihe aforesaid Ensign ; and this you posi- 
tively insisted on, notwithstanding all the soft per- 
suasions to the contraiy, ^md the representations 
of the injustice and irregularity of such a pro- 
ceeding. • , 

“ Which actions being lriglily culpable in them- 
selves, and having a direct tendency to subvert 
and destroy "pll good order and Government, 
which you as a member is more particularly bound 
to support and conserve the quiet of. 

“ You are hereby Required to answer to this 
charge, which answer is expected on' Monday the 
3rd Majr next, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon.” 

Before going any further with the charge against 
Mr. Peers it may be as well to notice, what has been 
already stated, that two members of Council,, Mr. 
Hubbard and Mr. Morse, dissented from tbe 
punishment already awarded to Mr. Fftxfny and 
Mr. Solomons. The dissent is this entered in the 
consultations. 

“ We dissent from that part of the Consultation 
wherein Mr. Foxley is ordered to be suspended 
and Mr. Henry Solomons sent home ; because we 
are not fully satisfied that the charge laid against 
them is clearly made good in every respect,, as we 
find those genttemen 4 dcny the worse part of it ; 
whose assertions of their innocence ought in our 
opinion to have some weight. ♦But admitting that 
the matter happened as the officers of the Guard 
have represented it, we cannot help thinking * the 
punishnfsmfc more than adequate to the crime, and 
that a reprimand from the Board would have been 
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more suitable to the nature of the offence, as well 
as to the Company’s orders. And we ‘further 
think Mr. Foxley’s long and faithful servifts 
might plead something in his behalf, and extenuate 
in some measure what is ikid to his charge, wherein 
wc don’t find there was any ill intended to the 
welfare of the Garrison.” 

James Hubbard. 

Nicoims Mcys.sE. 

We now make an extract from the consultations 
of the 3rd of May, on wluq.fi day Mr. Peers was to 
make his answer to the dharge before the Go- 
vernor and Council. . 

“ Monday, 3rd May, 1731. Mr. Peers being 
called upon for his answer to the charge exliibitcd 
against him, replied that he had not received any 
charge as he apprehended, but only a paper said 
to be a copy of one, without its being certified that 
the PreSidcnt and Cotincil had approved thereof. 
But the Board telling him “they had approved 
thereof, he then gave in his answer to it^as entered 
after this Consultation ; wherein he demands a 
hearing face to face with the persons who have 
complained agaihst him. He next proceeds to give 
an account of the affair, affirming that what noise 
they made was only laughing at the breaking of 
the palankeen, though perhaps tin* palankeen boys 
might be noisy ; that the Ensign thereupon treated 
them haughtily instead of their insulting the En- 
sign ; that they went to the Main Guard to com- 
plain of him, and denies that he uged any haughty 
language to the Captdn, or assumed any command 
over him. His answer therefore contains in it an 
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account of the proceedings of that night set in a 
different' light than by the charge ; and a demand 
to nave a hearing before the Board, as at large in 
the answer. He likewise takes notice that the 
thing happened on a Thursday night, whereas 
the charge lays it on the Saturday. 

“ He being withdrawn the error of the time 
was allowed ; and a motion being made for calling 
in the witnesses and Mr. Peers, it was resolved 
in the negative, because this Board did not act in 
this case as a Court of Judicature, but were only 
examining into the behaviour of one of the mem- 
bers of it. 

“ Then the Board, taking into consideration 
the several depositions on which the charge is 
founded, and Mr. Peers’ defence, did agree that 
the charge was fully made out and thereupon. 

“ Kesolved that Mr. Peers should be suspended 
the Company’s Service till their pleaftu'rc was 
known. To which iesolve Messrs Hubbard and 
Morse dissented, not being of opinion that the 
charge was sufficiently supported.” 

The following extracts from Mr. Peers’ defence 
contain all that is of further importance or interest 
in the affair. 

To the Honorable George Morton Pitt, Esq., 
President and Governor of Fort St. George and 
Council. 

Honorable Sir and Sirs. 0 

" After leaving Mr. Solomon’s house, we passed 
by the Choultry: Guard in our way home ; but 
just as we had turned the corner, in order to go up 
the street towards the Fort, the bamboo of the 
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palankeen broke, upon which we got out of it 
laughing at the accident only ; though <t is veiy 
likely the palankeen fellows might make sbme 
noise among themselves on its happening, as 
indeed it is generally hsual with them. Hut at 
this instant the Ensign (as it proyed, for On his 
first appearance, being undressed and in his banyon 
coat 1 did not*know him) came from off his c^t, 
and in a very haughty lAanner ciyed ouj cc None 
of your disturbance, Gentlemen*! Go along ; if 
yon don’t I will confine, you on the Guard.” I 
said, “ For what P that Ue had made no distur- 
bance, but lie might confine us if he thought pro- 
per.” Upon which he told us “ so lie would if wc 
continued to make a disturbance ; that he really 
thought by our noise that the town was on fire.” 
I replied, “ he could scarcely judge so by any 
we had made, but that he might do as he pleased.” 
It is nbW impossible tmt, finding myself insulted 
without cause, I might talk*pretty loud to him ; 
but 1 did not tacat him with any ill manners, and 
by this time having pretty well recovered himself, 
he found I was one of the Company’s council ; 
upon which hi? said he was sorry to find Mr. Peers 
was there. I answered, “ He had no occasion to 
be so, for that I did not know we had committed 
a fault ; nevertheless if I 10 thought convenient to 
confine us he might ; when I believed he would 
find who had realty committed a disturbance — 
thinking he had used me ill without just reason. 
Whereupon I left him, and said 1 would go to the 
Main Guard and acquaint it witfi what, had hap- 
pened. During our discourse with the Ensign here. 
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Mr. Foxlcy said, he thought it was impertinent 
in him t<# use one of the Council as he had done ; 
and told him he did not appear in his guard in a 
proper garb as an officer ; and Mr. Henry Solo- 
mons said he was but just * risen from off Iris cot, 
and could not well judge, bidding him ask the 
Serjeant and Corporal of the Guard if we had made 
any disturbance. Being come to the Main Guard 
gate whitfh was «hut, I knocked there, and desired 
to speak with the Captain ; who after a small 
time came down from Jiis room to me on the 
parade. I informed hirft of what had .passed at 
the Choultry, whereupon he ordered the Ensign 
to be called up ; but immediately afterwards 
I said, “ Captain Eckman, can you send for the 
Ensign off his Guard ?” To which he an- 
swered, “ Yes Sir 1 have sent for him.” I replied, 
“ you be pleased then to send some body to take 
care of the Guard ; there sedms to be a gaoft sober 
sergeant or two heref” And he said again, “ I 
will see tlievGuard taken care of.” After the Ensigu 
was come up, Captain Eckman asked him why he 
had stopped the Gentlemen as they were passing 
by ? Who told him, because we mafic a very great 
noise and disturbance. I assured Mr. Teelc hereupon 
that there was no noise other than what might be 
from the breaking of the bamboo ; and as we had 
not made any disturbance, if he would only say so 
it woidd be sufficient, and I would have nothing 
more to say to it. But. he answered “ No Sir, I 
cannot say so j”,and upon this 1 said to Captain 
Eckman, i‘ Then Sir you w&l please to relieve 
the Ensign, and keep him here till the morning, 
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till you can acquaint the Governor with what has 
happened.” Which he promised to do, telling us 
it was usual to report to him every morning from 
the Guards. In talking with Captain Eekman, 
but whether before or after the Ensign was come 
up I cannot positively recollect,,! did tell him, if 
he did not care to concern himself about it I would 
go and acquaint Mr. Eo^kc ; and further that*as 
we or the Ensign must be in the wrphg, to put either 
us or him on the Guard. To which he gave for 
answer, — “ I will take care of him,” and so ordered 
the gates- to be opened to'let us out of the Town.” 
*' * * 

“ I must account it a very great misfortune to 
lie under the odium of a charge ; but as T am free 
on that account to urge anything in my own behalf, 
[ would in the next place recommend to you to 
consider, that the subject matters of complaint is 
not fo/atiy infidelity to our Honourable Masters, or 
breach of trust committed ; so that whilst I have 
not in vielatiotpof our common oath of fidelity to 
them, or our Covenants, been unfaithful to their 
interests in committing any enormities they parti- 
cularly provide against, such as of abusing the 
trust they repose in us by vexing and distressing 
the inhabitants ; whether by extortion under the 
suspicious pretext of peicpfisitie^not allowed by 
t hem or by any other means, wilfull mismanage- 
ment or misapplication of their revenues, em- 
bezzlement of their goods, corruption and acts of 
violence, waste of their money, or. over charges in 
the prices of goods dought with it and tftc like ; — 
I say, while I have not only kept mv hands clear 
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, of fill these crimes, and my character free from the 
imputation of any of them, but have done the 
Company some services too, which have been ap- 
proved ; I will not fear so hard a fate as to fall for 
one single, I may call it sfight indiscretion, which 
has not been attended with any ill consequences, 
nor are any likely to follow it.” 

* « Most of our readers wjll probably agree with us 

tfyat thctfuss mtyle about this trivial affair, and the 
cruel punishment awarded to the three gentlemen 
concerned, seem to require some farther expla- 
nation. Wo are sorry' that it is not in our 
power to afford such an explanation, beyond stat- 
ing the •fact that the age was that of “ Sir 
Charles Grandison” and “ Clarissa Harlowe,” when 
private immorality was considered of little or 
no consequence, so long as it did not inter- 
fere with outward decorum. A century ago, the 
upper and middle classes c ‘ were slave# to de- 
corum ; as any one will be able to call to mind 
who ever pjjjoyed the felicity in boyhood of listening 
to the old world stories of grandmothers or great 
grandfathers. We have however much satisfaction 
in informing our readers that ttfe Directors at 
home reversed the sentence against the three un- 
fortunate gentlemen ; and that after the expiration 
of a year Mr. Petrs wafc restored to his seat in the 
Council. 

Had Edic Ochiltree lived in those days, he 
would no doubt have found frequent occasion to 
converse with Governor Pitt about diamonds and 
sand stoifcs, and with Mr. 'Peers about Ensign 
Poole and broken down palanquins. 
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CHAPTER XL 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MB. GEORGE MORTON PIW. 

1732—35. 

We have now arrived at a period in the annals 
of Madras-when a change ^begins to come over the 
relations between the little English colony and the 
Native powers. For some years the Carnatic would 
appear to have enjoyed comparative tranquillity 
under the Nabob Sadatulla Khan who held his 
court at Arcot. But great events were looming in 
the distance. The Mogul empire was soon to be 
threatened by the Malfrattas, who were attaining a 
power and influence superior Iven to that exercised 
by the renowned Sevajee. The Dekkan ijfas fast be- 
coming an independent kingdom under the Nizam 
Cheen Kulich Khan ; whilst Southern India 
was in the eve ?>f those great revolutions, in which 
England and France were to appear as combatants 
under rival princes, and in which that great struggle 
was to commence which terminated in the esta- 
blishment of the British empire. Accordingly the 
remaining portion «f the annals of Madras in the 
olden time, may demand a few further illustrations 
from the light of contemporary history, than has 
hitherto been found # necessary ; but such illustra- 
tions shall be as brief as possible, and be merely 
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. restricted to such as are absolutely required to ex- 
plain thd entries in the records of Madras. 

Our first entry in the year 1732 refers to the 
Mahrattas. Shao, the grandson of Sevajee, reigned 
at Sattara, which at that tfme was the capital of 
the Mahratta dominion. The Kajah however was 
a man of pleasure, and left the affairs to his cele- 
brated minister Bnjee Kao, better *known as the 
Pjishwa*. Bajefc, Kao must be regarded as the 
•founder of what may be called the second Mahratta 
empire. At an early period he had contemplated 
the conquest of Delhi, add the establishment of the 
Mahratta power upon the ruins of the Mogul. But 
he was thwarted by the intrigues of enemies at 
Sattara, and involved in a contest with the Nizam . 
The opposition of two such men as the Peishwa 
and the Nizam would be well worthy of notice in 
a history of India, but would be out of place here. 

In 1732 some sort of thrms were apparently 
concluded between *tlu; Peishwa and the Nizam. 
But in the spring we find thafc the Mahrattas 
were entering the Carnatic ; and that Sadatulla 
Khaa, Nabob of Arcot, and Abdul Nabby Khan, 
who appears to have been a Patan 'Nabob of Cud- 
dapa, were marching out to meet them. Accord- 
ingly the political department of the Madras 
Presidency was pht int.6 working order ; though, as 
our readers will perceive from the following entry, 
the expenditure of the department was placed on a 
footing which in these times we cannot but regard 
as strictly economical. 

" Monday, 24th April, 1752. The Spy peon 
at Arcot, having advised the President that the 



17M-*#.] HISTORY Ol 1 ' MADRAS. 11 S 

Mahrattas are entered this part of the country, and 
our Nabob gone to join Abdulnabby Khan in order 
to withstand them ; and requesting, in case he be 
to follow the camp, an advance to his pay in con- 
sideration of the great Expense he must necessarily 
be at in so doing; — agreed that he.be allowed ten 
pagodas per month while he is in* the camp, instead 
of the four which lie receives when at Arcot.” 

I'he records next introduce us to a gentleman 
who was subsequently to become* famous in the 
annals of Madras. The great Labourdonnais, who 
fourteen years afterwards Was to achieve the cap- 
ture of Tort St. Qeorge, first appears upon the 
stage in 1732. A year or two previously he 
had interposed in a quarrel between some Ara- 
bian and Portuguese ships in the harbour of 
Mocha ; and his service on that occasion had re- 
commended him so strongly to the Viceroy of 
Goa, tfiai the V iceroy *appoin ted him agent of his 
Portuguese Majesty on the 'coast of Coromandel. 
Here, accordingdo Mill, he remained foi;two years, 
perfecting his knowledge of the traffic and naviga- 
tion of India. In the following entry he appears 
also to have betn engaged in assisting the Ostend 
interlopers.. 

“ Monday, 1st May, 1732. The President ac- 
quainted the Board that he had received advice 
that one Monsieur LaBourdonnais in a Trench 
Ship, had carried from Porto Novo between four 
and five hundred bales for the Ostenders to Goa, 
and had put them on board her jhere ; and that 
he had in particular applied to the "Viceroy for 
liberty to transport one hundred bales, custom 
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free ; which he was informed, being obtained, bad 
occasioned a dispute between the Viceroy and the 
Custom Master ; of i$hich it is agreed to write to 
Bengal, and to desire the President and Council 
there to examine Captain * Dixon who was at Goa 
at that time abput this affair.” 

Our next extracts refer to the Nabob of Arcot, 
an£ will explain themselves. 

“ Thursday, ft 2nd June, 1732. Imaum Sahib, 
Buxie (Paymaster) to the Nabob, and one of the 
greatest influence in tlu$ Court, making a visit 
to our President, it is agreed, in consideration that 
it is in his power greatly to assist or prejudice our 
affairs, that a present be made him agreeable to 
what was formerly given Ducknaroy on a like 
occasion.” 

“ Monday, 17th July, 1732. The French 
having wrote a letter of condolence to the Nabob 
on the death of his wife, and accompanied *it with 
a present ; and our* - Brahmin writing that the 
letter our President wrote on that occasion is kept 
back ; — it Is agreed that a piece of Broad Cloth, 
and six bottles of Bose Water, be sent to ac- 
company it. 

“ Monday, 14th August, 1732. The President 
acquaints the Board that he took an opportunity 
when Imaum Sahib was here, to discourse to him 
about the ill state of the Company’s investment, 
and to desire his countenanced and assistance in 
advancing it ; which had had so good an effect as 
to engage Imauiji Sahib’s recommendation to the 
Nabob ; tv ho had sent his coders to the several 
Ooventments under his jurisdiction, that the 
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weavers should work for none but our Merchants, 
as appears by the letters sent the President. Trans- 
late of which is entered after 4his consultation.” 

“ From Nabob Baiatufla Khan Bahader. 

“ 1 received your letter of condolence, which 
you sent me in confirmation of jjnr established 
friendship. Cgrtainly tliat which so greatly afflicts 
me must also be very near to yoi^; we must all 
submit to the will of the Great God, which alone 
supports me under so great a loss. 

“ Your present of two pieces of Broad cloth and 
six flasks* of Bose water 1 have received, and 
esteem it a great mark of your friendship,, 

“ 1 have sent through means of Imaum Sahib, 
orders to the several Havildars of Towns where 
you provide your goods, to give you all the liberty 
possible, to serve you only, and not to permit of 
any hiadjance whatever. What can I say more ?” 

“ From Imaum Sahib. 

“ From the time I left your Honor pqthing has 
so much run in my mind as your goodness. You 
then mentioned to me something about your* cloth 
trade. I liadhot till now an opportunity to speak 
to the Nabob of it, by reason of his wife’s death . 

“ I have made ray request to him, and procured 
his several purwannas, tfhich 1 now send your 
Honor ; and you must take care to forward them 
to your Gomastas. If after this there happens 
any hinderance or neglect, pray let me know, and 
troopers shall be sent to deliver them in their pre- 
sence to your severat Gomastas. 

“ I received your two letters, and have delivered 
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them, with your present of two pieces of Broad 
Cloth artd six llasks of Rose water, to the Nabob, 
and he has sent *bn answer to you. 

“ I desire your Honor will write your Gpmastas 
to sent me a piece of clotfi with the price as you 
approve of ; and 1 will endeavour to get a quantity 
made in the parts under my command. 

« “ The Nabob sends you eight piefces of Beetelaes, 
two pieces of Mpcrees, and some Otah Roses, by 
Meer Sadulah, which please to accept and com- 
mand me in any thing you have this way.” 

The following circular order was accordingly 
sent by the Nabob of Arcot to. the several Havil- 
dars under his jurisdiction. 

“ The people of the Governor of Madras, who 
come to your country to buy cloth, is the occasion 
of my writing this ; to let you know it is my will you 
give strict order to all the merchants in your parts, 
to sell such goods as are proper for the *Governor 
of Madras only to his people, and that they imme- 
diately d$h,ver whatever cloth they* have ready to 
his Gomastas. What they refuse you permit them 
to sell any where. Take care that none buy such 
goods in your parts but his people ;* for this is my 
strict command ; and take penalties from your 
merchants to perform the same.” 

The Havildars* to ifhom the above qrder was 
despatched, were as follows. The llavildar of Con- 
jeveram and Poonamallee, of W»lladoor, of 'Vellore, 
of Salavaeca and Collepetta, of Cudangallee, of 
Canacayoor and .Trcvatool, and of Warnapollam^ 
also the Renter of Poonamallet, and the Havildar 
of great Conjeveram. 
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The revenues of Madras at this time amounted 
* to nearly 65,000 Pagodas, or more than £30,000, 
per annum. As the subject i» interesting we sub- 
join the following table. 

Tags. F. C. 

Revenues viz. 

Beetle and Tobacco Farm viz. 

The Cowle gmnted to Poncala Kistna 
and Ramah Chundra fo:* 5 years cqpi- 
mencing the 5th September 1730 ©tid- 
ing 4th September 1735 at twelve 

equal payments annual „rent 10,000 0 0 

Arrack and- Wine License. * 

The Cowle granted to Poncala Kistna 
expired the 5th December 1732 and 
new let to Rama Chundra and Saudi* 
apa Moodeliar for 5 years commenc- 
ing the said 5th December 1732 end- 
ing 4th December 1737 at twelve 
equal payments — the annual rent... 4,020 0 0 

Town Brokerage. 

The Cowle granted to Gooroo Chetty 
and Terapedoo for 5 years commenc- 
ing the 5th day of September 1730 
ending 4th of September 1735 at two 
half yearly f payments — the annual 

rent 

Measuring Duty on grain. 

The Cowle granted to Quotambawcun 
Gruapah for 5 years comnffencing^Oth 
September 1730 and ending 19th Sep- 
tember 1735 at gix equal payments — 

the annual rent 

Fishing of the River. 

The Cowle granted fp tlie Company of 
Macqua’s for 5 years commencing 25th 
March 1729 ending 24th of March 


800 0 0 


8500 0 
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Pags. F. C- 

1734 at two half yearly payments — 

the annual rent... f „ 50 0 0 

Egmore &c. villages. - 

Let to Kistna Reddee, Chundra Seira 
and Chittc*mbey for 10 years com- 
mencing 1st July 1725 ending ultimo 
June 1735 at one payment — the an- 
nual rent 1,450 0 0 

Trivitore fc &c. villages. 

Let to Tomby Chetty, Mutavencaty 
Chetty, Poncala Kistna, and Jaggapa 
Chetty for 12 years colhmencing 17th 
October 1729 and ending 16th Octo- 1 
ber at one payment — the annual 

rent 1,230 0 0 

Paddy Fields. 

Let to Daveroy Mudeliar taken from 
him on complaint of selling salt at ex- 
travagant prices and relet at the same 
rate to GaunapaMoodeliaw and Sanna 
Vencaty Kistna fc** 5 years commenc- 
ing 22nd May 1732 ending 21st May 


1737 pi+one payment — annual rent... 710 0 0 

Jah Tereira’s Garden. 

Let to Antonsa de Carvalho for 10 years 
commencing 20th August 1729 elid- 
ing 19th August 1739 24 0 0 

Maria Pois’s Garden. 

Let to Perseramah for 5 years commenc- 
ing 25th Mtfrch 1730 ending 24th 

March 1735 — annual rent 60 0 0 

The Company’s old Garden. 

Let to Mahaudu for 12 years commenc- 
ing 15th April 1725 ending 14th April 
1737— annual rent - 326 0 0 


Total amount of the fixed Revenues Pags. 19,520 0 0 
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Quit ronts viz. 

Battcca rent and sliroff duty 

for one year . 320 0 0 

Amount of tlio 
rent roll to 3 1st 

Aug.1782 2585 ^22 0 

Deduct 

charges 33 12 

Bad debts 33 # 0 66 12 0 

r— 2j499 WO 2,819 10* 0 

Scavengers’ duty. 

Amount of the assessment. H 1,1 09 33 0 
Deduct # charges • 

and allowances 611 21 50 

Bad debts * 25 26 0 

637 11 50 4 7$ 21 39 


Sea Customs from first month January to 

ultimo December 32,546 14 4 

Land Customs do. 7,800 3 73 

Min stums . .. . 1,031 27 24 

Total Amount of the Revenue at Fort 

St. Georgs. Pagodas 6,4100 4 51 


Sadatulla Khan, Nabob of Aicot, died, this 
year, probably* of grief for the loss of his wife. 
Onnc tells us that having no issue, he adopted the 
two sons of his brother ; appointing the elder Dost 
Ali to be Nabob of Arcot ;*thc younger Holier Ali 
to be Governor of Vellore ; aud Gulam Hasscin, 
the nephew of hi« wife, to be Dewan of Arcot. 
Orme also adds, that these dispositions were made 
without that deference towards tlje Nizam, which 
the latter had deterntined to establish throughout 
all. the Governments under liis jurisdiction ; that 

10 
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this jealousy prevented Dost Ali from procuring a 
regular confirmation from Delhi ; and that “ it ia 
said” that he only obtained some letters of appro- 
bation from the Vizier, without the proper forms of 
an authentic commission. ‘These subjects were no 
doubt often discussed in Port St. George, and in- 
deed only occurred about thirty years before Orme 
himself a member of Council at ♦Madras. Yet 
the authority of the record! is somewhat opposed to 
that of Orme ; for they expressly state that the .ap- 
pointments were made by the Nizam, and more- 
over contain a copy ofHhe Firmaun vdiich the 
new Nabob received from Delhi. W<J quote the 
original entries. 

“ Monday, 16th October, 1732. The Resident 
acquaints the Board that he has advice from Arcot 
that Dost Ali Khan, nephew to the late Nabob, 
had succeeded him in his government, but that 
lie was not confirmed from dburt. 

“ Monday, 8th Jafiuary, 1733. Dost Ali Khan 
and Goulaiji Hussan- Khan, having*- on the death 
of the Nabob been appointed by direc tion from 
Clieeu Kulicli Khan, the one Nabob the other 
l)ewan of the Carnatic country ; *’ and it being 
agreed on all sides that this appointment will be 
confirmed from court. It was agreed, in considera- 
tion of the necessity thefte is to engage them in our 
favour with respect to the investment, and in con- 
sideration of the orders about* it from the late 
Nabob,— not to defer the present usual on the ac- 
cession of a Subqh any longer ; that by appearing 
ihuH early* in our acknowledgments, we may be 
able to keep our ground with our neighbours the 
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French, who are generally much more expensive 
in their presents.” 

The Firmaun granted to Dost Ali, is thus 
recorded in the consultations. It professes to 
come from Mahomed Shah at that time Emperor 
at Delhi. . 

“ Saturday, 13th January, 17«?3. This Firmaun 
granted by me? Mahamud Shaw Patcljpw Gauzse, 
to Dost Ali Khan, My C/onjad, j'Du may observe 
1 have a great favour towards you. 1 am very 
sorry for the death of Sadatulla Khan Bahader, 
you are now in the roont of the late Nabob, to 
look after the King’s affairs, with the greatest 
faithfulness, diligence, and honour. That nothing 
may happen contrary to the method that the old 
Nabob used. Loose none of his good rules and 
maxims ; by which you will get a good name 
among # my faithful servants. 1 reckon you among 
them, aifU have sent Vou a Serapah, and a Ser- 
panche set with stones, by my Gnsbavdar, which 
you must receive with great respect, 4 flnd go out 
to meet it, and then wear it yourself. See that you 
always obey my will.” * 

At this lime things were in considerable con- 
fusion in other parts of Southern India. The 
Rajah of Mysore had died in 1731 ; and his suc- 
cessor was a mere puppef in thfc hands of those 
two celebrated ministers, Deoraj and Nunjeraj, 
who subsequently *were in their turn compelled to 
give way to Hyder. Perhaps however the original 
record, which combines commercial with political 
data, will sufficiently* illustrate the aspecl»of affairs. 

“ Monday, 8th January, 1733. Tomby Clietty, 
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being called before the Board to make an indent 
for Broad cloth for the year 1734 , told them that 
he had so very large a stock on hand, and so con- 
siderable a quantity was expected in a few months, 
that he could not hope to dispose thereof in a great 
while longer than the arrival of those ships ; that 
the countries of Mysore and Trichinopoly were in 
■o^ great confusion on the death ofr the Princes of 
those counffies,.>tliafc therts had been no trade for a 
considerable tide past in those parts ; that the 
Cuddapa country had been in war ever since the 
death of Abdul Nabby ]4han j that the .Mahrattas 
had plundered Yengalour adjoining to Cuddapa, 
and tliat«he had been deprived for these reasons of 
any sales there ; and that the apprehensions of 
troubles in our own parts, during the sickness of 
our late Nabob, had put a stop to any considerable 
dealings even in the country round about us ; so 
that he had not sold ab#ve 300 baits* for 15 
months last past, and that therefore he could make 
no indent {his year.” 

About fne middle of this year Governor Pitt 
endeavoured to put some restrictions upon the 
privatotrading between the differenlr ports of India, 
which was allowed to the Company’s servants. 
Accordingly the Governor and Council announced 
that it was their intention to permit no such trade 
for the future without their permission. Mr. 
Charles Peers however dissent**!, but his protest 
was of no avail. He then begged to be allowed to 
resign the service, with permission to reside in 
India as n free man. Subsequently however Go- 
vernor Pitt discovered that Mr. Peers and Mr, 
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Porkes luid been engaged in carrying on a clandes- 
tine trade to Europe, by way of Tranquebar ; and 
both the latter gentlemen were sent to England in 
obedience to the standing orders of the Company. 

The following domestic entries may be con- 
sidered curious. , 

“ Thursday, 6th December, 1733. The Desks 
in the Secretary’s office wanting covering, and tjhe 
window shutters being tlftough length* of time so 
decayed as to be useless in the Monsoon, and the 
silk shutters being likewise worn out,— -ordered 
that the paymaster do provide new ones. 

“ Several of thj? Books wanting to be new 
bound, — ordered that it be done, and when done 
that, they be kept locked up ; and that the Gentle- 
man of the office do attend from 8 to 1 1 every 
morning, except Sunday, aud if necessary from 4 
to 6 in the afternoon ; and that the office be open 
at no Other time.” • 

Tlie following extract froln a trade report, en- 
tered in the consultations of ' the 7£h January 
1734, will be found interesting, especi&lly in its 
reference to the Cotton trade of the period. 
Amongst the Causes for the great decline in the 
import trade in the Company’s bounds, it was al- 
leged. 

“ Eirst, that the inland 4rade Jias been greatly 
impeded and obstructed for many years past by 
the Mahrattas, who infested and ravaged the king- 
dom of Mysore, the province of Carnatta, and the 
Districts of Audenvenny, Bangalore, and Narrain- 
pettah ; which has hindered the Linguntand Oana- 
reso Merchants from coming to this part of the 
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Country ; who before those troubles used to bring 
annually*to the Fair of Landepettah to the value 
of one hundred and thirty to one hundred and 
fifty thousand pagodas in cotton yam only, the 
jftoduce of which was ffrought down to the Sea 
ports, and chiefly to this, to be invested in Broad 
cloth, Metals, an! Bengal goods, for the consump- 
tion of the inland provinces.” 

On the 2 5 th 'February, 1734, we find the follow- 
ing announcement, which was evidently intended 
for the encouragement of the cotton trade. 

*' The Honorable the 'President and Council do 
hereby give notice that they -have thought fit, in 
order to* enlarge the manufactures of this place 
and to facilitate the Company’s investment, to per- 
mit all persons whatsoever to bring in Cotton and 
Cotton yam free of all customs, provided always if 
it be carried out again unmanufactured it sljall pay 
the full customs.” 

The following curious entry will explain itself. 

“ Monday , 7th January, 1734. * The President 
then acquainted the Board, that he had sometime 
ago spoke to our Merchants to consider of some 
proper measure to people our villages with those 
sort of spinners and weavers who work the 
Company’s sort of cloth ; that they had given him 
hopes of a subscription Yor that purpose when the 
present famine is over, but that the main objection 
to the introducing those mamlfactures in several 
of the villages was the want of proper plantations 
of trees for the weavers to work under ; that only 
Trivatoro/Nungumbauk, and *Waseravally were at 
all planted, and them not sufficiently ; but how- 
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ever the Merchants had wrote to Salem, Worria- 
pollara, and the other provinces to the southward, 
to encourage some weavers to remove hither. If 
they do so, and there be no other obstacle, he 
proposed that, at the pVoper season, care should 
be taken to make such plantations in all our vil- 
lages as are necessary for the purpose, which is 
approved and resolved upon.” 

In a previous chapter 8n the apials of, Madras 
under Governor Collet, we had occasion to notice 
the origin of “ Collet’s pettali,” which was inhabit- 
ed by painters and weaver's, who had begged that 
(heir pettah height lie called after the name of the 
Governor. This simple name however appears to 
have been a poser to our modem geographers, for 
in the large Government plan of Madras the Eng- 
lish name of “ Collet” has been Tamulized into 
“ Kulatti though the original name is as well 
ktxown the Natives %s Chinnapatanam. In the 
present chapter we have to dftnv attention to some 
particulars still* more curious connected with the 
origin of Chindadre Pettah ; which we publish 
with the more pleasure, because the record is fast 
decaying. Th8 details will be found singularly 
suggestive. 

" 21st October, 1731. The President acquaint- 
ed the Board that he had rt;ceived proposals from 
several persons for erecting a weaving town within 
our Bounds, by tlfts name of Chindadre Pettah ; 
which proposals he now lays before the Board 
as follows. 

“ 1 st, That tho3b who shall come $o inhabit 
there, shall be first approved by a person to be ap- 
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pointed by the Governor and Council, and a por- 
tion of ground allotted them to build on. 

“ 2ndly, That the houses they build shall be for 
them, their heirs and assigns ; but if they let them 
fall down, and will not rejtoir them in six months 
after notice given them for that purpose, -it shall 
be lawful for the 'Company to give the ground to 
others. 

** 8rd]y, Nonj but Weavers, Spinners, and other 
persons useful in the Weaving trade. Painters, 
Washers, Byers, Bettlcca merchants. Brahmins and 
Dancing women, and otfiier necessary attendants 
on the pagoda, shall inhabit the said t6wn. 

“ 4thty, That there be no distinction of streets, 
but that every caste may build in any of them. 

“ 5thly, That the heads of the castes be chosen, 
and have power according to Salabad ; and that 
all disputes about debts or accounts between the 
inhabitants be decided by tlfem, or othei* arbitra- 
tors ; and that the inhabitants of the said town 
shall not ijie liable to prosecutions in the courts 
of Justice in Madras for any action of debt 
or account, but %ball be proceeded against accord- 
ing to the customs of their several' castes. 

fittily. That the said Town be free of all customs 
and tolls whatever, till the Company’s pleasure be 
known ; and that no "custom shall hereafter be 
levied on them till it has been proposed to and 
approved by the Company ; except only the Ped- 
da Naick’s duty, who is to have watch and 
ward according to Salabad ; and in particular is 
to have nine fnnnms for evcry*great house, six fa- 
nams for every middling sized house, and three 
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for every small one, paid him annually ; in consi- 
deration of which, and the other accflstomary 
duties to be allowed him, that he be obliged to 
make good all thefts and robberies therein com- 
mitted. 

“ 7thly, That the goods made, in the said town 
shall pay the same customs in Madras, as the same 
sort of goods nffade in otl^r places pay ; and what 
are for the Company, agreeable what, paid for 
the same sorts by the Company’s Merchants. 

** 8thly, That the said tcQvn be erected in the spot 
of ground ‘lately in the possession of Suncavencata- 
chulum ; it being at a convenient distance from 
Madras, and having the advantage of a fresh water 
river on the back of it, which will be of great use to 
the inhabitants ; and that the Company do advance 
two thousand pagodas without interest for five 
years, to lie paid in th% hands of Chintomby Mud- 
aliar and V ennala NarrainChefcty, in order to enable 
the people who shall come to reside there to build 
their houses ; ftfter which Chintomby ^Mudaliar, 
Yennala Narrnin Chetty, who engage to be se- 
curity for this jponey, shall be alle ged two years 
more for the collecting the same, ‘and shall pay it 
in as they collect it. 

“ These proposals being .taken into considera- 
tion, that since there is no probability of the Com- 
pany’s wanting so small a sum of money as is 
demanded on this occasion ; that the securities are 
substantial and safe men, and consequently there 
is no danger of losing any part thereof ; and that 
the benefits arising from such a town to Fhe Com- 
pany will be so many, and above all the encourag- 



ISO HISTOKjr OF MANILAS. [I7B2— 3fr. 

ing the oreoting of cloth manufactures within our 
Bounds feeing so strenuously recommended to us 
by the Honorable Court of Directors ; it was 
unanimously agreed that the President be desired 
to advance the said sum us occasion requires it, 
for the said purposes and on the said conditions. 

“ As to the .spot on which the said town is pro- 
posed to be erected, the conveniencyof fresh water, 
and a number of trees Accessary for the Weavers 
sind Painters ; as also its neighbourhood to Mad- 
ras making it by far the properest place that can 
be chosen ; — the Board consented to part with the 
same for this use ; having first enquired into the 
value th§reof, which at the highest rate cannot be 
more than 400 pagodas, and which they think is 
not considerable enough to be put in competition 
with the advantages of the situation. 

“ It was then urged that perhaps some ill 
minded people might sugge t that the 5tff article 
of the said proposals#- was an infringement of the 
Royal Charter, as granting an immunity from the 
Jurisdiction of the Courts erected here by the au- 
thority thereof within the limits assigned them. To 
which it was answered, that it ^undoubtedly in 
the power of the Government on bringing new 
people from foreign porta, to agree with them on 
such terms as tfepy would consent to come in upon- 
That the immunity be granted to these new comers, 
being “ such as none could” pretend to be aggriev- 
ed by “ them, and which are of’ necessity, from 
the nature “ of the people”* in a constant depend- 

* Tho Words* in inverted conitnas are conjectural, 
scraps of tile record have disappeared. 
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anee on the heads of their several castes ; without 
which, and a pojver in those heads to erfforce the 
obedience of those under them, there will be no 
possibility of bringing the design ever to perfec- 
tion ; and thereby all tile benefits which the Com- 
pany propose to themsdlves from. • bringing these 
manufacturers to live within the Bounds will be 
lost. That fStal experience has taught us that 
obliging the "Renters of ofir villages to follow the 
English methods in their conduct to their under 
tenants and labourers, instead of the customs 
of the country, has been the occasion of more than 
half those lands lying uncultivated. Lastly, that 
the people proposed to be brought intcP the said 
town, being all handy craft day labourers, it would 
be impossible for them to maintain themselves 
and families under the frequent avocations and 
charge that the delays necessarily incident to our 
forms *i*ust unavoidably occasion. Besides, if 
we divest ourselves of those prejudices which arc 
the bias in favour of our own custom^ we shall 
think it strange and unreasonable to oblige a 
people to obey or pay a reverence to lawsr they 
neither do or* will ever understand, and to be 
bound in all their affairs to rules they cannot possi- 
bly know ; being neither wrote or published in 
their own language, and of which «they are of neces- 
sity to purchase both the interpretation and the 
use. In a word, the conditions upon which they 
covenant to settle in our Bounds are : — To be 
allowed and tolerated in the frqp * exercise of the 
religious and civil rights* which they dmve anil 
i?lijoy in the parts they are a going to leave ; which 
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if wo cannot grant or protect therein, they will not 
settle among us ; and to all this that the grant 
proposed is* consonant to the instructions which 
the Honorable Court of Directors have so often, 
ever sinoe the arrival of the charter, given us in 
thpir letters, vi$. That causes between the natives 
may, and ought td be decided by their own customs 
aiqong themselves, or by Justices, w by Referees, 
to be appointed by theiriSelves (which can be no- 
thing but the Heads so chosen among themselves). 
That intermeddling with their old customs will oc- 
casion many mischiefs ; faiul that while, they do 
nothing to the prejudice of tlus English Govern- 
ment, they be allowed to live in the lull enjoyment 
of the privileges of their respective castes. 

“ Then the 6th article, whereby an exemption 
was demanded from all taxes and. impositions, was 
debated ; and the President acquainted the Board 
that he had offered them first seven, then 4en years 
to be free from those imposts ; which he could get 
no other answer than that they did not pay them in 
their own "country, and the limiting them to a cer- 
tain term of years was only telling them, when 
that term came they must be gone again ; that he 
had thereupon promised them to use his endeavours 
with the Company that the said town might be free 
of duties for ever. That as by the J st article, 
none are to be admitted into the said town but by 
permission from persons to be nominated by the 
Board, — it will be very easy to prevent any 
inhabitants of* Madras, or the other villages, 
to remowe to this town y- and consequently 
none of the revenues can be affected there- 



17S2— SS.j 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


133 


by. In fine that the people would not come 
on other terms ; but that however it was ldft to the 
Company to order what they thought fit herein, 
and we should shortly have their opinion and reso- 
lution thereupon. Hut* that it cannot be out of 
the memory of the Board, that in , Mr. Macrae’s 
time, there was an attempt to levy the Beetle tax 
in some of the Villages, which occasioned so great 
a desertion of the inhabitifhts as tp»make jt neces- 
sary to take it off again. 

“ After which the Bqprd went through the 
rest of the • articles, and unanimously resolved to 
grant the cowle on Hie proposed terms, and direct- 
ed the Secretary to get one drawn out accordingly.” 

28th October, 1734. A cowle for erecting the 
town of Chindadre Pettah, agreoable to the terms 
concluded on last consultation, produced and sign- 
ed ; agd five bundled pagodas advanced to 
Chintomoy Moodeliar, aru], Vennala Narrain 
Ohetty, in part of the two thousand whicli by the 
said proposals tire to be paid them ffftwearrying 
it on.’ 4 

“ Monday, £yh December 1734. Several per- 
sons wanting to build in Chindadre Pettah, it is 
agreed that Mr. Augustus Burton do allbt them 
portions of ground for that* purpose ; taking care 
that none of the inhabitants of Madras, or the 
other villages beloiming to the Company, be of the 
number of those whom he shall permit to reside 
there, and that they arc such people only as are 
directed by the cowl%” 

On the 23rd January 1735 the Governorship 
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of Mr. George Morton Pitt appears to Irnve drawn 
to a natfnral close. On that day he embarked and 
Mr^ Benyon took his seat at the head of the 
Board. It is somewhat remarkable that Mr. Pitt 
retained his power until h Si final passage over the 
surf and depasture for home. 
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CHAPTER XLT. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. RIClfARD BENYON.' 

1735 — 36. 

Mr. Benyon became Governor of Madras at a 
critical period in the history of Southern India. 
The instability of the thrine of the Mogul was 
felt in every* durlflir # throughout the Peninsula ; fox 
the succession no longer depended so much upon 
the Court at Delhi as upon local intrigues ; and 
this state of things is fully illustrated by the 
notices of the intrigues which were carried on ut 
Arcot subsequent to the death of the respected 
SadatuMik Khan. Again, from the time of Gover- 
nor Macrae the Carnatic had* suffered from a ge- 
neral famine, occasioned not so much by a failure 
in the rains, as by the ueglect in repairing the 
tanks ; a neglect which characterized the govern- 
ment of the Migul, and led the unhappy Ryots to 
look back with regret to the paternal rule of their 
own Rajahs. This state of things is so lucidly ex- 
plained in« general letter to«the Cijurt of Directors, 
dated 1733, that we extract the passage. 

“ Before this gpuntry was conquered by the 
Mogul, it was divided into several circles under 
the government of particular Rajahs, which de- 
scended from father *to son. Their revenues for 
the most part wore from the produce of the land. 
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and' they therefore were always careful to keep up 
the banks of the tanks, or reservoirs of water, and 
to cleanse them of the mud j of which they were 
at the expense themselves, knowing that the land 
would produce more or les's according as they had 
a quantity of water. But the Moguls who have 
now the government of the country, and are con-' 
tiuued in those governments only daring pleasure, 
do not think themselves under the same obligation 
to be at that expense for their successors. By 
which means in process of time the tanks are al- 
most choked up, and great part- of the lands lie 
uncultivated for want of water This "alone would 
occasion^ grain to be scarce and of course dear ; to 
which if we add the rapacious disposition of the 
Moguls, altogether intent upon making the most 
of their governments while they continue in them, 
we need not seek far for the reason why even with- 
in these ten years the lands which are 'Tenanted 
are let for more than double what they were be- 
fore. Yqvr Honours will easily conceive what 
effect it must have upon the produce of such 
lands ; and we need not say much more to de- 
monstrate it to yo xf*\ Certain it is that Paddy at 
25 pagodas the garce, is in these times thought 
cheap ; whereas 20 years ago at that price it was 
reckoned a famine. Tiie scarcity at present is so 
great that it sells for 40 pagodas a garce, and our 
November rains failing us this y ear gives us a me- 
lancholy prospect of the next harvest.” 

The following is the official entry of Mr. Ben- 
yon’s accession. 

*• Thursday, 23rd January, 1735. George Mor- 
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ton Pitt, Esq. late President of this place, having 
embarked this morning on board the “ Moubta- 
gue,” andthe succession to the Government de- 
volving thereby on Richard Benyon, Esq., late 
Deputy ^Governor of thiS place, — he accordingly 
takes the chair ; and the Company’s* Servants and 
inhabitants all attending, the Secretary read the 
Letter from the* Honourable Court of Directow 
dated the 10th November 1732, wjferein the said 
Richard Benyon, Esq. is constituted President and 
Governor of this place on Mr. Bitt’s going away.” 

The following domestic *eq,tries are not devoid 
of interest. 

“ Thursday, 23rd January, 1735. Sailed for 
England “ the Mountague,” Captain Richard 
Goffright, with Mr. Pitt our late President, Major 
Roach, and the Ilevd. Mr. Wynch Passengers ; 
and the “ Duke of Dorset,” Captain Thomas Gil- 
bert, wiflPMr. Turner Slid, his family on board.” 

“ Monday, 27th January, *1735. One of the 
Chaise horses being entirely spoiled, am^thc other 
very old and consequently useless, — agreed to sell 
them at outcry at the Seagate, and ordered* the 
Pay Master lookout for another pair.” 

“ Monday, 10th March, 1735. The Pay Mas- 
ter reports that he has purchased a pair of horses 
for 200 Pagodas, in the rooift of lift two old horses 
ordered to be sold.” 

“Monday, 10th March, 1735. The Company’s 
plate being very old, and most of it entirely useless, 
— ordered that the Pay Master melt down the se- 
veral particulars mentioned in a list enteved after 
this consultation ; and a quantity of new plate be- 

18 
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ing offered iu exchange for the weight only, — it 
was agfeed to accept the same, and that the dif- 
ference between the produce of the oqc and the 
cost of the Others be paid out of cash.’ 1 

We may here remark teat the general table had 
been originally supplied ot the expense of the Com- 
pany ; but what with the cheating of stewards, 
and the large consumption of win# and general ex- 
travagance, the, expenditure gradually reached the 
large sum of 13,000 pagodas, or nearly £6000 per 
annum. Accordingly the general table was abolish- 
ed in the year 1722, and the President was allowed 
7000 pagodas per annum as an equivalent. From 
this sum lie .made an allowance of ten pagodas per 
mensem to each of the members of Council, and 
eight pagodas per mensem to each of the under 
servants, contenting himself with the remainder, 
which however he found short of the expense. 
Whether the Company’s servants continued to diet 
together is nowhere stated ; but from the follow- 
ing list o£ Company’s plate, we might almost infer 
that such was the case. 


LIST OF SILVER PLATE 
MELTED DOWN.*, 

^oz. dwt. 

1 Large Bowl* pr. 86 IQ 

1 Small do, LB & 

3 Tumblers 15 (/ 5 

An Aster and Chelrn- 
ger 165 0 

2 Fan handles 17 10 

3 Rose water Bottles 86 0 

1 Tankard 80 10 

LIST OF SILVER PLATE OF- 
FERED IN CHANGE. 

oss. dwf . 

Dozen of plates} j54C 1B 

2 large waiters.! I1t n 

1 Small do. .../ 111 J 

1 Tea kettle and ' 

Lamp ?.... 77 lO 

2 Lafye Tankard... 49 7 

3 Mugs 26 14 

31 Spoons 48 15 

1 Mustard Spoon .. *... 0 '8 

5 Dishes.. 186 10 

3 Casters 33 2 

1 8(nna for oil, vine- 
gar and pepper. . . 28 & 

Carried over.., 541 13 

Curried over, ,,1873 3 
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LIST OF SILVER PLATE 
MELTED DOWN. 

Continued . 


• , „ „ oa. dwt. 

Brought forward.,. 641 J8 


4 Covers 193 Q 

33 Plates ..... 496 £ 

1 Saucepan 15 16 

*\ Candlesticks. S3 15 

2 Email Salvers 22 10 

6 Cuspadores 43 15 

9 «aH Sellers 20 10 

1 Monteth 69 10 

2 Lions, 2 Pine apples 

and 20 Tossels 169 0 

A Punch Bowl and 

cover 42 15 

A Diah rung ...... 15 16 

6 Casters 48 5 

2 Plates and 12 Spoons. <55 15 

11 Knife handles.. 20 10 

1 Pr. Snuffers 3 0 


IN THE STEWARD’S HAND. 

oe. d. 

A Cake of Silver 4 6 
2 Butts old worn 

out Palankeen 

tossels.,;.. 47 16 

52 0 


LI$T OF SILVER PLATE OF- 
FERED IN CHANGE, 

Continued . 


■ os. dwfc. 

Drought forward.,, 1873 3 
2 Boats for Sauce .. 37 1 

1 Stand for dishes... 15 0 
4 Salts 11 4 

I Tea pot-. *. IS 6 

1 Orange Strainer... 2 18 

1 Soup Ladle 7 IS 

4 Doz- of knives’) 
and forks . 

4 Dozen And 10 

8poons J 

1 Marrow Spoon.* .. 1 11 0 

8 Candlesticks with 
’ Sockets and 2 
pair Snuffers with 
Stands 135 10 O 


of . 807 


3 13 


07 . .. 8807 10 12 


o**. 1884 IS 


The following entry illustrates the relation of 
the English towards the native inhabitants. 

“ Wednesday, 11th June, 1735. Hesolved that 
notice be given at all the gates and by beat of the 
tom tom, that all persons jTroduc® their titles to 
their lands, houses, &c. within six months from 
this date ; for whiAi all those whose titles are al- 
ready registered and certified by any of the Jus- 
tices shall pay no fees ; and thoee whose titles 
have been already registered in either the Choultry 
or Mayor’s Court, but not certified, shall pay only 
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the fee due to the Justices ; mid such who have 
neither paid that duty, nor registered their titles 
at all, shall pay the full fees herein belore es- 
tablished ; and to prevent delay in the same, it is 
further ordered that notice be given at the same 
time that the Honourable Company, as Proprietors 
of the soil, will ‘resume into their hands all such 
1 louses and grounds as at the expiration of the 
said terjn of six mouths shall not be registered as 
above directed.’ ' 

Our next extract gives us a glimpse of the state 
of affairs- at Arcot. 

“Monday, 7th July, 1735.- The President laid 
before the Hoard the particulars of the presents de- 
signed for the Court at Arcot, that had been delay- 
ed till this time for several reasons that would be 
more tedious than necessary to recite. But what 
he particularly offered to the observation of the 
Board was the number andf value of th<? presents. 
For though that to the Nabob is no more than 
usual, ye + those to the others *are new, and for 
which the precedents are very rare. The last Na- 
bob*(Sadatulla) would very seldom suffer any but 
himself to send a Seerpaw ; whereas in February 
last Sunta Sahib, Subder Ali Sahib, Jeliare Khan 
and Imaum Sahib, had all of them taken upon 
1 hem to send distinct Seerpaws to the President ; 
which proceeded in some measure from the situa- 
tion of affairs at Arcot, and had also made a re- 
turn necessary and unavoidable. . For the present 
Nabob (Dost Ali) has for some lime past devoted 
himself Chiefly to a religiousTife, and left the ma- 
nagement of affairs to those who would struggle 
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for it ; m a com 1 act that 1ms occasioned eveiy vio- 
lent contests between Santa Sahib, aiuP Subder 
Ally Sahib, in one of which the Nabob himself 
was obliged to fly from Arcot. The contention 
between the two brothefe had also occasioned an 

Our readers in general are not • liicely to be im- 
bued with a strong historical appetite ; but those 
who will take th? trouble to wade through the following 
note, will find that it win throw # <£>nsidery,ble light 
t)ii the state of affairs at Arcot. In the first place it will 
be remain bered that Sadatulla Khan, Nabob of Arcot, 
died in 1732. Having no Jons of bis own, he had 
adopted twt> nephews, Dost Ali and Boker Ali. Dost 
Ali inherited* the Nabobship of Arcot, and Boker Ali 
the Governorship of Vellore. There was also m nephew 
of Sadatulla's favorite wife, named Gulam Hasseiu ; and 
this Gulam Hassem was appointed Dewan or prime 
minister of Dost Ali the new Nabob. 

Dost Ali, who appears to have belonged to that 
ordinary type of oriental princes, who are sensualists in 
youth affchdevotees in olA age, liad at least two sons who 
had arrived at man’s estate, viz.# Subder Ali and Sunta 
Sahib. Also he had several daughters : one of whom 
was married to Mt>rtiz Ali, son of Boker ML Governor 
of Vellore ; whilst another was married to a distant re- 
lation named Chunda Sahib. Chunda Sahib, Mortis 
Ali, and Subder .^di subsequently took a prominent part 
in the struggle between the English and French for the 
supremacy in the Carnatic. Chunda Sahib seems to have 
originally risen to power by judicious matchmaking. 
Besides marrying a daughter of the reigning Nabob 
Dost Ali, lie gave one of his own daughters by a formpr 
wife to the Dewan Gjjdam Ilassem. His real reason for 
the match was because Gulam Hassein was a complete 
fool. The result was that Chunda Saliib so far availed 
himself of the incapacity of Gulam H&ssein, as to prevail 
on the Nabob to perftiit him (Chunda) toeidruinister 
the office of Dewan in the room of his incapable son- 
in-law. 
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alteration in the interest - of the Ministers, and 
Coop Chund (better known as Chunda Sahib) is 
again come into power, -and a considerable influ- 
ence in the affairs at Arcot. For which reason 
the President had been advised, when he was send- 
ing up to the other presents, to take some notice 
also of Chunda Sahib, though he had received no 
Seerpaw from him. The French tmd Dutch have 
also been very’ijberal this year with their presents 
to Arcot, “particularly upon the marriage of Has- 
sein Ali Khan ; an expense that has befti saved 
to our Company, it not' being the practice of the 
Durbar to make a present upon any particular oc- 
casion before a return has been made for the Seer- 
paws. "Which also was another reason why_ the 
President was not in haste to remove the other 
difficulties, which had so long kept him from send- 
ing these. The Board being satisfied of the neces- 
sity of making these prcseifis, approved' the list ; 
and we hope our Honourable Masters will be per- 
suaded, it has not been in our power to be better 
husbands upon the occasion.” 

Tne next extract seems to refer to a sect of 
Hindoo Quakers. tr 

“ Monday, 14th July, 1735. Terwaddee, a 
Guzcrat attending, represents to the Board, that he 
had been summoned to answer on oath before the 
Mayor’s Court as a witness iij a cause there de - 

S ending ; and on refusal to take an oath, had 
een fined by the Court, though, he represented to 
them tt$t it was contrary ( ,to the custom of the 
Guzerats ever to take an oath ; and prayed to be 
relieved therefrom by this Board. 
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“ Whereupon the Board remembering that in 
the year 1731, all the principal O uzerats were 
summoned on a Jury, and submitted to a fine for 
non-appearance on account of this very thing ; 
and that though the fm<* was for that time levied, 
yet the Sheriff, and all who have since succeeded 
in that office, were cautioned nevfer to return any 
more of that caste ; that so neither they shoujd 
be forced to an action aghinst their laws on the 
one side, nor the authority of tli8 Courts of Jus- 
tice lessened by their not being ‘punished for their 
disobedience on the other.* It was agreed to have 
been long since settled that the Guzerats ought 
not to be compelled to take an oath, since it is 
contrary to the known rules of their Castes ; and 
the Honourable Company having directed us to 
remit such fines laid by the Mayor’s Court, as 
seem to carry with them more than ordinary seve- 
rity, — It is agreed thahthe fine on Tcrwaddee be 
remitted. 1 ’ 

The follow in ^petition from the Washers is very 
curious. It would seem to indicate tliSf in time 
of famine the people actually sold themselves ty the 
Company in order to be sent to Bcneoolen ; and 
that persons convicted of theft were likewise sent 
to Bencoolen as a punishment.' We extract the 
petition in full, from the consultations of the 2nd 
August, 1735. 

“ The Petition of the. Washer s. 

“ Humbly Showcth. 

** With submission to your Honors, your Peti- 
tioners humbly take this opportunity to Jay their 
case before your Honors’ feet. That from several 
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years they have been servants to the Honorable 
Company as Washermen ; and has always used 
their best endeavours in their service, whieh was 
carried on by 500 Washers ; and that the severe 
famine which begun to coxftinue from Mr, Macrae’s 
Government till the end of Mr. Pitt’s, forced great 
part of the said Washers to quit the place, and fly 
tq, those parts where they could procure grain, &c. 
cheaper. , Som\5 of them,' being infirm and unable 
to walk, died. At last most port of those that re- 
mained and escaped, were obliged to dispose of 
themselves their wives alid children, &c» ; so' that 
by these misfortunes great many families are come 
to decay* and the number of them is A r ery much 
decreased, that at present there is no more but 
about 100 Washermen that are fit to work ; who, 
unless your Petitioners should send for many others 
to join with them in their business, as wo have 
annually done since the continuance of* 1 these fa- 
mines, will not be able enough to cany on then- 
business ; „ to which purpose your, Petitioners are 
obliged to send for some from the country, though 
it is a great trouble for them. 

“ Your Petitioners are very ■ sorry to assert 
that some of their people were so unfortunate, 
though their wicked proceedings and offences 
to be put under <• confinement, and exasperate your 
Honour so far against them ns to create in 
your Honor a design of seeding them to the 
West coast (as your Petitioners were informed). 
Your Honor therefore is earnestly entreated to 
consider, t that their ill behaviours proceeded from 
the change of their stations into a most miserable 
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♦condition by means of the famines above mention- 
ed ; and they being of very illiterate anti vulgar 
-spirits, are consequently very ignorant of all right 
and well mannered behaviours whatsoever. 

4t Your poor Petitioifers therefore most humbly 
presume to beseech and pray your# Honour, beg- 
ging that your Honor, through your candour and 
well known goodness, will be so pleased to par- 
don, forgive, and excuse them the? forergentioned 
prisoners from their crimes whatsoever ; that they 
may thereby be released from their confinements, 
and enter. themselves intcP the number of their fa- 
milies ; that they may preserve their healths in a 
very grateful remembrance of your Honors un- 
doubted favour, which is hoped to be conferred 
towards these poor creatures by your Honor. 
Por which yoUr poor petitioners as in duty bound 
shall ever pray.” 

This petition was Ranted ; the Head Washer- 
man with Tomby Chetty agreeing to pay the ex- 
penses of the Company in behalf of- the delin- 
quents. 

Another petition of the same dal e, from tl*e two 
natives who h<td been appointed to found and set- 
tle the new Weavers town named Chindadre pet- 
tali, will explain itself. 

“ Humbly Showeth, 

“ That when your Honor and the late Honora- 
ble George Mortoft Pitt, Esq., was pleased to order 
your Petitioners to send for certain number of 
Weavers for erecting a pettah, nqw called Chinda- 
dre pettah ; and to^dvance them moneys to settle 
at that place, in order to persuade inan^ more to 
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come there, that the said town might flourish, and 
be well inhabited, and become capable of produc- 
ing large quantities of Calicoes, which' should be 
manufactured there to the great benefit and interest 
of the Honorable Company Your Honor, and 
the aforesaid Honorable George Morton Pitt, Esq., 
was graciously pleased to promise the Honorable 
Company’s and Your Honor’s favorable protec- 
tion and, encouragement, ’to your Petitioners, if they 
should carry on and settle the aforesaid town. 

“ Your Petitioners, in- reliance upon such pi*o 
mise9 and permission, did use their utmost care 
and labour towards getting some proper persons 
to be scut by your Petitioners to the several pet- 
tahs in the country, where the weavers have their 
habitations, with presents and moneys, to answer 
the charge of theirs and tlicir families, travelling 
cxpences to Madras ; where Your Petitioners pre- 
pared them proper lodgings’&c. till the lidhses were 
built for them in the aforesaid Chindadre pettah. 
And asL they w r ere destitute of money and other 
nccessancs, and much distressed and impoverished 
by the course of a long and severe famine, your 
Petitioners were suspicions of tlieir«fctay to secure 
which they advanced them certain sums of money, 
to refresh and settle the said inhabitants and 
families with proper 4 ' necessaries required for 
their use. 

“ Your Petitioners further tkboured and took 
great care in transplanting the trees of the garden, 
which stood at that place where Chindadre pettah 
is built ; 1 levelled that grouhd and procured all 
things necessary for building the houses, &c,, as 
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is not unknown to your Honor. Oil which ac- 
count they have already expended beUveen the 
sums of five and six thousand pagodas. ^ For your 
Petitioners own labour and service in these matters, 
they expect no other advantage, than the great 
benefit of gaining your Honor's constant favour 
towards them. 

<c The house$ that*are already built at Chindadre 
pettah are one hundred. 

“ Your Petitioners now raosfc humbly entreat 
you Honor to grant them that sum, which was 
promised unto them to hi advanced when Chinda- 
dre pettali vas designed to be erected ; and what 
favorable encouragement the erectors of # the said 
Pettah are thought worth to be gratified with, they 
humbly leave toy our Honors most gracious pleasure,” 

The amount requested was of course paid to the 
two Natives ; and as some of our readers may be 
interested in glanoing^ver some of the expenses 
incurred in building a new 4own, we subjbin the 
account of the expenditure, 

" An account of sundry charges or ej^mnses, and 
several advancements and supplements jnade 
for erecting a Jown called Chindadre pettah are as 
follows : — 

Expended towards digging a foundation 
where Clujnks was bu- 
From 26th Oct. ried with accustomary 
1734 to 25th ceremonies giving din - 
Nov. 1734* iter to the poor Brah- 

mins, transplanting the 
trees from those places where the streets 
were to be marked out, levelling*that 
ground and making out the streets, Ac., 
as per account particulars is/ 114 9 82 
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Presents to the following head weavers viz* 
From 25th Nov. 

per yards 3 0 0 

Arnachellum do. 3 yards at .1 do. 

per yard v ... 3 0 0 

Corruppn do* *3 yards do. ... 3 0 0 


Batta paid to the several persons that 
were sent r to the Weavers iii the country 
in order to pursuade and bring them to 

Chindadre pettah 

Supplement of grain giv<jfi to the seve- 
ral weavers through the means of follow- 
ing heads, viz.: 

Andiapst — Rice 1 garce 100 
maracai at 100 pag. per garce ... 125 0 0 
Amachellem — 1 garce 100 ... 125 0 0 
Corruppa — 1 garce 100 ... 125 0 0 

— 3,300 


Paid the Banksall Merchants for the 
house poles country reapers, &c., neces- 
sary foAouse building/.: 

Advanced to Chidambrapillay 
for providip^* house poles coun- 
try reapers, &c., necessaries from 

Chicai^code 550 0 0 

Mooree 1 Pg. presented Chi- 
drambera piliay 1 0 0 


10 


375 

252 


0 0 

0 O 


0 0 

25 O 


551 o 0 

Palmeras 22,600 at Pags. 74 per 100... 1,695 0 0 

Palmer reapers 40JOO0 at Pags. 14 per 100 560 0 0 

Clay for Mud walls 42,200 Baskets at 

400 Baskets per pagoda.. ....a 105 18 0 

Palmer Coir 1824 Bundles at 72 for a 

pagoda 25 12 0 

Wood reapers tlrin and a sort of nails 
(by the country word) called v foolish 
Sugar canes, 1 840 Bundle^at 30 per pagoda 6112 0 
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Cooly paid towards making nrud walls. 165 5 0 

Carpenters’ cooly 150 0 0 

Advanced the Saw era 20 0 0 

Bricklayers 55 0 0 

Smiths 60 0 0 

Cooly for making the tpp part of the 

houses 152 15 0 

Tyles advanced for 450 0 0 

Brick kilns advanced them 400 0 0 

Cooly paid tovfttrds levelling the lower 
parts of the streets where thefre was digged 
for taking up sand to fix with clay for 

walla 60 25 0 

Cooly hire for bringing th&liousc poles, 
reapers, country woods, &c. irom the Sea- 
side and bricKs and tiles from the kilns.. . 80 15 0 

Advanced to Vashampillay 
for providing planks for mak- 
ing the doors from Jafna- 

patam . 450 0 0 

Mooreo 1 Py. presented him 10 0 

451 0 0 

Cooly paid towards transplanting the 

several trees in the garden 39 32 20 

Cooly for watering the trees 68 2 0 

Paid the Conocopillys and peons who 
were employed in Chindadre pottah for 10 
months 75 12 0 

Tqtal Pagodas... 5,987 2 48 

Another petition from the inhabitants of Tri- 
plicane, praying to be relieved from the duty 
which Governor Macrae had levied on tobacco and 
betel, is well worthy of preservation both as re- 
gards matter and mimner. It is entered in con- 
sultations of 2nd August, 1735. 
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“ The Petitions of the Pointers, Weavers, fyc. 
Inhabitants oj Triplicane. 

“ Humbly Showeth, 

“ That when the Honorable Company first had 
this village under this Government, your Petition- 
ers flocked to it as birds do under the cover of a 
great tree ; arid • the Governor of that time re- 
ceived us, and kindly took us und^r his protection. 
TTom which tijpe forward we lived in peace, and 
did our duty (Rid the Company’s business with 
great pleasure, till the time of Governor Macrae ; 
who to our great misfortune first laid upon us 
the tax on betel and tobacco, by, joining the 
same with the farm of Madras. May it please 
your Honor, that we presume to inform you, that 
it is the nature of- us of this country to use great 
quantities of- betel and tobacco ; insomuch that if 
we have not, or cannot be permitted, by reason of 
a hurry of business which ijpme times happens, to 
go to our victuals, w? can cheerfully bear it, if we 
have but betel and tobacco ; but we r cannot go 
through aur work without it, arid being always 
thinking of it, and longing for it, we leave our 
business to go out of the Bounds to get it ; and 
so we are hindered from doing our work, and by 
that means the several owners of the goods have 
them not returned therp rit the proper amj^ppoint- 
ed. times ; by which we lose great part of our pay ; 
and people imagining that we are negligent, 
and always running from our business, are afraid 
to give us employ ; by all which we have lost our 
livelihood, and hre reduced ,jto a great poverty. 
But as we are now happy in so good a Governor 
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as Your Honor, we pray you will please to take 
our case into consideration, and relieve *us from 
the burden of the betel and tobacco farm ; which 
never till the time of Govemof Macrae was laid 
on this village ; which, Your Honor shall think 
fit to grant, we shall constantly offer.up our thanks 
in Divine Service, and mind to* labour strictly, 
and to discharge our duties in our several busi- 
nesses ; and when the inflabitants *that fyave left 
this place shall hear the farm is taken off, they 
will cheerfully return agpin to tlieir habitations, 
the place will flourish, anfl your Petitioners as in 
duty bound shall evfr pray.” 

The result of this petition is thus recorded. 

“ Friday, 8th August, 1735. The Petition 
from the inhabitants of Triplicane being then con- 
sidered, the Board agreed unanimously that the 
laying on the duty on tobacco and betel in that 
and othef villages in Mr. Macrae’s time, had al- 
most depopulated those villages ; and that there 
is great reason to apprehend if that duty be longer 
continued there, the few remaining inhabitants will 
also desert. It was therefore resolved to take off 
the said duty ii* all the villages.” 

The following story, inserted in the consultations 
of the 15th September ^735, in the form of an 
explanation, will explain itself. 

“ Palmer, a soldier, and one Williams, Having 
an intrigue to carry on with one of Mrs. Harring- 
ton’s lodgers, who at that time was gallanted by 
some Swedes, agreed, in order to,appropriatc the 
more effectually that, lodger to their ovwi use, lo 
drive the Swedes from the house. They went 
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thither accordingly and began to quarrel. The 
mistress of the house sent her servant to call a 
Guard. The servant, who by chance espied Ensign 
Stewart in the street, ran to him, and made his 
address to him. The EiiMgn, trusting to his own 
sufficiency, went without a Guard. Upon his ar- 
rival he found I)essey and Palmer, two soldiers, 
who being more immediately under his command, 
he ordered tb€m to be gone. Dessey walked off. 
But Palmer not regarding the said Ensign’s order, 
he the Ensign was obliged to enforce it, by ap- 
plying his cane to Pafmer’s shoulders. Where- 
upon Williams, who had hitherto been only a spec- 
tator, avid Palmer, both together, closed in with 
the Ensign. But he readily disengaging himself 
from them, and putting himself in a posture of de- 
fence, bade them keep off. In short seeing them- 
selves foiled and disappointed they retired. 

“ About 9 o’clock that "'evening, Williams and 
Palmer passing through the Choultry guard where 
the Seijeeut was walking, asked him if he had 
heard any thing of their having quarrelled that 
evening with Ensign Stewart. To which he an- 
swered in the negative. They the n fell a bragging 
how heartily they would have drubbed him had 
they been armed as well,?: he the said 'Ensign vras. 
The Serjeant tyule them take care how they talked 
at that rate. Williams notwithstanding went on, 
and told the Seijeant that he Would have his re- 
venge, and for that vciy purpose would be on per- 
due for the Ensign ; and that he had a good quar- 
ter staff' which he believed w'ould do his business. 
To which Palmer answered, that if his quarter staff 
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would not do, he had a good knife that should do ; 
and then they bid the Serjeant good night.* 

“ When the Ensign came to his guard, the 
Seijeant told him what words had passed between 
Palmer, Williams, and hftnself. The Ensign made 
his report next morning to thq Captain of the 
main guard, and complained of Williams and 
Palmer, who wdle thereupon ordered to be taken 
up. Williams, not being a soldiey,* was sent to a 
Justice of the peace ; who finding sufficient cause 
for his commitment, bound him over to the Ses- 
sions ; and Palmer was confined to the Main 
Guard. .Neit morning Palmer was publicly re- 

{ iroved for his disobedience to his officefs ; and 
>eing a new man, not yet acquainted with the 
rules of Ihe Garrison, was acquitted without any 
further censure or punishment. 

“ Suljpequcntly, Palmer finding that he was not 
permitted* to converse ffeely \ytli Williams now in 
Gaol, wrote him several letter’s ; in one of which 
“ he applauded the brave resolution wtpigjh Willi- 
“ ams had taken to revenge himself on nis Ene- 
,f mies so soon as set at liberty ; and that he 
“ might dppepdY>q his assistance at all times.** 
But tyilliattig, w^q for sjonietime had suspected 
Palmer oif 'tfqgch'^y, qgidr^is letter to the Captain 
of the Guard, who earned it*to tlr# Governor j who 
after having perused it, gave orders to Captain 
Eckman to put Palftier into the Cookhouse, to give 
him a gentle exemplary punishment. Which was 
performed by the Corporal, by • giving Palmer 
twenty four stripes ofl the shoulders, morfc to ' dis- 
grace than hurt him, and his Military coat only 

20 
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being pulled off and not otherwise stripped. He 
was then sent to the West coast.” 

In October 1735, Subder Ali, Chunda Sahib, 
and Khan Bahadar the King’s Dewan, paid a visit 
to St. Thome ; whereupdh, in accordance with the 
advice of Imaun Sahib, an officer of high rank at 
Arcot and a great friend of the English, presents 
were dispatched to all these by Governor Benyon. 
The result is thus recorded. 

“ Tuesday, 18th November, 1735. The Presi- 
dent delivers to the Board an account of the pre- 
sents, and other extraordinary charges,, upon Na- 
bob Subder Ali Khan, Nabob Khan Bnhader, and 
Chundaf Sahib’s coming down to St. Thome and 
Madras ; which, including that to Imaun Sahib, 
amounts in the whole to Pagodas 1936, fanams 
18 and cash 55. 

“ At the same time he delivered to the Board 
sundry Takheeds from the “above mentioned per- 
sons, to their taxgatherers ; directing them to pass 
provision* for the Town free of customs ; which 
are entered after this consultation.” 

‘“Takeed from Imau.ni Sahib to Maliomnd Moctune 
Governor of Punnaree and Pulicat, (AJ. 18 th 1735. 

“ 1 have been lately informed that the Governor of 
Madras’s people, going and coming to and from Vizaga- 
patam by the way of Pijn/xaree and Pulicat, have been 
often stopped by your people for Jnncan ; for which 
oause I write to inform you that as there is no differ- 
ence between the Governor anev me, therefore you 
must not stop or hinder his people on any pretence 
whatever.” 

“ From Subd& Ally Khan to Shedee Busheer, Octo- 
ber t8*A 1785. 

“ I am informed that you have often stopped the 
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people from digging clay to make bricks for the Go- 
vernor of Madras ; wherefore I write you £hat, as 
soon as you see this my perwana, you snail no more 
stop or hinder his x>eople, but let every thing be done 
relating to this affair as usual.” 

"From the same person^o the same person, October 
3rd 1735. 

“ There is a strict friendship lately settled between 
me and the Go^rnor of Madras, and we are as bro- 
thers. 1 therefore command you to obey whatever 
orders you receive from him, as yoi^frould from my- 
self, without any hinderance or interruption ; in which 
you are to observe this as a strict Takheed ; and in all 
things relating to the Mctfcow &c., you are to let them 
go on according to Sallabad ; and whatever Takheeds 
1 have sent ydu before this you are to act according 
to the contents of them.” 

44 From J mourn Sahib to Governor Benyon, December 
1st 1735. 

44 1 have not received any letter from your Honor 
a great while, but have often wishod for them. Ac- 
cording to your Honor’s desire l have procured Nabob 
Subter Alt Khan’s three •perwanas to the Havildar of 
Poonamallee country, which 1 nBw send to your Honor, 
and their attested Copies, under the seal of the Caujee 
at Arcot ; so you* Honor may keep the originals and 
send those copies to the Havildar. The Nabob’s son 
Subder Ali Khan, and Chun da Sahib, have «your 
Honors friendship often in rememberance, and speak 
much of your praise. 

“ fcubaar Ali Khan has lately received from the 
Mogul’s Court the HonoifSto command 5000 Horse ; 
a Nagarah and a flag was s5nt hid! on the occasion, 
and he is named Sadatula Khan. And to Chunda 
Sahib, has been given the command of 2500 horse, and 
the name of Hussen Doast Khan. On which it will 
bo proper and look friendly for your Honor to write 
them letters of Congratulation. I ctesire your Honor 
will always believe rfb as ready to serve ifc yours a#v 
tny own affairs,” 
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TakJieed fi'om Nabob Subder Ali Khan to Shedee 
Bysheed, Havilder, of PoonamaUec, October 21st 1735. 

“ I have granted tree 6f customs all cattle that is 
carried in and out of Madras ; so you are to take 
none on them.” 

Another Takheed from iKe same person to (he tame, 
October 2let 17-65. 

“ 1 have granted free of custom, all firewood, bratty, 
s£raw, grass, and such like' things carried into Madras ; 
so you are to tike none, on them. This you are to 
observe as a strict Tahkeed.” 

The following consultations on municipal mat- 
ters, including the repairing of the Bridges, will 
explain themselves. t 

“ Wednesday, 25th November, 1738. The Coro- 
ner having reported to the President, that he late- 
ly sat on the body of a child found drowned in a 
well ; and the like accidents haying; frequently hap- 
pened of late years, occasioned by the want of 
proper Breast works to the said wells ;<-it is or- 
dered the Scavengei do repair such -of the public 
wells as need it, so as to prevent the like danger 
ibr the future ; and that ; the tom tom be beat 
through the bounds, directing all persons who have 
wells m their grounds and houses,, to do the same, 
under penalty of being punished if neglected. 

“ The Bridges next J£e town, and that in the 
way to Triplicane, being both much out of repair ; 
insomuch that if some care be not taken they will 
soon be so bad that they will 1 require to be new 
'Built : — ‘-It was moved to consider what means to 
take for putting them into some tolerable repair ; 
sinoe the ’fund which used to be appropriated to 
such uses — viz. the Town Conacopoljs duty, is, 
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by the Honorable Court of Directors in their last 
letter, order to be passed to the credit of' their Re- 
venues. 

“ There appeared to the Board only three ways 
of doing this. One by «nn assessment on the in- 
habitants ; the next by a duty to be. established as 
a fund for keeping them in a constant repair j the 
third at the Company's expense. The two former 
of which have considerable inconveniences and 
difficulties attending them. An assessment would 
make the inhabitants very .uneasy, lest whenever it 
should be. thought propCr to undertake any new 
thing for tho use of. the place it should be drawn 
into a precedent. Besides that the expense would 
fall on the persons immediately inhabiting here, 
whose residence among us, is by the necessary 
state of the trade and circumstances of the place, 
very uncertain ; and new comers would reap 
the benefit of it, without being at any part 
of the charge. A Duty appropriated for these 
used to be leviejl by way of a toll, wauld in all 
probability be collected with great difficulty, and 
would hardly answer ; since the bridges ave of 
use only in the printer season of the year, when the 
waters are high ; and therefore the country people 
would avoid paying, by passing the rivers with- 
out coming to the bridges in the other seasons. 
And to levy duties for repairing these bridges, 
without the person* who pay the same reaping any 
advantage thereby, as would be the case if any 
other method but a turnpike ^as made use of, 
would occasion mu«h murmuring among the in- 
habitants j of which we find a remarkable instance 
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in the case of the scavenger’s duty, which though 
levied for their real benefit is still looked upon as 
a grievance. 

“ Upon the whole it was agreed that the JPay 
Master do disburse what h necessary to repair the 
Town Bridge And Triplicane Bridge ; first making 
an estimate of tile expense to be laid before the 
Board. 

“ Which resolution tl.'e Board were induced to 
take in consideration of the general use of the 
Bridges to the Town, and the advantage of them 
to the Company in particular ; which to all who 
have been here any time is very apparent, and may 
be proved to others by the amount of our customs, 
which are now very high, notwithstanding our 
foreign trade has for several years past been al- 
most constantly attended with disappointments, 
and many branches of the customs thereby reduced 
to nothing. Yet these losres have been abundant- 
ly made up by the Consumption of many other 
articles ; to which consumption the easy access to 
the place", and constant and certain intercourse that 
lias .been by means of the bridges kept open with 
the country, has greatly if not entirely contributed. 

“ Agreed further to repeat our request to our 
Honorable Masters, that Jthcy will again permit us 
to make use of the produce of the Town Conaco- 
ply’s duty for these and such other uses. 

“ The Justices of the Chov.ltry report to the 
Board, that they have had under confinement, in 
the Choultry prison for sometime past, two persons 
for a robbery committed in the country ; whom 
they are at a loss how to proceed about ; because 
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by the late Charter, we are not empowered to take 
cognizance of any crime committed above tfcn miles 
distant from any English settlement ; and there* 
fore they have not yet bound them over, although 
the robbery is plainly piftved by the confession of 
the one and the goocb being fornn) upon the other. 

“ Which being considered the Board agreed, by 
an express limitation in tlje Charter, they cannot 
proceed against these persons according to the 
English laws. That delivering them up to the 
country Government would be attended with ill 
consequences ; since it would be urged as a prece- 
dent in othgr cases in future ; and that letting 
them escape would be yet worse, since ft would 
give encouragement to future attempts of the like 
kind. Wherefore it was after a long consideration 
unanimously determined and resolved to send the 
two prigoners to Bencoolen, on the first vessel 
bound tffither, to be Haves £pr life to the Com- 
pany. This resolution the Board thought justified 
by the Charter ; since being therein dire#t£d to act 
as much in conformity .to the laws of England as 
the condition and circumstances of the place* will 
admit of, the Board cannot but be of opinion His 
Majesty intended by the above expressions to give 
us a liberty — (in consideration that in so distant a 
colony, and among people whose rfiligion, laws and 
customs are so infinitely different from our own, 
many things must Unavoidably happen for which 
the laws of England have made no provision, and 
many others where the execution of these laws 
would be attended with very fatal consequences to 
settlement)— of acting in all such cases so as should 
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appear most consonant to the well-being- and secu- 
rity of the place ; and of this nature the Board 
think the case now before ns to be.’* 

The following results ofc a debate, upon the ad- 
vantages or otherwise of selling the Broad doth 
imported from Europe by public outcry or by con- 
tract, are worthy of preservation. , 

“ Tuesday, « 6th Jan'aary, 1736. The advan- 
tages and disadvantages of selling the Broad doth 
received from Europe at outcry, were debated, and 
the Board agreed as follows : — 

“ That Broad cloth may. be sold at outcry 
sometimes for a higher price than the Company’s 
Merchants give for it ; but that there appears no 
other possible advantage from it. That on -the 
other hand the disadvantages are : — 

“ 1st. That there must be a long thrust, and 
perhaps some bad debts mftde. ,f ’ 

“ 2nd. That if we do not always sell by con- 
tract, oui\ Merchants will not take it when the 
price doth not answer at outory.. 

“fSrd. That those who buy at outcry will buy 
only for the present demand. r 

“ 4th. ' That consequently the consumption is 
not likely to be increased by it. 

“ That selling by contract lias no inconvenience 
attending it, but a possibility of sometimes getting 
a larger prioe at outory. Bdt the advantages of 
it are : 

“ 1st. A certain profit to the Company on 
what sold, 

“ 2nd. The consumption also certain. 
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“ 3rd, A security from bad debts, the g5od* 
being kept in our hands till the money is f>aid. 

fct And if the Governing Moors continue the 
method they are this year fallen into, the selling 
by contract may very jjfrobably increase the con- 
sumption ; since if the Nabobs and other great 
officers find a profit by buying this cloth, it is evi- 
dent they will Encourage the use of it ; and as 
they pay no juncans in the countr^they can afford 
to sell it cheaper than private Merchants can, and 
having always large quantities of money by them 
they take off large parcels at once. 

“ To this perhaps it may be said, that we might 
deal with the great Moormen for it ourseltcs ; but 
we can by no means believe our Honorable Mas- 
ters would approve of our engaging in transactions 
with the Government, that might possibly be at- 
tended ujjth disputes ; the consequences of which 
no body, can foresee, Ihuch Jess avoid ; for which 
reason it has been the constant maxim of this place 
to have no dealings in trade with them, 

c< Upon tlic whole it was resolved to continue 
the present method, unless we should receive or- 
ders from our Honorable Masters to the contrary.”' 
The following entry explains itself. 

“ Monday, 5th March* ^736. The Rental Ge- 
neral reports tliat there are a verjf great number of 
persons taxed in the Bent Roll at four and six 
fanams each, who are real objects of compassion ; 
being either old men past their labour ; or poor 
widow women who live by spinning of cotton 
thread, or beating paddy, and the lik8 sorts of 
work, by which they cannot get more than thirty 

21 
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or tfiiity-five cash per day-; that the major part of 
the bad 'debts arise from taxing these people ; and 
that having the new Roll ready all but affixing the 
rates which every one is to pay, he desires direc- 
tions of the Board whether these persons shall be 
excused or continued on the Boll as usnal. 

“ The frequently repeated orders from our 
Honorable Masters for relieving the poor, making 
any debate on this subject unnecessary, the Bentaf 
General was ordered to prepare the* new Roll 
as soon as possible ; at^l therein to omit charging 
all such as appeared to him to be real objects cf 
charity ; and when done to present the same for 
the approval of the Board 1 .” 

The circumstances related below are very curious- 
as furnishing an illustration of the administrnticn 
of the English nation amongst the Natives, who 
are not inhabitants of Macias. Thonghi**ihey are 
somewhat lengthy, '.ve prefer putting them into- 
smaller type to abridging them. 

'* Monday, lfith April, 1786. The !Fresident addressed 
himself to the Board to the 'following purport. 

u Gentlemen. 

“ There have lately happened two cases here, which 
I think necessary to lay before yon, for your considera- 
tion and determination thereupon. The one is my 
having confined a* Ouzei^C Merchant on a complaint 
from the country. The other is an arrest out of the- 
Mayor’s Court served on the person of a FolSgar ; an 
inhabitant indeed of ours, but at ’ the time of serving 
the said arrest, being in the Moors' territories. As the' 
former Sf these mpy possibly be represented as a breach) 
of the rulqs prescribed by the Royal Charter ; and my 
interposing in the other bo represented as an infringe- 
ment of the rights of the Mayor’s Court ; — I shall give 
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you «n account of the several circumstances attending 
each of them, and you will come to suoh a determina- 
tion upon them as you shall judge reasonable. 

M The first of these cases is as follows : — 

“ Sometime in January # last, notice was brought me 
that one Moal Chund, a Guzerat Merchant of this place, 
was missing and gone off, as it was said, upwards of 
30,000 pagodas in debt to the Arcot *Shroffs and several 
others. Among# many particulars which were told me 
at that time relating to his disappearing, it was said that 
the night before, Arnboi Boss, one of his creditors had 
been at his house and carried many things away. Several 
blows were given, and Moal Chund was heard to groan. 
This last circumstance creating a suspicion of foul play, 
I ordered stript inquiry to be made after Moal Chund ; 
•till being assured by "some persons of good credit, that 
lie was alive and well but retired out of the bounds, I did 
not think myself obliged to take any notice of what had 
passed, without some regular complaint should be made 
me, knowing it was an usual and common way of pro- 
ceeding among the country people. But the 2nd of 
February^! received a letter from Moal Chund complain- 
ing of the usage he hau received from Amboi Doss, 
winch by this means I was obligod to take notice of. 
However, consuming how tender the cfedit of the 
•Shroffs ds, I would not send for Amboi DosS t!b the Fort, 
but ordered the -FolHgar to send to his house, to tell him 
the nature of the complaint, and that he raust’name 
securities for his asmtinmng m the bounds. After which, 
I told the messenger that brought the letter, I would 
take care Amboi Dess should be forthcoming ; but for 
the letters of license, Moal ^bond jjpust himself settle 
that with his creditors, I heard nothing further of Moal 
Chund, or bis affairs, till sometime after 1 saw him in 
•discourse with several other Merchants in the Fort ; and 
inquiring how long he had been in the bounds, was 
Answered that he came in two days ajter his letters, by 
'consent of his creditor^ ; who had all of thjpm settled 
their* accounts with him, and agreed upon the time for 
their being paid ; and indeed I concluded it had been 
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00 , haring often seen him since in company with Ambot 
Doas and ( 9hankarapareek’s Gomasta ; bat six days ago 
I received a letter from Imaivm Sahib by a horseman, 
who at the same time brought another to Hodjee Addy. 
So soon as the horseman had delivered me the letter, I 
gave him the customary answer that I would get it 
translated, expecting upon that he would have with- 
drawn ; but he told me he was acquainted with -the 
purport of the letters which related to a demand his 
master had upon Moal Chund, arisirfg from a sum of 
money lqnt hidi^by the 0 hands of Shankarapareek’s 
Gomastas (who came with him) ; and os his message 
and the letters he brought could not be long a secret, 
lie hoped I would order j^oal Chund into custody, lest 
he should withdraw himself out of the bounds, and 
make his escape out of the province. Uprtn this I asked 
Stiankarapareek’s Gomastas, if they lia5 made any 
application to me or elsewhere, and been denied all that 
was necessary for their security, that they should give 
Jniaum Sahib the trouble of w'riting me a letter. I 
asked them the question in such a manner, that I found 
by their answer they understood what I meant by it. 
They told me they had no irtention to giife linaum 
Sahib or me the trouble of that letter ; and had only 
wrote to Shankarapareek the state of the case, and 
desired lii^ directions >vhether they should apply to me ; 
but he had given them no other answer, than that they 
should not concern themselves further about it till they 
heard from him again, and that they^ were ignorant of 
the money being Imaum Sahib’s, or ot any intention to 
apply to him. 

“ The case being new^and of which there was no 
precedent since the coining out of the Charter, I began 
to be in doubt whether l had authority to commit 
Moal Chund to custody ; but con&dering the exigency 
of the affair, and that by too fearful an attachment to 
the form of the law, the peace of the place and the 
Company’^ affairs blight be brought into dangers, I did 
no longer hesitate ; only out of compassion to Moal 
Chund, wlio had made so considerable a figure among 
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the Merchants, I asked Imaum Sahib’* messenger, and 
the Gomastas of Shankarapareek, if they would be eon* 
tented with his being in the custody of the PolHgar. To 
which they consenting I sent an officer with them to hia 
house, where they found him at home, and from thence 
they earned him to the PolMgar. 

“ By the ancient rules of the place, no inhabitant is 
to have any dealings or correspondent with the country 
Government, without special license ; nor are they to 
make any application to the# Governing Moors in any 
matter or dispute arising in the bounds. But Moal 
Chund might in this case nave pleaded that he dealt with 
Shankarapareek’s Gomastas, Merchant inhabitant, 
living under pur protection, aritt as such under no obliga- 
tion to inquire whose money they traded with ; and 
ShankarapareeVs Gom&stas might urge that it was well 
known when they came down here, whose Agftits they 
were ; and that it could not bo wondered at if they 
corresponded with, and were subject to the orders of 
their principals ; $nd that if it was a breach of our laws, 
they ought to have been told so when they came down, 
and not s*gfered to settle in the Town. But the altera- 
tion iu the circumstances 4 ^ tho^ place has made a dis- 
pensation in some sort necessary ; for if we were to keep 
lip to the strictness gf the old rules, we should djive almost 
all the moneyed men out of the place ; what fhe conse- 
quence of that would be may be easily guessed, as money 
is as much the sinews of trade as of war ; and I sujtposo 
it is very well known now, that almost all the trade of 
the place is circulated bv means of the Arcot money, 
and the credit our inhabitants have with the Shroffs ; 
and besides that their money the cl^ef support of the 
trade of the place, there is another principal advantage 
we receive by it, that I supposed will be easily guessed 
at without naming it. # 

“ This being the state of the case, it remain^ to be 
considered what method we ought to ^follow, not only 
upon the present occasioH. but all others, that «'fre attend- 
ed with the like circumstances. It has been a point 
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much debated of late 'whether any person, since the 
coming out of the Charter, can be taken up for debt 
except by warrant issuing out of the Mayor’s Court. But 
besides that it often happens that by the Forms of the 
Courti it may be some days before a warrant can be 
taken out. We are not certain that the Moors would 
submit to follow a process there ; but if they should 
consent thereto, yet many things might occur which 
would give us infinite uneasiness ; for though at pre- 
sent I think we are upon qo good terms with the Mayor’s 
Court, that I arin ( willing to hope they would make all 
possible dispatch in bringing such a suit to an issue ; 
yet we cannot be always sure of such a disposition ; and 
if it should even happen tfrat the majority of that Court 
should be composed of persons of a maligfiant disposi- 
tion towards the interest of the Company, or actuated 
by prejudices against the Company’s Agents, it is very 
easy to foresee the trouble and confusion, not to only the 
Company’s affairs, but the whole place might be involv- 
ed in. I suppose it is well known how muoh it is in 
the breast of the Court, to prolong the time before any 
suit is finished ; and a message from the Board, if the 
Court are not rightly disposed, would rather occasion a 
greater delay than quicken their proceedings. 

“ But to consider it a little further if we should admit 
what (by-the way) we have very litftle reason to do ; 
namely, that the Moots should have partienoe to wait 
the progress of any of their actions through our Courts ; 
yet should it be put into the heads of the defendants that 
they might appeal to England, I believe it u very easy 
to conceive what effect it would have upon the Moors, 
and how they would receive any notice, that in such 
ease must be given them, that they must follow the ap- 
peal to England, I believe there can be no doubt by which 
they would think they had shottn sufficient complai- 
sance in demanding justice of the Company’s Agents ; 
and th^t being refused them they would immediately 
make a peremptory demand of the debtor to be delivered 
xip to them ; and as they always deliver upon debtors, 
I see not with what equity we could refuse to deliver up 
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theirs, atul there would be much to justify any mea- 
sures which they should resolve on to oblige us#to it. 

41 The other affair I mentioned to yon is this : — 

“ Some days ago the Mayor came with a complaint to 
me that one of the Court Serjeant, going with a war- 
rant to arrest an inhabitant of Cattawauk, a number 
of the other inhabitants, together with some peons be- 
longing to the. Moors, had beat the Serjeant and res- 
cued the prisonej. Whilst I was considering what 
orders to give upon the occasion, the Court Serjeaflt 
fame in to confirm Mr. Mayor's account* of the • matter ; 
only with this difference, which indeed .was a very ma- 
te* ial one, that he had arrested the man in Trivitash, a 
village not two miles from thejFort, but out of the Com- 
Xmny’s bounds. Upon which I told both the Mayor and 
Serjeant that though the Cliarter did say the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court should extend ten miles, yet I Supposed 
it was to bo understood and provided that the Com- 
pany's bounds had the same extent ; but however that 
might be I was sure the Moors would not suffer the 
Mayor’s warrants to pass in their territories, and there- 
fore they /would do well to confine their jurisdiction 
within thaftof the Company's. Whilst the Mayor was 
yet with me, a Messenger came iif from the Havildar of 
Poonamallee, complaining that whilst he was at Trivi- 
tash, settling some blatters with the PolligaWbf some of 
their towns, a white man came thbir, used the Polligar 
very ill, by giving him several blows ; and Boomed deter- 
mined upon worse treatment, if he had not interposed to 
prevent it, and he desired that I would give orders that 
such things might not bo done again. 1 dismissed the 
Messengers with an answer thrtf I would inquire into it. 

“ About six the next morning, the* Polligar came to 
me. The account he gave of hitnself was, that he and 
his Ancestors had forftmany generations been Polligars 
of twenty- five villages under the Moors; three of which 
namely Cattawauk, Sautongot and Ennore, Were about 
twenty yeara ago granted by the Mogul to the Company ; 
that these being the fAtherest villages froifi us and 
separated from all 1$xe rest of our bounds, he had very 
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rarely come to Madras*, and was .quit© ignorant of our 
laws ami customs ; and this trouble that was now 
brought upon him was at the instigation of the persons 
who rented those villages of the Company* with whom 
he had some difference ; and who being better acquaint- 
ed with the methods of pro&eding among us, had taken 
this way to distress and insult him. The Polligar added 
that when the Serjeant came to him he was busy with 
the Havildar of the Poonamallee country, examining a 
robbery that h^d happened in one of their villages ; that 
ho told the Serjeant he wotxld go with him when he had 
F done ; but the Serjeant laid hold of him to carry him away 
immediately, and gave him several blows with a cane, the 
marks of which were very 1 visible when I saw him ; and 
that the Serjeant 'would have suffered t more from the 
Moors for his attempt to carry him away, if he himself 
had noif interposed. The Polligar then delivered me a 
petition, containing some complaints of the hardships he 
had suffered from the Company’s Renters ; who, I 
suppose, having some intelligence of it (for it seemed 
to have been wrote some days before) were the more 
earnest to have him arrested to prevent his cjidivering of 
it. I shall say notliipg hereof the action commenced 
against him in the Mayor’s Court, because it is possible 
it may cqmc before ns in another manner. Neither 
indeed di> S recoil ectynuch of the j>etition, having a few 
hours after delivered it to the Mayor ; to whom I took 
notfce at the same time that I thought the arrest was 
irregular, and contrary to the constrat rule and practice 
of the place, which exempted all the Poligars from any 
arrest ; established upon very good consideration, and 
to avoid the copsequei^es which might attend their 
being taken into custody. Besides that the case of this 
man was differc ntly circumstanced, being Boligar but of 
three of our villages, and of twenfy-two belonging to the 
Moors, who would probably claim him, out of an opinion 
that they had a greater right in him. But otherwise 
the thinp in dispute being on\v a title to a small piece 
of ground, of no greater value than twenty or twenty- 
five pagodas ; had it been any body else the necessity 
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of an arrest did not seetn to be very urgent, and the 
direction s with the charter were plainly against it. The 
Foligar appearing in Court some days after to defend his 
title, the Court began to examine him touching what 
happened at Trivitasli ; an enquiry certainly that was 
very improper, because the Arrest being out of the Com- 
pany's bounds ; it is not in our power to support them ip 
it. Before the Court rose, they committed him to prison, 
where he remainetl till about six in the evening, when 
he was discharged after paying forty-six fanams ; and 
then he came to me and complained pf it as 9. matter 
that was a shame and disgrace to him ; and the more so 
as being done in the sight of his people. The Mayor 
bein^ with me again the nexi morning, I asked him 
how it could be that the Court had treated the Poligar 
in the manner *they had done, after all that I had said 
to him myself. The Mayor replied that vahen the 
Poligar appeared in Court, they did design to have de- 
cided the dispute between him and the plaintiff that very 
day, but some difficulties arising that could not then bo 
cleared up and being twelve at noon, some of the Aider- 
men cried ,^>ut let him give bail and answer ; and ad- 
journing immediately upoi* it, lie believed the Marshal 
might have taken him into custody : but did not know 
that he was imprisoned till the evening, when a person 
came from him to Be his bail. To avoid all fftxther dis- 
pute, I was willing to take Mr. Mayors account of the 
matter ; but told him that when the council met, I 
believed they wouhitako it into consideration, and think 
themselves obliged to make some order upon it, to pre- 
vent the consequences which might follow if it should 
be drawn into precedent. 

“ The Boaixl having seriously considered these two 
cases, approved the taking of Moal Chgmd into custody, 
and desired the purpojit of what the President had Baid 
upon the occasion might be entered upon consultation, 
as our reasons for the same ; that the Company may 
judge thereof ; and that they be detfired in our next 
general letter to give ut directions in all casts of the 
like haturc which may happen in future. 

22 
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“As to tlie other affair, the ill consequences which may 
ensue from the breach of the bid rules of the place, 
established for many and very good reasons, induced the 
Board to come to the following resolutions thereupon. 

“ Ordered that no Sheriff do serve any warrant of 
arrest or execution upon the person of the Poligar of 
Madras, or any of the Poligars of tho villages, nor upon 
their dwelling hcPnses, where they keep their prisoners, 
nor upon any of the duties due and payable to them 
for the guard i\ud safety of the town and villages. 

** Ordered also that the Sheriff do repay to the Poligar 
of Cattawauk, the sum of forty -six fanams, taken from 
the said Poligar by the Sheriff's officers for prison fees/' 
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CHAPTEB XLII. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. RICHARD BENYON. 

173(5 -*40. 

The Governorship of Mr. Benyon bridges over 
the period between the unknown and known his- 
tory of the Presidency. to this date we have 

been exhuming the annals of a period which was 
almost a perfect blank in the eyes of meti ; but 
now we are approaching an era in which 
modern histoiy, as it has been written by Ornic, 
"Wilks, and Duff, may be said to fairly begin ; and 
thus our future annals will serve rather to enlarge 
and illusifcate our preseiPt knowledge than to carry 
us through a world which was altogether new. 

Our first extract refers to what may/ty; called 
the “ woes of the washers,” who on the 30th of 
April, 1736, addressed the following petition to 
Governor Benyon 

“ The Petition of the Washers. 

** Humbly showeth, 

“ Whereas your petitioners having faithfully 
servedPthe Honorable Company in wnshing their 
cloth from the first establishment of this place ; 
which they were the better enabled . to perform by 
their having in constant employ between four and 
five hundred able and sufficient persons of their 
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caste to carry on and discharge the said business 
effectually ; but your petitioners are sorry to ac- 
quaint your Honor, that by means of the constant 
famines which have happened for these ten or 
eleven years past, their ctfoly allowance from the 
Honorable Company 1ms not been sufficient for their 
subsistance, after the usual charges incident thereon 
were defrayed ; and also that the vice for some 
time was so scarce and tlear, that it could not be 
procured under quarter or half measure for a 
fanam. So through th*se and the like exigencies 
they were entirely disabled to support themselves 
and families. Provisions being soi scarce, that 
induced a great number of their people to desert 
their habitations and take refuge in other parts, 
where provisions were cheaper ; many having sold 
themselves, wives, and children ; and many like- 
wise embarked themselves on several vessels to 
divers places; together ' with a grearmortality 
among them, which has reduced them to the small 
number cf about one hundred men, by whom your 
petitioners assure /our Honor it is morally impos- 
sible to carry on and discharge their whole duty 
of washing the cloth. Also /mother difficulty 
arises, which further disables your petitioners in 
completing the whole business, is, — that in former 
times the long 'cloth 'weighed but ten to eleven 
pound per piece, which was more easy fout man 
to hold and wash it, especially in such times when 
they had provisions cheap they were the stronger 
to perforin it. Whereas of late years the long 
cloth provided has been of between thirteen and 
fourteen pounds per piece, which in such time of 
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scarcity reduced your petitioners in their strength 
so much, that they %and it impossible for«a single 
man to hold a piece of cloth of that burden and 
wash it effectually. 

“ Honorable Sir, your poor petitioners most 
humbly crave leave to represent to* your Honor 
that the Washers at Port St. David, Porto Novo r 
and Vizagapatafn have larger privileges and larger 
benefits to support themsdlves out # their allow- 
ances ; by reason of their having rivers of good 
and fresh water proper fos washing of cloths ; and 
their place* being near to the woods, whereby they 
are likewise gainers .in purchasing the several in- 
gredients required in washing, as soap, chunarn, 
choud, goat’s dung, fuel, &e. But as our river 
being not so good water, your petitioners are ob- 
liged to be at the trouble and expense of having 
water fqj their purpose drawn out of the wells ; 
and that your petitioners’ allowance from the Ho- 
norable Company being only but one pagoda 
and five fanama fcr every corge of long* cU>th’s wash- 
ing, your petitioners crave leave to set # forth the 
charges incident thereon which they defray a* fol- 
lows : 

Pag. F. C. 


Beating 0 3 0 

Cooly hire for carrying b row'll • 

cloth to washing place 0 1 30 

Cooly for carrying it^ack after 

it is washed. 0 1 30 

Conacopilly’s wages 0 1 0 

Goats* dung to rub the brown • 

cloth for washing... a 0 10# 

Chunam, soap and choud 0 8 0 
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Pag. F. C. 

. Fuel for boiling the cloth three 

times before it is well washed 0 9 0 

Fuel for boiling congee rice... 0 10 

Indigo to prevent the red and 
brown spots in Congee a*d 

cloth 0 0 40 

0 26 20 

For every corge of long cloth’s washing, 
vice allowed to the Congee is — measures 
sixteen ; whdrpns the ni'erchants account 
half thereof on their part, and for the 
other half eight measures they receive in 
your petitioner’s account the value of it. 0 10 40 

Pagoda. 1 0 60 

So there is but fanams 4 cash 20 to be divided 
amongst all your petitioners for their livelihood. 

“ The said pagodas 1 and 5 fanams was the rate 
allowed to your petitioners when there wae a garce 
of paddy sold for fi ve or’’ six pagodas "or there- 
abouts. But by reason of the severe famines 
aforementioned, together with the desertion and 
deaths of so many, your petitioners are reduced to 
such* extreme poverty, nud to so small a number 
of hands, that they are entirely ipbapable of main' 
taining themselves and families ; and likewise not 
in a capacity of discharging their duty of washing 
the cloth effectually. " 

“ Therefore their present necessity and business 
requires their sending for a larger supply of people 
out of the country to their assistance ; buVthen 
their allowance at present being insufficient for the 
maintenance of your petitioners only -through the 
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reasons aforementioned ; therefore your petitioners 
must consequently He incapable to maintain those 
whom they design to send for to their assistance. 

“ Your Honor will be pleased further to consi- 
der that since the padd/ sells at 17 or 18 maracals 
per pagoda, through your Honoris ‘favour to the 
poor souls in general ; yet the merchants account 
for the half share of con^eeing the cloths befort- 
mentioned, at or between 8 and *10 maracals per 
pagoda. Besides that some years ago when grain 
was dear, your petitioners* were always favoured 
by the Honorable Company through their ware- 
house keepefs with the free gift of two or three 
garce of paddy. 

“ Your petitioners therefore most humbly en- 
treat your Honor will be gi-aciously pleased to take 
into your most serious consideration their misera- 
ble and distressed condition ; and only be pleased 
to forbid the merchants from receiving money for 
the half share of congeeing the cloths ; that there- 
by your petitioners may receive their fuJA allowance 
of pagodas 1 and fanams 5 for every corge of long 
clbths, without any such deduction by the Mer- 
chants ; which rrtUl enable your petitioners to pro- 
cure more hands, and to complete their business 
effectually, and it will be l^it just sufficient to re- 
lieve them out of their present calamities. 

“ YourHonor’s pgor petitioners further crave leave 
to represent to your Honor, that in the severe fa- 
mine in Governor Pitt’s time there was some cloth 
destroyed by worms &c., and other Some stole in tha 
Washing town, which your Honor is very sensible 
of ; but when the thieves were found at three or 
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four several times and produced by the Poligar, 
they wefe tried by the Honorable Judges Court 
but acquitted from any corporal punishment, and 
were only turned out of the bounds ; which was 
owing to Governor Pitt’s tfnd your Honor’s wonted 
favour and compassion, by taking into considera- 
tion the misery and poverty of their condition, oc- 
cfteioned by the then present famine. Your poor 
petitioners now .humbly acquaint your Honor that 
payment is demanded of them for 260 cloths that 
was destroyed and stole in Governor Pitt’s time 
abovementioned . 

“ Your Honor’s poor petitioners (whose condi- 
tions rfre so miserable by the foreinentioned 
reasons and the reduction of their number) most 
earnestly beseech your Honor will be graciously 
pleased to excuse your poor petitioners from the 
abovementioned demand of payment for the 260 
cloths, that was destroyed* or stole in Mr. Pitt’s 
Government. 

“ Yow? petitioners most humbly repeat their 
earnest request that your Honor will be graciously 
pleaded to forbid the merchants from receiving the 
half share of congeeing the clotty and also in ex- 
cusing the demand for the 260 cloths ; and in ac- 
knowledgment of which favours your petitioners 
as in duty bound shall Gver pray for your Honors’s 
good health, prosperity and long life.” 

The decision of the Board tipon this petition is 
thus recorded. 

“ Monday, 1'7 th May, 1736. Then the Board 
taking into consideration fhe petition from the 
Washers, came to a resolution to make them an 
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advance of four fanams per corge of long cloth, 
and two fanams per corge of Salampores, being 
sensible they are not able to perform their work at 
the present allowance.” 

The following proceedings respecting private 
trade are sufficiently explained by* the extracts 
themselves. 

“ Wednesday* 21st July^ 1736. ^Our Houort- 
ble Masters, having upon many* occasions and 
divers times given their command to this Presi- 
dency to prevent as much possible all assistance 
to our rivals in trade, either by lending them 
money, or Otherwise ; and having repented the 
same more fully and particularly in thdfr letter 
dated the 23rd January last, it was agreed to give 
notice thereof by affixing it at the sea gate, and 
that such notice be in the words and form follow- 
ing* , . 

“ Ordered by the President* and Council, in con- 
formity to the directions received from the HontJfc- 
able Company, that from and after thfc.date of 
this notice, any person or persons, — inhabitants 
of Madras, Natives, or others, — who should pre- 
sume to be conceded directly or indirectly in any 
Stock or Loan at respondentia on any foreign ship, 
if not belonging to this pori^ or some other of the 
English settlements, shall be lined according to 
the value of their concerns, and forfeit the Com- 
pany’s protection ; and any person or persons, who 
shall be guilty of procuring or soliciting any such 
concern in Stock or l^onn at respftndentia on any 
such foreign ship or ships, shall forfeit the Com- 
pany’s protection and be expelled the bounds. 

23 



178 


HI8T0EY OP MASHAS. 


{173ft— 40- 


“ Ordered also that no ship or ships belonging 
to any of the Inhabitants of this place, whether 
Native or others, shall import at any port or place 
on this coast, not being an English settlement ; 
except in case of necessity, when in that case also 
they shall be ‘liable to pay the Custom to the Com- 
pany the same as if they had imported here. 

. t> “ All persons subject to his Bfttannic Majesty, 
are to h/ive du'q regard to his Majesty’s royal pro- 
clamation, prohibiting all his subjects trading 
within the Company’s limits, in foreign service, 
or under foreign commissions, or being any way 
concerned in foreign Companies ; and- likewise for- 
bidding them to visit, haunt, or frequent to East 
Indies, without the said Company’s License.” 

“ The Board thought proper to publish this no- 
tice in such general terms to avoid giving any 
particular offence ; which might have a^ected the 
friendship and harmony that is subsisting at pre- 
amt with the Country Government and the 
French : *it being chiefly designed to prevent all 
aid and assistance to the trade of Pondicherry, and 
the-Moors ports to the Southward of us ; as what 
effects the trade of the place a lost sensibly, and 
tbat are our most dangerous rivals.” 

“Monday, 29th November, 1736. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the BcJard that this afternoon he 
is to receive a visit from one Meer Suttu, a person 
that was tutor to Subtler Ali Khan, who has 
given him a commission to supervise the Poona- 
mallee Country ; the President added that he had 
lately had a great deal of trouble with the Metta 
people, and was advised to make this man a small 
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present, who in return would leave such orders at 
the Mettas as would make us easy. 

“ Agreed the present be two pieces of scarlet 
broad cloth and twelve flasks of rose water to him- 
self ; and twelve yards of^carlet and three of aurora 
to the managers who attend him ;ilte whole value 
will be about ninety pagodas,” 

The records f8r the year 1737 contain nothing 
worthy of note ; and yet at # this pe^i&d eve»t.s were 
occurring which are not without importance in the 
history of the Presidency.* In 1732, the Enjtili 
of Trieliinopoly had died without issue ; his second 
and third wives burned themselves with the body, 
but the first wife succeeded to the Govermftent, in 
conformity it is said with the desire of the deceased 
‘Rajah. Disputes subsequently ensued between the 
ltanec and a Prince of the royal blood. Dost Ali, 
the Nab^b of Arcot, was prevailed upon to. take 
advantage of the confusJtm, to^mbject the kingdom 
of Trieliinopoly to his own authority. Accordingly 
he sent an army under his son Subder Ajh, m and his 
son* in-law Chunda Sahib, to seize any opportunity 
which might offer of getting possession of f the 
capital.* 

The result was tragical. Chunda Sahib, who 
already owed his advancement to his matrimonial 
arrangements, was fortunate? enough to excite the 
tender regard of the Ranee, A ccordingly he was en- 
abled to prevail on the love stricken lady to admit 
him with a body of troops into the city of Trichi- 
nopoly, having first taken an oatft on the Koran 

*Orme’s History of lndoetan,Vol. l.p. 38. Pliaroah’s 
edition, Wilks’s Southern India, Vol. I. p. 219. 



180 HISTORY Of MADRAS, U7M-4* 

that lie would act in nothing to her detriment. 
But the '•loves of middle aged queens are not al- 
ways fortunate, and Chunda Sahib proved more 
cruel to the Banee than .Eneas proved to Dido, 
'there is however a slight difference between the 
classical legend and the modem story. Eneas 
broke the heart 6f Dido by running away ; where- 
as Chunda Saliib broke the heart of the Banee by 
remaining wher$ he was/ The latter seized the city 
of Trichinopoly, and then imprisoned the lady^ ; 
upon which the latter died of grief, and the king- 
dom of Trichinopoly yielded to the authority of 
the faithless Chunda. 

"We now proceed with the annals of the English 
settlement. Our next extracts will illustrate the 
administration of the laws. 

“ Friday, 20th January, 1738. Captain Henry 
Hoadly, Commander of the “ Boyal Guardian,” 
acquainted the Boanj that *his sail makef\ James 
Bouchanan, had murdered Michael Smith, his 
fourth mate, in Canton river the 16 th October 
lasts that the next morning he jointly with Cap- 
tain ^Martin and Sheppard, had taken the exami- 
nation of several persons, wlipi, were on board 
when the accident happened ; in consequence of 
which he had brought the man here in irons in 
order to a trial. 

“ Captain Hoadly being withdrawn, and his 
Majesty’s commission for trying pirates being 
called for and examined, it was found that we are 
thereby empowered to try piracies, felonies and rob- 
beries, without any mention of murder. Which 
being debated, it was agreed that neither the word 
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“ piracy,” nor the word “ felony,” could be un- 
derstood to imply “ murder and the rather be- 
cause in the preamble to the said commission 
murder is distinguished from the 'other two, and 
also for that the oath •appointed by the act of 
the 1 Pth and 12th of King William, the third, to 
be taken by the Judges of the Covfrt of Admiralty, 
plainly refers to* piracy, robbery and felony, and 
not to murder. 

“ Captain Iloadly was then called in, and told 
the Board were of opinioij we hnd not power to 
try the criminal here ; but that if he would order 
the several ‘‘witnesses ashore, their information 
should be taken upon oath by some ofliia Ma- 
jesty’s Justices of peace for his justification.” 

“ Tuesday, 24tli January, 1738. A peon that 
carries money, having murdered liis companion 
and robflbd him of the *111011 and effects he had 
with him belonging to several merchants : and 
the murderer having been discovered in.Triplicane 
with most of the effects about him ; *tl!e owners 
thereof appear before the Board, and having made 
good their claim, to the money &c., the same was 
delivered them before the Board. But the mur- 
der and robbery hnving been committed to the 
Southward of Porto Novi*, and consequently not 
punishable by virtue of our charter, the peon was 
delivered to the nfhrchants under custody of the 
Poligar’s peons, to be conveyed to the llajah in 
whose country the fact was committed, in order 
that he might receives his trial and punishment 
there.” 
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Our next extract refers to the state of foreign 
affairs. «■ 

“ Saturday, 8tli July, 1738. The President ac- 
quainted the Board, that he had received certain 
advices out of the country* that the Mahrattas had 
entered the provinces and seized upon Gott, 1 * the 
principal pass : that Subder Ali Khan was set out 
against them, but with so pitiful'a force that it 
was concjudcd, °if he did not very speedily buy a 
peace, they would soon be at Arcot ; which being 
no wnllcd city, they would not be long in overrun- 
ning the country. Whereupon the President de- 
sired to entertain as many llarcarras . as may be 
necessary to bring him advice of the Mahrattas’ 
motions.” 

These incursions of the Mahrattas are to be at- 
tributed partly to the intermittent hostilities be- 
tween the Nizam and the Mahrattn llaiah, and 
partly to the hostility of> the Mahrattas to the 
Mussulman occupation of the Hindoo state of 
Trichinopoly. 

About this time a powder manufactory was 
erected at Madras, on the North West comer of 
the island. We subjoin the original entry. 

■ “Monday, 13th November, 1738. The Pay 
Master and Storekeeper report to the Board, that 
they have pitched upon a spot of ground for erect- 
ing the new buildings necessary for the powder 
maker ; which lies in the North Western corner 
of the island, between the roads lending to Egmore 
and Cliindadrcpdltab, but a considerable distance 


Query, “ Ghaut.” 
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from each road, so that no body need go near the 
said buildings but tlie persons employed, and in 
case of an accident the passengers will be out of 
reach of danger. They also deliver in a plan for 
erecting the same, tnkii% up the space of 180 feet 
in length and 144 in breadth.” 

Our next extract carries us to Vizagnpatam. 
There had been some disputes between the Eng- 
lish and the Nabob of Rajahmundpy. It is worthy 
of notice that this Nabob wn3 no other than An- 
war-odean, the gentleman! who subsequently be- 
come Nabob of Arcot, and who is the founder of 
the WalhyaM family. 

“ Wednesday, 23rd May, 1739. General let- 
ter from the chief and Council at Vizagapatam of 
the 1st of May read, advising the unsettled state 
of the country Government thereabouts, and re- 
presenting their fortifications nnd gun carnages to 
be but in a weak state of defence in case of any 
rupture. 

“ It being considered that the late r^alution at 
Delhi will probably occasion frequent marches of 
different parties all over the empire ; — it is agreed 
to direct the chi, -4 and Council of Vizagapatam to 
keep their gun carriages in good order, and to lay 
before us an account of the repairs necessary to 
put their buildings and fortifications into a better 
state of defence* with an estimate of the ex- 
pense.” 

The revolution at Delhi, which is here so slight - 
ly alluded to, was n<^ other than* the invasion of 
Nadir Shah. This event cannot be passed over 
without some notice, as it was the first great blow 
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aimed at the heart of the Mogul empire. The 
reigning emperor at Delhi, Mohammed Shah, was 
a weak sensualist, who looked feebly and list- 
lessly ,on, whilst the Mahrattas were ravaging the 
oountry almost to the gates of Delhi. But as if tins 
intestine war was not enough to ruin the empire, 
another attack was to be made by a-foreign enemy. 
Nhdir Shah wqp a usurper on the throne of Persia. 
Having established himself on the throne, he re- 
duced Cabul and Canduhar, and thus approached 
the frontier of India. He professed to have no in- 
tention of entering llindostan ; but having sent 
an ambassador to demand the delivering up 
of sqpe exiles, the ambassador and his escort 
were murdered by the people and inhabit- 
ants of Jellalabad, and Mohammed Shah was ar- 
rogant enough to refuse satisfaction. Nadir Shah 
was soon on the march, i^oine sort of treaty was 
made, by which the Mogul agreed to pay two mil- 
lions sterling, on condition that Nadir retired ; 
but fro resume cause or other the treaty was set 
asidij and Nadir marched on and took possession of 
Delhi. Por two days order was preserved in the 
.city, and the invaders seemed or.!/ desirous of ob- 
taining a large ransom. On the third night it 
was reported thqt Nadj>- had been assassinated by 
one of the Mogul’s ladies in the haram, at the in- 
stigation of Mohammed Shah, <.The people at Del- 
hi at once flew to arms, and slew every Persian 
they could find in the streets- Nadir sent out 
some officers to convince the mob of their error, 
but the officers were slaughtered. Meantime he 
dared not send out his troops into the close streets 
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at Delhi, amidst the darkness of the night, but de- 
termined to wait till morning. The consequence 
was that before daybreak a thousand Persians were 
slain ; but then a terrible vengeance was exacted. 
Orders were issued for general massacre in every 
house or lane where a murdered Persian could be 
found ; and from sunrise till noon the city was 
ravaged by $re and sword, until the streets 
streamed with blood. M noon Nadir ordered the 
massacre to cease ; and so exact was his discipline 
that the order was implicitly obeyed. Nadir then 
left India, to its pitiful einperor, and marched off 
with a spop which has been estimated at the pro- 
digious ^Tffn of thirty two millions sterling. But 
notwithstanding the horrible outrages whlfch had 
occurred, the debauched inhabitants of Delhi re- 
gretted the departure of Nadir ; and for many 
years afterwards the excesses of the Persian sol- 
diery wfcre topics of humour in the looser conversa- 
tion of all ranks, and formed* the comic parts of the 
drolls or players. B 

But to return to* Madras. This dhthe year of 
1789 the settlement was thrown into a state of 
serious alarm by rumours of the approach of 
the Mahrattas. *Shao, better known to our fore- 
fathers as Sou Rajah, was at present the Rajah of 
the Mahrattas ; and Bnjea Rao was his minister or 
Peishwa, who exercised all the real power. But 
the story of what* transpired is best told in the 
language of the original records. 

“Monday, 18th August, • 1^39. The Presi- 
‘ dent produced to <*the Board, as now read and 
entered hereafter, a letter (delivered him yester- 

24 
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day evening by Coja Petrus) from Imaum Sahib 
to the said Coja Petrus, giving him intelli- 
gence of a design formed by the Son Bajah to 
invade this province, and in strong terms pressing 
our being upon our guard, «ond putting ourselves 
in the best posture of defence we can. 

“ The purport of this letter agreeing with the 
informations brought us by othen hands, it was 
thought proper <not entirely to neglect the same ; 
and therefore the'tBonrd agreed to form themselves 
into a Committee, and to r take a general survey of 
the fortifications, attended by the Lieutenants and 
Gunner ; to see what is really necegsary to be 
done, in order to secure the place against the at- 
tempt! of an enemy.” 

“ From htiaum Sahib io fcoja Petrus, dated 6lh 
August, 1739>, received 12th August. 

“ Sou Bajah, about two years since, had medi- 
tated a design to fall upor. this countrf' with a 
powerful army, under the command of Baujee 
Bow ; in or/ler to revenge the insult offered his re- 
lations by’lHe ambitious intenfcions'of the Gover- 
nors of this province to put themselves forcibly in 
the possession of Tanjore ; a kingdom which be- 
longed to them (the Mahrattae) alone, and there- 
fore would have been a direct invasion of their 
right. But. Nadir Shah* in the interim, having 
penetrated very far into the Empire, made him 
suspend his project for the tj present. How- 
ever I am now certainly informed he will very 
shortly put it in execution. To this purpose he 
has made* choice of between 4*3 and SO thousand * 
of his best troops, the flower of his- army ; and 
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given the command of them to Bailee Bow, with 
express orders to lay waste this whole ^country. 
We have not the least reason to doubt the truth of 
this intelligence. If therefore the Gunyms should 
oome this way, you jpay depend upon it they 
will visit Madras. The strict friendship that 
has been, and continues to be, between the Go- 
vernor and me, makes me have the welfare 
of his Government at heart. Upon this account I 
sent him early informations in fhe former alarm 
we had ; but no notice was taken of them ; I 
hope greater stress will be laid upon these. It is 
a friendly jyu't I arn now acting, and therefore (£ 
cannot repeat it too often) don’t slight the advice 
I give you. Acquaint the Governor of what I 
have here related to you, very privately ; and tell 
him to make the necessary preparations for the 
defence of the Town. Desire him particularly to 
lay up a % good store of provisions, and to forbid 
the carrying of paddy or *any other grain out 
of Town. Let > him also provide hi # mself with 
ammunition sufficient, and warlike sto/es. The 
greatest precautions you can use will be too dittle 
to defeat the attempts of an enemy, whose sudden 
and quick motions, will make you stand in need 
of your utmost vigilance. I take my leave of you, 
with once more entreating you to* credit the above 
accounts.” 

Governor Benydh accordingly took active mea- 
sure for the defence of Fort St. George ; but his' 
proceedings are best told in the, language of the 
records. 

“ Tuesday, 14th August, 1739, The Board 
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having yesterday been round the workB, pursuant 
to the resolution of that morning's consultation, 
made the following remarks. 

That the wall from Caldera Point along the 
river to Queen's Point is not carried on ; but there 
is a space of 3A 0 feet in length left open, except 
that there are some ordinary houses built there, 
wfyich are no security ; but the river being easily 
fordable at that* place, ml 1 enemy may without the 
least difficulty make their entrance there. 

“ That the Palmyra fence from New Point to 
the Block house is entirely gone ; and though our 
Honorable Masters permitted the building a wall 
there in rthe year 1722, it has not yet been done, 
although absolutely necessary for the defence of 
the place. 

“ That the Drawbridge to the Town is much 
out of repair ; the chains and bolts of it almost 
eaten through with rust, a~*d ■ the wood \Vork de- 
cayed. 

“ That the carriages of the guns are most of them 
so decayed 'that they are erf little further use than 
to mount the guns upon, not being fit for firing ; 
and should we be put to the necessity of using 
them, a few discharges would dismount the guns. 

“ That there are many battecas built close un- 
der the Town well, and great quantities of timber 
and plank lying between the wall and the sea ; both 
which in case of the approach’of an enemy may 
be of dangerous consequences. 

“ The completing the wall of the Town appear- 
ing to the Board of absolute necessity, the Pay- 
Master is ordeied immediately to set about the 
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same, and to begin with the opening by the river 
bewteen Caldera Point and Queen’s Point.; and as 
soon as that is finished to proceed upon the other ; 
au<l Mr. Burton and he are appointed a Committee 
to make an estimate of m the expense of each of 
these works. 

“ And it being also necessary, in case of the ap- 
proach of an e«efty, to remove our powder frqm 
the magazine on the Island in the Town ; it is 
ordered also that the Pay Master Slear out and re- 
pair the magazine under the several points ; and 
when thes§ works which Appear of the most im- 
mediate necessity are completed, that he proceed to 
mending tne drawbridge, and such othef repairs 
as are requisite to put us in a proper posture of 
defence. 

“ Ordered further that the Storekeeper do im- 
mediately set about repairing such of the gun car- 
( riages aJ*are only decayed in part ; and that he 
make new ones in the room* of those that are no 
longer serviceable ; and that the gunnel’s mate do 
attend and oversee the workmen. 

“ ltesolved further that the proprietors of the 
timber and plank, &c. lying under the fort walls 
have notice given*them immediately to remove the 
same ; and that such shops and sheds as are in 
the way be pulled down. 

“ After these resolutions the Board called for 
the lists of the Military and Gunroom crew, and 
observing that there are very few Europeans in the 
latter, and no supernumeraries in, the former ; — it 
was agreed that o» this occasion tlit Gunner 
entertain as many Europeans as he can get ; and 
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that the Lieutenants look out for and list as far as 
thirty Topasses to each Company, if they can find 
such as are lit for service.” 

“ Tuesday, 14th August 1739. Agreed on this 
occasion to entertain spy JJrahmins, and send them 
to several partp of the country to gain intelligence 
of the motions of the Mahrattas ; which are fre- 
quently so sudden as to make «it*r necessary to be 
more than ordinarily watchful.” 

The storm however did not break out until 
next year, when a great battle ensued between the 
Mahrattas and Dost Ali, the Nabob of Arcot, 
which terminated in the defeat and ^eatli of the 
Nabob, r But we give the original entries. 

“Wednesday, 30th April, 1740. The President 
acquaints the Board he had received advice from 
Imaum Sahib, that the design of the Mahrattas to 
enter this province is no longer to be doubted ; and 
though the Nabob was setting out towards the 
borders, there is not a force sufficient in the pro- 
vince to withstand them, and they will certainly be 
soon at \Aieot, if some other % means are not 
thought of to stop them. 

“ Ordered that the Pay Master do make all the 
despatch possible to complete sufcli of the repairs as 
were thought necessary in consultation the 14th of 
August last ; particularly the wall from New Point 
to the Block house, and a palisado of redwood from 
thence to the sea ; it being verj^'easy for an enemy 
to force their way by that Point, and then the 
whole Black To\?n will be open to them ; there 
being no -tv all between that point and the White 
Town.** 
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“ Monday, 12th May, 1740. The President 
acquaints the Board that last night he received ad- 
vice, which was confirmed this morning, that the 
Nabob Post Ali Khan and his youngest son Hus- 
sain Ali Khan, and several other persons of note, 
had been killed in an engagement with the Mak- 
rattas at the pass of the Hills which divide this 
province from CfcnVapah (i. e. the Pass of Damal- 
chnrri) ; the particulars ofVhich ffigagenaent ac- 
cording to what we yet hear are as follows. 

" The Nabob was lying, at the pass with no 
more than 2000 horse and about 10,000 peons of 
Bungar Ve'otlm Nail’s ; the Muhrattas being then 
on the other side the pass, some overtures were 
made by the last for an accommodation ; but not 
receiving any answer from the Nabob ihat was 
satisfactory, the Mnhrattas found means to bring 
about 10,4)00 horse through a wood (the Poligar 
of which it is suppose3 shovFed them the way) ; 
and the 9th in the morning they appeared 
in the Nabob’s rear. At the same tir/e»the rest 
of the Mahratta army possessed themselves outlie 
Hills, and came down in his front. The Nabob’s 
forces were Soon surrounded, and the enemy charg- 
ing them with fire arms, the Nabob, his son Hus- 
sain Ali, and several others /ibout jiim, were soon 
killed ; after which, the Mahrattas having pro- 
claimed that if the i*tst would disperse they should 
not be pursued, the Nabob’s forces soon fled. 
Subder Ali Khan, the Nabob’s eldest son who 
was upon his marchjo his father, but,witli no 
more than 3000 horse, hearing of this defeat turn- 
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ed back, and it i9 thought, designs to shut him- 
self up an Vellore. 

“ As there is no room to doubt now that the 
Malirattas may and will range over the whole pro- 
vince, the President acquaints the Board he had 
this morning'ordered all the men we have in Garri - 
son to be upon *duty ; but considering how many 
Guards and Points wc have, they will at best be 
very weakly ftjnnned and therefore proposed to 
the consideration of the Board, what further to do 
upon this emergency : upon which it was agreed as 
follows. 

“ That considering the few men we^. have, parti- 
cularly* Europeans, it is impossible to spare any 
force sufficient to mann the out choultries, which 
were formerly erected to defend the suburbs ; be- 
sides that those choultries are so much gone to de- 
cay that they are not tenable, and were tj^ey in bet- 
ter repair, it would take uf> so many men to mann 
them that it would lessen considerably the small 
number,, wc have for the Guard of the White and 
Black Towns ; that they lie at so great a distance as 
not* easily to be succoured ; and if they should be 
hard pressed, the men would b£ in very great dan- 
ger of being cut off before they could retreat to the 
Town. Agreeil therefore that it is not safe to 
trust any men"at the'out choultries ; but as it 
would make too much noise, jukI alarm the inhabi- 
tants, to bring the guns in from thence, it was 
only ordered that they be nailed up. 

“ Ordered also that as, many Europeans and 
Topasses be entertained in the Military and Gun- 
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room as can be procured. This order is made 
general because we have too much reason to believe 
the most that can be got will be far short of what 
is necessary. 

“ There being upwards of 200 guns mounted 
on the walls and bastions, and the •number of men 
in the Gunners crew not being 'above one man to 
two guns, and* as in case of action our Military 
will be of roost service with their ire ariys : — It is 
agreed to entertain two hundred Lascars, if so 
many can be procured, Jto assist in working the 
great guns. • 

“ Order e/1 also Jhat one hundred peons be taken 
in upon 'the Company’s pay under the command 
of the chief peon. 

cc And the Poll gar of this place, being obliged 
upon any emergency to raise two hundred addi- 
tional Ta liars, on the Company’s paying their batta 
during^he time they are in service ; the President 
was desired to order the Poflgar to get them ready 
as soon as possible.” 9 

<c Thursday, *1 5th May, 1710. Tin? President 
acquaints the Board, he had received adviefe from 
the country, that fifteen or twenty thousand Mali 
ratta horse were^urived at Lollupettah and Areot, 
and were plundering both these places. 

“ There being little or «o Europe powder hi the 
{ramson, and but 500 lire arms that, can be de- 
pended on in cafe of action, and the Board being 
informed there is a quantity of the first and eight 
chests of the latter on board the c i .Royal Guardian” 
consigned to Bombay : — It is agreed 4o sign an 
order to Captain lloadly to send ashore ten bar- 

25 
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rels of gun-powder, and the eight chests of fire 
arms. " 

“ As it is very likely it will soon be necessary 
to put our European inhabitants under our arms, 
— it is agreed that commissions be drawn out ap- 
pointing William Monson, Esq., Captain ; Mr. 
John Stratton, Lieutenant, and Mr. John Hally- 
bunton, Ensign.” 

“Monday, l&th May, 'j 740. There being seve- 
ral places on the walls, where it will be proper to 
plant guns for the defence of the Town ; the 
Storekeeper is ordered t6 deliver to the Gunner 
so many as are wanted, and to, make carnages for 
the same*; and till iliose can be finished, the Gun- 
ner is ordered to make use of some of the carnages 
on the saluting Battery. 

“ The Pay Master is likewise ordered to buy in 
a quantity of sheep, and to salt up some beef and 
pork, to make a quantity of biscuit, to send to 
Pidicat for salt fish, to lay in also some firewood, 
and to loojuout for all the Pegu jars in Town, or 
other vessels proper for keeping water. 

“ There being a great want of fanams for the 
currency of the place, agreed that 3000 Pagodas 
more be advanced the Import warehouse keeper 
to purchase silver to coin into fanams. In the 
meantime, agreed to isfeue out those which were 
coined for Fort St. David, the, roads being too 
dangerous to send them overland. 

“ The Clievaux de Frise being out of repair, 
the Pay Master is ordered to get them mended ; 
and there being several other Atensils of war which 
we have not in store, such as spades, shovels. 
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pickaxes, &c. is ordered to provide so many of 
them likewise as may be thought necessary. 

“ Thursday, 22nd May, 1740. The President 
acquaints the Board, that all the accounts he has 
been able to get of tlig Mahrattas, and their mo- 
tions, since last cons\iltation, have been very im- 
perfect ; which he imputes to the danger there is 
in passing the »ads ; except that it is agreed part 
of the Mahratta forces laid likewise entered Conje- 
veram «nd plundered that great l f own. And he has 
also received frequent advices of the plundering 
and burning of villages* between this and Arcot. 
One of the, llircayrahs came in last night, and 
brought advice that the Mahrattas had sent about 
twenty spies towards the sea coasts, though he 
could not tell upon what design ; but a letter 
from a considerable man in the country to his son 
that is in Town, mentions the same nutnbSr of 
spies bXng sent, and %adds that it was to enquire 
what fresh water there was in tlu? rivers or tanks, 
and particularly how much there lyight be in 
Cliambrepauck tank ; and this morniftg came into 
Town several of the inhabitants of Trev^elore ; 
which is about twelve hours journey from the 
place, who had fted from thence, and report that a 
party of liorsc was come there and were plundering 
that place. 

“ There being eighteen military men on board 
the “ Prince Wflliam,” that are returning from 
Bombay to Bengal ; — agreed to send for them 
ashore, upon promise that they nlinll go on to the 
Bay by the latter ^hips ; and that Captain Lang- 
worth be ordered to send them ashore. 
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“ Agreed also tliat Captain Lang worth be ordered 
to send ashore twenty men of his ship's company 
to assist in the defence of the place ; and the Pay 
Master is ordered to furnish provisions for them 
and the Bengal Military, and to lay in some ar- 
rack, to give the men a dram morning and evening 
whilst they are upon duty, as has always been 
cu^omary upon these occasions. * 

“ Captain Lrfngworth Via v mg some pistol pow- 
der on board which he offers to sell, the Storekeeper 
is ordered to purchase it: 

" There being a parcel of straw houses and huts 
lying to the Northward of the Black Town, within 
fourteen Yect of the walls, which in case of an at- 
tack on that side would be very inconvenient, and 
make it dangerous : — Ordered that notice be given 
to the proprietors to pull them down, and remove 
the materials elsewhere. But it was at the same 
time agreed that the Pay piaster, with the chief 
bricklayer and chief carpenter, do first take a sur- 
vey of tlie-svmc, and report the value to the Board, 
that we may agree upon allowing the owners some 
reasonable satisfaction.” 

The sequel of these exciting events will be told 
in our next Chapter. Meantime we insert here a 
curious domestic .incident whicli transpired at the 
commencement of the present year ; and which, 
like a previous one, we prefer Sprinting verbatim 
in small type, rather than injuring the story by 
an attempt at abridging it. 

c< Thursday, 3rd January, l u 740. The President 
delivers to the Council a paper now read and en- 
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tercel hereafter ; after which lie took the following 
oath administered to him by Mr. Randall •Fowke. 

4 4 1, Richard Benyon, do make oatli and swear, that 
the two thousand pagodas demanded of mo on the thir- 
teenth day of November la^jb past by Mr. John Sander- 
son, for so much pretended to have beyii sent by the 
said Mr. Sanderson, by his servant Miiggana on the 2nd 
of March 1738, and by his said servant to have been de- 
livered to iny JDuftasli Casa v a Chetty Addeppa for me ; 
and for the recovery of which^io has siiji& brought his ac- 
tion in the Mayor’s Court against my said Dubash ; — 
were not received by me, and that 1 never heard of his 
sending such sum of money £ill the thirteenth day of 
November aforesaid, when Mr. Sanderson wrote me of 
it and demanded repayment thereof.” 

To the Gentlemen of Council at Fort St. Ckx>rge. 

44 Gentlemen, 

44 Mr. John Sanderson having commenced a suit 
against my servant Casava Chetty Addeppa, commonly 
called Narrain, which has occasioned much and various 
discourse in Town ; being a case so circumstanced that 
the truth Bf the matter cl*irged in the bill will perluips 
.at lastberatherguessedatthan fuily appear; and as many 
in such an aliiiir will be giving their opinion according to 
their passions and prejudices ; — 1 have thought it neces- 
sary, in my own vindication, to lay before you some 
facts and circumstances, which otherwise I should not 
have thought justifiable for any private provocation. 

44 I shall begin the** Gentlemen, with acquainting you, 
that the 13th of November last in the morning, 1 re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Sanderson, complaining in gene- 
ral of hardships he had suffered iron# me, and in one 
part of his letter, said that he hoped 1 would be so just 
not to detain so largo% part of his fortune, as my man 
Narrain received of his servant Muggana the 2nd March 
1738. As the subject was quite new to me, and the 
whole of his letter very unintelligible, P desired he would 
come and explain it. If# would be wasting toe# much of 
your time to recito all our discourse when he did come ; 
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but as to my hardships which have been put upon him, 
you will,, if he thinks fit to tell you what they are, be 
able to judge whether he has any reason to complain. 
I believe you will then think he has had great 
lenity shown him ; and there are many other, who think 
it was too much. As to tke money which, he says, 
Narrain received, when I asked him what it was, he 
said it was two thousand pagodas ; and when I asked 
him for what, he said -he understood it was for me. Up- 
on which I told him 1 would take my oath I never re- 
ceived a pagoda^qf it ; but, says I, we will soon inquire 
into this matter ; and thereupon called for Narrain, but 
he being that morning in Town I appointed Mr. Sander- 
son to meet me again in t v e evening ; but before I ac- 
quaint you with what passed then, it will be necessary 
that I tell you some things which passed before. 

“ In January 1736, my servant Narrain came into my 
writing room, and showed mo a letter to him from Mr. 
Sanderson, whose servant Muggana had brought it to 
him, with one thousand pagodas, designed as a present 
for me. The original 1 have ready to produce to you 
and the copy is as follows. 

“ To Casava Chetti) Addcppa. 

“ I have sent my servant Muggana to you, who will in- 
form you tbe great misfortune that Attends me here, for 
want of a choice of able people to contract with ; besides, 
the prices 1 allowed last year in proportion to the de- 
duction made is so great, that I am informed by several 
people that the merchants were actually losers by the 
cloth ; and still there is a large debt standing out by 
Lingan’s set of merchants, one of which has proved a 
bankrupt and ow'es half of the debt among them for his 
share. 

“ You will find by what Muggana will deliver to you, 
I have made the same compliment for the Governor I 
over did for his predecessors ; which I do with a great 
deal of good will, but can less afford it of any time since 
Mr. Macrae left Madras. 
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“ You may depend upon my readiness to serve you on 
all occasions. 


I am, Your assured friend, 

John Sanderson.” 


Vizaoapatam, 

1 1 )th December^ 1 735. 


“ After I bad read this letter, I was a % good deal sur- 
prized at the matter of it, as well as *the confidence he 
reposed in his servant Muggana, r considered that if § I 
returned the money by the btyirer, he plight still pre- 
tend I had received it ; and though 1 should haVe wrote 
Mr. Sanderson that I had not, I much doubted in whom 
he would have most faith. 


“ I therefore concluded it was most safe to take the 
money into my own possession ; and without saying 
what my design was, I ordered him to be brought into 
me with the money ; which was accordingly done ; and 
Muggana having laid the money down upon a table be- 
fore me, he and Narrain went out again ; after which I 
delivered the money to my cash- keeper, with directions 
to keep it till I called for it, and the 7th February I 
wrote Mr* Sanderson a letter the copy of which is as 
follows : — 


“ Sir, 

I have seen the letter you wrote to Adde]#>,% and am 
very sorry to observe by it that you were upon such 
hard terms whilst you were at Injeram ; when a£ the 
same time, I have very good reason to believe, both 
your neighbours at Vizagapatam and Maddapollum set 
rent free. But however that be, I am sure neither the 
Company's affairs, or your own, can be carried on as they 
ought to be, if what-you offer xtpon tlifc present occasion 
is once established as a constant practice. Yet that 
you might not be deceived in what has passed here, 
what your Dubash brought I have thought fit to take 
into my possession, and desire you will send an order to 
Mr. Morse to receive it of mo. He laeed not be ac- 
quainted upon what accdffmt it is ; neither is *it proper 
that notions of this sort should be public or propogated, 
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for fear of the evil consequence that such a way of 
thinking may be attended with. 

u As you know now what terms you are upou with me, 

I must recommend it to you that if you are industrious 
and vigilant, in promoting the investment, you will want 
no reasonable eucotiragmcnfe from hence ; but we cannot 
answer to givq sucli extraordinary prices for bad cloth, 
When we ought tq have given lesB for that which is good ; 
but I write you aparfcand in the general more fully about 
y >ur investment and this is sufficient here. 

. „ I am, '3ir, Your assured friend.” 

February 7th 1//36. 

“ The 5th March Mr. Sanderson acknowledged the 
receipt of this letter and wrote me as follows : — u 1 have 
“ your Honor’s pardon to ask in offering to do a thing 
“ ho contrary to what you seem to expeat ; if it is your . 
“ Honor’s pleasure of returning that which my servant 
“ delivered, if you please of sending it by some vessel to 
“ me as it will be less public.” Upon the receipt of this 
letter from him, and supposing the money his servant 
had delivered was currant pagodas, I ordered Mr. Gould- 
ing, who was my cash -keeper, to lay it out in Madras 
pagodas ; and the 29tli May 1736 I sent tnem to Mr. 
Sanderson by Captain Hepburn ; and the 15th June 
Mr. Sanderson wrote me “ The small chest Captain 
u Hepbr rtf-brought came out right according to the 
4i mark of the bag.” The 21tli July 1736 he wrote mo 
agafti as follows : “ Possibly your Honor would tako it 

u amiss if I did not inform you ; but the pagodas I sent 
u your Honor was a sealed bag of>Jiew Madias pagodas, 
44 and it is reasonable to be supposed may have been paid 
u away in the room of others. " I have no copy of what 
I wrote him in ahsvver, ‘'but believe it was in substance 
that ho judged right in supposing the money had been 
paid away instead of other ; that somebody was possibly 
the better for them, but as I was not, 1 did not think 
myself accountable for the difference. 

1 need not talie up your time in recounting what pass- 
ed with Regard to the Vizagapfttam investment till the 
end of 1737, when it was thought proper to call him tap 
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hither, and the I9th January following he arrived hero. 
It was then too busy a season for us to enter % upon any 
particular debate in Council relating to the Vizagapatam 
affairs ; except that it was agreed we could not advance 
the prices of that cloth, or continue any longer to pay 
what we did the year before. But I had frequent dis- 
courses with him, and he showed me*some proposals 
which he said Raganacailoo had made, and he did libt 
doubt would comply with them. 1 cannot now recol- 
lect all that passeu between us ; * but at last having as- 
sured me that, if he was permitted to jrdL»to V hyigapatam 
again, he would do his utmost to make a good invest- 
ment ; and if ho should not be able to do that, he would 
himself desire to come up ncjxt season ; I gave him to 
understand -I would not be against his returning thi- 
ther. We were too liu^y then in dispatching the ‘‘ Royal 
Guardian,” to bring the matter into Council* but he 
doubted so little of going again to Vizagapatam, that he 
jwoposed to me to buy a French ship, which was then in 
the road to be sold, in order to be employed in the trade 
between Vizagapatam and this place ; which I very 
readily came into, and it is very remarkable that ship 
sailed for Vizagapatam th^27tli February four days also 
before, he says, he sent the moifey ; and that day also 
his paper relating to the Vizagapatam investment was 
read in Council, aiyi which I believe was talked upon 
then as preparative to his return thither. * 

I must now acquaint you with two other particulars, 
but the exact time I cannot recollect. Talking with mo 
once about his turned out cloth, he asked me if 1 would 
take it upon my own account ; telling me I should have 
it for two thousand pagodas less than it cost him, or 
that he would loso two thousrvud pagodas by it. I did 
not ask him to explain himself, but guessing that he 
meant what he ougbb not, I only told him I did not. 
know what to do with it. But I resolved from that time 
not to touch it upon any account. 

“ At another time he brought mo an open account 
current, upon balance vibereof would have b«en due to 
him upwards of 2,500 pagodas by reason of several sums 

26 
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he disbursed for my account ; among others my share of 
the French ship aboveinentionod. And observing he 
had given credit therein for 2,000 pagodas as cash re- 
ceived, which I knew he had not, I supposed it to be a 
sum that he wanted to be paid in part of the balance. 
I was therefore going to call for my cash-keeper to order 
the money to paid ; but Mr. Sanderson stopped me 
aim said ho did noj; want the money. Upon which I ask- 
ed him what he put it in the account for? He replied 
again that he designed it as a present,- or desired that I 
would accept of it, or to that effect. Upon that I asked 
him how he could* make any such offer, or imagine I 
had any such expectations after what had passed be- 
tween us about the thousimd pagodas he sent by his 
servant Muggana '( Or, said I, do you think I refused 
that because it was not enough ? We hacj a good deal 
more discourse at that time, but I cannot charge my me- 
mory with so much of it as to be particular in reciting 
it here ; but it tended to convince him that I would ac- 
cept of no such offers, and that ho might depend upon 
all the good offices in my power without any expecta- 
tions of that sort; in which as I was very sincere, you 
may judge of my surprize when he first acqur .inted me 
he had sent 2,000 pagodas the 2nd March 1738 by his 
servant Muggana to Narrain. 

“ Concerning which Mr. Sanderson being come to me 
according * to appointment the J 3th' November last, I 
called Narrain in, and charged him with having received 
that sum from Mr. Sanderson by his servant Muggana, 
and with having owned the receipt^of it and promised 
repayment, which Mr. Sanderson atlirmed he had. Nar- 
rain absolutely denied it ; but acknowledged that Mr. 
Sanderson, since lijs retui^i to this place, had told him 
that he had advanced to his Gomastas at Vizagapatam 
to the amount of 2,000 pagodas ii^ rupees, and had de- 
manded that money of him here ; which Narrain said 
he had promised to pay, if Mr. Sanderson had any re- 
ceipt for it from bis Gomastas, or so soon as they should 
give him £,ny advice that they had received it. Upon 
this Mr. Sanderson denied that he ever made any such 
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demand upon Narrain, and said those accounts were 
settled at Vizagapatam, and he had been paid there. 
Upon which Narrain replied, “No Sir, for I paid you 
one bill here of eight hundred and thirty-three rupees, 
and another of three hundred and odd pagodas. Mr. 
Sanderson made answer, that he was now paid all, and 
had no demand for any money advanced his Gomastas* 
Upon which 1 interrupted them, and told Narrain that the 
question was whether the 2nd March 1738 he received 
two thousand pa^bdas from Muggana, which was to*be 
paid me. This Narrain denying aga»ff,._Mr. Sanderson 
asked him whether he had not applied to him, and told 
him that if he would persuade me to permit him to go 
down again to Vizagapatam i to settle liis affairs there, 
and bring up his family, ho would give him two thou- 
sand pagodas*. Upon.this I asked Mr. Sanderson if he 
had not said before it was for me, “ Yes Si^ said he, 
u so it was.” “ Well then,” said I, u since you did go 
to Vizagapatam, and that was the consideration for 
which it was intended, don’t you think if the money be 
recovered it belongs to me ? “ No Sir,” said Mr. Sander- 
son, “ my turned out cloth was to be taken in too. 
u Oh,” safcl I, " that could t not be and in truth, Gentle- 
men, there was a very good reas?m why it could not be, 
which is that even Mr. Sanderson himself, with the rest 
of you, had wrote, the Company the elothrfijom Viza- 
gapatam was very bad, insomuch that we had turned 
great part of it out ; nor was it possible I could tafrke it 
in, much less what lie had turned out at Vizagapatam, 
for being, as it is sagj in the said letter, worse than what 
we had rejected here ; or if in consideration of this in- 
tended present I had, agreed to it, which way could you 
Gentlemen have been broughtdo consent thereto? But 
this by the way. Then Mr. Sanderson went on, and said 
that Narrain, in answer to bis application to him, had 
told him that my mind was a little vexed about the bad 
cloth, and some ill usage of the Vizagapatam merchants ; 
but that if he would get the money ready, he would let 
him know when it was proper to send it; but Narrain ab- 
solutely denied that Mr, Sanderson had made any such ap- 
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lication to him, and upon that I told Mr. Sanderson I 
was very, sure Narrain nevor spoke to me about his, af- 
fairs ; for that, though I did often hear him with regard 
to the Blacks, who it might be supposed, he was best 
acquainted with, he knew his duty better .than to inter- 
fere in matters relating to thf English. After this they 
engaged in some* other discourse, relating to some mat- 
ters which had passed at Vizagapatam, and some peo- 
ple who are come up from thence ; which not being ma- 
terial to the sum in dispute I ordered^ Narrain to with- 
draw ; and then^'J wont ov*£r again with Mr. Sanderson 
all that had passed between us relating to the several 
offers he had made me ; and asked him how he could be 
so weak to trust such a si]ln of money as that in such 
hands, when I had so plainly cautioned him against it 
in my letter of the 7th February 1736 ; and not only so, 
but though he stayed in the place till the 18th of April 
1738, and was frequently with me between that day and 
the 2nd of March 173S, when he pretends he sent tho 
money, yet in all that time he never once gave me tho 
least hint or intimation of it. To which he only an- 
swered, it was very true he had not. I told him it was 
a very odd story. He said it was so, but he tfrould not 
lose his money, I thiflk this is the substance, and all 
that is material of what passed about this affair the 13th 
November ?ast- I heard no more from Mr. Sanderson 
till the 20tn, when he wrote me he designed to Bee 
Narrain in tho Mayor's Court ; and accordingly he filed 
liis bill there the 4th December. Narrain has answered 
it, and denied upon oath that hj* ever received from 
Muggana, or any other person, by order or in behalf of 
Mr. Sanderson, the sum of two thousand pagodas, or 
any other sum to be paid to me ; and there the matter 
rests at present. I suppose in the progress- of the suit 
I shall be called upon to answer mpon interrogatories, 
whether I received the said sum of two thousand pago- 
das ; but as that may not be before the departure of 
these ships, I think it very necessary in the mean time, 
to clear nryseif of that matter upon oath before you, that 
you may bear testimony thereof to my Honorable Mas- 
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ters, who, if I had received that or any other sum, would 
have good reason to conclude it was in consideration of 
my suffering them to be wronged by Mr. Sanderson. And 
indeed I cannot but believe that was his intention when 
he made the offer ; and if 1 am liable to any blame from 
my Honorable Masters on tl^t account, it is for looking on 
lii3 several offers to proceed, rather from the weakness 
of his judgment than the depravity* of his mind, and 
therefore passed them over in silence. 

“ I omitted to f?fell you above that the 8th March 1788 
I paid Mr. Sanderson two iftiousand ,dve hundred and 
thirty-nine pagodas, nine fanarns, and twenty cash, the 
balance of tlio account then depending between us. 

\ I am. Gentlemen, 

Your very affectionate humble servant, 

, , 11 TC HARD Ben YON/' 

Fort St. George, 3rd January, 1740. 

Tuesday, 8th January, 1740. Mr. John Sanderson, 
having at his request, lien ordered a copy of the paper 
delivered in by the President last Consultation ; now 
offers to the Board another, in answer thereto ; which 
being read by the Secretary as entered hereafter, he 
takes his <M,th, administered by Mr. Burton to the latter 
part thereof, which he again leans therefrom as follows. 

“ I therefore do declare and depose upon oath that 
“ (as by my account) on the 2nd of March 1*^8, I did 
“ send 2,000 pagodas in two sealed bags by tlie hands of 
“ my servant Muggana, and ordered him to give* the 
“ same into the hands of Casava Che tty Addeappa (eom- 
“ monly called Narragi), in order that he should deliver 
il the said two bags to his Master Governor Benyon.” 

“ l further declare that on or about the middle of 
“ February 1739, meeting the* said Narrain as I was 
“ coming from the Governor, I had a discourse with 
“ him in the general table room hall near the North- 
“ east windows ; informing him of several hardships, 
“ among the rest that I expected my 2,000 pagodas to 
“ be returned to mo. Who upon my 4 caving him said 
“ that lie would see and speak. The second timfc I asked 
him again about the money, he said that he had not 
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u spoke, but desired me to be secret and he would 
u see and get it me. And the third time of asking for 
“ the money, he told me it was a present, and I must 
u not expect it. To which I made answer I should not 
“ fail of speaking to the Governor about it before I left 
“ India." 

** Tuesday, $th January, 1740. 

“ To the Honorable Richard Benyon, Esq., 

President and Governor and Council of 
Fort Saint George. 
u Honorable S£r and Sife, 

All the answer that I think is necessary to be made 
to the long paper the President was pleased to lay be- 
fore this Board the 3rd of- January is, that I most cer- 
tainly did send, by my servant Muggana, the 2nd March 
173*S two thousand pagodas, with orders* to deliver the 
same t<* Casava Chetty Add&ppa (commonly called 
Narrain) ; and that I meant to present the same to the 
Governor and that I had no vi mr therein to the preju- 
dice of my Honorable Masters ; and in case I had given 
any present before, it was when I had given entire satis- 
faction to my Honorable Masters in England. Therefore 
I thought it might not bet unacceptable t& Governor 
Benyon ,* and though Governor Benyon, as it is set forth 
in his paper, did slight the offers I had before made him, 
yet that. no argument that he truly slighted the 
matter; although it is very plain the maimer of my 
doing it before was not pleasing to liiin. 

i* But as Governor Benyon absolutely disowns his 
having received this money, I thi#k 1 have a just reason 
to claim the same from Narrain, the Governor’s servant, 
who has tricked both his master and me ; and that I 
have not only all the circumstantial proofs that can bo 
expected, but a direct, positive and legal proof, as much 
as the nature of the thing <yin adfhit of, that the money 
was paid by Muggana to Narrain ; and that I cannot but 
be surprized that the Governor should make himself an 
advocate for his'hervant, as if it would admit of a doubt 
whetheifor no Narrain had received the two thousand 
pagodas. 
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“ But to put this affair in a clear light, I sent for 
Muggn.ii a from Masulipatam, who is now corner and as 
he was the only person that transacted the affair, he the 
said Muggana has made his affidavit before Timothy 
Tullie, Es£., Mayor of the Corporation of Madraspat- 
nam, of the material transitions therein ; and though I 
must lay under a very great disadvantage* by prosecuting 
Karrain in this affair, who is supported by so powerful 
a master, yet the justice of my cause is the only reason 
which induced me : *to sue for the two thousand pagodiJs, 
which as Governor Benyon declares, it j^dver was applied 
to the use I designed them or that he received any bene- 
fit thereby. 

“Therefore I do declare aiyl depose upon oath that 
(as verbatim in the body of the Consultation.) 

I aip, Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

Your most humble servient, 

John Sanderson.” 
Fort St. George, 8th January 1740. 

Nothing further upon this extraordinary matter 
is to be found in the Madras Records. 
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CHAPTER XLTII. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. RICIiARl) BEN YON. 

1740. 

The year of our Lord 1740 was an exciting year 
in Fort St. George. Besides the constant fear 
of the Mahrattas, which is suflicicntly indicated in 
the following extracts, there a correspondence 
between the Governor of Fort St. George and the 
Governor of Pondicherry, respecting an outrage 
which had been committed by an English Captain 
and his officers in the Pondicherry roads. Moreover, 
towards the close of the year, or rather about the 
beginning of the year '*741, a terrible scandal 
occurred on board one of the ships from Europe, 
which inside no little stir in Fort St. George. 
These incidents with some others will all be found 
in their proper place ; and indeed in most cases 
the extracts will be found to tell their own story. 

Our first selections refer to Vhe Malirattas. 

“ Tuesday, 27th May, 1740. The President 
then acquainted the '••Board that he had received 
some advices from the country, that a treaty was 
on foot between the Moors & nd Mahrattas ; .but 
he could not say yet, what hopes there was of an 
accommodation, tiie Mahrattas insisting upon very 
high teVms ; in the mean tfcne they still continue 
to plunder every where near them, and he is sorry 
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to add that several parties of horse, the broken 
remains of the late Nabob’s army, wore to "the full 
as troublesome to the villages as the Mahratta 
army to the greater towns ; that they are roving 
about all over the country, and no village escapes 
them where they think anything is to’ be got. The 
President adds that upon this advice he ordered 
out the peons anti Poligar’s men to keep guard <nt 
the Mettahs, and out partfc of th'T* pettahs ; and 
hoped they would be able to prevent any mischief 
from these little robbers, if they were not joined by 
any body of the Mahrattas/’ 

“ Friday, ‘30th May, 1740. There being no 
wall from Charles* Point to the cloth godowtis next 
the river, for which reason that part of the White 
Town lies entirely open and defenceless, and may 
be of very ill consequence if the place should be 
attacked : f it is agreed to be absolutely necessary 
to have that part of the l Cowruinclosod with a wall 
also ; and the Pay Master is ordered to lay in 
materials as soon $is possible ; and while* tjiosc are 
getting ready, he is ordered to prepare a plan of 
that part of the Town, that the Board may the 
better consider in what manner to have it built. 

“ The ditch wlitch was formerly dug from 
Queen’s Point round the Black Town to the Sea 
side, being by length of lime and 'from neglect in 
not keeping it elear,. # now almost entirely tilled up ; 
— the Pay Master is ordered to have the same 
new dug ; as the Board arc of opinion it will be 
very useful to keep off an enemy; fhore especially 
as the walls of the Bhfek Town are but weak, and 
we have but lew men to defend them.” 

27 
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At the same time the Board agreed upon the 
following establishment of Gunners. 


Number of men thought necessary for the Gunroom Crew , 

Pags F. C. 


1 

G miner. , . . 


r 

• • • • •• M» 

13 

0 

0 

1 

Do. Mate. 


• * ic • • u 

10 

0 

0 

1 

Do. 2d do' 

. < . 

... ... »*• 

9 

0 

0 


Do. 3rd do. 


i .* 

8 

0 

0 

1 

Do. 4tli c?o. 


r... 

7 

0 

0 

4 Quarter gunliers @ 

fi Pags. each.. 

24 

0 

0 

r» 

Do. 

(a\ 

5 do. ... 

30 

0 

0 

35 Europeans 

OP 1 00 fanams each. 

97 

18 

0 

20 

Topasses 


v 1 do. 

r> o 

20 

0 

80 

Do. 


72 do. ... 

ICO 

0 

0 

1 

Syranff. ... 

• i. 

. . ... ... 

4 

0 

0 

o 

Tindalls 

Op, 

3 pagodas each 

G 

0 

0 

35 

J ,ascars 


2 do. 

70 

0 

0 

188 

persons. 

Amount to pagodas. . . 

488 

28 

0 


List of men in the Gunroom iff stabled and eupdannuatedy 
with their former pay and present pension. 


Humphrey '*Lawcock, Senior... 

Adrian Tnurheck, Senior 

Ralph Ascough 

Thome DeRoz&rio 

Francisco DcMello. 

Lawrence DeSouza 

Michael Gomez j / 

Ventura Dos Santor 


8 persons. 


Former pay 

Present 

p^r mouth. 

pension 


5 0 

0 

2 18 

0 

2 28 

0 

1 14 

0 

2 28 

0 

1 14 

0 

2 0 

0 

1 0 

0 

2 0 

0 

1 0 

0 

2 J) 

0 

1 0 

0 

2 0 

0 

1 0 

0 

2 0 

0 

1 0 

0 

20 20 

JO 

10 10 

0 


The gims nt this period available for the defence 
of the Fort St.. George amounted to one hundred 
and ninety -three. 
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<c Thursday, 1 2th June, 1710. Telesinga Chitty 
imd Nellamuta Comrapa Chetty attending, pro- 
duced to the flbard letters from their gpjnastas at 
Salem, advising that taoy have 250 ox loads of 
cloth lying ready there send to Cuddalore ; but 
are afraid to venture it without a £uard, lest the 
Foligars should plunder it upon the road. After 
some discourse *vith the Merchants, they gnvoit 
as their opinion that 30*or 40 pbons would be 
sufficient to protect them. Upon which it was 
agreed to send 20 peons fsom hence, and that they 
be joined by 20 more at ‘Vort St. David, and to 
proceed from.thcnco.to the borders of Salem where 
the cloth will be ready. However the merchants 
do not propose to venture it all at once, but at 
three different times. Agreed that directions be 
given to Fort St. David accordingly, and that 
twenty peons more be added to the other twenty, 
and thatl>y them we s£nd 3/JU0 pagodas worth 
of f ana ms.” 

In consequence of some trouble arisii\g from a 
debt of one of the Company’s servants at Yizaga- 
patam to one of the country Renters, the following 
order was issued. 

“ Friday, STth'TJune, 1743. That no Com- 
pany’s servant, or other European living at 
Vizagapatam, shall directly or indirectly borrow 
any money, or otherwise become indebted to any 
of the Moors Governors, or to any of the Rajahs 
or country Renters ; and whoever shall be guilty of 
a breach hereof shall be suspended* from the Com- 
pany’s Service, if Covenanted servants, and sent 
for up hither ; those who are not in the Company’s 
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service, shall be sent for hither and from hence 
to England.** 

*YVe extract the following entry -dimply for the 
purpose of explaining that the Town rent of 1200 
pagodas per annum was continued to be paid to 
the Nabob of * A root. 

<f Friday, Stic July, 1740. The Nabob Subder 
A) [ Khan, having wrote for the Town rent for the 
last ye;p* ending the '30th Ultimo, that twelve 
hundred pagodas is now paid to his order.’* 

Ail incident occurred, about this time alPondi- 
cherry, which occasioilfcd some lengthy corres- 
pondence between the French and English Go- 
vernors# of Pondicherry and Fort St. George. Ah 
English ship named the “Nancy” arrived in the 
Pondicherry roads, where she was sold by her 
o vner to some Frenchman ; and the Captain, whose 
li une was Coxon, was ordered to deliver her up. 
Captain Coxon however r ref used to gi^ti up the 
ship, unless, as he -•said, some guarantee was given 
that the wages of himself and crew should be 
paid. The "matter was represented, or perhaps mis- 
represented, to M. Damns the then Governor of 
Pondicherry ; and after some resistance the ship 
was recovered by force, and* 9 Captain Coxon and 
his men placed in custody. The story however is 
best told in the following letter addressed by a All*. 
Lc Plane to Governor Deny on. 

Letter from Mr. Le Blanc at Pondicherry, dated 
\yh July , N. S. 1310. 

tfc Sir,' —Air. Monger concluded a contract for his 
ship the latter end of the last week, and yesterday 
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ho fixed to give us possession of the ship <c Nancy,” 
which has occasioned a strange disorder. I take 
the liberty to let you know what passed on that 
occasion, knowing you to be too good a judge not 
to blame a parcel of rogyes that he had on board, 
who, if in England, or if Frenchmen, worth! have 
had the gallows for their paiifs. Yesterday, I 
being on board 4hc Brigantine, Monseiur Pathebn, 
Mr. Monger, Mr. Slioradder (whc^Mvas oljnef mate 
on board the Nancy, but discharged here by the 
Captain 1 days ago, because he is an honest man 
and would not join his Captain in his rogueries) 
came ou bojird about 5 o’clock in the evening, 
desiring me to go on board the ship fi< v*Naney” 
with them to take possession of her. I according- 
ly went with them on board said ship, where on 
our approach they hoisted English colours. 'Being 
on board, Mr. Monger presented to Captain Coxon 
the copy* of his owner’s*orders to the said Captain, 
asking him if he did know said orders to be just ; 
lie answered he did. Whereupon i\^r. Monger 
told him he sold the ship and desired Aim to give 
us possession, which he refused doing, although 
sccureties offered him in writing to pay all wages 
due on the said sltip &o., from the time of our 
going on board and while we stayed there. The 
second mate, whose name JUbelicw is lleath, with 
three black helm’s men, were posted at the foot of 
the Ensign Staff, swearing and blaspheming that 
any man that would attempt, taking down the 
English colours, he would knock out his brains. 
Jn short Mr. Monger in writing signified to the 
Captain that he protested in the name of the 
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owners' against him, and therein ordered him to 
strike his topmasts and moore the ship until fur- 
ther orders ; which signification the Captain took 
in his hand after he heard it read, and gave it be- 
fore us all to a man with orders to throw it over 
board, ‘which* was done. We quitted the ship. 
Mr. Monger as soon as ashore went and made his 
complaint to the Governor, prayiwg him to assist 
him by r force t$ keep the ship, and what was in 
her, for the proprietors. The Governor immedi- 
ately ordered fourteen soldiers with a Serjeant to 
g<5 on board said ship, ftnd secure her by force, or 
otherwise ; and in the meantime sent orders to 
our Europe ships to arm and mann their boats to 
hinder the said ship’s getting away ; and he ordered 
me to go with Mr. Monger to see his orders put 
in execution. The Cheliinga that carried the 
soldiers got away before us. On our coming near 
the ship, seeing a great deal of lights onboard we 
thought the soldiers had got possession ; but 
coming more near we were ordered by the English- 
men on board on pain of death! not to advance. 
We Were then under her so as to hear very plainly 
Captain Coxon order to fire on us, and to heave 
some grenadoes on board ;*whieh seeing, and 
having no arms nor men, we made off, expecting 
cveiy minute Kie effects of their madness, and 
went on board the Europe ^liips for their help. 
On going a good distance from the “ Nancy” we 
met the boat of soldiers, i asked them why they 
did not obey orders in goiug on board ; they an- 
swered Cnat on the threatening of the Englishmen 
the boatmen would not row on board. I ordered 
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them n shbve to receive further orders, and went on 
board the Europe ship, who I found manning their 
boat to force their way on board the “Nancy.” 
We then went ashore to acquaint the Governor 
with what passed. We were near the shore, when 
we saw the fire of several small atms, as in an 
action ; and on the bar we met* with two boats, 
with a company of soldiers and an officer 8ac. 
going on board. When ®on shegfe we «aw the 
signals of two fires or lights on board, which the 
Europe ship’s boat was to make when the ship 
was secured. On which all was easy for the night. 
]t seems thoy were preparing to get under sail 
when the boat boarded them, having swtoyed up 
the foreyard, though the top mast was struck. 
This morning" about one o’clock a part of the 
soldiers, with Captain Coxon and second mate 
Heath, b^th tied with ropes, come on shore, and 
are now in the black* hole. The other rogue, 
whose name I 'believe is Holmes, is in danger of 
his life, having received some wounds by the re- 
sistance he made ; he is on board the Europe ship 
under the care of the Surgeon. The officers "that 
were on board the Europe ship’s boat make affi- 
davit, that as soon* as they came near the ship, 
and that they answered they were Frenchmen, 
they were fired on by the ‘ship f on which they 
returned the salute gnd at once boarded her on her 
bow, before the others had time to send the grena- 
does, which were all ready on the quarter deck. 
They found llolmcs on the forecastle, ready to 
fire n second time, whtn lie was wounded. 1 * 
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“lam' Sir, your most humble and obedient 
Servant,® 

LeBlanc.” 

From another letter received about the same 
time, Governor Benyon learned that Governor 
Dumas and Council at Pondicherry proposed treat- 
ing Captain Coxon and -his officers as pirates. 
Accordingly he wrote to PondicbSrry to intercede 
for the vsriminals, who *uad been guilty of an out- 
rage, but who could scarcely be suspected of a 
piratical intention. Ir£ reply Governor Dumas 
wrote the following letter ; which our readers will 
not fail to see is penned in that courteous style; 
which extinguished the French gentlemen of the 
time of Louis Quatorze. 

Translate of Monsieur Dumas' letter to the Presi- 
dent, dated 2(U/i July 1740. 

“ Sir, — I have received*thc letter tlial you did 
me the Honor to write me, relating' to the affair of 
Mr. Coxon and the two mates of the Nancy. 1 
cannot tell' Sir, whether you have been truly in- 
formed of what passed on that occasion ; and 
therefore will give you the particulars. Captain 
Monger, who have been heffi some time with 
his ship, sold her to Mr. Patlielin and his partners, 
and went on board to deliver her to the buyers. 
But when he got on board, ,Mr. Coxon .and his 
adherents threatened to throw him overboard, and 
obliged him by force to get out of the ship with 
those who went with him aboard ; threatening 
further <u fire upon them if *tliey did not immedi- 
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ately retire. Mr. Monger came ashore, told me 
what had passed, and desired me to let him have 
some force to get possession of his ship ; which he 
told me the officers and the crew had an intention, 
to carry away in the night. It was six at night, 
but I immediately sent a Serjeant dhd six men in 
a Clielinga to order Captain Coxon, who was on 
board, to come find talk to me, to let me know his 
reason for this conduct/ ptomisin^liim to do him 
justice. But instead of receiving* the Chelinga I 
sent, they forbad them -to come near them ; 
threatening to tire at. them, and they did actually 
get one of their camion and some grenadoes ready 
to fire. The Serjeant returned ashore and •told me 
what had passed, which pul me under a necessity 
to order the Commodore of our Europe ships to 
send his boat armed on board the <c Nancy,” to 
seize tlujpe mutineers, and bring them ashore. 
When the boat got ncaP the. ship, and those on 
board had asked from whence they came, the offi- 
cer answered it v ?ls llw' Commodore ’s^ljoat, and 
they were going on board by the Governor’s orders. 
The reply was a discharge of several musquefs at 
our boat, which obliged them to fire also at the 
ship. The boat’s cfbw boarded her in the bow, 
and made themselves master? of her. They found 
Mr. Coxon and the other twt> armetl with musquets 
and granadoes, and# a single cannon loaded with 
broken bits of iron and primed. Happily during 
this whole affair nobody was killed. Only one of the 
three English got some cuts from sword which 
he is almost recovered of. Now Sir, b£ pleased 
to judge yourself of the conduct of these three 

28 
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people, and what punishment they deserve. I own 
I never did believe they intended to turn pirates, 
but believe all these impertinences are owing to 
liquor. 

** The great* regard I hSve for yon, Sir, will en- 
gage me to proceed in this affair agreeable to your 
opinion. Nay 1 consent that you shall determine 
thSir punishment, and \yil 1 deliver 'them up to you, 
on condition yo£t will promise me they shall be 
punished. I shall wait your answer before any 
proceedings are begun against them. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, &c., 

Dumas.” 

Governor Benyon was now in a difficulty. If 
the men were sent to Madras, the Government had 
no power to punish them, because the outrage had 
been committed in a foreign territory. ■ In this 
dilemma, he could Only request Governor Dumas 
to punish them himself, as he thought proper ; 
and then- to send them to Madras, that they might 
be subsequently dispatched to England. The fol- 
lowing short note from Governor Dumas shows 

how the matter was settled. 

* 

Translate qf a letter from Monsieur Dumas at 
Pondicherry, defied, 4t/i August 1740. 

“ Sir, — I have received the obliging letter you 
did me the honor to write me. There is nothing 
more agreeable, to me than opportunities of serving 
you. As to the article of pardon, I am of opinion 
it should be entire ; and therefore, Sir, whenever 
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you please to send for the two Englishmen who 
are here I will deliver them to your ordei*. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 

Dumas.” 

Coxon and his officer* were accordingly brought 
to Madras, and from thence sent to ‘England. 

Amongst these important matters we find the 
following entry* 

“ Monday, 4th August, 1740. A,box oft* wiggs” 
directed to Mr. William Gibson, late surgeon 
at Vizagapatam deceased,* having been sometime 
since delivered to the SecAtary, who was ordered 
to keep them till sojne body should administer to 
that estate, — he is now ordered to sell them at out- 
cry, and pay the net produce thereof into cash.” 

Our next extract refers to another negociation 
carried on between Pondicherry and Fort Saint 
•George. 

“Saturday, 16th Awgust, 1740. Iteceived a 
letter from Mr. Dumas and Council of Pondicher- 
ry, relating to # four men deserted from their 
garrison to Fort Saint David, and suspected of 
having murdered a man ; and whom they there- 
fore demand in the name of his most Chris- 
tian Majesty to bSP delivered up to them ; pro- 
posing also the entering into a treaty with us 
about tbc delivering up such critninals ; as they 
have done with tfce Dutch and Danes on this 
Coast, and with our Gentlemen at Tellicherry. 

“ The subject being taken under consideration, 
the Board are of opinion, that a murder attended 
with such circumstances as that of whieh*the four 
deserters stand suspected with so much reason. 
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ought not to go unpunished ; and that the giving 
up those, men is no contravention to the protection 
of the flag, upon promise of the Gentlemen of 
Pondicherry, that if they are not found guilty of 
the murder, they shall be , pardoned the desertion. 

“ As to what is proposed, both from Pondicherry 
and Port St. David, abqpt entering into some 
agreement for preventing mischiefs of this sort in 
future, \vc think it may ibe better to hold ourselves 
at liberty in thai respect ; nor do we suppose the 
Gentlemen of Pondicherry will concern themselves 
further about it, since have complied with the 
intention of such an agreement in delivering up 
these nv'n.” 

Towards the close of the year the Mahrattas 
again became troublesome, as will be seen by the 
following extracts. 

“ Monday, 3rd November, 1740. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board,* that there has' for some 
days been a report that the Mahrattas were coming 
again into this province, which had given a fresh 
alarm toPtne inhabitants ; that yesterday the fami- 
lies of several considerable Moormen came into 
Town, more were come to-day, and others were 
upon the road ; that he had* endeavoured to in- 
form himself what might be the reason of the 
Mahrattas marching again towards Arcot, concern- 
ing which reports were very ( different ; but that 
which had the best authority, and which he hoped 
might be depended on, was that Ragojee Busseirah 
(Bhonslay) was* coming with only 3000 horse to 
the feast* at Trinomoly ; and though the grand 
army was advanced to Coloure, it was only to re- 
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ceive the last payment due from the Nabob who 
had sent Kistmajee Puntaloo to settle it with them. 
However, as neither MahrattaS or Moors depend 
much upon the faith of each other, the Nabob was 
putting himself in a posture of defence at Arcot ; 
and had given leave to those who Vere afraid to 
stay theie, to go and secure theufselves where they 
thought fit, till mil matters were adjusted between 
him and the Mahrattas, aild these ^hst were retired 
again to a greater distance. In the mean time the 
President has given fresh directions to the Hircar- 
ras to observe what pasted in the country, and 
send him eqnstant.advices of the motions of the 
Mahratta forces.” 

“ Monday, 24th November, 1 740. The Mahrat- 
tas having again entered this province, upon which 
account the inhabitants are flying again into our 
bounds ^ and apprehending it may be dangerous 
sending money overlaiuhto Fort St. David at pre- 
sent, agreed to defer it till there is reason to be- 
lieve the roads are clear from the Malyattas or 
other robbers.” * 

“ Tuesday, 2nd December, 1740. Advices re- 
ceived yesterday evening and this morning, that 
the Mahrattas haV«? plundered and burnt several 
towns no great distance from us. 

“Tuesday, 9th December, 174*0. The Carpets 
in the Consultation room being quite worn out, 
agreed that new ones be bought and the old ones 
be sold for the most they will fetch.” 

“ Tuesday, 9th December, 1740. The Board 
having in ConsultatiSn the 30th May lalt, agreed 
that it was absolutely necessary that that part of 
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the White Town lying from Charles’ point to the 
Cloth godowns next the river, should be enclosed 
with a wall ; and having hitherto deferred the con- 
sideration in what manner it should be built, partly 
for want of materials, And partly because the 
Mahrattas having come to an agreement with the 
Nabob to leave tne country on payment of a sum 
oft money, we thought there waff reason to hope 
they would beiVe now Have returned to their owa 
countiy, without giving us any molestation. But 
as we look upon their late conduct to be a breach 
of faith with the Nabob^ and a manifest violation 
of their agreements with him : and it being con- 
fidently reported on all hands that they intend to 
sisit the sea port ; — the Board agreed it to be ab- 
volutely necessary that some fence should be run 
up at the before-mentioned part of the White 
Town as soon as possible. But as we^have not 
a sufficient quantity of materials ready, and per- 
haps also not sufficient time to build a strong 
wall therpej — the Pay Master was ordered for the 
present to run up a wall of two bricks and a 
half “thick upon the wharf, which has been al- 
ready built there by the inhabitants ; and that it 
be twelve feet high above the $harf. -The expense 
of this will not be above four or live hundred 
pagodas ; and eftr intention is only to make such 
a fence as may prevent the eremy from marching 
directly into the Town, and their musketry from . 
tiring into the houses ; either of which they might 
at present do if they have never so little resolu- 
tion ; since the river is fordhble, and the bank on 
the opposite side as high as the wharf on this. 
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But as this is only a temporary remedy, and very 
far from a sufficient security, it is agreed to re- 
present the same to our Honorable Masters, and 
desire permission to secure all that side of the 
Town effectually by building a curtain with proper 
batteries and points all along it.” * 

It may be here advisable to gla'flce at the gene- 
ral proceedings «of the Mahrattas. Bajee Ilao, ^he 
celebrated Peishwa or prime minister, of the llnjah 
of the Mahrattas, who had already projected the 
conquest of the Mogul empire, hail become recon- 
ciled to his rival Baghojee? Bhonslay ; and had in- 
cited Baghojge to invade and plunder the Car- 
natic, whilst he himself could direct h» whole 
operations against the Nizam of the Hekkan. But 
death broke in upon the ambitious dream. Bajee 
liao was seized with a sudden illness on the banks 
of the Nerbudda, and expired on the 28th day of 
April 17^0. About the same time, as we have al- 
ready seen, the Mahratta army under Baghojee 
Bhonslay had poured into the Carnatig, defeated 
and slain Host Ali in the neighbourlioocl of the 
Damulcheny Pass, and commenced levying edntri- 
butions all over the province, until bought off by 
Subder Ali Khan, the son in heir of the late Nabob. 
Baghojee had then made a secret compact with 
Subder Ali, to return and. crush Chunda Sahib, 
who was then in possession of Trichinopoly, and 
who had for sometime excited the jealousy and 
apprehension of the court at Arcot. 

The death of Bajee Itao for a while changed the 
current of affairs. Baghojee left the mfi.ii array, 
and hurried back to Sattara to prevent if possible 
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the succession of the son of Bnjee Rao to the office 
of Peishwa. In this design he failed. The office 
of Peishwa was now nearly established as heredi- 
tary ; and (notwithstanding the opposition of Ba- 
ghojee Bhonslay,) Ballajee.Bajee Rao, the eldest son 
of the deceasefd Peishwa, succeeded to the high 
station which hhd been occupied by his father. 
Rnghojee Bhonslay then returned to the Carnatic 
to prosecute his, designs Against Trichinopoly. 

“ Thursday, 18th December, 1740. The Pi-esi- 
dent acquaints the Board that Imaum Sahib, on 
his going to the Northward, had sent his children 
hither for security in the px-esent unsettled state 
of the country ; and he being now Foujdar at Masu- 
lipatam, in vei*y great favour both with Nazar 
Jung, and his father Cliecn Kulieli Khan (Nizam 
of the Dekkan) ; and standing fair for some con- 
siderable preferment in this province yvhenever 
they shall resolve to settle«*the Government ; — the 
President therefore proposed to the consideration 
of the Board, whether it may not be of service to 
the Company’s affairs to take the opportunity of 
the approaching feast to make a present fecrthe 
children of about 150 pngodas value ; whieb be- 
ing debated, it was agreed 'that preserving the 
friendship of Imaum Sahib was of great conse- 
quence to the Ccftnpany ; that such an occasion is 
not likely to happen again ; apd the laying hold 
of it must be agreeable to tliem ; and therefore the 
Presidents proposal was agreed to. , 

“ Saturday, 20th December, 1740. General 
letter frofn the Deputy Governor and Council of 
Port St. David of the 1 6th instant read; — advising 
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several patties of Mahratta horse having lately up* 
peared near their bounds, and that Porto Novo 
had been plundered by them, and requesting a 
supply of men and powder.” 

“ Saturday, 20th December, 1740. A very 
high sea upon the full moon in October last, having 
overset the palisadoes and piles between the block 
house by New point and the sea ; — the Pay mage* 
is ordered to have them ♦set up /again j and the 
Lieutenants of the Garrison, representing that it 
would be necessary to have a small palisado fence 
made within side the gates of the Black Town, to 
secure the guards Jthere in case there should be 
any design to surprize them, and as we aught to 
guard against all treachery within as well as 
against an enemy without* — the Paymaster is or- 
dered to set about them ; it being computed also 
that the expense null be but a trifle.** 

“ Monday*. 22nd December, 1740. At present 
the country is so full of troubles by the Malirattas 
having entered a 9 second time into this province, 
and t^eir intended march to the Southward, that 
nou^of the merchants think it safe to sendf any 
mord'money into the country for the provision of 
calicoes. ** 

“ Monday, 29th December l 740. Ordered that 
the Secretary do call upon ditch of the Company’s 
Servants as arc become of age since last year, to 
sign new covenants and name their securities ; and 
that4hcy attend the Board to that end on Satur- 
day next.” 

The progress of evSnts is here relieved by a 
domestic incident, which is somewhat more lively 

29 
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than the notices of the proceedings of the Malirat- 
tas. Miss Elizabeth Mansell, a young lady pas- 
senger from England, and a near relation of one of 
the members of Council, had most unmistakeably 
committed herself with Captain Cummings, the 
commander of* the vessel ; and then on the arrival 
of the ship at Fbrt St. George', Miss Mansell was 
induced to lay a capital charge against the Captain, 
with the hope Apparently of saving her own char- 
acter. This charge was solemnly investigated by 
the President and Council. Of course the proceed- 
ings are unfitted for <5ur columns, but some ex- 
tracts are worthy of record ns belonging to the. 
scandal <0f the time. 

“ Saturday, 28th February, 1741. Miss Man- 
sell and Captain Cummings, both attending the 
Board pursuant to order, her information was read 
and reattested by her on oath ; after which she 
was examined to the marmer where it happened, 
where the other two young ludies were, who were 
fellow paspengers with her, and how she was pre- 
vented from calling out for assistance. To which 
she answered that it was near ten at night fh the 
balcony of the ship ; that the other two ladiee^erc 
in the round house. She confessed further that 
at the Cape she had consented to his wishes ; but 
that previously ‘‘it had been against her will. 
She added that since that time the Captain had 
beat her, pulled her by the hair of her head, and 
called her several names. 

“ To this the - Captain answered, that it was 
very true he had been too -intimate with her for 
most part of the voyage after the first two 
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months ; that she showed a fondness for him 
even at Portsmouth to that degree, ‘that it 
made Mrs. Cummings so uneasy as to burst out 
into tears, which he had much ado to overcome 
by promises of a prudent behaviour with regard to 
her ; that he withstood daily repeated importuni • 
ties for full two months, but confessed that at last 
she prevailed orPhim ; that she had fallen in love 
with a young fellow ih the passage between 
Gravesend and Portsmouth ; that she was suspect- 
ed to have been - too intimate with a young man 
that lived in the house with her ; and that she 
had behaved in general so ill that the family 
she lived with were resolved to get rid <Jf her at 
any rate. 

“ Miss Mansell had no further proof than her 
own oath to support the charge laid against the 
Captain but Mrs. Mary Coales being called told 
the Board that she had* often seen Miss Mansell 
cry ; that in particular on Christmas day last, she 
with a flood of tejys said she could never # b§ happy ; 
that she had sometimes on these occasions asked 
Miss. Mansell what was the matter, and *was 
answered that the Captain and she had some 
words. 

“ This witness, being asked by the Captain if 
Miss Mansell ever complaiifed of* him, answered 
in the negative ; being further asked if she had 
not from Miss Mansell’s conduct suspected an 
intimacy between them, she answered that some- 
times she was almost tempted to think th^re was, 
and that she was ofteif in a passion if the Captain 
happened to take any notice of herself. 
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“ Mrs. Mfirtha Coales being called, decbured 
that she^had often seen Miss Mansell cry, which 
she attributed to some little quarrels between the 
Captain and her ; but never asked the reason, and 
that one day being below* in the great cabin with 
Miss Mansell,* the Captain from above said or did 
something that provoked Miss Mansell to call him 
vaUain and rogue and other names} adding that he 
had taken away her character. 

“ John Clause, passenger, declares he heard the 
Captain and Miss Mansell quarrelling together ; 
which he thinks was about a month or six weeks 
before their arrival at this place, hut he did not 
take notice of the words. 

“ Anthony Wood, Captain’s Steward, avers that 
he observed Miss Mansell fond of the Captain even 
at Portsmouth ; that Mrs. Cummings saw it and 
was very uneasy, that she was to go in, the ship. 
He said further that at Portsmouth she was 
caught playing at Taggwitb a couple of footmen. 

** M^rk Romney deposed that he had observed 
a great intimacy between the Captain and Miss 
Mansell ; that often when she and the other 
Tidies were above, if the Captain showed any ci- 
vility to them, Miss MansEll immediately flaw 
out in a passion ; that he knows there was h fa- 
miliarity between them ; that being on the poop 
one night about 1 1 o’clock he^saw the Captain and 
her sitting in two chairs, and she with her arm 
round the Captain’s neck, when he heard her call 
him her dear Captain and saw her kiss him ; that 
he showed it to nis companions, who bicThim make 
iso noise lest they -should be heard ; and that. he 
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beckoned to n midshipman, who was a small dis- 
tance off, to come and look ; who put his finger 
to his nose but would not come. 

“ All these evidences were examined on oath. 
Miss Mansell, having i 14 her examination said she 
came ashore with a resolution to prosecute Captain 
Cummings for this fact ; — she wife asked how she 
came to be silent so long, and why in the letters 
she wrote ashore by the Catamargm (which being 
received in company were shown to several people) 
she had given the Captain so good a character ; 
which seemed so ill to aPeord with the intention 
she said she had to publish this affair. She answer- 
ed that for the letter he dictated it, and made her 
also take an oath never to disclose what had pass- 
ed between them just before they got in here ; 
but that it was her full intention to divulge it as 
she had now done. 

“ To this the Captain* answered, that as to the 
letter, it is true he wrote it foul, but that he did 
not dictate it ; that she desired him to, put in a 
great deal in his own commendation, afid he had 
much ado to convince her that it might give suspi- 
cion of a fondness, if she said more than was in 
that letter ; that as 4o the oath, it was not for fear 
of being accused, but because knowing the im- 
petuosity of her temper and her furious passions, 
he feared she wouli^ by word or action betray her- 
self, and therefore hoped the tie of an oath might 
check her, and save her from ruining herself in the 
manner she has done ; that he is certain she had no 
design to tell this stoiy, but that somebody or other 
had worked her up to it ; and to convince the 
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Board more fully that she had no such intentions, 
he instanced in many particulars which showed 
there must still be an intimacy and familiar cor- 
respondence carried on between them, long after 
her coming ashore ; sincetahe had told him many 
secrets of the ‘family, and made complaints, to him 
of unkind usage! she fancied she had received ; this 
being mostly confessed by her to Ice true, she was 
dismissed. After which the Captain being order- 
ed to withdraw, the Board agreed that there did 
not appear sufficient cause to indict the Captain ; 
and therefore that he be discharged from his con- 
finement. After which he was called in and ac- 
quainted therewith ; but at the same time told that 
his conduct with relation to this young woman 
would be a perpetual blot on him, since she was 
under his care and protection ; which he endeavour- 
ed to answer by insinuating that she was careless 
of her reputation before sLe came on board ; but 
which he had no proof to support, and was there- 
fore stopped from proceeding in this soil of de- 
fence.” 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. BICHa'rD BENYON. 

( Continued. ) 

1741. 

The commencement of # 1741 saw but little 
change for the better in tlft prospects of Fort St. 
George. Whilst the main army of the Mahrattas 
was besieging Trichinopoly for the purpose of 
wresting that kingdom from the Mussulman rule 
of Chunda Sahib, s haggling parties of Maliratta 
horse were plundering the country up to the very 
borders of Fort St. David ; and it was expected 
that wheiF Trichinopoly jyas finally captured, the 
Mahrattas would move on towards the coast and 
attack the European settlements both at Fort St. 
David and Fort St. George. In January*, Jlaghojee 
Bhonsla, who commanded the Maliratta army in 
the Carnatic, made extraordinary demands upon 
both settlements, v*hich necessitated immediate 
preparations for defence on an extensive scale. 
Every day accounts became pa ore a«id more alarm- 
ing. On the 23rd January, Governor Benyon in- 
formed the Council that a party of between four 
and five thousand Maliratta horse had entered the 
bounds of Fort St. David ; and that the English 
Deputy Governor had discharged about a hundred 
cannon from Cuddalore before the enemy retired ; 
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mid even then theMahrattas were not prevented from 
carrying off a considerable booty from Mangicopang 
and the “ Washing Town.” At the same time the 
news arrived that this body of horse had passed 
on from Fort St. Dnvid«,and plundered Sadras ; 
and would have plundered the Dutch factory also, 
had they not been gallantly repulsed by the Dutch 
Qpvernor. It was also stated that these Mahrattas 
were still encapiped on the Sadras river, and that it 
was uncertain what design they would attempt 
next, and that possibly they were only waiting 
there until they were joined by a larger body. Ac- 
cordingly the Government of Fort St. George 
ordered that thirty men should be landed from a 
ship’s company then in the roads, and that all the 
English, Portuguese, and Armenian inhabitants 
should be put under arms. 

Subsequently Governor Demon received advices 
from A root, intimating that this body of liorse form- 
ed no part of the Mahratta army engaged in the 
siege of, Triohiiiopoly ; and that the Nabob had 
sent to the Mahratta generals to complain of this 
inrbad into the Carnatic. However it was known 
that the Nabob had no power to resent the injury ; 
and it was more than doubtful whether the move- 
ments of this separate body had not been directed 
by the Mahratta generals who were besieging Tri- 
chinopoly. The latter doubt was speedily removed 
by the return of the horse to the main army of 
Trichinopoly ; and in March the place was in the 
hands of the Mahrattas, and Cbunila Sahib carried 
off prisoner to Sattara. 

The following extracts from a General letter dis- 
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patched this year by the Madras Government to 
the Court of Directors, contains perhaps ttie most 
•authentic account of the events connected with this 
anemorable siege. * 

“ We believe we cannot tell you any thing more 
■agreeable than that the Mahrattas * having taken 
Trichinopoly the middle of Marcli last, returned to 
their own country in May without coming into 
this province. We shall •trouble* you with some 
account of the siege or rather blockade of Trichi- 
nopoly. Wc wrote your* Honors last year that 
Subder Ali Khan and his* brother-in-law Chunda 
Sahib, after having §pent some days at Pondicher- 
ry returned to Arcot, and continued together there 
some time and to all appearance were very good 
friends. Meer Assad* remained with the Mahrat- 
tas, who were upon the Western borders of this pro- 
vince, un^er pretence of being an hostage for the 
sums the Nabob had ajjrecd to pay them ; but 
sometime in November Subder Ali Khan ac- 
quainted Chunda # Sahib that Meer A^ad had 
finished a treaty with the Mahrattas, l5y which it 
was stipulated that seven lacs of rupees, as paft of 
thirty-two he had agreed to pay, was the composi- 
tion of Trichinopoly. Chunda Sahib, surprized that 
«uch a treaty had been concluded without his par- 

* Meer Assad becamfj|jbira.n in the room of Chunda 
Sahib, after the lattoWoecame master of Trichino- 
poly. He had been taken prisoner by tho Mahrattas at 
the great battle at Damulcharry ; and it was he who 
negotiated with the Mahrattas respecting the apnount of 
tribute to be paid by tUb Nabob of Arcot, and the de- 
liveriug up of Trickiuopoly. 


SO 
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ticipation, told Subder Ali that l>e knew how to 
transact' his own affairs, and would not stand to 
it. Very high words passed between the two 
brothers, and Chunda Sahib left Arcot without 
taking leave of Subder,. Ali, and made haste to 
Trichinopoly ? his partisans giving out that he had 
made it so strong and stored well with ammunition 
and provisions of all kinds so tint it would hold 
out a siege of three yems ; and if the Mahrattas 
should attempt it they would only lose their time 
to no purpose ; nor would they have thought of it 
if Subder Ali had not ettgaged them in the under- 
taking, upon promise to pay them a large sum 
monthly till such time as the place should be taken. 
Whatever private agreement Subder Ali had made 
with tlie Mahrattas, the known enmity which both 
he and Meer Assad have long had towards Chunda 
Saliib, the supplies of provisions they sent to 
the Mnhratta Camp, and other circumstances, 
make it hut too probable the destruction of Chun- 
da Sahib vvas what they had much at heart. How- 
ever the 1 Mahrattas, when tltey came to the bor- 
der# of Trichinopoly, only demanded seven lacs of 
rupees ; which being refused by Chunda Sahib, 
they advanced towards the capital, and there was 
some skirmish in the suburbs. After which they 
made no attack upon the place, but contented 
themselves with guardimjtoall tfie passes to the 
town, that no provisions ^Pauy other assistance 
should get in. In this work, though their own 
army was sufficiently numerous, they had the 
nssistaifce of the King of Tanjore and the 
tributary princes of Trichinopoly, who articled 
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with the Mahrattas that they should not leave 
that place ill the possession of the Moors.* It was 
not long before Chunda Sahib found himself 
greatly distressed for want of provisions, and then 
offered to make up the sym of twelve lacs. It was 
once thought the Mahrattas would have accepted 
of his offer ; the rather because flitta Singh was 
believed to favour Chunda Sahib, and had often 
sent to Raghojee Bhonsla •cither t<^ take tke Town 
or the money, and threatened to draw/ off the 
forces which were more .particularly under his 
command. Chunda Salfib’s partisans affirmed 
for some dnyg that the treaty was absolutely con- 
cluded. They went* further, and reported *hat the 
Mahrattas had engaged to put Khan Bahauder 
into the Government of this province. Khan 
Bahauder-* was intended by old Sadatulla Khan 
for his successor j and had procured some grants 
from the Court for that purpose ; but being a very 
weak man, the ministers espoused the interest of 
Dost Ali Khan, father of Subder Ali Khan, and 
fixed him in the* Government. It is* not long 
since that Chunda Sahib, to serve some ambitious 
purpose, married his daughter to Khan Bahauder ; 
and he was with Chanda Sahib in Trichinopoly 
during the siege. Subder Ali Khan was so 
alarmed about the treaty which w® then on foot, 
that he shut himself ^ip in Ginjee, and from thence 
wrote to the two Mahratta Generals, complaining of 
their breach of faith. At the same time, the King 

. V — 

* This Khan Bahauder was the same as Go u.'gun Hus- 
sein, who was at first “Devvan to Dost Ali, but was 
afterwards superseded by Chunda Sahib. 
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of Tanjore and the tributary princes who had as- 
sisted them, took their images out of thflix Pagodas, 
and adjured them (the Mahrattas), by all their 
gods, not to leave them exposed to the resentment 
of Chunda Sahib. In fme,.the treaty was broke off, 
and Chunda >told that they would agree to no- 
peace that should leave him in the possession of 
Trichinopoly. Chunda Sahib’s provisions growing 
more scarce every day, *and being reduced to very 
great necessities, began to entertain thoughts of 
delivering up the place. All the hopes he had 
left was from his brother Budda Sahib, reckoned 
•a brave man and who was then at Madura. Chunda 
Sahib wrote him in the most pressing terms to 
come to his relief ; and Budda Sahib having got 
together 5000 horse and 7000 or 8000 foot with 
a great quantity of provisions, wrote his brother 
he was upon his march to assist him ; and that he 
hoped to force his way through the cAmp ; but 
the letter was intercepted by the Mahrattas who 
sent 20,000 horse to waylay him. A smart en- 
gagem eiit ensued , in which it is said about 2000 
men were killed on each side. This battle was 
fatal to Budda Sahib he lost his life in it ; and 
the Mahrattas having found ohis body, covered it 
with a rich doth and sent it into Trichinopoly ; 
upbraiding Chunda Sahib with having by Ms ob- 
stinacy been the oocasion of r liis brother s death. 
Chunda Sahib, being then in despair, the next day 
being the 13th March, delivered the Town and 
himself up to the discretion of the enemy. The 
many and various reports which were spread 
about during this siege, kept every body in sus- 
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pence and in continual alarms, as doubting what 
the Mahrattas would do after they had 4,aken it. 
For ourselves we knew not how to depend upon 
what the Nabob said, as it was plain he had himself 
a great distrust of the Jtlnhrattas. We had some 
reason to believe the letters wrote to the President 
from Futta Singh, and Ragliojce Bhonsla, proceed- 
ed from the politics at Arcot ; but that scheme not 
taking effect, the Nabob and his iyinistcra affected 
an extraordinary care and concern for us/ and were 
very officious in advising ns of any motion which 
the enemy made towards* these parts, and how to 
behave ourselves towards them.” 

“ Chunda Sahib* having, ns we said, delivered 
himself up to the discretion of the Mahrattas, 
agreed afterwards, as it was said, to pay them 
eight lues of rupees for his ransom ; and Khan 
Baliauder with Francis Pereira were sent to Chunda 
Sahib’s wife, who wa# in Pondicherry, to re- 
ceive. the money. But the good lady, pretending 
a distrust, answered that she had not so much 
money by her, ol' if she had, would title* part with 
it till she should see her husband?” If be was 
sent to her, she would sell her jewels, and borrow 
what was wanting among her friends. The Mah- 
rattas having received that answer, carried Chunda 
Sahib and his son along with thorn to Sattara, the 
Sou Rajah’s* capital. His partisans now give out 
that he is in great favour at Sattara ; and that by 
the interest of that Court with Checn Kulich Khan, 
he will obtain a grant of the government of this 

* Salioo Rajali pemaps better known as Sliao. 
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province, and will he assisted with a large body of 
Mahratto horse to drive Subder Ali Khan out of it. 

“ It was for sometime uncertain what the Mah- 
rattas would do with Tricliinopoly. There were 
several bidders for it, hut it was thought they 
were most inclined to put in the next heir of the 
late queen ; but hs he could not give them securi- 
ty (or the money he offered, they left Morarce Gor- 
bada,* Viceroy,* there, with 4000 horse, till the 
Sou lit) j ak should give further orders. When they 
took possession of it, they would not suffer it to 
be plundered. It is imagined their reason for that 
was, that they knew most of the riches had been 
conveyed out before they laid siege to it ; and if 
they had acted otherwise, the Sou Itajah would 
have expected them to have accounted for a larger 
sum than they found. One thing is remarkable, 
and yet is affirmed for truth, that they left orders 
with the Viceroy to pay th*< same tribute to Arcot 
which had been usually paid by the Kings and 
Queens of Trichinopoly. 

" The Malirattas having thus settled the govem- 
ment'of Trichinopoly, 40,000 horse took the West- 
ern road through Mysore. The two Generals with 
the rest of the army took Another road which 
borders upon this province. Nabob Subder Ali 
kept himself close in Ginjce. We know not what 
particular affairs remained to bf. adjusted between 
them, but after some stay within a day’s journey of 
Ginjee they marched on to the Northward, and 
passed the Kistna about the end of May. 


* The celebrated Moran Rao. 
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“ The beginning of that month, the President 
received a letter from Nabob Subder Ali, •advising 
that the Mahrattas had passed the mountains of 
Balnghaut; and at the same timeBuddaSahib wrote 
another letter, advising flie Nabob with his family, 
intended to go to Mekka ; and therefore desired 
some houses might be taken for them in Town, as 
they designed t® be down here, to stay here # till 
the season for proceeding *011 the yoy agey Budda 
Sahib, however, intimated that he heard me Nabob 
had no real design of going to Mekka ; and indeed 
our other advices from th8 country to us assured 
us there w$s nothing more in it than a family 
quarrel. However we thought we could i*ot avoid 
preparing for their reception here ; and then ad- 
vised Budda Sahib that the houses were ready 
whenever they pleassd to come. Some months 
have sir^ce passed, but though the Nabob still talks 
of coming down, mos^ people doubt. We hope 
we shall soon be at some certainty ; because all 
this while we are paying sixty pagodas jper month 
rent for the houses. From Ginjee the? Nabob re- 
moved to Vellore, and from thence to Arcot, ^here 
he now is ; and Meer Assad, the sole minister 
about him, a man of strong parts, bold and reso- 
lute. The Nabob follows his advice implicitly, 
and perhaps thinks him the* more«necessary in the 
present juncture ajf most likely to extricate him 
from the difficulties he is under. Money 13 the 
gi’eat thing wanted to pay the arrears due to his 
father’s and his own troops ; which amount to 
400,000 pagodas ; a^d also to make up %uch sum 
as may be sufficient to get himself confirmed in th$ 
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government of the province. But the means made 
use of to 'raise it, have given great disgust all over 
the country ; as the minister is not in the least 
scrupulous in raising contributions from every body 
that is in his power.” 

Having thus placed before our readers a general 
view of the condition of the country, written at the 
very time, it may be as well to turn to the history 
of Fort S-t. Geojfge. About the very time that 
Trichinopoly was taken by the Mahrattas, Gover- 
nor Benyon dispatched » present to the Maliratta 
general with the following letter. . 

“ To Raffkojee Bhonsla Subah, General of the 
Mahratta army. 

“ Lately I have received from Mr. Hubbard the 
Deputy Governor of Tevenepatam (Fort St. David) 
a copy of the letter you wrote him. I am much 
pleased with the friendship you express for the 
English ; and you may be assured we are very 
willing to cultivate it. Mr. Hubbard acquaints 
me that he, had complained to you, some of the 
people belonging to your army had entered the 
bounds of Tevenepatam, and done some damage to 
the inhabitants. Such proceedings will always be 
attended with mischief ; and therefore I was very 
glad to read you had promised him that you would 
lay your strict t-aukeed that no one should give 
him any molestation in future. , By this I observe 
that you are truly our friend, and therefore I have 
resolved to send a vakeel, on purpose to assure 
you of our friendship and regard for you. I have 
also sent" some things to Mr Hubbard, who wall 
write you the particulars and send them to you 
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from Tevenepatam, together with our Vakeel ; and 
1 refer you toMr.Hubbard for wliat further die shall 
write you, and what else will be told you by our 
Vakeel of our inclinations to preserve the friend- 
ship between us/* 

About the same time another letter and present 
were dispatched by Governor B6nyon to Futta 
Singh Bhonsla, 4he other Mahratta General. We 
extract the letter, from which it wijl be seen that 
the English wished it to be understood wiat they 
were actuated out of respect for the Mahratta 
chiefs rather than fear. 

“ To Futta fiingh. General of the Mahratta Army . 

“The Deputy Governor of Tevenepatan* having 
advised me that he had received a very friendly 
letter from Bnghojec Bhonsla, I resolve to send 
a vakeel on purpose with a letter from myself to 
that general ; and as I have that opportunity of 
writing to you, I would not omit it ; and have 
ordered my vakeel to wait upon you with this to 
assure you of the # respect I have for ygur person 
and great qualities. Our vakeel will fissure you 
of our sincere inclinations to continue the friend- 
ship between us ; and I refer you to him, and what 
more will be written you by the Governor of Tevene- 
patam to whom I have sent several things, the 
particulars of which he will* advice you, and of 
which I desire yoiir acceptance. They are not 
worthy to be sent to so great a general ; but I only 
intend them as a mark of my respect for your per- 
son, and your acceptance of them will add to their 
value/* 

Whilst the relations of the English towards the 

31 
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Native Princes were in this unsatisfactory state, a 
circumstance occurred at Madras which seemed 
likely to throw the commercial interests of the 
place into the greatest confusion. It had been cus- 
tomary for the Company’s Shroffs and two Bazaar 
Shrolfs to seal up Pagodas in bags of a thousand 
rupees each, in brder to prevent the inconvenience 
of, counting in the payment of money. Moreover 
the Conrpany\,seal waa- supposed to be not only a 
guarantee for the quantity but for the quality of 
the Pagodas. This year however it was discovered 
that whilst some persoiis had taken upon them- 
selves to imitate the Company’s seal,; the Shroffs 
had maraged to slip in considerable quantities of in- 
ferior money in the bags which bore the Company’s 
seal. A long and wearisome enquiry was then 
carried on which terminated in the imprisonment 
of the three Shroffs, and the confiscation, of their 
goods ; and further the Shroffs were placed in the 
pillory for one hour on the 26 th day of every 
month, ujritil they could be transported to the 
West Coast of Sumatra. It will be seen in a future 
entry under date 18tlv January 1742, that the 
latter part of this sentence was commuted. 

Meantime, whilst domestic affairs were in this 
state, the "Vakeel sent to the Mahratta camp be- 
fore Trichinopoly, had delivered the letters and 
presents to Kaghojee Bhonsh and Futta Singh 
Bhousla. But we extract the official account of 
his proceedings. 

“ Thursday, 46th April, 1741. The President 
acquaints the Board, he had this morning received 
•a letter from Coopiah, the Vakeel sent to the 
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Mahratta camp, advising his arrival and reception 
there, the translate of which is entered after this 
consultation.” 

“ From Coopiah, Vakeel in the Mahratta camp 
at Trichinopoly , dated the 8 th April and received 
on the 16 th, instant, 17*11. 

“ I am now in the Mahratta tlrmy, which is 
encamped aboutaten miles West of Trichinopoly. 
TheGovernorof Tevenepatam dispatched me to the 
Mahratta camp, with the presents he had (prepared 
for the Mahrattas. When. I arrived at Trichino- 
poly, I first made myself Acquainted with Coanari 
Pontoloo and lloy Shasliaroy, the managers of 
Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla’s affairs ; and upon 
their introducing me to Rajah Futta and Rajah 
Raghojec Bhonsla, 1 delivered them the presents 
and the letters ; they received them and upon 
looking ijito the presents they said they were very 
good things. At which time 1 presented then 
your Honors respects, and the Governor of Tevene- 
patam’s service ; besides several other compliments 
from your Honors* and that you are tlffeir friend. 
Upon hearing this, they said that their predecessors 
had a desire for your friendship, and settled you 
in this country ; and therefore you may live safe 
in your place without having any concern. They 
gave me beetlcnut, and told me that to-mor- 
row they should liav^ more leisure to speak with 
me, when they promised to send me away. 

“ About two or three days after they had taken 
Trichinopoly Fort, they sent a part of their army 
towards the kingdom *f Mysore ; and thfsy after- 
wards sent another part along with Chunda Sahib 
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to the said country. The horse that are already 
gone out is 40,000; and they have about 30,000 
here, who will also go away as soon as they have 
settled some government at Trichinopoly. 

“ The Rajahs have at ( present delivered Trichi- 
nopoly Fort into the care of Morari Rao Ghore- 
puray. Commander of ten or fifteen thousand 
horse ;«but Raghojee Bhonsla h^s a great mind 
to restore it to the old Gentoos, and he is treating 
with Ratvimania and Govindaya for that purpose ; 
and I think that in five or six days time they will 
give the Government td' the Gentoos, and will go 
away, and I will advise your Honor whatever 
shall pa«s hereafter.” 

“ Friday, 24th April, 1741. The President ac- 
quaints the Board he had received another letter 
from the Vakeel Coopiah, acquainting him that he 
had received his audience of leave from the two 
Mahratta generals ; who*. had also delivered him 
horses and seerpaws and cowles for this place and 
Fort St. David. At the same time the President 
received a letter from Roy Sliasharoy, a principal 
officfer in the Mahratta camp. Translate of which, 
and the vakeel’s letter are entered after this con- 
sultation.” 

“ From Roy Shasharoy, an officer under the 
Mahratta Generate. 

“ Though your Honor did not write me a letter, 
yet I have heard of your goodness and reputation 
from Mr. Hubbard the Governor of Tevenepatam, 
who has wrote ‘me a letter, and sent some clothes 
and other things, along with Coopiah and Audy 
Vcnkiah, Vakeels, to be presented to Rajah 
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Futta Singh aud Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla, as 
also to Ramajee Pontoloo and Contoloo* officers 
and managers of their affairs. When the Vakeels 
arrived, they applied to me, and I acquainted both 
of the llajahs of their arrival, and caused a proper 
person to be sent to bring them along with him ; 
where I introduced them to the Rajahs, and told 
them much in j^iur Honor’s praise. The presents 
were delivered to the llnjahf by your Yaked* 

“ 1 was not wanting to tell the lfajahs '/hat was 
most proper in your Honor’s praise ; and did pro- 
cure for you n horse and»seerpaw, consisting of 
five clothes, and our clothes for Mr. Fowke ; and 
after the same manrffcr to the Governor anc^ second 
of Tevenepatam , and caused tasherifts to be given 
to your Vakeels, as also presents to the people who 
came along with them. 

“ It is not customary at the Court of our 
Rajahs t(? give a cowle tp any, without the tri- 
bute being settled and paid ; and although your 
honour did not write any thing about a cowle, nor 
has there been an£ tribute paid, yet I used my in- 
terest with the Rajahs, and procured their covrles, 
both for Chinnapatam and Tevenepatam. I have 
delivered the same to, Snmbayah, and dispatched 
him along with your Vakeels, which you will 
receive. 

“ Your honor’s Vakeel, and VencataNarrainapa, 
and Sambayah, will mfonn your honor what more 
is necessary ; and I desire your honor would al- 
ways do me the pleasure of laying your commands 
on me. What can I s#y more.” 

The letter from the Vakeel Coopiah is little more 
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than a repetition of what has been given above. 
The following extracts from the consultations, in 
reference to the same subject, arc worth reading. 

“ Thursday, 21st May, 1 7 4* 1 . The Deputy 
Governor anil Council of Fort St. David having 
left it -to us . to reward Coopiah, who was sent 
Yakeel to the Maliratta camp ; and the said Coo- 
piah having intimated his desire to be admitted 
into socne constant pa#, ; in consideration whereof 
he wounj be always ready to go upon any service 
which should be thought proper to employ him 
in ; — the Board being satisfied with his fidelity and 
conduct in this last affair, and considering that 
the unsettled state of affairs in the ' country may 
make it frequently necessary to employ a capable 
person upon such occasions, ai d believing this 
man to be very proper said fit for the purpose, — 
agreed to allow him a pay of five pagodas per 
month. 1 

“ The President produces to the Board trans- 
late of a letter he received from Morari Kao, vice- 
roy of Tricfhinopoly, requesting a Supply of ammuni- 
tion ; which being taken into consideration, the 
President is desired to return such an answer, as 
shall neither be an absolute denial, or bind us to 
any thing hereafter which we may not think proper 
. to comply with*” 

We now return to the doiqpstic affairs of the 
English settlement. The following extracts will 
explain themselves. 

“ Monday, 25th May, 1741. Complaints being 
frequently made by the Military officers, that the 
soldiers of the garrison are decoyed and carried 
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away by the country shipping ; and the same being 
often practised also with the sailors belonging to 
the Europe ships ; to prevent the like in future, it 
is ordered that if any person or persons, whether 
belonging to the Country .shipping or others, shall, 
hereafter be found to be any way^, "concerned in 
secreting, decoying, or carrying away from, the 
place, either by* sea or land, any of the military 
of the gatfison, or seafaring men belonging to the 
Europe ships, — he or they so offending small, for 
the first offence be fined in4he sum of 50 pagodas 
a head for every soldier or sailor so secreted, de- 
coyed, or carried away, and for the second offence 
be sent to England. 

“ And whereas several strangers come into the 
place, and are harboured in the public houses, with- 
out any report being made of them to the Presi- 
dent agreeable to an order made for that purpose 
in President Harrison’s time ; — it is ordered that 
if any inhabitant, public house-keeper or others, 
shall for the future entertain any stranger ^arriving 
at this place, either by sea or land, who has not 
first been with the captain of the guard in order 
to his being carried or reported to the Governor, — 
he, she, or they shall <or every such offence be fined 
in the sum of 50 pagodas. 

“ And that, no one may pretentl ignorance of 
the foregoing orders# the Secretary is directed Up 
affix copies thereof at the gates of the Town.” 

“ Thursday, 28th May, 1741. The Company’s 
merchants not having brought in itny clotji lately, 
or taken any money i» advance, they were ordered 
to attend ; and being called in and discoursed con- 
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cerning the investment, alleged that it could not be 
thoughf strange they had not brought in any 
cloth for some months past, as every body had been 
in continual dread and apprehension that the Mah- 
rattas would overrun this province as soon as 
they had takajj Trichinopoly ; and though they 
had taken another rout, and were returned towards 
their own country without coming again into this 
provincb, yet .many of ' the weavers and spinners, 
who had fled from the towns and villages in the 
country, were not yet returned to their habitations. 
Besides that the danger upon the roads had been 
a great hinderance to the bringing o f any quantity 
of cottCn and cotton-yarn from the distant coun- 
tries ; by which means those two necessary articles 
were become very dear and scarce ; insomuch 
that the natives found a difficulty in getting cloth 
made sufficient for their own wear. For, all which 
reasons they could not asfyet hope to get any cloth 
that was good and fit for the Company qt any 
tolerably -fate. They concluded with promising 
that upon the first advice from their Goraastas that 
any business could be done, they would immediate- 
ly let us know it.” 

The following record of the duties of the res- 
pective officers and soldiers of the garrison of Fort 
St. George, will perhaps prove interesting to our 
Military readers. 

“ The duty of Military Officers and Sol- 
diers as Ijaily practised in this Garrison 
of Fotyr St. Geobge, 1741. 

" Captain's duty. 

“ The Captain of the guard for the time being, 
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to order the drum to beat to arms at 7 o’clock in 
the morning ; the mounting company to parade 
over against the main guard (Sundays excepted), 
or elsewhere as the weather permits. 

The Captain that aaounts guard, tojncet the 
Captain that dismounts on the jparade while the 
mounting Company arc under arms, in the mojjning 
about 7 o’clock? and on Sundays about niimfi there 
to receive the usual replbrts, and also /any ex- 
traordinary orders, that the dismounting Captain 
may have received from {lie Governor during the 
time of his having had the charge of the guards. 

“ The Captain of the guards for tlie time being, 
to hear all manner of complaints that rnay be 
made either by or against the military. If any 
country people misuse the soldiers, the Captain to 
sen4 them to a Justice of the peace to 'have 
satisfaction. 

“If any of the military misuse the country 
people, upon making their complaint to the Cap- 
tain of the guards, shall have (after beating both 
parties) satisfaction. But if either parties *have 
any extraordinary complaints that is of conse- 
quence, the Captair^of the guards immediately to 
acquaint the Governor therewith. 

M The Captain of the guards to*visit tlie hospital 
once in twenty-foui>hours, during* the time of be- 
ing on guard ; and upon the decease of any of the 
military, to acquaint the Governor therewith. 
Likewise upon the desertion ofsmy of the mili- 
tary, the Governor to*be informed therefif imme- 
diately. The Captain of the guards to attend the 
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Governor once a day, to receive his orders ordina- 
ry or extraordinary, and oftener if required.” 

“ Ensign's duty. 

“ The two Ensigns that mount guard are to 
attend the parade in the morning, at beat of drum 
to arms j one Ensign mounts the main guard un- 
der the Captain^ the other mounts the Choultry 
himself. The Ensign that takes the main guard 
is to vie.v and examine +he men’s arms and clothes 
whilst under arms, to see them in good order and 
lit to mount guard ; those who are any ways 
out of order he is to report them to the Captain of 
the main guard. 

“ All reports from the out guards, whether or- 
dinary or extraordinary, are to be reported to the 
Ensign of the main guard during the Captain’s ab- 
sence, who is to send them to the Captain by a 
Serjeant as soon as possible. 

“ The Ensign of the (.White Town or) main 
guard, to go the rounds in the White Town at 
10 o’clock at night, attended by a corporal 
and four men. He is to visit all the gates 
in the White Town, and to inspect with the 
officers and men of the several guards he pas- 
seth, to see that they are in „fit order for their 
night duty, and that their centinels are alert on 
their posts ; to see that those gates that should 
be shut are fast and secure ; whatever he sees 
deficient or out of order to report it at his return 
to the Captain of the main guard. 

“ He is also .to sec the main guard gate shut, 
and all the keys sent up to the Captain. 

“ The Ensign of the Choultry guard, to visit all 
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the out guards in the evening about five or six 
o’clock without any attendance. He is to see the 
officers and men in good order, and fit for their 
night duty. If any be absent or out of order, he 
his at his return to report them to the Captain 
or Ensign of the main guard. 

“ He is to attend at his guard 'at 10 o’clock at 
night, to draw tout his men to receive the JBtftsign 
of the main guard when he comes /he rounds. He 
is to see his gate shut about 1 1 o’clock at night, 
and to see his guard in good orders, to send up his 
keys to the main guard, hid to report the condi- 
tion his guar/ is in. lie is also to examine all 
strangers coming overland through any of his out 
gates, as soon as he is informed of it by the Ser- 
jeant or Corporal through which gate they come ; 
to send their names and place from whence they 
came to # the Captain or Ensign of the main guard.” 

“ Serjeant and Corporal's duty . 

“ The Serjeants of the mounting Company are 
to attend the parade in the morning /with then: 
halberts in their* hands) when the di\u& beats to 
arms ; they are to size and regulate the % men 
under arms, to keep silence among the ' men, 
and to avoid talking themselves. They are to 
take their turns, one each mounting morning to 
make the Company in rank and file ; and to re- 
port to the Captaiufof the guard, and to the Ensign 
that takes the main guard, what number of men 
there are paraded. If any gone into the hospital 
he is to report them to the Captain of the main 
guard. The Serjeant, after they are detached to 
their respective guards, are not to quit their guards 
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themselves, nor to suffer the. Corporal or Private 
men to <Jo the same, without first having'itberty 
from their Ensign by whom they are detached. 
The Serjeants with their corporal are to exercise 
their men every morning on their guards, in order 
to make them, expert, against they come to be ex- 
ercised by theft* Ensigns on the Island. The Ser- 
jeantq and Corporals of both White and Black 
To'wn are to go the night rounds every hour, at- 
tended tv i tli a proper guard, from ten at niaht to 
five the next morning ; to see that the centinels 
arc alert on their posts -and to enquire what con- 
dition the guards are when they pass ; to give the 
parole to the Corporal of every guard he passeth. 
The Black Town rounds make all their reports to 
the Choultry guard ; the White Town rounds to 
make all reports to the main guard ; to deliver 
their Leaden Chop marked into the hour they be- 
gan their rounds, that the Captain of the guard 
may know if any have neglected going round in 
their turn. . 

** One -Scijcant and Corporal; each day after 
they, come off guard, are to stand orderly in their 
turns according to seniority ; their duty is to re- 
ceive at 4 o’clock the parole and other orders that 
may be issued out at the main guard that day, and 
to carry them tg the Captains and Ensigns that 
are off guard. 

“ They are to keep on exact roll of those men 
that are to sleep in the barracks that night ; as 
soon as the gw\has fired they are to begin to call 
the roll.sto report the absent^men to the Ensign of 
the main guaid ; they are to keep silence after the 
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roll is nailed. No man is to be let out after gun- 
fire afr night, except one Serjeant, one Corporal, 
and twelve men half black half white, who are to 
go from the barracks with arm9 to the Governor’s 
garden house, from thence a Serjeant and six men 
go at eleven round the suburbs ta ‘SGtT' if the 
boutiques are all shut, and that ntf disturbance is 
made in the struts through which they paspj^ to 
suppress gaming houses, t*> stop all people sus- 
pected to be running of goods. iCnd a Corporal 
and six men go the same at two. The Serjeants 
and Corporals of the out gtuirds are to lock their 
gates exactly at ten o’clock at night ; and im- 
mediately to report Che same, and the erudition 
their guards are in, to the Ensign of the Choultry ; 
as also in the morning at gun fire, after having 
opened their gates to send their report as above. 

fC The orderly Seijeant and Corporal are to see 
the barracks swept clean. # to sec that the tanks be 
filled with good sweet water, and a sufficient num- 
ber of lights at night. The barrack and hospital 
doors to be shut at ton at night, and optnefl at gun 
fire in the morning.” 

“ Exercise. 

“ The Company tl^pt comes off guard on Mon- 
day morning, to be called together by beat of drum 
about five the same evening gn the# parade against 
the main guard ; ttypre to be regulated by the 
Serjeants and to receive their powder ; from thence 
they are marched upon the Island, by two En- 
signs that are off guard ; one Ensign each Mon- 
day takes his turn according to seniority'to give 
the word of command to exercise the Company ; 
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beginning with the manual exercise, so to the evolu- 
tions and plattoon, or any other different tiring as 
he shall see most convenient ; the men are to 
keep a profound silence, to hearken diligently to 
the word of command, arid to perform all their mo- 
tions wit'fr'lifetogether. No officer is to give any 
or<|ers on the Island, but him whose turn it is to 
e$ere ; se the men. 

“ Mounting. the Companies is in this manner ; 
that Company that comes off guard one morning 
mounts in the White Town next day, and the day 
after mounts in the Black Town, and the next day 
comes off' again ; so that two companies are con- 
tinually on guard and one off* alternately.” 

This year the coolies appear to have struck and 
deserted for more pay. We extract the official 
entry. 

“ Monday, 8th June, 1741. The ^President 
acquaints the Board thr.t some days ago all the 
bamboo coolies, bag coolies, head coolies, and 
back coolies, had left the bounds ; upon which he 
sent touiem to know the reason, and why they 
run away without first applying to him to ac- 
quaint him what were their complaints. They re- 
turned him an answer, that /they could not main- 
tain themselves and families for the hire which they 
were paid, and refused to return till that was in- 
creased. The President thm ordered their fa- 
milies to be turned out of Town ; and upon 
that they thought fit to desire leave to come in 
again ; and having since delivered him their peti- 
tions setting forth their grievances, the enquiry in- 
to which would be very tedious at the Board ; — 
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Messrs. Morse and Monson were appointed a 
Committee, to examine into the matter thereof, and 
report to the Board if it be reasonable to allow 
them any and what relief. 

The report was not made till the 21st of De- 
cember, when it was agredll to allow tU^oilbwing 
rates for the Company’s goods. 

“ From the Qentoo jpagoda in the Black Town to 

Granary on the Island, for ev^ry garce of rice awd F ' 3 . 


]>addy 20 

From Middle gate point to the said Granary.. 44 

From the Gentoo pagoda or further in the Black 

Town to the godown by the School 10 

From Middle gate point to the said godown 7 

From the Seaside to the Inclosure of the Island, 
for every boat load of goods, wares, and stores... 3 
From the Seaside to the godowns in the White 

Town, each boat load 2 

For carrying cloth from the merchant's godowns to 
the sorting godown, and attendance there each 
cooly pel* day 1 


The following curious consultation upon the im- 
policy of permitting any of the Mussulman inha- 
bitants to be sold ds slaves, is well worthy % of pre- 
servation. ° 

“ Tuesday, 30th June, 1741. The President 
acquaints the Board, ^Jiat a Moor boy having been 
stole out of the country, and sold to a Captain of 
a ship, who had sent him on .board, he had somo 
trouble in getting hiip on shore ; that the Nabob’s 
Moollah, or priest, had interested himself much in 
this affair, which gave the President reason to ap- 
prehend that this practice of sending off the 
children of the Moors, % or any others of the Ma- 
homedan sect, might sometime or other involve 
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us in troubles with the country Government ; and 
therefore proposed that an order should be made 
prohibiting the buying or selling them in this 
place. 

'* If we are rightly informed, it is one of our 
’ agreeraedis' "mth the Government in Bengal, that 
we will not semi away as slaves any of the Natives ; 
apifctC there be no such agreement between us and 
the Mtoors in jdtis province, it is possible that we 
were first settled here when the Gentoos were 
lords of the country. But however that be, as 
such prohibition cannot be attended with any pre- 
judice to the Company, and may prevent any occa- 
sion for dispute upon that account in future ; — the 
Secretary is directed to give public notice of such 
prohibition, by affixing an order at the usual 
places ; that from henceforth no Moors, or any 
others of the Mahometan rffligion, be fought or 
sold in this town of Madras, or in the districts 
thereof.” 

The strike for higher pay was not confined to 
the cooties already mentioned, as may be seen by 
the following entry. 

“ Monday, 28th September, 1741. The Sca- 
venger acquaints the Board, that the Parrialis in 
that service under him, had for sometime been very 
pressing for an' increase of pay, and now absolute- 
ly refuse to continue any longer in it for twenty fa- 
nams a month ; urging as their reason the hard- 
ship of their duty, and that they can earn thirty 
fanams a month each at many easier services. 
He adtfe that upon inquiring what would satisfy 
them, they for a long time insisted, *pn twenty 
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fire fanama a mqnth each ; but at length agreed 
to continue in the service, if the head *Parriah 
among them be allowed twenty-four, and the rest 
twenty-two fanama a month each, which is ordered 
to be paid them.” , 

Towards the latter part of the yefifVhe family 
of Subder Ali, Nabob of Arcof, visited Bkck 
Town, and were* courteously and respectfully Re- 
ceived by the Governor aad Council of hurt St. 
George. The object of this visit was to persuade 
the Nizam, who had large claims against the Na- 
bob, that the latter was very poor and bent upon 
a pilgrimage tg^Mecca. Accordingly Subder Ali 
paid more than one visit to Madras, as a proof of 
the reality of his intentions. Many presents were 
of course made to the Nabob’s family, but these 
it will be unnecessary to detail. The following 
narrative*whicli the Governor and Council of Fort 
St. George sent home to» the Court of Directors, 
will furnish a sufficient account, of the pro- 
ceedings.' , 

“ The 21st at midnight the Nabob 1- sent into 
Town his mother, his lady, and his son, wKo is 
about four years old. Their female attendants 
are very numerous, which has given us much trou- 
ble to find room for them. We sent our Polligor 
with two hundred peons and our* country music 
to meet them at Triplicane. The guard which the 
Nabob sent with them returned back from thence, 
except about twenty horse that came into town 
with them. The Nabob having Sent notice that 
h,e intended to come into Town next afternoon, 
Mr. Monson and Captain Holland, the Polligar 
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with two hundred peons and our country music 
met him at the edge of the bounds. When he 
came to Triplicane Bridge, he stopped there*and 
sent all his force back to St. Thomrf, except about 
thirty Jf&^se and one hundred peons ; but he was 
met by man$-» thousands of our inhabitants who 
atttmaed him from Triplicane to the foot of the 
Island Bridge. The Governor, ’attended by the 
Council and -.most of*'the European inhabitants, 
met him at the Fort Gate, when the guns from the 
ramparts began to fire -/and we conducted him up 
to the Consultation Boom, where after having 
stayed about half an hour, we waited upon him 
again to the Fort Gate, and he proceeded to the 
House which was prepared for his reception in the 
Black Town. The Fort had saluted him with 
Sixty-one guns and the four Europe ships with 
twenty-one each. The French fired twenty- one 
more when lie reached h?a own house. The next 
morning the Governor sent him the usual present 
of provisions, and as he brought in several great 
pen with him, it was also necessary to send some 
to them. Some was likewise sent to his family 
when they came in. In the afternoon the Presi- 
dent with the Council and the Captain of the 
Guard, waited upon the Nabob at his own house, 
and stayed witfi him the best part of an hour. As 
.all that passed was public? and the Nabob has 
not yet proposed a private interview*, ifre cannot 
yet advise your Honors where he designs to go 
from hence. Mcer Assad did not come in ' here, 
but set out for the army alsout half an hour before 
the Nabob came from St, Thom<5, The President 
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has wrote lum a letter to express his concern that 
he could not have the pleasure of seeing him. 
Imaiun Sahib’s children being still in Town, sent 
a compliment to the Nabob with one hundred and 
one gold inohurs, in a silver fillagrec bandaja. The 
Nabob said it was too much, only toc^One 'of the 
gold mohurs, and sent them word he would 
come and see them before he went out of Twn. 
The Governor of the towns* to the jNorthwira of 
this place that are under this province, come in 
daily to pay their respects to him. It is a great 
concern to us that we were*not better prepared for 
his reception and accommodation ; but he makes 
it as easy to usT as Tic can, having very fevs of his 
own attendants with him, and they extremely 
quiet.” 

We now return to the case of the three Shroffs, 
who had been condemned to transportation to the 
Company s settlements *on the West Coast of 
Sumatra. Wo need not remind our readers of the 
horror with which the natives generally regard the 
“ black water” ; and the castes to which tne three 
Shroffs belonged, were naturally prepared to m&k? 
great sacrifices to prevent the sentence of trans- 
portation front being juried into effect. The fol- 
lowing eutries in the Consultation books in refer- 
ence to this subject will explain themselves. 

“ Monday, 18th January, 1742. Ball Chetty 
and Tomhv Chetty, with some others of the 
Bight and Left Hand caste, attending the Board,, 
request that the Company’s Shroff and the two 
bazaar Shroffs may not,be sent to the West Coast, 
but that such sentence might be changed to their 
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being banished the place ; in consideration of 
which favour they would pay as a fine to the Com- 
pany 2600 pagodas for the Company's Shroff, and 
2600 for the two bazaar Shroffs ; what had been 
seized -to be delivered thfim up. The case of the 
two lastbeT&g considered, and that how bad soever 
their intentions were, they had been prevent- 
ed doing much ill The fihe of 2600 pago- 
das was accepted for them, but upon condition it 
be paid in one month ; that they remain till then 
in the Choultry, and afterwards be turned out of 
the bounds never to return. But with regard to 
the Company’s Shroff, his crime js®s looked upon 
as too ‘heinous ; and as so many* of the inhabitants 
had suffered by his villany, to whom we could not 
propose to make any satisfaction that would be 
near their loss ; — it was thought most prudent to 
reject the fine for him, and to send him to the 
West Coast by the first fahip, as the best means to 
prevent all clamour and reflections.” 

Four 0 months afterwards, active preparations were 
made for shipping off the unfortunate Company's 
Shroff to the West Coast, when a further attempt 
was made to save him. The matter is sufficiently 
explained in the following ertry. 

“Uriday, 21st May, 1742. The Board being 
informed that the heads of the Bight and Left 
■Hand pastes were attending,' they were called in, 
and Acquainted the Board ; that as we had refused 
the offer they made the 18th January last- in ex- 
cuse tl\p late Shroff Vishvinada from being sent to 
the West Coast ; and apprehending that we in- 
tended; to send him thither on the “ Princess 
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Augusta,” which was shortly to sail thither ; — 
they were come again to intercede in hitf behalf j 
and urged that the sending him to the West Coast 
would be sending hipi to certain death ; and though 
they had no reason to have any consideration for 
him, yet a compassion for his family?* which was 
very numerous, had prevailed with them to solicit 
us again ; and having before they came coruidejed 
of what proposals to make*to us, ttyiy took leave to 
represent to ns, that the streets in the Black Town 
were in so bad a conditio^ that it was become a 
great nuisance to the inhabitants in general, and 
to put them proper order would cost a great 
deal of money, and to levy it by any tax apon the 
inhabitants might create great uneasiness ; and 
therefore they had agreed upon condition that what 
we had seized of the Shroffs should be delivered 
up to them, and the said Shroff excused from 
going to the West Coast, to offer us 3,500 pago- 
das ; and proposed withall that the said sum should 
be applied towards putting the street^ of the 
Black Town in proper order, repairing the bridges, 
and such other necessary public works as* the 
Board should think fit. 

“ The castes beirg withdrawn, the Board took 
into consideration what the castes proposed relat- 
ing to the money and the* application of it.' It 
was observed thaPthe sum of 2,500 pagodas, 
which the Bazaar Shroffs had been fined, had been 
applied towards making good the loss the Com- 
pany had sustained by the bud mdney ; also that 
more than ample amends would be' made we Com- 
pany by the duty arising from the coinage of the 
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new money ; and that no satisfaction had yet been 
made the inhabitants for what they had suffered. 
But considering that the sum now offered is as we 
compute far short of what they lost by the bad 
money j though it may bg difficult to. get at any 
particular'Tteeount of what each person suffered, 
to be depended upon so far as to make a just and 
equaN^lividend among them ; considering also 
that since the Moors had been in Town, the streets 
are become exceeding dirty and iilthy, and that 
the bridges are much worn and out of repair by 
the number of Hackaries and other carriages 
which are continually passing overjhcm, and that 
the Scavenger’s duty and the surplus of the Town 
duty is not sufficient to keep them in proper or- 
der, much less to be at any extraordinary ex- 
pense ; and as we can think of no other means to 
give the sufferers any satisfaction, and >ve flatter 
ourselves they will be so a out en ted with this as to 
prevent any reflection upon the Company or us. 
It is agreed to comply with the proposal of the 
castes ; who being called in were acquainted 
therewith, and having promised to pay the money 
in two months.” 

The following entry respecting the powder man- 
ufactory, and the difficulty of getting the natives 
to work in it, will be <found worthy of notice. 

4 ‘ Wednesday, 17th March, ol 742. The stamps 
at the powder house having blown up some months 
ago, by which accident several persons were killed 
and others wounded ; and as there is-always great 
difficulty in getting coolies4o work in the powder 
house,Jjhe Board thought proper to make some 
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allowance to those who were wounded, and to the 
families of those who wea*e killed. 

ef Agreed also to allow the powder maker one 
pagoda per candy more for making the powder, to 
enable him to allow his coolies a better pay ; 
which it* is hoped will prevent our Being under a 
necessity of forcing them to work in the ponder 
house, which ha? been a method too often^ tak^n 
more especially since the lafe accidents.” 
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to look about the country for the mate, had se- 
cured him and were bringing him to St. Thomd, 
lie went thither to receive him from them ; thnt 
it having been repeatedly affirmed to him (the Cap- 
tain), by many of the , people belonging to the 
ship, that' the said mate (Theodosio Martins) had 
lo^t the ship on purpose, in combination with 
other persons on board, and at Che instigation of 
some of liis (the Crptain’s) enemies at Macao, 
— in resentment of the injuries lie had suffered 
thereby (having lost his all), and of the trouble 
and charge he had been at about the said mate, he 
had, upon his meeting him near St. Thoind, or- 
dered <his Coffrees to cut the mate’s ears ; .nor did 
he design any thing more by ordering him to be 
whipped, than to make him confess upon what in- 
ducement, or at whose instigation, He -run the 
ship ashore. 

“ The Captain, having finished what he had to' 
say, was remanded back to his lodgings in the 
Fort, an/l then the Board adjourned.” 

“Thursday, 3rd June, 174-2. The several 
depositions oi‘ Tlieodosio Martins, Manoel Roucha 
Fiementel, Manoel Ignatio, Badro Jacinto de Al- 
meida, and Francisco Beixto., were now delivered 
in, and sworn to before the Board ; and translates . 
of the same beiftg read as entered hereafter, and the 
witnesses and others withdrawn, the Board took 
consideration how to proceed in this affair. — And 
there being no dcubt whether the mate’s cars were 
cut at St. Thofne, and there is no proof that they 
were not (the Coffrees who- executed the Captain’s 
orders- being fled or not Lo be found); — it was 



— 43.1 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 



made a question whether, notwithstanding the 
Charter give us power to try all crimes and pffences 
committed within our town, or within ten miles of 
the same, yet if this fact was perpetrated in the ter- 
ritories, and under the jurisdiction of another prince, 
and the offender as well as the offended being sub- 
jects of the King of Portugal, it was not ground |or 
an objection to oar authority and might be the oc- 
casion of some complaint jin Europe. Auoiliflr 
doubt was, whether if the fact had oeen commit- 
ted, or was cognisable here, it was properly Mai- 
hem. If it was, we recollfect no trial upon the 
statute of the 22ikI and 23rd of Charles the Se- 
cond, except iirat‘*TTf w Cokc and Woodburne,* which, 
was a very particular and extraordinary case. Be- 
sides that some of our Law books say, that cutting 
off the oar is no Maihem quia latens ; and for that 
offence an indictment may be at the sessions. But 
besides what has been sni<ibefore, if we should keep 
the Captain here to try him for the assault, and in 
consequence thereof the Court should think fit to 
fine him, it is uncertain how long he # wt>ukl re- 
main in prison before he would be able to pay*it ; 
having been supported by charity ever since his 
being here. It was^ agreed upon the whole to 
transmit the affidavits, with a state of the case to 
the Governor of Macao ; an^l that the President 
be desired to procure# the said Captain a passage 
on the * Sancta Catharina, 9 that is shortly bound 
thither, and to detain him in custody till he goes 
off ” 

The depositions of tyo of the ivitnesses^are suf- 
ficiently curious to be worthy of extract ; accord- 
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ingly we print them exactly as they appear in the 
consultation books. 

“ By order of the Honourable the Governor, 
I, Notary public and Scrivener for the Roman 
Catholics of this city, ha^e received the deposition 
of Theodosio Martins, mate of the ship that was 
lost of Captain Elias Manoel Graces ; the said 
riyite declared that he, haring reBed on some per- 
sons at Ginje/. who promised to help him with 
means to get awfly from this coast, the deponent 
resolved thereupon to come to St. Thome, and 
brought in his company another man named 
Estevao ; and being come at a villa ge on the other 
side of St. Thom£ called Trivahboor, the said 
Estevao left him and went to an arrack shop ; and 
that the said mate remained there waiting for him. 
In the meanwhile arrived one named Pmilo, to- 
gether with whom he proceeded a little distance on 
their way towards a ehiultry, in order to shelter 
themselves from the rain. There were some Ma- 
labars, jtogethcT with one that had a military coat 
and grenadier’s cap on. The deponent coming 
out from that place, the said Malabars assaulted 
and seized the said mate fast, and brought him 
hither ; Paulo and Estevao-, separated from them 
taking the road to St. Thome. Wednesday the 30th 
of May, betweeh 2 and 3 o’clock after midnight, 
they delivered him to the Captain at his house ; 
who kept the deponent bound as he was until the 
morning of the next day, being Thursday, when 
he put |iim in Irons ; and Friday the 1st instant 
about 9 and 10 o’clock in, the morning he was 
fastened to a ladder, and whipped by a Cofifrec ; 
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which being done, another Coffree named Ven- 
tura was ordered to cut the deponent’s ear.** off, and 
that Manoel Ignacio being sent for the Captain 
ordered him to cure them. To all that contains 
herein, the said mate has already taken his oath in 
the presence of his honour. In truth whercof*he 
lias signed this as witnessed by me, Madrasjyita- 
nam, 4th Jun* 1743, N S. Frano. de Secure. 
Peixoto, Notary Public. 

“ Theodosto* Martins/’ 

“ By order of the Honorable the Governor, I, 
Notary Public and Scrtvener for the Homan 
Catholics of this city, have received the deposition 
of Manoel PocTuVTiementel, of what he kivnv con- 
cerning the case that happened between Captain 
Klias Manoel Graces and his mate, Theodosio 
Martins, bo 4 h inhabitants of the city of Macao ; 
and the gaid Manoel Itoclia Piemen tel deposes, that 
on Friday the first instffit, about 2 o’clock in the 
morning, lie awaked with the tumult of the mate’s 
coining in ; and hearing of his arrival the depon- 
ent went to the pfacc where the mate waft,%nd from 
a distance he saluted him, saying that he was^glad 
of his arrival ; and that in the same moment the 
deponent went to re^jt again without making any 
further reflection. And in the morning, being day- 
light, lie awoke with the noise ofr the whips that 
the Captain was giving the mate ; and going to 
the place of execution lie saw the said mate with- 
out ears ; and on his asking the Cofirees, they told 
him that they had been cut out of tt#c districts of St. 
Thome, where the saic^ Captain went to taUe charge 
of the said mate ; and to all that contains herein. 
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the deponent declares to have taken his oath in the 
presencutof liia Honour. In truth whereof lie has 
sigued this as witnessed by me, Madraspatauain, 
4th June 1742, N.S. 

MANOEL ^ItOCIlA PlEMENTEL.” 

T^he following curious notices of the arrival of 
an r Ambassador from tjie Xerif of Mecca explain 
themselves. r 

‘ * Thursday, 12th August, 1742. Arrived ship 
* Benvon , 9 Captain ltobert Baillie, from Judda ; 
with one Shaik Ibrahim a passenger, aiul sent as 
Ambassador from the Xerif.” 

“ Monday, 10th August 1742 The President 
acquaints the Board, that having been informed 
upon the landing of the Judda Ambassador, it was 
customary and proper to make him a present of 
some provisions, he had mused to be sent him the 
several tilings mentioned in the list now produced, 
and entered hereafter, which is approved; audit 
is further agreed, that a house be found him at the 
Company’s charge during his stay here, which it is 
thought will be but short.” 

€i List, of provisions sent to the Ambassador of the 
Xerif of Mecca, on his landing here from Judda 
the 13th August. * 


Fine rice 

30 

Mar cals. 

Coarse rice ,, 

60 

do. 

Horae gram ... 


do. 

Gram 


do. 

Ohafe. 

3 

Dappers. 

Sugar .. 

?. l 

Candy. 

Sugar candy. 

1 5 

M bunds. 
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Sheep 

Fowls . 

White C«i>« and Saucers 

Dishes 

Half dishes 

Plates .... # 

Greens 

Pepper 

Onions...,. 

Garlic 

Cloves, Mace and Cimi.ution 

Fire- wood 

Boiled nuts 

Nuts 

Beetle * .. 

Cardamums 

Gunncy bags 

Cooly liire .. 


20 

50 

20 

12 

Pi 

50 


4 

Visa. 

20 

do. 

4 

«• 

do. 

1000 

Sticks. 

10 

150 

Polliuns 

6 

30 

Bundles 


The value of the forgoing- amounted to pagodas 
93, fanams 20, and cash 54. 

The following letter f^om Mr. Foxall the Mint 
Master to the Governor in Council of Fort St. 
George, is interesting so far as it furnishes a clear 
account of the process of coining inofisy in the 
Madras Mint a hundred and twenty years ago. 

“ Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

€t It is a great concern to me to observe by an 
extract of the General letter from England, that 
the Honorable Company should have the least 
shadow of reason t% suspect that I have been any 
way negligent in my duty towards them ; for I do 
assure your Honors, that 1 have at all times used 
my utmost care and diligence, as # much # as in ine 
lay, to keep the xn^itera to their weight and 
standard in all the moneys that have been coined 
since my time ; and that I never discovered any 
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attcmpt to adulterate the coin, but in the affair of 
llangum with which 1 took care to acquaint this 
Honorable Board. 

" The method of coinage in the Tower of Lon- 
don, differs much from wlmt is used here ; it being 
impossible to adulterate the gold and silver there, 
after the Assay Master has tried them, being cast 
info bars, before the assays are taken. Those bars 
afterwards run through flatting mills, the money 
cut out with an engine, milled and stamped, but 
no more melted. The constant method here has 
been, first to melt the gold or silver, and break it 
into small grains or powder ; the muster is taken 
by the Assay Master ; after which' (if of the proper 
standard, the grains or powder is distributed among 
a great number of coolies in several work-houses 
or godowns : who weigh every rupee and pagoda 
separate, and afterwards deliver them ,t-o other 
coolies to melt. Diftereiht persons receive them to 
flat, and others to stamp. By which method of 
working^your Honors must be very sensible, that 
if it was hot for some confidence which must be 
put'in the undertakers, and the fear of punishment 
in such as should be detected, my utmost care and 
vigilance could not prevent from adulterations. 
The only check upon them, and what I frequently 
make use of after the<first trial, is to take musters 
of their moneys in their presence to assay after it 
is finished, to let them see I have a watchful eye 
over them. 

What I have already said, with the present 
flourishing state of the mipt, will I humbly hope 
induce my Honorable Masters to believe that I 
have not been any way negligent in my duty hi- 
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therto, and shall take my utmost care that they 
have no cause of complaint in future.” 

I am, 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

Sidney 

Fort St. Georgfe, 16th August 1742.” 

The dreadful diseases which occasionally broke 
out amongst ships’ crews in the Olden Time, may 
be gathered from the following entry. 

“ Wednesday, 15th September 1 742. The Pre- 
sident communictTTes to the Board a letter he re- 
ceived last night from Captain Bookey of the 
‘ Shaftsbury,’ advising that he anchored in twelve 
.fathoms water the 13th instant at seven in the 
morning, five leagues to the northward of Pulicat, 
but could not possibly sveigh his anchor again be- 
fore he received assistance, having buried twenty- 
two hands in the passage, and sixty-five were so 
ill that they were of no use to the shi}). * He ad- 
ded that on the receipt of the said letter, he had 
given order for getting ready a supply of oxen, 
sheep, greens, watijf, limes and other necessary 
provisions ; and thought it proper, with the 
Board’s approbation to send eighty hands of the 
Gunroom Crew to* assist in bringing the ship 
hither ; that Captain Wajfr’s long boat would be 
ready to set out with a part of the hands and pro- 
visions this morning ; and the rest might follow 
in the afternoon on a # couutry boat he had ordered 
to be engaged for that service.” 

85 
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Our next entry is very suggestive. 

“ Wednesday, 6th October, 1742. Some of the 
Military having been guilty of such disorders and 
irregularities as make it proper to change their 
quarters, it is agreed to semi them on the ‘ Shafts- 
bniy* to the Bay, where they may perhaps behave 
better.” 

We now enter upon the entries in the records 
which refer to that tragical event in the history of 
Vellore, known as the assassination of Subder Ali. 
All lovers of tlie graphic narrative of old Orme, 
will be sufficiently familiar with the details of this 
conspiracy, which forms so striking. cn illustration 
of the bR>od-thirsty character of Native rule ; but 
still a brief outline of the facts may not be unac- 
ceptable to the general reader. 

For thirty years the musnud of the Carna- 
tic had been occupied in succession Ly the 
Newayeteh Nabobs* — Sau’atullah Khan, Post Ali, 
and Subder Ali. Dost Ali however had taken ad- 
vantage of- the convulsions of the empire to with- 
hold, the revenues due to the Nizam. His son 
Subder Ali was therefore in mortal fear of incur- 


* The Newayets, or “ new comers,” were originally 
Arabs, who about the end of the first century after the 
time of Mahomed (i. e about A. D. 700) migrated 
from Arabia to India, to escaper from the cruelties of 
the then Governor of Irak. These exiles were rich and 
respectable, and belonging to the famous family of Ha- 
shem. One party landed on the coast of Malabar and 
were called NeWayets ; others landed on the coast of 
Coromandel and were called Luhbiea. The Lubbiea pre- 
tend to one common origin witn the Newayets, and at- 
tribute their black complexion to intermarriage with 
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ring the Nizam’s resentment. He had, as we 
have seen, despatched the women an<V children 
of his family to Madras ; and he no longer kept 
his court in the open and defencless city of Arcot, 
but took up his residence in the famous citadel 
at Vellore. Meantime, an assessment had been 
levied from all the towns and forts in the Caritatic, 
in order to discharge the ransom due to the 
Mahrattas. At that time the richest fief subject to 
the Nabobship of Arcot, was that of Vellore, 
where the. Nabob was staying. The Governor of 
Vellore was Modes Ali. This man was a relative 
to Subder Ali ^ he had also married Subdcr Ali’s 
sister ; and these” circumstances, combined with 
the reception he was giving to the Nabob at Vel- 
lore, induced him to believe that he ought to be 
excused from paying his share of the ransom due 
to the Mahrattas. If however Mortez Ali had 
been permitted to esi«pe, other Governors of 
other forts would have refused to pay up. Accord- 
ingly, Subder Ali insisted upon the emota being 
paid* by Mortez Ali, and threatened to* dispossess 
him of the government of Vellore if he continued 
to keep back the money. Accordingly Mortez Ali 
— — — - - -■■■ — 

the Natives. The Newayets however affirm that the 
Lubbies are the descendants £>i thdir domestic slaves ; 
and certainly the pligpiognomy, stature, and form of the 
Lubbies, present a strong resemblance to the Natives of 
Abyssinia. The Newayets of the westeVn coast preserv- 
ed the purity of their original blood, by systematically 
avoiding intermarriage with the Indians, and even with 
the highest Mussulman families, for many cdhturies af- 
ter the establishment bf the Mussulman dynasties of 
Dekkan. gee Wilks, Yol, 1. p. 242, 
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then resolved of putting to ' death his brother-in- 
law. 

The great festival of the Mohorrum took place in 
-the beginning of October 1742. The army of the 
Nabob was encamped without Vellore ; but Sub- 
der Ali was attended within the fort by a body of 
guards and a numerous retinue. On the 2nd of 
October, which that year was the {jreat day of the 
festival, the Nabob’s servants asked permission to 
celebrate the feast in their own families ; and 
Subder Ali accordingly, gave leave to all his re- 
tinue and guards, excepting four persons only. 
On that very evening his provisions were poi- 
soned. <* The Nabob felt the effects of the poison, 
but overcame them ; and having no suspicion that 
his sufferings had arisen from any but natural 
causes, he retired to rest as usual. Meantime, 
Mortez Ali had found an assassin who* would 
make all sure. A Potato, whose wife had been 
outraged by Subder Ali, joyfully accepted the com- 
mission. .He engaged some Abyssinian slaves, 
and led them at midnight to the apartment of the 
Nabob. The few servants sleeping there were 
overpowered at once. The Nabob was awakened 
by the noise, and endeavoured .to escape through 
the window ; but the Patan rushed upon him, and 
after upbraiding 1 him v. ith his adultery put him to 
death with several stabs of liiW dagger. The ex- 
citement caused by this event, and the circum- 
stances immediately following it, may be gathered 
from the, pfficiar records of the time, which we now 
place before our readers. 

" Wednesday, 6th October, 1712. The President 
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acquaints the Board, that he was waked at 2 
o’clock yesterday morning by an express from the 
Havildar of Poonamallee, advising that the Nabob 
had been murdered in Vellore Fort by the Killedar 
Mortez Ali Khan, who hpd also imprisoned Meer 
Assad and Boocunjee Coshedos, the first his chief 
minister, the other his shroff ; and as it might * be 
apprehended su£h an event would be followed J>y 
great commotions in the country, anc| f that the troops 
might disperse themselves about the province and 
plunder it ; as soon as it, was day light, he (the 
President) had given orders to double the guards, 
and all our people ^to be upon duty ; and particu- 
larly that no Moores horse should enter thte Town 
or pass the Mettahs without particular leave. 
These orders alarmed the Nabob’s family at Black 
Town, who sent several messages to enquire the 
reason o( them, and if any advices were come in 
from the Country ; but Jtobody cared to tell them 
the news till about 12 at noon, when they were 
advised of it by letters from the Dewan # o£ Vellore. 
About the same time Kistnajee Puntaloo received 
a letter from Mahomed Khan J alouze, a command- 
er of 2000 horses at Arcot ; who only wrote that 
the Nabob had been killed by Mortez Ali Khan. 
This last also wrote a letter to Kistnajee Puntaloo, 
and enclosed in it one to tfie President ; trans- 
late of which, and tlfe answer thereto, is entered 
hereafter.” 

“ From Nabob Mortez Ali Khan Bahauder, Killedar 

of Vellore .” 

“ 1 believe you are informed of what has passed 
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here. You may be easy in your mind, and lake 
care of i your business and Government. I shall 
be at Arcot very shortly and settle the country. 
What I can say more ?” 

“ To Nabob Mortez Ali Khan Bahauder, from Go- 
vernor Benyon .” 

“ By the receipt of your letter I observe what 
htfs passed. Whatever God pleases to appoint 
must happen. * You write me to be easy in my 
mind, and the receipt of your letter made it so. I 
wish God may settle all things for the best.” 

Twelve days after the receipt of the very short 
letter qf Mortez Ali, and the dispatch of the equal- 
ly short reply of the Governor Benyon, the follow- 
ing letter from the Vakeel in the Nabob’s camp 
was received at Port St. George, describing the 
entry of Mortez Ali into Arcot. 

“From the Vakeel in the tamp, received 18 th October 

1742 .” 

“ Onityiday the 15 th instant^about nine o’clock 
in tjie morning, Nabob Gulam Mortez Ali Khan 
set out from Vellore in a palankeen, accompanied 
by Nabob Herasut Khan, and other great men. 
They first encamped at llerssutpore, a piace very 
near Arcot in tjie way from Vellore ; where after 
they had rested themselves a little time, they 
mounted their elephants. ''Nabob Mortez Ali 
Khan, and Nabob Hussain Khan Tahir, son of 
Ahmud Tahir, both sat together in one castle up- 
on an elephant. Herasut Khan, Jienadeen Ali 
Khan, and Hussain Taman Shan, the brother-in- 
law of Mortez Ali Khan sat themselves upon an- 
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other ; and in like mauner each nobleman of the 
province, as Cauder Hussain Khan, Hvdefl* Yaur 
Khan, Anwaradeen Khan, Sadatmund Khan, 8tc. 
rode upon an elephant, and followed Mortez All 
Khan into the city of Aftot, with a great army 
and the beat of noubat. They first went to a mosque 
commonly called Teehoo Sahib’s tomb ; where 
when they had finished their prayers, they went 
directly with great ceremony into tile great house 
of State, commonly called here the King’s palace, 
where they placed Mortcv. Ali Khan upon the 
inusnud ; which is a square place in the hall right- 
ly adorned, wlwre -the Subah of the province al- 
ways sits ; and then lierasut Khan, llussain 
Khan Tahir, Cauder llussain Khan, Jiena- 
deen Ali Khan, Duda Sahib of Covelong, Hyder 
Yaur Khan, Sadatmund Khan, Anwaradeen 
Khan, Hassan Jaman JChan, Hyder Dil Khan, 
and several other Khans, Kclledars, Mansub- 
dars, Jamadars, and other officers of State, 
paid their compliments to him, and presentM to him 
gold rupees, with the accustomed ceremony ob- 
served to the Nabob ; when noubat was beat 
three several times, and Mortez Ali Khan proclaim- 
ed Subah and Nabob dT the province. The fort guus 
were then fired, and the artillery and other 
small arms discharged upon that occasion. 
The Nabob gave all the abovementioned Gentle- 
men beetlenut and rose water, and sent them 
to their respective lodgings. A little while after 
this great ceremony was finished, whi«sh was 
about five o’clock that Afternoon, Mahomud Khan, 
j Kelledar of Timery, came to Arcot and Went to 
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Russian Khan Tahir, who introduced him to the 
Nabob, 1 to whom he paid his compliments, made 
him the accustomary present of gold rupees, re- 
ceived rose water and beetlenut from him, and re- 
turned to his place Tiraery immediately.” 

Meer Assad is still under confinement in Vel- 
lore. 

The Nabob, before he came out of Vellore, ap- 
pointed Bau&er Sahib and Sidee Sahib to take 
care of the Fort as his deputies. 

“ It is reported here that Moorari Row, Viceroy 
of Tricliinopoly, upon hearing JJie dpath of Nabob 
Subdefr Ali Khan, sent a part of his army towards 
Wallingondaporuin ; who plundered and destroyed 
a great many towns and villages between that 
place and Tiagngud, and carried great store of 
booty from hence. 

“ Boma Rajah, and aft the Poligars about Vel- 
lore, Amee, &c., sent a part of their foot under the 
commafid* of some of their officers, to attend the 
Nabob from Vellore to *Arcot, and they were ac- 
cordingly in his train. 

“ Ali Nakey Khan, son of Takiah Sahib or the 
nephew of the deceased Nabob, who was wounded 
when they murdered Jus uncle, has got the liberty 
to go to Chinnapatnam, awl is now in the way 
thither. They say that Buda Sahib will also get 
liberty in a day or two to go to Chinnapatnam.*' 

Turjning away from these State affairs at 
Arcot we again take up *the thread of domestic 
events at Madras. 
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The following petition requires no introduction. 
“ The humble petition of the merchants and others, 
inhabitants of Madraspatnam, whose houses 
were pulled down ou the approach of the Mah- 
. rattas. 

Sheweth, — That when the Mahrattas invaded 
and plundered this province, and this place? was 
apprehended fb be in danger from them, jour 
petitioners’ houses which «tood near the walls of 
the Black Town, were ordered to be pulled down, 
and are on account of th^ ground and bricks taken 
belonging to each person. But your petitioners 
have received no satisfaction yet for the losses they 
suffered thereby." Some of the said houses were 
two stories high, some were terraced and others 
boarded within, the workmanship of which cost a 
considerable deal of money ; and grouud was 
bought jiy your petitioners at 2 pagodas. If, and 
la pagodas per foot ; the bricks cost one pagoda 
per 1000, besides the hire of oxen to carry them. 

“ Tour petitioners have taken the fiberty to 
mention these particulars to your Honors ; and 
leave their case to your serious consideration ; 
humbly entreating that out of your known regard 
to the interest and s happiuess of the inhabitants 
of this place, you would be pleased to order your 
petitioners’ payment as it shall appear reasonable 
to you.” 

The matter had already formed the subject of an 
enquiry by a Committee, and full compensation 
granted to the inhabitants for the towns destroyed. 
Of course they had as^ed for about three times the 
proper amount of compensation ; the ground be- 

86 
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ing no where worth more than 13 Panama per foot. 
However »that matter was all settled by the Com- 
mittee. 

Meantime, public affairs at Arcot had' under- 
gone another phase. Mo$cz Ali found the whole 
army against him. The officers had engaged to 
support the cause of the family of Subder Ali, and 
officers and soldiers demanded iinrifedinte payment 
of the whole of the arrears due. Mortez Ali could 
not face the storm. Accordingly he disguised 
himself in a woman’s drqss, and at night escaped 
from Arcot in a covered palanquin, anti fortunately 
for him reached his fort at Veil we jyithout inter- 
ruption.* 

Immediately after the flight of Mortez Ali was 
discovered, the array placed the young son of Sub- 
tler Ali, named Mahomed Seiad Khan, npon the 
throne of the Carnatic. Full particulars' erf the 
grants which Governor B§nyou obtained from the 
young Nabob on his accession will be found in the 
follow ing*wtracts from the records. 

"/Thursday, 22nd December, 1 742. The Presi- 
dent acquainting the Board that he is just now in- 
formed tire young Nabob Mahomed Seiad Khan 
is to be set upon his muanud^his morning, that he 
ought to make bis compliments upon the occasion, 
and that forty-one gold mohuys will be a proper 
offering, the Board consented to the same.” 

" Tuesday, llth January, 1743. The President 
lays befqre the Board the originals and translates 
of the five following Firman^, under the seal of the 
young Nabob, viz. 
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1st. Grant of the villages of Emavore, Saudian 
Copang, Vepery, Perambore, and Poodoopauck. 
2nd. A grant of the liberty of coining Arcot rupees 
and pagodas, according to the usage and prac- 
tice of Country roint^ 

3rd. Por lessening the duties on sundry goods 
brought in and carried out of ChindadrepeCtah, 
and for taking off entirely the duties on oilier 
goods as per account thereof entered hei'eafter. 
4th. A grant of one adda on every Collum of pad- 
dy produced in the countries of Poonamallee, 
Manincongalom, Peddapollum, and Perembauk, 
to he applied to the maintenance of the Pagodas 
at Cliindatfrepcftah. 

5 th. A grant of the village of Cadapauck to 
Andiapah Naick. 

Ordered that the translates be entered hereafter, 
and theoriginals deposited with the other Firmans. 

1st grant of the five villages. 
Translate of a Suunud wider the seal of Nabob 
Sadutalla Khhn JiaJtauder, Soobahe of Arcot, 
dated the 4 th November 1742. 

“ To the Mutsaddys of the country of Poonamallee 
and Sircar of Trip^sore, belonging to the Carna- 
tic of Golpondah'and to their successors.” 

“ Be it known unto you,-, that*! have granted 
five several villages fthe produoe of which is pago- 
das 665-fJ- per annum) to Mr. Benyon, Gover- 
nor of Chinnapatnam for the Company, as a pre- 
sent ; and therefore do you deliver them into his 
possession, and let tliejn remain so for ever frbm 
the year Fusty 1152. Observe this as a strict 
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taukeed and perform it accordingly. Dated the 
17th Mqpn Ramazan in the 25th year of the reign 
of the Great. Mogul Mahomed Sh.ah. 

Translate of the contents written on the back of the 
foregoing Sunnud. 

“ Five villages out of the country before named, 
which produce pagodas 665^£ every year, are 
granted to Mr. Benyon, Governor of Chinnapat- 
nam for the Company, as a present. 

'* His Excellency's order by his hand writing is 
to draw out a sunnud to the following purpose : 

“ That the vakeel of the said Governor having 
represented that his master desires the five follow- 
ing villages which are near to Chinnapatnam, they 
be granted to him ns a present. 

Ernavore, near Trivatore, produces every 

year pagodas •«•... 205-^ 

Sadiangeopam...do do 215 T % 

Vepery near Egmore (except that ground 
which belongs to the mettah custom 

house of the Sircar) 25-^. 

Perambore’near do "... 11 4|f 

Poodoopawk do 105-^ 


(< Pagodas 665^f 

Entered in the book 17, Ramazan in the 25th 
year of the reign of ^ the Great Mogul Mahomed 
Shah. 

2nd grant op liberty to coin arcot rupees. 

Translate qf a Sunnud under the seal of Nobob 
Sadutalla Khan Bahauder , Subah of Arcot, 
dated 'the 4 th November 1742. 

“ To the Mutasadas of the country of Chenna-. 
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pntnam and Sircar of Trippasoor, belonging to the 
Carnatic of Golcondah and to their successors. 

“ Be it known unto all m.en that from the be- 
ginning of the year Fusly 1152, 1 have ordered a 
mint to be erected to coin pagodas and rupees in 
Chindadrepettah, belonging to Chinnapatnam ; pnd 
the same to be ugder the power of Mr. Benyon, Go- 
vernor of Chennapatnam for the Company. Where- 
fore do you let the said Governor have and eiyoy 
for the Company all the customs that may arise in 
the said mint. Observe this as a strict taukeed 
and perform it accordingly, dated Ramazan 17th, 
in the 25th year of the reign of the Great Mogul 
Mahomed Shah. * 

Translate of the contents written on the hack of the 
foregoing Sunnud. Ordered that a mint may be 
erected in Chindadreepettah belonging to Chin- 
napatnam for coining spagodas and rupees, and 
it may be commenced from the beginning of 
the year Fusly 1152, and to be under the power 
of Mr. Benyon* Governor of Chennapatnam for 
the Company. 

“ Ilis Excellency’s order by his hand-writing is 
to draw a Sunnud to the following purpose. 

That . Andiappah Naick, 3)ubasb of the Gover- 
nor of Chennapatnam represented that the Gover- 
nor desires liberty to erect a mint in Chindadree- 
pettah belonging to Chennapatnam for coining 
pagodas, rupees &c., and that we should free them 
front paying us the customs arising thereby, and 
let .the same be applied to the said Governor for 
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the Company ; a sunnud is granted for that pur- 
pose. 

Entered ir» the Book 19 th Moon Ramazan, in the 
26th year of the reign of the Great Mogul Ma- 
homed Shah ^ which is t^he 4th November 1742. 

a 3rd grant tor lessening duties. 

: * 

“ translate of a Cowig granted by Nabob Mako- 
mud Syed Khan, Subak of Arcot to Ganna Pan- 
da rum, §'c., merchants of Ckindadreepettah be- 
longing to Chennapatnam, dated the 17 th moon 
Ramazan in the 2$lh year of the reign of the 
Grea£ Mogul Mahomed Shah which is the ith 
Noeembei • 1742. 

“ Whereas you have petitioned me to free you 
from paying custom in the country on your im- 
portation and exportation of all good^i, drugs, 
spices, broad cloths, ring silk, silks, thread, grain 
&c. from Chindadreepettah to Arcot, Pondicherry 
and Poonamalee, and from those places to Chinda- 
dreepettalt- ; and to grant you a cowle for paying 
custom at Egmore mettah in the country of Poo- 
namalee ; 1 have accordingly considered and 

gratified you therein by thte my Cowle as follows. 

Eor heavy goods you shall 

pay...,....? at Fans. 4-J- ^ bag. 

Tabaceo A* „ 1 „ bag. 

Coarse and fine thread ei- 
ther white, red or any 

otljer colcrtir at „ -fa „ visa. 

All drugs, physics, &c...,. at „ 2± „ bag. 

Beetle leaves .....at „ i „ bag. 
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Cotton cloths of all 9orts 
either fine or ordinary 
and of all colours cither 


white, red or blue. 


^ pautch 

Grain 

. . t*. at 

„ 4 ;- 

,, 10 oxl. 

llroad cloth fine or 

ordi- 



nary... 

...... at 

„ 4J- 

,, pautch 

Silk cloths of all sorts..* *at 

. 

>> .1 tf 

„ pautch 

Paw silk fine and 

ordi- 



narv 

• at 

» 4* 

» bag- 


“ I do hereby appoint that custom 9liall be paid 
after the forenient toned rates upon all goods that 
are carried from Ohindudrecpettali to A root, Nel- 
lorc, Lalapetta, Nagoi'e, Nagapatam, Pondicherry, 
&c., and upon those that arc brought from those 
places to^'liindadreepettah ; and that you are freed 
from paying any custom on the following parti- 
culars. 

“ All bazar cloths which arc brought? by the 
Kycola weavers from Lettahpettah, Conjeveram, 
Pondicherry and other parts of the province to 
Chindadreepettah, to be sold in the market there, 
shall be freed from pajrtng custom. 

“ Butter, oil, milk, tire, herbs, greens, firewood, 
bratty, which arc brought to be sold at the pettah, 
are freed from paying custom. 

“ As I have thus grauted you my Cowle you 
may freely bring divers sort of goods from all 
parts, and safely cany* on your trade and com- 
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merce without any suspicion. Dated the day of 
themon.th and year abovementioned.” 


An account of the duties that have hitherto been 
paid to the Moors on^ the following goods and 
Iprought to and carried from Chindadreepettah $ 
with an account of duties to be jppid henceforward 
*as stipulated in the foregoing firman , vie. 


Weighablo goods as sugar, 
sugar candy, lead, tama- 

rin, beetle nut, &c 

Drugs, spices, physics 

Iiaw silk 

Tobacco. 

Beetle leaves 

Cotton cloths of all sorts 

and colours • 

Silk cloths of all sorts. ... 
Broad cloths fine and 

ordinary ^ 

Cotton yarn ordinary awd 
tine and of any colour... 
Grain 



An account of the duties that have hitherto ii>een 
paid to the Moors on tile following goods, &c. 
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brought to and came.<l from Chindadreepettah 
nowf taken off by the foregoing firman,- viz. 

Duties 
before 
paid. 

F. C. 

.. . 0 50 per p^ut<$h 

«f... 0 4 $ per measure 

.... 0 25 do 

0 15 per bundle 

•.... 0 20 do 

.... 0 15 do 

►... 0 15 pot 

.... 0 40 per^reat pot 

... 0 5 per basket 

.... 0 40 ’ do 

.... 1 40 per oxen load. 

44| i G«ant ron Maintenance of Chtnda- 
dkepatt.# .Pagoda. 

** Translate of a Sunnud under the seal of Nabob 
(Sadat till a K7f*m , Bahauder , Sabah Arcot y 
dated the 4 th November 1742. 

“ To ilie Mutasadays of countries of Tripasorc, ore. 
and Sircars of Tripasorc, 8cc. belonging to the 
Carnatic of Golcondah and to their successors. 
€i J3e it known unto you, £bat 2 was latety in- 
formed that Cassa#a Acliarloo of Cliindadrce- 
pattah has nothing to subsist on, 1 do therefore 
grant unto the said Cassawa Acliarloo a privilege 
of one adda of paddy per callum produced in the 
said countries &c., and do hereby order foil to let 
him have the said cliafity gift every year that he 

3 7 


Bazar cloths of all sorts, 

Butter 

Oil 

Fire- wood, small 

Do. large 

Straw... 

Milk ; # m 

Tire 

Bratty 

Greens 

Charcoal 
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may maintain himself thereby, and always say .his 
prayers for the increase of the riches and prolong 
the life of his most sovereign Majesty "the Great 
Mogul. Observe this as a strict taukeed, and 
perform it accordingly. < Dated the 17th moon 
.Raipuzan in the 25th year of the reign of the Great 
Mogul Mahomed Shah. 

“ Translate of the contents writ on the back of the 
foregoing Sitmiud. 

A privilege of one add a of paddy per callum 
produced in the countries of Tripasore, &c. and Sir- 
cars of Tripasore, &c. is granted to Cassawn 
Acharlo'o of (Jhindadreepattah as a charity gift. 

“ His Excellency’s order by his handwriting is 
to draw out a sun mul to the following purpose. 

“ That, the said Cassawn Acharloo having fgftv- 
<>d that a privilege of onc^dda of paddy per cal- 
lum produced in the countries of Tripasore, &c. and 
Sircars of' Tripasore, &c. may be granted to him as 
a charity gift, it is granted accordingly. 

Names of the countries where the aforesaid privi- 
lege is to be allowed, viz. 

Country of Tripasore. 

Do. Poonaiuallee^urcar of Tripasore. 

Do. Mannimongalum Suftuir of Chingleput. 
Do. I’edapollnm Snrcar of Conjcveram. 

Do. Perainbauck Surcar of Conjeveram. 
Entcredjn the hook 17th Ramazan in the 25th 
year of the reign of the Great Mogul Mahomed 
Shall. 
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5th Grant, Village of Cadapauk. 

€< Translate of a Sunnnd under the seal of Nabob 
Saduialla Khan, Bahauder , Soobah of Arcot, 
dated the 4>th November 1742. 

To - the Mutasadys of Hie Country of Poonamallee 
and Surcar of Tripasore, belonging to the Curna- 
.tic of Golcandah and to their successors. 

“ Be it known unto yon. that I have granted a 
village, named Cadapauk, situated near Mannailey 
in the Country before named (the produce of 
which is pagodas 100 T 2 ^ per annum) to Andcpa 
Naick, Dubash of Chcnnapatnam, as a present and 
charity gift ; *and therefore do you deliver it unto 
his possession and let him enjoy the produce for 
ever from the year Fusly 1152. Observe this as a 
strict taukeed and perform it accordingly. Dated 
the 17th Moon Ramazan in the 25th year of the 
reign of the great Mogu 1 * Mahomed Shah. 

“ Translate of the contents write on the back of the 
foregoing Sunnud . 

“ A village named Cadapauk situated near Man- 
nailey in the country of Poonamallee and Surcar 
of Tripasore, which produce pagodas J 00 T ^- per 
annum is granted to Andcpa Naick, Dubash of 
Chcnnapatnam as a present and charity gift. 

“ His Excellency’^ order ly his hand writing is 
to draw out a Sunnud to the following purpose. 

“ That the said Andepa Naick requested to 
grant him the village named Cadapauk situated 
near Chindadreepattali as a present and charity 
gift which is granted ft) him accordingly. 
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One village produce every year — pagodas 100-^ 
" Entered in the book 17 th moon Ramazan in the 
25 th year of the reign of the Great Mogul 
Mahomed Shah. 

The alarm excited by. the proceedings of the 
Majirattas induced the Directors to send out an 
experienced Engineer officer namq^i Knipe, to re- 
port upon the stntc of the fortifications, the result 
may be gathered from flie following extracts. 

“ Monday, 24th January, 1743. Major Charles 
Knipe, having surveyed the fortifications of the 
Town on the West side from Charles’ point to 
Queen’s point, delivers in a report thereof as 
entered' hereafter.” 

“ To the Honourable Richard Bcnyon Esq., Presi- 
dent and Governor and Council of Port St. 
George. 

“ In obedience to yoqr Honour’s command, I 
have taken a survey of your city of Madraspatnam 
from Charles’ point to' the Queen’s point being 
that part Of the fortification as it is called, which 
faces towards, the Island ; but I must take the li- 
berty to assure you it is no fortification at all, but 
rather an offensive than defensive wall to your 
garrison. Was it not for the support it has from 
the several out houses of the inhabitants which are 
all built against it through the whole extent above 
mentioned it could not stand ; nor was it more 
than sufficient for n garden wall when first erect- 
ed. As to the< river that runs by it that neither is 
any addition to the strength of your worki£ but 
rather a nuisance to the Town ; for I observe in 
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every part of it, it is continually forded at less than 
two feet deep. 

** The plan laid down for enlarging your city, 
and carrying a new fortification across the Island 
from Charles’ point to Queen’s point abovemen- 
tioned, I have by your honor’s . direction very 
carefully examined, in regard to a foundation? by 
making small w%lls of considerable depth from the 
surface and by boring sevsral foot m defrper in the 
bottom of each of them through the whole extent 
of the intended fortification ; and find the soil is 
clay and sand, capable of sustaining any weight 
especially if assisted with a few w r ells under the 
foundation near the river side where it i\§ a little 
spungy. As to the river I will engage to turn that 
quite off from your Town at a very small expense ; 
aud supply its place with a much better fossee, 
by which the whole Island will be drained and be- 
come a very firm and solid tract of land. 

“ This is humbly submitted to your Honours and 
the Gentlemen of the Council’s consideration bv 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Charles Knife. 

Fort St. George, January 25, 1743.” 
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CHAPTER XLYI. 

UOVERNORSIIIP OF MU. RICHARD BENYON. 

( Continued .) 

174 3—44. 

. Tlie Governorship of Mr. Richard Benyon was 
now drawing to a close, and the last year of his 
administration forms the subject of the present 
chapter. The events of this y fear* Are interesting, 
inasmuch as they largely illustrate the position of 
the British Government at Madras towards the 
Native Princes. The Nizam entered the Carnatic, 
partly to settle the affairs of the province, and 
partly to wrest Tricliinonoly from the Malirattas. 
Accordingly Governor Benyon sent a mission to 
carry certain presents to the Nizam, and to procure 
liia favor ; and one of the most interesting records 
bro'ught to light in the present chapter, is a Diary 
of the proceedings of this mission, from the day it 
left Madras to the day when it returned from the 
Nizam’s camp before Trichinopoly. 1 

Our first extract illustrates the progress of do- 
mestic events. 

“Monday, 31st January, 1743. Arcot rupees 
being risen to three hundred and twenty for one 
hundred pagodas: — it is agreed that tlielmport 
Warehouse-keeper sell one hundred thousitrKf, if 
he can get that price for soinany ; and that he dc- 
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liver twenty-four chests of silver to be coined into 
A root rupees, that they may be ready to send to the 
Hay by the first good conveyance that offers.” 

llow this financial operation worked will be seen 
by the next entries. v J e are much mistaken if 
they are not considered curious by our commerci- 
al readers. , 

“Thursday, 10th February, 1743. The Import 
Warehouse-keeper acquaints? the Board t hair several 
persons had been with him this morning to pur- 
chase Arcot rupees ; that ihey had not yet ottered 
better than 8 15 per 100 pagodas, but possibly would 
very soon bid. . more, and therefore desired the di- 
rections of the Board ; who taking the same into 
consideration, and that even 315 is a very good 
price, that the turns in this business are very sud- 
den, and an opportunity of getting a better price 
may be lbst by waiting till the Council can be got 
together : agreed that it Be left to the Warehouse- 
keeper, with the consent of the President, to ne- 
gotiate the sale gf one hundred thousand Arcot 
rupees upon the best terms he can ; designing 
to reserve the rest, for the Bay : anil therefore or- 
dered that the remainder of the bullion be deliver- 
ed to Linga Chctty, io the coined in the mint at 
the pettali upon the usual terms. , 

“Thursday, 17th Jfebruary, 1743. The Import 
Warehouse-keeper acquaints the Board, that in the 
afternoon of the 10th instant he was bid after 
the rate of 310 rupees for J00 pagodas, and by 
eight;fit night 305. At which rate with *be con- 
sent of the President he disposed fifty thousand ; 
that the next morning the merchants offered to 
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take two Inks at 300; which being one hundred 
and fifty thousand more than the last consultation 
warranted the sale of, he immediately repaired to 
the President ; when upon considering together the 
great price that was offered for the rupees, and that 
the money laid out in gold raohurs would produce 
in the Bay upwards of one hundred and fifty Ar- 
cot rupees for one hundred pagodas, they did not 
doubt 4he Board would, approve of the sale of the 
additional hundred and fifty thousand ; and, there- 
fore, he, the Warehouse-keeper, went immediately 
and struck with the Merchants for the two lacs 
they wanted ; ^the rupees to be taljen away in one 
month,' and the pagodas to be paid down as the 
rupees are taken out of the Warehouse. • The 
Board could not but approve of the bargain, rupees 
being this day at three hundred and sixteen, and 
no buyers.” <■ 

We must now turn back a few days in order to 
exhibit the progress of foreign affairs. It will be 
seen tint the Nizam of the Dekkan was advan- 
cing into (he Carnatic to settle the affairs of Arcot. 
But the extracts will explain themselves. 

“ Saturday, 5 th February, 1743. The President 
acquainted the Board, that by several letters 
from Wandcwash, he is informed that it is taken 
much notice &f, that we have made no com- 
pliment to the court, there, upon the birth of 
the Nabob’s brother ; (Ali Dost Khan) and after 
some discourse about the state of affairs in the 
country,, the 'Board agreed that the Pr a ^ jd ent 
might send to the amount of about six (nlttdred 
pagodas including charges'. 
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“ The President at the same time acquainted the 
Board, that he believed there would soon be occa- 
sion to put the Company to a more considerable 
expense ; for that it was no longer doubted but 
Nizam-ul-Mulk would crpne to Arcot ; — in which 
case it would be necessary to send presents to him, 
and to his son Nazir Jung, suitable to their rank ; 
and as it is also to be supposed he will either con- 
firm the present Nabob. *or appoint another, in 
either of which cases we must pay our compli- 
ments, — it was agreed tluvt the Warehouse keeper, 
assisted by Coja Petrus, look about the Town and 
purchase suclj. things as they have reason to be- 
lieve will be acceptable upon the sever* 1 !] occa- 
sions. ’’ 

“ Thursday, 24th February, 1743. There be- 
ing some information that Nizam-ul-Mulk, with 
his son Nazir Jung, have thought of coming down 
to the place ; — Ordered* that the Warehouse- 
keeper lay in a quantity of fine rice, horse gram, 
butter, and othejr provisions ; as likewise some 
Persian fruit, agreeable to what may be expected 
upon such an occasion ; and that he consult Ooja 
Petrus and llodjee Addce for the quantity of 
each sort. 

“Tuesday, 1st March, 1743. The Board then 
took into consideration to what amount it would 
be proper to send in presents to Arcot ; and Coja 
Petrus and Hodjee Addce attending, Coja Petrus 
produced a letter from Imaum Sahib ; who writes 
it w$tald be necessary to send presents not# only to 
NiiSiti^viUMulk, but ^so to his son Nazir Jung, 
and to Coja Abdulla Khan ; which last is at pre* 

38 
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sent named for Soobah of this province. After 
some time spent in debating this matter,' it was 
agreed to make out a list to the amount of 13,000 
pagodas or thereabout ; which list should be sent 
to Imaum Sahib, and to leave it to him to divide 
the particulars in such manner as he should think 
prbper ; that Hodjee. Addee be desired to write 
the President’s letters to Nizam-ul-Mulk, Nazir 
Jung, and Cpja Abd Ala Khan ; and that the 
Company’s Brahmin and Moollah do go with 
them ; and when the lists are formed agreeable to 
Imaum Sahib’s directions, they be enclosed in the 
letters ; for which purpose they are to carry the 
President’s seal along with them. 

“ Messrs. Thomas Eyre, Samuel Ilorvison, and 
Lieutenant Holland were appointed to go with 
the presents, and ordered to get themselves ready 
as soon as possible. 

“ The purport of a lertter from the President to 
Iinaum Sahib agreed on ; this last to contain 
more at Jarge the good offices we expect from him ; 
particularly a confirmation of the grant of the five 
villages, and the liberty of coining Arcot rupees ; 
and to obtain a dustuck for passing the Company’s 
calicoes free of Juncan through the country ; that 
these services performed, we shall not -be ungrate- 
ful.” 10 « 

“Monday, 7th March, IV 43. The President 
acquaints the Board that himself with the Export 
Warehouse-keeper, Coja Petrus, and HodjeeAddee, 
had pitched Upon such things as they thought 
most proper to send as presents to Arooi^lb'Hhe 
value agreed upon last consultation ; and that the 
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whole are packed up and ready to set out to- 
morrow. 

“ Agreed that 600 rupees, 200 pagodas in gold, 
and 200 pagodas in fanams, be delivered Mr. Eyre 
for paying batta to the peons and coolies on the 
road, and during their stay in the camp ; and that 
if more be wanted that he carry a letter of credit 
on Boocunjee Caushedoss. 

“ Then a set of instructions was »also read and 
agreed on as entered hereafter. 

“ To Messrs. Thomas Eyro^ Samuel Harrison anti 
John Holland, 

“ Gentlemen, . 

“ We have appointed you to attend the presents 
now sending to Arcot for Nizam-ul-Mulk, Nazir 
Jung, and Coja Abdulla Khan. The letters sent 
by you for them are mere letters of compliment, 
and to eiftlose the lists of presents sent to each. 

“ Those lists must be darned at Arcot, agreea- 
ble to the directions of Imaum Sahib, to whom a 
list of the whole is sent to be divided as thinks 
proper. 

“ You will acquaint Imaum Sahib, that as you 
are entire strangers to the customs and ceremony 
to be observed at the tlurbar, you must rely upon 
his information and advice in thosc^ matters. He 
will doubtless tell yoy that at your first audience 
it will be proper for Mr. Eyre to present Nizam- 
ul-Mulk, &c. with some gold mohurs in the Go- 
vernor’s name j and will tell you tjie number, as 
weltaft^jhow many each of the rest of the<3entle- 
men 'Should present at the same time. 

“ We suppose your audience will be but short, 
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and that after the common compliments are over 
you will have to retire. If nevertheless any 
questions should be asked you about our trade and 
privileges, the more general yoiir answers are the 
better. As to our traclp they know how much 
mojiey we lay out in the country ; and we carry no 
money out but what we bring in, and should carry 
awjay less if wc could lay out mord in these parts. 

“ The privileges we have were granted us by 
Zulfikar Khan, and other great men of the coun- 
try ; and afterwards confirmed to us by the great 
Mogul Ferokhsere ; and for what more is wanting 
to enable us to carry on our trade with ease, we 
must dfipend upon his Excellency’s favour. 

“We know not what occasion you may have for 
money to pay the durbar charges ; but we have 
delivered Mr. Eyre 500 gold inohurs, and 500 
pagodas in rupees, l'anams, and pagodas. , We also 
deliver you a letter of credit on Boocunjee Causlie- 
doss, who will supply you with what money your 
occasions require . 

We are, Gentlemen, 

Tour affectionate friend, 
Richard Benyon,” 

“ Monday, 14th March, JJ43. The President 
acquaints the Board he has received a letter from 
Mr. Eyre, advising that many of their coolie3 
having deserted upon the roafr had a good deal re- 
tarded their journey ; that Nizam-ui-Mulk was 
upon his march Southward, and he doubted 
whether he shduld/be able tq overtake him, -Wore 

' ihmver 

being on 


he should be got. oux^ of the province 
he had wrote Im^vun £>ahib of his 
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the way, and desired also directions 'from hence 
how far to proceed. Which being taken into con- 
sideration, the President was desired to write Mr. 
Eyre to follow the camp, except he should receive 
directions from Imaum Sahib to the contrary/* 

“ Monday, 2nd May, f743. Mr. Eyre arriving 
in Town last night from Nabob Nizam-ul-Mulk 
Asof Jah’s caifip, took his placfi again at the 
Board, and promised to deliver in the Diary and 
the particulars of the expenses of his journey to 
and reception at the camp, # so soon as they can be 
copied out fair. 

Nizam-ul-Mulk, having sent a horse and. Seer- 
paw for the President, which are lodged* at St. 
Thome, it was proposed and agreed to receive the 
same to-morrow in the afternoon.** 


Diary of*occuurences in tiie Journey to 
Trig if i x o poly with a present to Nizam-ul- 
Mulk, Nazir Jung,* and Coja Abdulla 
Kiian. 


“ March, 9th. Early this morning, mifstered the 
coolies, and finding several had left ns in the night, 
and that some parcels were not come ; wrote to 
Town for them, and for coolies in the room of those 
deserted ; for which wi? waited there till evening, 
and then sparing some fronj the • palankeens &c. 
went forward to CoJfditore ; from whence wrote 
again for the peons and coolies wanting, and wait- 
ed for thorn all day ; wrote also for some broad 


cloth for presents to the Nabob.’ § officers. 

, 1 1th. Late this ^aprning arrived at 

Perimbadore. In the Rveningtrom Sunca Ramah’s 
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choultry, wrote to advise Imaum Sahib that we 
were endeavouring to reach the camp as fast as 
we could bring the presents. 

“ , 12th. About noon arrived atConjeveram, 

where Hussain Sahib the Phousdar came to see us, 
and c told us the camp was on the march, and that 
there was no knowing where it would make any 
stay ; therefore’ advised us to follow as fast as we 
could. After , -having got some oxen, and more 
coolies here, in room of others also deserted from 
this place ; in the evening went forward for Chou- 
lumbadee, and there received advice from the Va- 
keel of the 8th, that the camp was then removing 
from 'lYinomalee to Manlovepetta. But with 
hopes that it might make some stay thereabouts, 
we judged it our duty to proceed after it. 

“ , 13th. We were detained for want of more 

Conjeveram coolies till the afternoon ; and at night 
arrived at Trivatore. 

“ , 14tli. Thismorning thellavildar ordered 

the goods*, to be stopped at the Metta. Sent the 
dubash to know the reason of it, who brought word 
that thellavildar said he was informed we had some 
goods belonging to private merchants and for sale. 
But Paupa denying it, and by some acquaintance 
with the managing Brahmin, after a stay of about 
two hours, found credit to get them passed ; as 
also for an Hircarra and* ten coolies, and then pro- 
ceeded to Marapa Naick’s tope ; from thence in 
the afternoon to Vizamunglnm at 8 o’clock ; where 
more coqJies having Igft us, we sent to Chita jwifc to 
get others. 

“ , 15 th. Waited for cooliesand straw for the 
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Oxen, till the afternoon ; arrived at Conjevaraui, 
from whence we wrote to the Kiledar of Ginjec for 
leave to wait upon him. 

** , 16th. Arrived in Gingee at noon ; the 

Kiledar sent his Brahmin to welcome us, and with 
some provisions. In the evening we visited .the 
Kiledar, who received us kindly. At night twenty- 
two coolies deserted. 

“ ■ , 17th. Sent the eftibash with a present to 

the Kiledar of 9 yards scarlet, one piece of Aurora, 
and a chest of rosewater, *as an acknowledgment 
for the assistances he had offered us. 

c< 9 18t]i. Mr. Eyre observing that by the fre- 

quent occasions for taking up coolies, and the time 
and distance exceeding what was thought necessary 
when we left Madras, if we proceed we shall want 
money to pay the people. Agreed therefore that 
the dubifch enquire where we may taktf it up for 
bills on Fort St. George efr Fort St. Band, and let 
us know the rates. 

“ , 19 th. Arrived a letter from the Honorable 

the Governor, acquainting that as the French have 
sent a present so far as Trichinopoly, he thinks it 
necessary that we should not fall short of them in 
respect, but proceed tiiither also. And the Kile- 
dar offering us about the value of # 2000 Arcot ru- 
pees in Wolandore fqjiams fdr our bill on the De- 
puty Governor and Council of Fort St. David, pay- 
able to llangapilla of Pondicherry, — agreed to ac- 
cept it, and pay the necessary advances to the 
coolies for Trichinopoly directly. 

**■ , 20th. Having now got a supply of oxen 

and coolies, the latter in room of those that left us 
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here in the night, and for the former discharged 
those taken at Conjeveram ; and as we have heard 
some straggling parties of Mahratta horse have been 
about plundering the villages, — agreed to take 
with us five and twenty, horse the Killidar offered 
us t as a guard to the goods, and one of the llircar- 
ras to show the road. Gave Bab^ How, the Killi- 
dar’s brahmin, 5 yards of scarlet cloth ; and the 
Killdar being sick, ffent the dubash with our 
compliments of leave, and went forward to Anan- 
dapuram. 

“ ,21st. Got at noon to Veracholavarum ; 

from whence having travelled too far in the heat, for 
want ol* water cannot get the oxen to proceed fur- 
ther till the morning. 

“ 9 22nd. Travelled all clay for want of water 

till four in the afternoon. Arrived at Yeliva Nar- 
sore ; sent the dubash with a compliment tb the new 
Killidar there, and to enquire news of the Camp, 
that it was on the banks of Coleroon river. 

“ 23rd. As the goods , were here passing 

the Mettas, they were stopped upon some intelligence 
that there was private merchant’s goods among 
them. But upon application to the Killidar, and 
declaring that we knew of rone ; after some deten- 
tion he ncquiesed to let them go on. Travelled 
for want of good water till three in the afternoon 
(in which six of the people fainted) ; and arrived 
at Chile Nessalore, where about forty of Imaum 
Sahib’s peons joined us, and brought their Master’s 
answer --to ours' from Conjeveram, that he should be 
glad to sec us as soou as, possible. The coolies 
too much fatigued, cannot proceed till the morning. 
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“ , 24tli. About one o’clock arrived at 

Toolore river ; the people here also too much over- 
come with heat to go on in the afternoon. 

** , 25th. In the morning got to W olgumla- 

puram, where iti the afternoon came in Share Maho- 
mud Khan, Kiilidar of Tagagara, with some torso 
and peons from Imaurn Sahib, as a further convoy 
for us. 

“ 26th. Set forward at near noon, and to- 

wards sunset reached Octatore ; where hearing of 
some robberies and murder there the night before 
by the Calhir people, kept as good a guard as we 
could all night. 

“ # 27th. Set out early this morning, and after 

a rest in the middle of the day, arrived at Mardoor, 
in view of the camp at sunset ; where the Nabob’s 
liircarms coming to enquire who we were, we sent 
to advise Imaum Sahib, "Jiiit we were ready to come 
into camp to such place as he should appoint 
for us. 

“ , 28th. This morning paid and dispatched 

the Ginjee horsemen ; and in the afternoon went 
through the camp to the place assigned us ; and 
pitched all the tents tfiat evening in view of Tri- 
chinopoly town, surrounded at §ome distance by 
Nizam’s forces undq$ the command of Coja Abdul- 
la Khan, Itajah Shandrascin, liajah Janojee, Meer 
Assud, and Shaik Lutfulla Khan. Sent our com- 
pliments, which were returned by Imaum Sahib, 
that he would come to U9 in the morning.* 

c« 1 29th. Buckanjee Cossidas, the camp 

Shroff, coming to see us gave U3 advice as to affairs 

9 
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in tlie camp. We mentioned our letter of credit to 
him from his gomastas, which he said he was ready 
to comply with. Accordingly we sent for 2,000 
rupees on it in the evening. Presented Share 
Mahmud Khan, who attended us from Woigunda- 
puram, with one piece of Aurora ; and gave 150 
rupees for provisions to his horse a,nd peons. In 
the afternoon received a visit from Imnum Sahib ; 
presented him borne gold mohurs, and delivered 
the Governor’s letter to him. He told us he had 
acquainted the Nabob cf our arrival ; and that 
Meer Mucktada Khan was ordered, with a party 
of 4,000 horse and as many foot, to conduct us to 
the Nabob in the morning ; and desired we would 
be ready to receive him in a proper manner ; and 
after some discourse he received beetle and took 
leave. 

“ , 80th. About 8 this morning, theNabob’s 

officer came to us, with a guard of horse and foot, 
and two elephants, with drum and colours ; and told 
us the Nd bob was glad to hear of our arrival in 
camp, and had ordered him to conduct us to him. 

“ After the usual compliments we presented 
him, as by the list of presents ; and after his 
taking beetle we proceeded with him, and was car- 
ried to the public durbar, where the Nabob was 
sitting attended by his OmraV.9, Nabobs, ltnjahs, 
and other great men j and making our obeisances 
in front at a considerable distance, we were shown 
a place on the . carpets, and to sit down there. 
About an hour after, when the Nabob rose from 
the durbur, he sent for us into private apartments. 
Whereupon his speaking our welcome, wc paid 
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the Governor’s respect to him ; and he bid us sit 
down ; and then honoured us with a great deal of 
free discourse on indifferent matters. Coffee was 
also served to us, with the honour of the fans. 
This being the first audience nothing was said of 
the present ; and in something more than an hour 
he gave us beetle, and we withdrew and returned 
to our tents ; where the Nabob and Imaum Sahib 
each sent us a dinner. Ifi the afternoon received 
a list from Imaum Sahib of what goods he had 
assigned for the presents to the Nizam ; which we 
got unpacked and sorted out that night, and sent 
early next morning to the Nabob. 

“ ,31st. The goods being sent and opened 

at tlieNabob’s tents, went to wait on him at the dur- 
bar; and that business being over the Nabob sent 
for us to a private tent, where the goods Jay open- 
ed, aruPwe were desired to sit. The Nabob observ- 
ed them very nearly, andP took many of the parcels 
in hand, and said they were very good ; and, of 
the painted looking glass and some o**Uters ; that 
he would keep some himself, and send also some of 
them to the Mogul, and would tell him lie had them 
of the Governor of Chennapatnatti. Imaum Sahib, 
upon seeing that notice taken of them (which was 
not then interpreted us), got upwind made his sa- 
lams. Coffee was served, and after about an hour’s 
discourse we retired. 

“ In the evening, happened a very violent squall 
of wind and rain, which blew dywn some of the 
Nabob’s tents and a great many others ;* and ours 
were with much difficulty kept from falling which 
made us think it lucky that we had delivered the 
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Nabob’s goods, and that those remaining with us 
■were kept from any damage by the weather. 

“ April, 1st. Sent the Mulla and Ware-house 
Cnnacopiley, to count out the presents to the Na- 
bob's daroga, or Wa reliou^-keeper Sent the du- 
basli to attend Tmaum Sahib, and see if he should 
have any other commands for us. Jrle asked if we 
weiy? satisfied with our reception ; and bid to write 
advice of it to the Govei’nor and to request of him 
some concave looking glasses ; which, as bv the 
sample sent us, he said rvould be very acceptable 
to the Nabob. Agreed therefore that we write 
his said request to the Governor, and sent the glass 
as he desires with it. 

" , 2nd. About 9 o’clock we attended the 

durbar, was afterwards sent for to a private tent, 
where we sat sometime ; was served with coffee and 
the fans, while the Nabob’s discourse was chiefly 
on enquiiy into the customs of the Europeans and 
their discipline in war. 

“ 4th. Sent the dubash again to ask Tmaum 

Sahib when we should deliver the Governor’s letter 
to the Nabob ; as also, when we may expect to be 
introduced to Nazir Jung. ( 'fo which he said, — 
“ Desire the Gentlemen to come to durbar, and I 
will do it for th£m.” Attended the durbar, aud 
was sent for aftenvards to sitHn the private apart- 
ment ; had the usual honors of coffee &c., but no- 
thing done in the business promised by iraaum 
JSaliib. , 

“ Came in five oxen with broad cloth for pre- 
sents to the Nabob’s officers ; and some oil and 



1T45-44.J 


HI STOltY OF MADRAS. 


309 


other necessaries . that were detained by some 
troubles on the road. 

lt -,5th. Sent the dubash again to Imaum 

Sahib, desiring to know when we would present the 
(Jovemor’s letter to the N^abob. lie answered there 
was no occasion to be in a hurry for it, that ho 
would get an answer to it when we were ready to 
return ; and thaf he would take a fit opportunity to 
ask the Nabob’s leave to visit Nazir, Jung. 1 his 
day, being Tuesday, no durbar held. .Received 
lists from Inumni Sahib of ^particulars for presents 
to be got ready against he should send for thfan. 

“ , otii. At 1 Oo’cloek attended the durbai% and 

'was afterwards called to the private tents as? usual. 

<£ Imaum Sahib moved for the Nabob’s leave for 
us to visit Nazir Jung; and presented a list of 
wliat designed for him. To which after some 
perusal the Nabob dismissed it by reserving him 
to another time. Retiring from thence, went with 
Imaum Sahib on a visit to Mahud Amvar Khan, 
where wc were yery kindly received. # w\fter a 
small stay there and receiving some atur, perfumes, 
and beetle, took leave and went home. 

, 7th. Imaum Sahib, having so often put 

us off in our request to*deliver the Nabob’s letter, 
till it is grown so late that we begin to be doubtful 
whether he designs it jhnll be? done or not ; and as 
we thought it odd that he did not call for it on the 
delivery of the presents it recommends ; it would 
be much more strange if we should not deliver it 
at all. Agreed therefore that we attend the dur- 
bar this morning, and (fiat Mr. Eyre take an op- 
portunity to present it there. Accordingly, making 
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the usual overture for approach, he presented it to 
the Nabob, who laid it by him. Were afterwards 
called to the honour of the private apartments, 
and after being treated as before, returned to our 
tents. Received of Buctymjee Cossadas, Arcot ru- 
pees 1,000, in full of the letter of credit on him to 
pay batta to tlxe peons and coolies &c. disburse- 
ments. 

' “ In the pftenioort sent to Imaum Sahib for 
leave to visit him. lie answered that we should 
not come out in tliej, heat, but that he would 
come to us in the evening,; when in a dis- 
course, chiefly tending to show the grandeur 
of the Nabob his master, he desired of us the pro- 
per titles of our Governor, for that they should be 
augmented by the Nabob. He asked also what 
would be agreeable to. the Governor that the Na- 
bob should do for him ; aud particularly what vil- 
lages he would have granted. We replied we had 
no instructions in that respect, and could therefore 
say nothing to it ; but that we understood the 
Governor had wrote him fully as to all he would 
ask of him. He then asked, what may be the an- 
nual amount of the juncans on the Company’s 
goods. To which we coulcj only say, it was always 
more or less according to their success in the in- 
vestment, and therefore seldom any two years near 
the same amount ; and he desired we would write 
to the Governor to instruct him more particularly. 
After this he said ho would come early in the 
morning, and conduct us to the quarters of Coja 
Abdulla Khan, as he lay before the town ; and re- 
ceiving beetle, he returned home. 
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“ Agreed to write and advise the Governor of 
that part of Imaum Sahib’s discourse regarding the 
villages and j uncans. 

“ , 8th. Early this morning* Imaum Sahib 

cameaccording to appointment, attended with about 
150 horse and 100 foot, and by Monsr. Bosett (a 
Gentleman who, carried the presents from the 
F reach) ; and we directly proceeded with them. 
On our arrival we were introduced to Coja Abdulla 
Khan’s durbar ; and after some stay there, he 
came in and saluted us* in the usual way ; 
and making our offerings in gold mohurs he 
seated us near him. We delivered the Gover- 
nor’s letter, and his respects to him. Upon*which 
he enquired his health, and made several kind pro- 
fessions of a friendship for him ; and after about 
an hour’s discourse, on Imaum Sahib’s telling him 
that some*of the villages that were near us and in 
his Nabobship would be 'hceeptable, he directly 
wrote a few lines in our favour to the Nabob, 
■which Imaum Sahib took from him ; aTid then 
made apology that he was sorry he had not a 
warning to be better provided to receive us, but 
that he wovdd send us for dinner such as he could 
get in the camp ; and* then presenting us with 
Seerpaws, we acknowledged the hpnour done us, 
and withdrew to a te*it he had ordered for that 
purpose ; but having sent one of ours, and seeing 
Imaum Sahib wanted that for himself, we desired 
him to get it excused that we madp use of ours ; 
and inviting the French Gentleman to go \tith us 
to our tent, Wte there received a dinner ; also one 
from Coja Abdulla Khan ; and about an hour after 
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Imauin Sahib sent for us to come and take leAve 
of Coja Abdulla Khan ; where after some discourse 
and compliments on the treatment received, lie 
gave beetle and perfumes, and we took leave about 
2 o’clock, when being excessive hot, and at that 
hour in the camp unable to find above half our 
coolies, hud many of them fainteij in the way, and 
was soon set down under almost every bush we 
came to ; liai a most * irksome and sultry journey 
to our tents, and unable to rench them till sunset. 

“ , IHh. Thought it necessary to go to the 

durbar to-day. 

“ , loth. Attended the durbar, and was after- 

wards received and treated in the Nabob’s apart- 
ments as before. 

“ ,11th. Imaum Sahib, having told the 

dubash that he would this morning move for leave 
to get what was proper prepnred for our taking 
leave of the Nabob. I'Ve attended the durbar, 
but seeing there was nothing said of it, he then told 
the dubrsh that to-morrow being Tuesday, anti 
no, durbar, he would go to Coja Abdulla Khau 
and consult upon forwarding our affairs. 

“ Finding we shall be in want of more money 
to pay durbar charges, and those of the returning 
journey ; — agreed that the dubash go and ' see if 
Buckanjee Cossidas Vs willing to let us have 2000 
rupees on the Honorable the Governor and Coun- 
cil. The dubash returning told us that finding he 
made some hesitation, he said no more of it, as' he 
could get us such a sum of the Guzerat mer- 
chants ; and accordingly it the evenihg he brought 
U3 2000 Arcot rupees of Poor Chatamdoss Go- 
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vardandoss, for which agreed to give him a bill 
accordingly, and payable to Iingoor Veragoo Chet- 
ty of Madras. 

“ , 12th. Imaum Sahib went to Coja Abdulla 

Khan, and we waited at Jiome for his returning. 

“ ,13th. Imaum Sahib being something 

indisposed on his return, had no opportunity' to 
spenk with him? 

“ , 14th, Made on* compliments at the 

durbar, and seeing nothing done for us we returned 
to our tents. 

“ , 1 5th . Wrote a letter to Imaum Sahib, 

complaining that the death of several of our people, 
and the sickness of many others, so frightens the 
rest that they declare they cannot stay longer with 
us ; and that if so they would leave us destitute of 
any way to get home. To entreat therefore that 
lie will get our business done, and leave for our 
return. He wrote in answer that it should be 
done to-morrow, and that we might prepare to 
send away our things. 

“ In the afternoon Imaum Sahib sent each of 
us a seerpaw by hands of Sheer M alimud Klfnn, 
Kilidar of Tagagara ; upon which Tashereifd the 
Kilidnr with four yardg of scarlet, and gave eleven 
rupees to his servants. 

“ , 16th. Attended the NaUob at durbar; 

after a short stay there, he retired and sent for us to 
an inner tent, where we were served with coffee and 
the fans ; and after some discourse the Nabob told 
us that as he was always desirous' to lijve our 
company, it could not j^e pleasing to him to think 
of our leaving him, but that as he was informed it 

40 
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Was necessary to our health and other engagements, 
he ought to allow it ; and then told us if vve came 
to-morrow morning we should have audience of 
leave. 

“ ' » ■■ ■ —, 17th. About 1,0 o’clock this morning at- 
tended according to yesterday’s appointment, and 
after sitting abouk half an hour at the durbar, the 
Njjbob rose up and sent, for us within, where 
we were - treated With the usual honours. 
After which he told us he had reason to be 
pleased with the Governor’s courtesy in sending 
us with presents for him at so great a distance ; 
that though he may be in want of something from 
Chinntfpatnam, he expects no more presents from 
him ; and that if the Governor should not let his 
people pay for them, it would forbid him ever ask- 
ing any thing more of him. After thi8 he said 
particularly . he should want a few great guns, and 
some powder, mortars, tmd shells, with a gunner, 
practiced in the use of them. We answered that 
we shou?4 not fail on our arrival to acquaint the 
Governor of his Excellency’s pleasure ; and Seer- 
paws beiug ordered for the Governor, and our- 
selves, we were conducted by Imaiun Sahib to 
another tent to receive thejn ; and being there in- 
vested with them, were led back again to the Na- 
bob ; where making our obeisances we took our 
seats on the carpets ; ana making a short stay, 
there, took leave of the Nabob and returned to our 
tents. 

“ This afterhoon, sent all the remaining goods 
to Imaum Sahib, agrceablq to a message received 
from him to that purpose ; among winch were 
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those also designed for Coja Abdulla Khan, And 
Imaum Sahib having also said that (to save us a 
great deal of trouble) if. we sent the jnoney for the 
durbar charges to him, he would see it property 
distributed ; we thankfully received that proposal 
and thinking 500 rupees as little as could serve 
for that purpose, we accordingly sent him that sum 
to be so distributed. 

ct In the evening received the Nabob’s Seerpaw 
for the Governor, made up in a bundle covered 
with a white cloth ; as a^o a fine horse with a 
slight furniture upon him, which we ordered to be 
taken care of. # 

“ Ilussan Khan Tahir, who has the Manage- 
ment of affairs of Sahib Zadda, son of late deceased 
Nabob of Arcot, having taken some notice of us 
in camp, — agreed it will be proper that we send 
the dubash to wait on him, and see if he has any 
commands for us to Madras. He returned our 
compliments, and desired his respects to the Go- 
vernor ; and aftor expressing a dissatisfaction at 
the slow success of Sahib Zaddns hopes for jthe 
succession to his fathers province, and with a per- 
son who had been officious to obstruct him in it, 
lie ordered a Seerpaw*to the dubash and so dis- 
missed him. 

<c Imaum Sahib, hiving said yesterday that we 
might send away our things early this morning ; 
and again that we should do well to proceed our- 
selves after them directly upon takiyg leave of the 
Nabob ; and that lie would get the suiffiuds in- 
tended for us executed when in a few days Coja 
Abdulla Khan would come to see the Nabob and; 
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send them after us ; which would be better than 
keeping us to stay for them any longer. Upon 
which considering that we have no particular in- 
struction to ask for any thing but. in general to 
follow such directions as, we should receive from 
Imaum : — agreed therefore and for the reasons 
mentioned the 15th instant, that we set out on our 
return early to-morrow morning arid as the coolies 
will not be able to carry us through so long a 
journey as to Madras directly and without some 
stay to refresh them in /he way ; that we go the 
Port St. David road believing it as near a way as 
any and because wc may from thence send a 
considerable part of our luggage up by sea and 
discharge the coolies. 

“ , 1 8th. Having agreeable to directions 

from Imaum Sahib Tashercifd the Nabob’s coffee 
and fan servants, anil paid one hundred ru- 
pees for batta to Shere Mahmud Khan’s peons and 
servants, we set out from the camp at about six 
this morning with a few horse and peons sent us 
by Imaum Sahib, and at night got to Ootatore. 

— ,19th. CamctoBunjenguddainthecvening. 

** ,20th. To Chepauk. 

“ ,21st. Discharged Imaum Sahib’s horse 

and in the eveni'hg got to Trunama Nellore. 

“ ,22ml. IntheeveninglodgeatPatumpnwk. 

" , 23rd. Went into Fort St. David and stay- 

ed there three days to refresh the people— sent the 
tents 8tc. by a sea conveyance to Fort St. George, 
and discharged the oxen a.id coolies that carried 
them. 
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, 27th. Set out for Fort St. George leaving 
Mr. Harrison considerably indisposed. 

“ 29fch. Iteeeiving’adviceThatlmanm Sahib 

had desired the horse and Seerpaw we have got 
with us from the Nabolf may be lodged at St. 
Thoinfi and that his son may carry it into Town.* 

“ May 1 st. Sent the horse and Seerpaw to be 
lodged with the Havildar ofrSt. Thotpe ; proceeded 
and arrived in Town and waited on the Governor 
in the evening.” 


We turn from the events of this curious mis- 
sion from Madras to Trichinopoly, to note the 
progress of events within the walls of Fort St. 
George. The widow of the late IS abob_Subder 
Ali, was astill residing at Black Town ; but her 
son hnd been placed on the lnusnud at A'rcot, and 
efforts had been made with some success to induce 
the Nizam to confirm the appointment. yVith this 
brief explanation, the reader will have no difficulty 
in understanding the following delicate application 
to Governor Benyon for the Joan of ten lakhs of 
rupees. 

“Thursday, 19th May, 1743. ,The President 
acquainted the Board^that fSw days past he was 
informed that Meer Allim, darogah to the late Na- 
bob’s Lady, was come into Town with letters from 
Mahommad 11 ussan Khan Tahir, Buddevdeen 
Hussain Khan, and Mahommad Ally Sahib ; ac- 
quainting him (the President) that they had agreed 
upon the sum they were to pay Nizam-ul-Mulk 
for confirming Mahommud Sictl Khan, the late 
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Nabob’s son in the Government of this province, 
and had got most of the money ready, except a* 
small matter as they called it ; which therefore 
they desired we would advance and lend them, 
and which Meer A llim hpited was ten lacs of ru- 
pees ; who was instructed to offer as security a 
mortgage of the rents of part of the country or a 
deposit of jewels. But the President considering 
that whatever hopes tiro family may have at pre- 
sent, faction and party prevails so much in the 
camp, that there wasno pertain depcndanceupon any 
promises which may have been made them till the 
grant has passed the seals ; but principally that it 
is contrary to our practice, and indeed our orders, 
to have any dealings in money matters with the 
governing powers. He had sent for Coja Petrus, 
and instructed him in what manner to talk to 
Meer AJlim before he made his visit ; ami explain 
to him our reasons why twe could neither lend nor 
borrow ; and Meer Allim was satisfied with those 
reasons, f^hat when he came to th§ Fort he said very 
little upon the subject of his errand ; and all that 
the President had occasion to say in his answers 
to the letters was only to assure them in general 
terms that he never denied /my thing to his friends 
that was in his power, and for the rest referred 
them to what they would be ( told by Meer Allim. ” 

On the same clay we find the following extract, 
referring to the smuggling of betel and tobacco by 
the servants of the Moors now residing in Black 
Town. < 

“ The case of the betel and tobacco farmers 
being taken into consideration, the President said 
he believed they had suffered by large quantities 
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brought in by the sevvnnts belonging to the Moors ; 
lor besides what they conveyed into the women’s 
palankeen and hackeries which could not be search- 
ed, they often run in parcels under the notion of 
provisions, fruit, and sweetmeats as presents sent 
them from the country ; that the farmers Ijad 
catchcd several of the Moors servants in this last 
practice which fhey had brought to him, the Pre- 
sident, upon whose complaining thereof, their prin- 
cipals were very willing and desirous the betel and 
tobacco should be confiscated, but were not inclin- 
ed their servants should be otherwise punished ; 
and he could^not visit upon it, without lessening 
the respect we had always endeavoured to show 
them ; and therefore ns the profit was so great 
they the servants still continued to run it in, as 
they only run the risk of having it seized if they 
were catdhed, which considering the many oppor- 
tunities they have was not equal to the temptation 
of the profit.” 

In consequence* of these losses an abufsment of 
two months rent was made to the betel and tobac- 
co farmers. 

The following extract exhibit the final arrange- 
ment that was made l^tween the English Govern- 
ment at Fort St. George and the Dutch Govern- 
ment at Negapatam respecting the* delivering up of 
deserters on either side. 

*' Friday, 29th July, 1743. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that a few days ago three of our 
soldiers, — namely Hard Wilson, Jdhn ltfjbertson, 
and Thomas Mnrphcn,- — having deserted to Puli- 
cat, he thought it needless to trouble the Board 
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with the matter ; not doubting but the chief there 
would return them on his request. And therefore 
he had wrote a letter to the Chief to that effect, 
and promising a full pardon to the people ; but he 
found himself disappointfd, when two days since 
he. received an answer thereto, declaring that by 
orders from Negapatam they are not to deliver up 
any of our deserters. 1 

“ Agreed t« transmit a copy of the said letter to 
the Governor and Council of Negapatam, and to 
recommend this affair £0 their serious attention ; 
as we think that when they have recollected wliat 
passed between 11 s and them last year on occasion 
of a mffu deserting from them, and fully considered 
the terms on which we have demanded these three 
men, they will revoke the order, and direct them 
to be returned us.” 

This affair ended in the agreement to deliver up 
deserters on either sidte, upon the assurance of 
their not "being put to death, nor punished publicly 
in an infamous manner. 

Our next extract illustrates the jealousy which 
had prevailed for some time respecting the resi- 
dence of foreigners within the walls of White Town. 

“ Monday, 22nd August 1743. Notice being 
affixed at the Sea gate of the intended sale of a 
house in the White 'Town ,qn Monday the 29th 
instant ; and it being intimated to the Board that 
some Armenians design to purchase the same ; it 
fell under debate, whether it was not become ne- 
cessary *0 put a stop to such indulgence to foreign- 
ers and strangers ; and agreed in the affirma- 
tive, on Considering how large a part of the White 
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Town is already in the possession of foreigners, 
and that if they are permitted to purchase more, 
the inconveniences arising therefrom to the Eng- 
lish inhabitants, may be very great. And for as 
much as such inconveniences may more easily be 
prevented than removeif or remedied when felt. 
It is agreed that the following prohibition be affix- 
ed at the gatea*of the Town in English, and the 
French, Dutch, Portuguese, and Armenian lan- 
guages. 

“ Ilesolved and ordered that no foreigners or 
Strangers, or any others than the natural subjects 
of the King of Great Britain, shall be permitted 
from and aftet this time to purchase or inhabit 
any house or houses, godowns, or other buildings, 
%ithin the walls of the White Town ; except only 
such as they have heretofore been permitted to 
purchase*; and that even those, houses &c., shall 
not be sold again to, or inhabited by any other 
foreigners and strangers than such as are already 
possessed of them, without the permission of the 
President and Cotmcil of this place fo/*the time 
being to that end first had and obtained.” » 

About this time Trichinopoly was captured by 
the Nizam, as will be seen by the following entry. 

“ Monday, 29th August, 1743. Imaum Sahib 
haying advised the President of Nizara-ul-Mulk’s 
having taken Trichifiopoly, he acquainted the 
Board that it will be proper to write a letter of 
congratulation upon the occasion, accompanied 
with fifty -one gold mohurs, which to ia desired to 
comply with as he shall judge proper.” 

. From, the following entry it would seem that 

4L 
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keeping the Moors out of Black Town was consider- 
ed to be as important an object, as keeping other 
foreigners out of White Town. 

“ Monday, 17th October, 1743. The Justices 
appointed to the Registry of houses remark to the 
Board, that one great amf principal end proposed 
by Yhe establishing that registry in 1735, was to 
prevent the Moors purchasing tob much in the 
Bldck Town ; and thaWin prosecution of such pur- 
pose the said Justices had made it a rule to them- 
selves, not to register t^py bill of sale or convey- 
ances to Moormen, without the particular leave of 
the Board... Notwithstanding which eaution, they 
find themselves obliged to apply for the opinion 
and directions of the Board, upon a method several 
Moormen have lately endeavoured to put in prac- 
tice, to evade the prohibition laid against them in 
the intention of the said registry ; who/- finding 
they must not appear as* the purchasers, procure 
some of the Malabars or Gentoos to buy houses 
for them Jut their own names. After which the 
conveyances are entered in this registry without 
any objection, and then the Moormen, under pre- 
tence of having lent money on the premises specifi- 
ed in such conveyances, bring their mortgages to 
be registered, and by that means possess and in- 
habit as unintefruptodly as if the original titles 
were made to themselves. A practice to which if 
some stop is not put, that end proposed by the 
establishment of the registry will be soon discon- 
certed and rendered of no effect. The Board being 
sensible of the many inconveniences that may arise 
to the place by not discouraging such practices, — 
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it is agreed and ordered that the Justices do not 
attest or permit any mortgages of the nature of 
those above described, or of a like tendency to be 
registered.” 

The following extracts are domestic, and will 
explain themselves. 

“ Wednesday, 30th November, 1743. The 
long establishes pay to the Choultry dubash, of 
eighty fanams per month, and an exemption from 
quit rent and scavenger’s duty on his house having 
been reduced some years sjnce to forty fanams per 
month ; and that exemption taken oft', he has been 
obliged to set up a school for the further support 
of himself and a numerous family, by which he is 
much hindered from giving the proper attendance 
at the Choultry ; — it is therefore agreed that he be 
paid according to the former establishment, and 
that his house be struck out of the roll. 

“ The President then acquainting the Board that 
application had sometime ago been made to him to 
procure an exemption from quit rent and* scaven- 
’ ger’s duty on a ’house and garden belonging to 
Muctum Sahib, the Nabob’s chief mullah ; — -It is 
agreed that he be gratified therein, as the value is 
but a pagoda and a quarter per annum, and he 
may be of more service than equivalent.” 

“ Wednesday, 30t^ November, *1743. Petition 
of Mrs. Katharine Gyfford read, setting forth that 
by unavoidable accidents and misfortunes she is 
reduced to the want of a subsistence, and the 
necessity of praying some relief from the^Hondra- 
blc Company in whose service, she had lost a 
father and three husbands. Besides that the Board 
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are fully satisfied of Mrs. Gyfford’s not having 
wherewith to subsist on, it is observable that 
when she was not in such indigent circumstances, 
she avoided putting the Company to an expence 
of twenty-five pagodas a pionth, which was offered 
her t in May 1721 ; and further that our Honor- 
able Masters were pleased not to disapprove the 
allowances made to the other unfortunate Anjengo 
widows at that time, itfe well as that, she is now 
here by their permission. It is agreed, therefore, 
to allow her fifteen pagodas per month fill their 
pleasure shall be known ; and in our next letters 
to beg the favour of their orders how to act here- 
after in ceases of the like nature.” 

“Monday, 12th December, 174-3. Antonha 
Carvalho, who lias for many years inhabited the 
buildings, made by her great-grand-father John 
Pereira in the garden commonly called by his 
name ; which reverting io the Company was set 
apart for those inhabitants to build on, whose houses 
had been pulled down on the approach of the 
Mnhrattas in consultation of the 15th June 1741 ; 
—prays that in consideration of her reduced 
circumstances, and the rent she paid for so many 
years whilst able, nnd even, some years after she 
received anything by the produce of the garden, 
the Honorable Compnay wilLbe pleased to give her 
the said buildings for the support of herself and 
family. The Board 1 having considered her request, 
did n6t think fit to alienate the Company’s proper- 
ty in the.^said toftildings ; but in compassion to her 
age and cirteu instances, and m consideration tif the 
many years’ rent she and family had paid the 
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company ; — agreed to grant the possession of them 
to her, and her only daughter Josepha Maria Hosa 
de Silveira, during their lives, they keeping the 
same in repair and paying six fanarns annually for 
scavenger's duty.” 0 

Our next entry refers to foreign nffairs. 

“ Monday, 2Gth December, 1748. The Presi- 
dent acquaints \he Board that Nizam-ul-Mulk, 
having left Trichinopoly in October hist, and taken 
his route a considerable distance to the Westward 
of Arcot, where he is stilj encamped ; but not 
having yet absolutely settled the Government of 
his province, he has in the interim sent Coja 
Namah Tullah’Khan, son of Coja Abdulla >Khan, 
as superintendant of the province ; and who the 
beginning of last week came to St. Thome with 
1000 horse and 3000 foot, the rest of his forces 
being left*it Arcot. Meer Assad came down with 
Coja Namah Tullah Khan, and made the President a 
visit on Wednesday last ; and Coja Namah Tullah 
Khan being so ncar ; intimated his intention,pf send- 
ing a Seerpaw to thePresident, but which lie had en- 
deavoured as far as he decently could to excuse i’lie 
receiving of, urging that he was near his depar- 
ture and therefore wished that it might be deferred 
till Mr. Morse took the chair.; when in all likelihood 
there will be another Seerpaw.sent, ’and the usual 
return must be made for it. But Coja Namah 
Tullah Khan, being soon to return to Arcot, insist- 
ed ou sending one now ; and it was accordingly re- 
ceived on Saturday last with the usual ccrqjnonies, 
as upon these occasions it is always customary, 
and expected that by it d e should show our respect 
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by making some return ; and ire dont think it 
proper in the present unsettled state of the coun- 
try, to disoblige a person of his rank and present 
power by Any slight or neglect on our parts. 
Agreed that a present be^made him to the value of 
seven or eight hundred pagodas ; the particulars 
to*be chosen by the President and Mr. Morse.” 

This year brings the Govern me At of Mr. Ben- 
yon to a close On the 17th January 1744 he de- 
pa^ed for Europe, and Mr. Nicholas Morse 
reigned in his stead. 
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CIIAPTElt XLVII. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. ^NICHOLAS MORSE.* 

1744. 

The year 1744 will long be factious in the his- 
tory of the rise of the British Empire in India. 
It was this year that the war with France broke 
out, which ultimately led to the capture of Fort 
St. George by the French, and to those hostilities 
in this country which terminated in the ascendancy 
of the British in India. The chronicles of Fort 
St. Georgjfe during the year 1744 are however suf- 
ficiently interesting in themselves. The year com- 
menced with the inauguration of Governor Morse, 
who was destined % o see stirring times. TjLe open- 
ing extracts will explain themselves : 

€f Tuesday, 17th January, 1744. Itichard 
Benyon, Esq., late President of this place, having 
early this morning embarked on the “ Duke” for 
England, and the Government thereby devolving 
on Nicholas Morse, E$q., he Accordingly takes the 
chair; and the Company’s servants, inhabitants, 
and military officers attending, the Secretary reads 
the 1 2th paragraph of the general letter from Eng- 
land, whereby it is directed that u$on Mr. Ben- 
yon’s resigning the Government and taking pas- 
sage for England, the said Nicholas Morse, Esq., 
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do succeed as President; and ,take upon liim the 
Government of the Honorable -Company's affairs 
here. „ 

“ The MBiabitants, military officers and others 
being withdrawn, the President took the oath to 
b§ true and faithful to the Honorable Company, 
as did all the other members of the Board except 
Mr. Hinde who had taken the oath in England. 

“ Ordered,that new commissions be drawn out 
for all the Lieutenants and Ensigns under this 
Presidency.” 

Throughout this year the Mahrattas seem to 
have been endeavouring to recove* Tricliinopoly 
from tiie Nizam, and thus to have' occasioned no 
little excitement at Fort St. George. The follow- 
ing extract is historical. 

“Saturday, 3rd February, 1744. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board, that there are advices 
come to the Shroffs in Town, that Nizam-ul-mulk, 
upon his arriving at the banks of the river Kistna 
in his way to Golcondah, had an account brought 
him of a" large army of the Mahrattas being on the 
other side. On which he faced about and came 
back three days’ journey to a place called Pocalore. 
The Mahrattas soon after passed the river and en- 
camped within a few miles of him ; and there has 
been small skirmishes between those sent out to 
forage, but nothing of any consequence. That 
orders were sent to Coja Namah Futta Khan, 
who commands, in this province, to immediately 
march # with his forces to the Fprt of Giugee, where 
he is collecting a larger body iu order to prevent 
the Mahrattas getting thrdugh the pass to- Trichi- 
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nopoly, which they have designs to retake from the 
Moors. This has very much alarmed the country, 
and occasioned all the inhabitants at Arcot and 
the Towns adjacent to leave thenfe; and great 
number of peons and oxen are come in here with 
money and effects. In' a few days, it was expect- 
ed, they would come to some action or treaty ; 
but it is thought the latter, as it is more agreeable 
to the Nizam’s general method of proceeding, and 
as the army of the Mahrattas is said to be supe- 
rior to his." 

Our Roman Catholic readers will be interested 
in the following notice. 

“ Friday, 10th February, 1744. The President 
acquaints the Board, that notwithstanding Father 
Severini, since the demise of Father Thomas in 
April 1742, has acted as Superior of the Roman 
Cntholki Church in this Town, by the consent of 
this Board (who then thought it unnecessary to 
authorize him by any particular instrument) ; and 
has conducted himself to the general satisfaction ; 
he (the President) learns that a paper tinder the 
hand of the Provincial of the Convent of Tauris 
and the seal of his office called a decree, and said to 
be sent out of France by the way of China, ap- 
peared in Town about the 5 th instant ; whereby 
Padre Renatus (a Frenchman by b'irth, and a junior 
brother who has hitherto acted under Severini) is 
appointed Apostolic Missionary and vice Guardian 
of the Missions in the Indies and Persia ; a title, 
though not exactly the same with that Severini is 
known by of Superior and Chief Pastor of the 
Church of St. Andrew in this Town ; yet the. in- 

42 
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fluence it csrties with it will render it so like in its 
effects, that the President looks on it only as an 
artful attempt to invade the Honorable Company’s 
right of appointing who shall be Superior in Eccle- 
siastical matters over the igreat number of onr in- 
habitants of the Roman Catholic profession ; a 
privilege necessary to the Company’s honour and 
interests, and the welfare and good* government of 
the 'Town ; an$ as occarions offered, so zealously 
maintained by our predecessors, and as often ap>- 
proved by our Honorable Masters, that he there- 
fore recommends to the Board to consider of the 
steps proper to b<^ taken on this affair. 

** Our. records being thereupon referred to, so 
many precedents appeared of the prerogative men- 
tioned by the English Government in cases of this 
nature, confirmed from England and confessed 
by the Fathers of this Roman Church ; ‘that the 
Board having fully considered the nature and ten- 
dency of this matter : — Resolved and ordered, 
that an instrument be drawn out, appointing Padre 
Sevcrini, Superior and Chief Pasior of the Church 
of Si. Andrew in this Town, on the model of that 
given on a like occasion by the President and 
Council in February 1707. 

“ That the same be translated into Latin to be 
signed by the Bbard >. and {hat an order also in 
Latin be delivered by the Secretary to Padre Seve- 
rini, directing him to read or cause the said instru- 
ment of our induction to be read publicly in his 
Church qn Sunday next, the Secretary being pre- 
sent. 

“ Agreed for' several rensdus that obviate them- 
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selves, to separate the grounds of these our reso- 
lutions from our other more public advices to our 
Honorable Masters by the “ Heathcote” now dis- 
patching. 5 ' 

“ Wednesday, 15th February, 1744. The Secre- 
tary acquaints the Board that pursuant to our 
order he had delivered to Father Severini, our In- 
strumental of induction, and order for publishing 
the same ; conformable tea which J)e had by'fhe 
Father’s appointment attended at the Boman 
Church at 9 o’clock on Sunday morning last, where 
the said instrument was publicly read to the con- 
gregation by Father Banatus in the Latin and also 
in Portuguese'” 

Our next extract illustrates the proceedings of 
the Nixam and the Mahrattas. 

“ Wednesday, 15th February, 1744. The 
President acquaints the Board that the Shroffs 
have received advices from the country that matters 
are come to an accommodation between the Nizam 
and the Mahrattas, and that the latter were retired ; 
which seemed in some measure to be confirmed by 
the Shroffs and others sending back to Arcot'the 
treasures they had brought in here within these few 
days ; wherefore he proposed, and it is agreed, to 
advise thereof to St. iJavids, that they may go on 
with their business ; # warning thim at the same 
time to proceed with caution, as it is believed the 
Mahrattas have still some designs to recover Tri- 
chinopoly.” 

The affairs at Arcot next engage our retention. 

Monday, 5th March, 1744. The President ac- 
quaints the Board thaff Coja Namah Futta Khan, 
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— who commands in the province in the place of 
his father Coja Abdulla Khan, the present nominal 
Nabob of Aicot, — had sent him a horse and Seer- 
paw on his ooming to the government ; and that 
he found it was expected there should be a present 
made in return as is customary to a Nabob on such 
occasions. But that as the Nizam was returned 
into the province, and it is rumouifed the Nabob- 
ship of Arcot .will soon be settled, be judged it 
might be proper to wait sometime ; that we might 
avoid the extraordinary charge of sending another 
present, in ease it should not be confirmed on the 
same person.” . 

The fellow in g notice of a forcible Attempt made 
by a Madras Shroff to recover a debt from an 
English merchant is very curious. It does not 
however reflect much honour on the creditor. 

" Thursday, 8th March, 1744. The Dissident 
acquaints the Board that on Sunday last he receiv- 
ed a letter from Mr. Daniel Beiriman at St. 
Thomas’ Mount, complaining of his having been 
insulted there by one Dialdoss, a.' fiuzerat Shroff, 
and tan inhabitant of this place who had endeavour- 
ed, by the assistance of the Moor Havildar of St. 
Thoind, to take him by force and carry him 
thither ; which being also confirmed to him from 
Other hands, he Wad sent out^a party of peons to 
prevent it ; who bringing Dialdoss in with them 
he had ordered him into the custody of the Peddft 
Naick. The following are the circumstances of the 
affair. M r. Berriman having borrowed lflOO 
rupees of this Dialdoss, and the time for payment 
being elapsed, he, Dialdoss, 'had often demanded 
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his money, and been put off by Mr. Berrimnn 
with promises of discharging it. Mr. Berriman 
going to the Mount, the other followed him thither, 
insisted on immediate payment, and would not be 
satisfied with Mr. Berriman’ s assurances that he 
would return to Town ih two or three days and 
endeavonr to pay him his due. But on the c6n- 
trary, Dialdoss* applied to the Havildar of St. 
Thom£ for his assistance to, oblige Mr. Berrinian 
to an immediate payment, or to carry him to St. 
Thoml j promising the Havildar 250 rupees or a 
quarter part of the principal debt for his pains. 
Thereupon the Havildar sent a party of peons, 
who had laid hold of Mr. Berriman ; but > on his 
drawing his sword they quitted him, and gave him 
an opportunity of getting into Mr. Barlow’s gar- 
dens, and thence into his house, where he remained 
and advised the President from thence of the 
circumstances he was in. JU1 that night the Moors 
peons continued about Mr. Barlow’s doors, and 
were very noisy and insolent, but the next .morning 
some of the English Gentlemen who happened to 
be there, having represented to Dialdoss the irre- 
gularity and ill consequences of such a proceeding, 
the Moor peons retired before the party sent from 
hence reached the Mould ; which last meeting with 
Dialdoss brought him into Town wWth them. 

“ This behaviour of Dialdoss, carrying in it a 
high insult on the English government, and an 
absolute breach of the Honorable Company’s order, 
and the long established rules of the place, which 
prohibit any application being made by any of onr 
inhabitants to the Motffs or Gcntoo officers, even 
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in disputes with or demands on each other, much 
less where the English are concerned ; and nothing 
offering in vindication of him or in extenuation of 
his offence ; since he had neither applied to the 
President or Court in the matter, but had taken 
upon him to pursue his o\vn measures, so incon- 
sistent with good order, and by no means to- be 
suffered in a government to whose tribunal alone 
its ' inhabitants, as wel] Europeans as others, ore 
subject in all cases. It is judged highly expedient 
to make him suffer some mark of our resentment, 
either by fine or corporal punishment. The first 
of these means being preferred, and it being de- 
bated vfthat tlie amount of the fine should be, it 
was considered that Dialdoss is but in the lower 
class of the Shroffs, and that probably Mr. Berri- 
man’s debt to him will not be paid soon if ever ; 
and therefore agreed and resolved that he «be fined 
only 300 pagodas, and tly^t he continue under his 
present confinement till he pay the same. 

“ The Board 'were then proceeding to consider 
in what manner to show the Havildar of St. 
Thome our resentment of his conduct ; when there 
came into the Port one Mahmud Hussein, a prin- 
cipal inhabitant of St. Thome, whom the Havildar 
had sent to ask the President’s pardon for what 
had been done ; '•and Ijy whom he urged in his ex- 
cuse, that he was a strange^ to affairs with the 
English, being come lately from a distant country 
4o this appointment ; and that being made sensi- 
ble of the error he had been guilty of in concerning 
himself with our inhabitants, lie should take c are 
not to do the like in future. 1 The President having 
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acquainted us with this message, and the Havildar 
being a relation of Nabob Coja Abdulla Khan, it 
was agreed to rest satisfied with this his submis- 
sion ; but the President to let him know, that if he 
or any other Havildar qf St. Thome, shall here- 
after presume to concern himself in any matters 
respecting this government, we are determined to 
take our full satisfaction ; and that he or they vjjili 
be answerable for all the consequences that may 
ensue thereon.” 

We now enter upon interesting illustration of 
the relation between the English at Fort St. 
George and the Nizam of the Dekkan. 

“ Thursday* 29th March, 1744. The' Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that he had received a 
letter from Nizam-ul-Mulk, in which he mentions 
to have sent to this place, under charge of two of 
his officers, several parcels of goods ; desiring him 
to receive the same and forward them to Surat, be- 
ing designed for the Mogul’s Court. With this 
letter came also oijc from Coja Abdulla l£han, and 
another from Imaum Sahib, to the like purport 

“ The Board having taken the same into consi- 
deration, are of opinion that we ought by all means 
to avoid the taking theqgoods into our custody, in 
order to send them on to Surat ; sjnee if any acci- 
dent should happen them? in the passage, and 
the Court be disappointed of them, they who are 
not conversant with sea affairs/ and the casualties 
of those conVfeyauces, might look upon the Honor- 
able Company as obliged to taake*good the loss, 
which might be rated qt their pleasure and occa- 
sion a large demand, and thereby involve this or 
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some other of the Company’s settlements in dis- 
pute with the Mogul’s officers, who would be 
under the absolute orders of their Sovereign, and 
obliged to the execution of them, though of a 
nature how unjust soeve^. 

“ That as this great person is yet in the pro- 
vince, and every officer in it subordinate to him 
and acting by his orders, it is ouV business to en- 
deavour to k^ep far with him ; more' especially as 
we have some favours to expect from him ; that 
therefore it may be prqper for us to show a seem- 
ing willingness to comply with his request, but 
that wc endeavour to shun every circumstance 
that mfty have a tendency to draw any ill conse- 
quence from that compliance ; and which we pre- 
sume may be done by representing to him the risk 
of all conveyances by sea ; and to concern our- 
selves no further than in giving Iris servant any as- 
sistance when an opportunity offers to the port of 
Surat ; and by leaving the whole management to 
them inutile conducting them .thither. That the 
goods be continued under charge of Imaum Sahib’s 
people, to whom the officers had orders to deliver 
them ; and who were afterwards to procure the 
President’s receipt, whic|j we can by no means 
think it consistent with our duty to the company 
to take upon us the risk of.*’ 

“ Monday, 2nd April, 1744. The President 
acquaints the Board, that agreeable to the advices 
from the country he communicated to us on the 
5 th instant, he is since informed that the Nizam- 
ul-Mulk, being returned to a place in the province 
called Guudecottah, about eight days’ journey dis- 
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tant from Arcot, has fixed the appointments to 
the several Nabobships of Cundanore, Golcondah, 
(Jorrapah and Arcot ; the last of which he had 
bestowed on Coja Abdulla Khan. But he dying 
the night he received lii^ commission, the Nizam 
had conferred it oil Anawardee Khan,* another # of 
his officers and late Nabob of Chicacoil ; a person* 
generally well esteemed and said to be very agree- 
able to the people. That Mauvasi Khan, son of 
this gentleman, is nominated for Dewan ; and 
some are of opinion Ima^m Sahib will be made 
Buxee ; that these persons are expected at Arcot 
in few days, and that the Nizam was preparing to 
set out for Golcondah. 

“ Hereupon the President proceeded to remark 
that though the Nizam had expressed to the 
gentlemen when at the camp, a willingness to fa- 
vour the Company ; and seemed then very well dis- 
posed to grant them some mark of it ; yet we 
have hitherto received no satisfactory answer con- 
cerning a dustuclj to pass the Company goods, 
custom free; or the other matters we were in 
hopes of ; which he believed must be, owing either 
to the insufficiency of Imaum Sahib’s interest with 
the Nizam, or to his yrant of attachment to our 
service. He therefore proposes, as^the only means 
the Nizam’s intended short stay in these parts 
has now left us, and the most likely to put an end 
to our Buspence, to address himself to the Nizam 

* This Anawardee Khan, better kijown as Anwar- 
odean, was the ancestor of the late dynasty of Nabobs of 
the Carnatic, and the father of the celebrated Mahom- 
med AIL 
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on. the occasion, by a letter as copied hereafter; 
which being read the Board unanimously agreed to 
the proposal ; being in hopes that the Nizam will 
not fail of showing some regard to the President’s 
letter ; or should it not at present meet with the 
desired success, that it may .at least serve a further 
purpose, by opening a correspondence with the 
Nizam which may enable us hereaiter to make our 
applications to him to more advantage. 

“ Letter of Governor Morse to Nabob Nizam-ul- 
Mulk Asof Jah Bahauder Sep ah Sautom. 

“ Your Excellency’s appearance in these parts 
the English looked upon as the most favourable 
circumstance that would possibly happen to them ; 
that thereby they might have the great honour of 
paying their respects to you, and that you might 
be informed of the assistance they have of late 
years given on many occasions to the subjects of 
his Majesty, when the commotions in the country 
rendered their lives as well as fortunes very unsafe 
without tlie walls of Chennapat'nam. They per- 
suaded themselves that these services would be 
acceptable to your Excellency, and that ihey would 
entitle them to your favour and regard. This they 
had the great pleasure to find by the reception and 
kind treatment i!he Gentleman met with, when they 
had the honour of being in your presence at 
Trichinopoly. 

“ By the blessings of God the affairs of this 
province are now settled, and your Excellency as 
I am informed on your departure from us ; before 
which 1 beg leave to hope? your Excellency will 
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grant us some mark of your favour, as shall -be 
agreeable to your great wisdom and generosity. 
This will show the world your kind acceptation of 
our- services to the Circar ; and is what I have 
waited for with the most^arnest desire, and wlpch 
1 should not have doubted to have been honoured 
with before now^ had the English been so fortunate 
as to have had an advocate to put your Excellency 
in mind of us, when matters of greater conse- 
quence would have admitted. Since I have failed 
in that point, I humbly presume to ask it myself 
of your Excellency ; whose goodness I shall entire- 
ly now rely on without any intercessor. This will 
be an addition to my happiness, as it will give me 
an opportunity of making this particular address 
to so great a personage as your Excellency, of 
whom I beg favourable ear to what I am now 
about to Represent ; and that the English Company 
provide goods in several pa*ts of this country, which 
is well known to be a very great advantage to the 
Circar, as well as # the inhabitants ; and fc)iat these 
are brought, at different times to Chenuapatnam 
and other places. The Jamadars of the country 
frequently stop them, and make unreasonable de- 
mands from us on this Recount. Though we have 
liis Majesty’s Royal firmaun for passing our goods 
custom free, to which g grcat«regard is always paid 
in Bengal ; yet the Foujdars in this province have 
not shown the same but have alwnys acted in 
opposition to the Royal order. I therefore, humbly 
entreat your Excellency would be * so gracious to 
grant a dustuck ; that by. virtue thereof the Eng- 
lish Company’s goods may be always freed from 
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paying any custom. This will strengthen and 
support us in asserting our right to the enjoyment 
of what his Majesty has so graciously favoured us 
with ; and I beg your Excellency would be pleased 
to $pnd down your perw?nna to the Governor of 
this province to the following effect : That in 

* consideration of the Royal lirmaun, and the ser- 

* vjce done to the Circar by the Governor of Chen- 

* napatnam, I have frdfed the English Company 

* from paying any custom on their goods which 

* they purchase in several parts of the country, and 

* carry to- Chennapatnani and other settlements.’ 

“ May it please your Excellency, the intent of 
my mentioning the sevvice to- the Circar is, that 
the copy of the sunnud which you in your good- 
ness may favour me with, will be sent to England 
to be laid before our Honourable Masters, who will 
be pleased with my behaviour in that respect, and, 
it will recommend me toHhem. 

“ I further entreat your Excellency -would be 
pleased io order one of the great persons, who is 
honoured with a seat in your noble presence, to re- 
ceive my addresses and offer them to your Excel- 
lency, as the Cossaids can have no admittance 
there. 

“ God preserve your Excellency many years in 
the highest felicity.” * c 

“Monday, 23rd April, 1744. The President 
observes to the Board that Anawardee Khan being 
now fixed in the Government, we must think of 
preparing a present for him and the other officers 
as usual ; and he hope<J it might be so managed 
that the present now to be'sent Hiight serve as well 
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for the President’s coming to the government, as 
the change of the Subahsliips. That the amount 
be about 1200 pagodas to the Nabob ; his son the 
Dewan, and serpentow the Minister, to each one 
according to wliat has J>een usual ; and that the 
Warehouse-keeper, with the approval of the Presi- 
dent do procure such articles as will be mos£ ac- 
ceptable to th€ Moors, that we have not already 
in our warehouse.” 

From the following extract it would seem that 
the Roman Catholic Chujcli offered no opposition 
to the arrangements of the Government of Fort 
St. George. 

Cf Saturday, 28th April, 1744. The President 
acquaints the Board, that Padrce Renatus had been 
with him, when he produced a commission from 
the Vicar General of the Order, received from 
France •by the ships lately arrived at Pondicherry, 
to nominate him, the slid Renatus, to be head of 
the Mission in the Indies, in the place of Padre 
Thomas deceased. But that as the Boa?d had al- 
ready determined to continue Padre Severini to be 
Chief Pastor of the Church here, he should fa no 
manner disobey our orders in that respect, but sub- 
mit entirely to them ^ which the President had re- 
commended to him punctually to observe, that 
thereby peace and gpod order nfight be preserved 
amongst the Fathers of the Church.” 

The following extract from a general letter from 
the Court of Directors dated London, 10th March, 
1744, is the only announcement which wg can find 
at this time respecting the Protestant Missionaries. 

“ The Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
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ledge having represented, there are some vacancies 
by the removal of Missionaries on your coast, we 
have permitted the llevd. Mr. Klein and the Revd. 
Mr. Breithaupt to take passage upon this ship, in 
order to carry on that gpod work among the 
Indians. 

Samuel 4 Peake & 
Members of Council.” 

c 

The following proceedings of the new Nabob as 
regards the mints may be interesting to some of 
our readers. 

“ Saturday, 6tli May, 1744. The President 
and Warehouse- keeper report to the- Board, that 
they had endeavoured to dispose of some silver 
agreeable to Order of Consultation of the 28th of 
last month ; but that they had found it impossible 
to do it on any tolerable terms owing to the country 
mints being all shut up b^the Nabob’s order, and 
all Shroffs’ business thereby at a full stand. That 
it is reported that the Nabob intends shortly to 
issue out orders for rupees of twelve penny weight 
fine, to be only current hereafter in his Subuhships : 
and to suppress those that are so now on account 
of their being of so low a touch as two penny 
weight worse, which the itinters have brought 
them to by tampeiing with the officers of the Circar 
for some time past. 1 

“ The President also acquaints the Board that 
by his advices several of the minters from Cove- 
long, St. Thom&and the other mints belonging to 
the Circar, had been to Arcot to represent to the 
Nabob the great loss that wRs yearly sustained to 
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the Circar and them by the business done at our 
mint and that of Pondicherry ; in order to move the 
Nabob to put a stop to them, and to take away 
the chops for the Arcot Itupees ; but that he had 
given them no answer^ as yet, nor any ways in- 
terrupted us in our coinage or the French in 
theirs.” 

About this* period, the French at Pondicherry 
seemed inclined to interfere with Jhe trade oT the 
English. The following extracts will explain 
themselves. 

“ Monday, l4tli May, 1744. The President ac~ 
cpiaints the Board, that the merchants had been 
with him tw'o days past, and produced letters from 
their people in the Weaving Towns, advising that 
some persons from the French ’had been there to 
procure musters of our several sorts of middling 
and ordinary cloths, and to enquire the prices ; 
and that they had give*# out as usual that a large 
quantity was wanted at Pondicherry. That there- 
upon he had ordered the merchants to^end some 
persons immediately they could confide in, to know 
the truth, and what the French agents were about; 
that if they found any attempts were making to 
engage the weavers in th^ir business, in prejudice 
of our Company, th$y should do their utmost to 
prevent it, which he thinks mi^ht be done with 
the less difficulty (unless the French should ad- 
vance on the prices) as these weavers had been en- 
tirely employed by our merchants for several years; 
and he supposes the French coining jnto these 
parts lor the ordinary sortments, to proceed from 
their being disappoiftted at Salem, from whence 
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and from Worriapollara, and Chemanaickpollam , 
they have been supplied hitherto, and never before 
attempted any but fine cloths in these parts.” 

“Monday, 21st May, 1744. The Nabob has at 
length sent his Purwanna to the several mints of 
Circar, to coin Arcot Rupees of seven penny 
weight better than standard, and to be allowed 
twenty-seven per mill for the charge of coiuage ; 
and that these, rupees ai-e to be the current stand- 
ard hereafter ; but the Slirotfs not being satisfied 
with that touch, or paying twenty-seven per mill 
instead of seventeen as before, have hitherto re- 
fused to coin any rupees.” 

“ Monday, 28th May, 1 744. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that the persons whom the mer- 
chants had sent In to the country on notice of the 
French brokers being at the Weaving Towns, are 
returned with an account that the French , 'brokers 
and weavers had several neetiugs ; and that seve- 
ral of the latter were inclined to engage with them, 
in order tp get some ready money into their hands ; 
but that our brokers had represented to them that 
if they offered to do so they would immediately 
apply to the Havildars and oblige them to pay 
what they stood indebted ; that such a be- 
haviour was shameful in them who had for 
several years worked only for the English ; 
that if they desired a small advance of money, 
they should have it from them ; all which with 
the assistance of the Havildars had settled the 
matter in,. our fa your ; and the Havildars had pro- 
'mised on behalf of their people that unless the 
French advanced in our pieces, they should not 
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carry away a piece of cloth from us ; but in that 
case, the weavers were poor people and must make 
the most of their time and labour. The same 
persons add that before they came away the French 
brokers had left the Towns. ^ 

•* The President reads a letter he received yester- 
day from Anawarodeen Khan, our Nabob; in wlfich 
he desires to hftve silver to the amount of twenty 
thousand pagodas at the cheapest {ate ; and Chat 
for the future he may be acquainted with what 
silver is imported in this place before sale is made 
of it. ‘ 

41 The occasion of this letter, which we cannot 
but look upon as a very extraordinary one, wc 
imagine, must proceed from the Nabob’s resent- 
ment at the shroffs’ behaviour in endeavouring to 
thwart his designs in having the rupee coin re- 
stored tt> what it was some years past ; and there- 
fore to convince them of 4iis being in earnest, he is 
now resolved to coin those rupees himself, to cir- 
culate in the province ; for which he nqw wants 
silver of us. But as negotiations of this sort arc 
new, and for which there is no precedent, and rflay, 
if complied with, involve us, or those that succeed 
to the affairs of this I^rfeeidency, in many troubles 
and vexatious disputes with the country govern- 
ment, and if onre bqgan in • this instance may be 
very difficult to a stop to ; that therefore we 
refer him to the merchants of this place, for what 
silver he may have occasion for now and in future, 
which the Nabobs of Arcot have Mthert^done by 
their servants or persons residing in this place ; 
and that we further represent to him, an answer 

44 
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to that part of his letter in which he*desires to be 
informed of what silver is imported here before it 
is sold, that it would be the cause of delay in busi- 
ness, and might greatly detriment the person who 
has any to dispose of. This we hope will satisfy 
him, and it is probable the shroffs wili now make 
their peace with him, and submit to his will in 
this matter ; .and that he will then drop the de- 
sigif of coining himsel'i. But however that be, 
that we by no means consent to the establishing 
any such custom or usage in the place of a tend- 
ency prejudicial to the interest of it, the well 
carrying on of business, and against the freedom 
of trade allowed to every one here ; that whilst we 
have the orders and authority of the Honorable 
Company to support, us, we are determined not to 
give up the least point, wherein the general wel- 
fare is eoucerued at the instance of any one;whom- 
soever. 

“ An answer to ’Ihe Nabob’s letter being here- 
upon prepared by the President is now read and 
approved of, copy of which is entered hereafter.” 

“To Nabob Anaioarodeen Khan Bahauder. 

“ I have received your Excellency’s letter, and 
observe the contents. As to the silver you have 
occasion for, 1 have enquired among the Mer- 
chants, and find that your Excellency by sending 
your servants may readily be supplied by them 
with the quantity yon write for at the market 
price ; and they will have all the assistance in 
my powes when'they come here for that purpose, 
as I take great pleasure in obliging your Ex- 
cellency. 
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“ As to wftiat you ore pleased to mention about 
first advising before any silver is sold, I beg leave 
to represent to your Excellency that such a method 
would very much impede the business of this place, 
and often greatly detriment the Merchant who 
brings silver here ; as sometimes his stay if\ not 
more than three or four days in his way to 
other parts, and therefore his affairs will not 
permit him to lose any* time in-exchanging his 
money. As your Exeellehcy will, 1 presume, ac- 
cording to ancient custom, have some Merchants 
to reside here to act for your Excellency in the 
Circar business ; they will always be in the way 
of purchasing any silver, in like manrlter as the 
other persons employed in such negotiation here, 
and when recommended by you will be entitled to. a 
particular regard. What can I say more ?” 

The* following announcement is simple enough, 
but it was one pregnan# of importance for India. 

“ Thursday, 31st May, 1744. About seven this 
evening - anchored in our road the .-Honorable 
Company’s ship ** Winchester,” Captain Gabrial 
Steward from England, last from the coast of 
Brazil.” On board this ship was a young man 
destined to found th<^ British Empire in the East . 
His name was Robert Clive. % The voyage had 
been a long one, forethe freshest letter she brought 
from the Court of Directors was dated 2nd March 
1742. 

The following illustrations of the progress of af- 
fairs at Arcot require no explanatfon. 

•“ Saturday, 3rd Jnne, 1744. The President 
acquaints the Board that he had been informed 
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from Areot, that the Nabob on the feceipt of the 
President’s letter on the affair of the silver seemed 
well satisfied to have that business go on in the 
same method as formerly ; and that his head Shroff 
there had since appointed some persous here to 
transact all such as related to the Circar ; w hich 
we nope will prevent any applications of that nature 
to us in future.” 

“ Monday, Llth June; 1 744. The present Nabob 
being as yet u strangef to most of the affairs of 
the province, and more especially to those relating 
to the European nations ; and as there may be 
persous about him who from interest, or some other 
views, m‘iy represent to him things to our preju- 
dice in many respects, at his first entering on his 
government and before he may be rightly informed 
of the real matters of fact ; the President proposes 
to the Board, that as wc are now sending a 'present 
to him as usual on his accession, we desire of Hod- 
jee Addee to accompany it ; and that lie make use 
of this opportunity to discourse with the Nabob ou 
such matters as may give him a knowledge of wliat 
mos£ concerns our interest and the establishing a 
good opinion of us with him ; as well ns with his 
Dcwan in whom he places an entire confidence and 
who executes hiq orders in general ; the Nabob’s 
age of eighty-five years not permitting him to do 
much himself. By these means we may hope to 
baflle any sinister designs intended against us ; as 
well as prevent the Nabob’s receiving any impres- 
sions to our prejudice ; and ns this gentleman 
Hodjee Addee is esteemed a person of an extraor- 
dinary good capacity and address, and we have all 
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the reason to Believe him perfectly devoted to U9j 
that he may be very serviceable to us, and the 
sending him may answer very good purposes ; 
which being the opinion of the Board, the Presi- 
dent is desired to asl^ this favour of Hodjee 
Addee” 

Another tragedy was carried out this year at 
Arcot. We have already noticed the murder of 
Subder Ali ; we have now tc^note thejnurdcr of Bis 
son. 

€t Tuesday, 26t.h June, # 1744. The President 
acquaints the Board that lie had yesterday re- 
ceived an account from Arcot that on the 23rd 
instant the son of our late Nabob Suder AlfrKhan, 
named S&hib Judda, was murdered there with 
some others of his relations and family by Edel 
Khan, a Patan, at the instigation of Mortez Ali 
Khan, thtsame person, who liad killed the father 
in October 1742. That Mortez Ali had promised 
this Patan and some others, a lac of Rupees to de- 
stroy the Nabob, # and another lac for dpdng the 
same to Spliib Judda, and four more ; and by put- 
ting these persons out of the way he expected*to 
have had it in his power to seize the government, 
and by sums of money # to get it confirmed to him. 
The mosque wa3 the place pitched on to put their 
design in execution against the Nabob.- They had 
waited eleven days in expectation of seeing him 
there, but an indisposition had kept him from 
going t and the 22nd which was Friday when they 
perform service at the mosque hfe purposed to 
have gone, but having ordered our people to at- 
tend him that morning with the present, he was 
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so curious as to open and look on every article, 
which took up two hours ; and after our people 
were dismissed he sent to know if the service of 
the mosque was over, and word being brought 
that it was, he retired t q his chamber, and provi- 
dentially escaped from the wicked design formed 
against his life. The Vatan atul eleven of his 
companions were cut off immediately and two 
more executed one of* whom confessed the whole 
affair, and had the obligation about him signed 
and sealed by Mortez Ali Khan, for the payment 
of the two lacs on their performing the above 
conditions. 

" The Nabob hereupon sent for his son from 
Triehinopoly and doubled the guqrd at Arcot ; 
and it is said is preparing to go against Vellore 
Fort, where Mortez Ali Khan is at present in 
order to bring him to justice . ” 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. NICHOLAS MORSE. 

( QtntinuA.J 
1744—4,5. 

Outlie 21st March, 1744, King George II. 
declared war against France, and on the 5th Sep- 
tember the lie As reached Fort St. George.* This 
event will sufficiently explain the following ex- 
tracts. 

“ Saturday, 8th September, 1744. Agreed to 
advise the Gentlemen at the three Northern settle- 
ments, of war being declared with France ; to 
caution them to be upon their guard, and to take 
the most effectual means for securing thcjdonora- 
ble Company’s effects in case of any attempts 
from the enemy. 

“ For the more ready communicating any ad- 
vices between us and Bengal during the war, it is 
•agreed to place Tappy peons at the distance of 
about three Gentoo miles between this place and 
Masulipatam ; to order Mr. Hallyburton to do the 
same from thence to Maddepollam ; as Mr. 
Sanders from Maddepollam to Ingeram ; and the 
Gentleman at Vizagapatam from *thenc« to In- 
geram Southward, and to Ganjam Northward. 
To which last place it is* agreed to desire the Gen- 
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tlemen in Bengal to place others a3 we ore inform- 
ed was practised in the last war.” 

This month is also marked by the circumstance 
that Robert Clive, writer, drew his tirst quarter’s 
pay of £L 5s. ; be being- in the receipt of the 
magnificent salary of £3 per annum. 

Our next extract illustrates a curious bit of 
}iqnesty as regards the payment of the Town rent 
of 1200 pagodas to the Nabob Anawarodecn Khan. 

“ Tuesday, 25th September, 1744. The Pre- 
sident acquaints the Beard, that on some reference 
he had occasion a few days ago to make to the 
general books, he observed that the Town rent had 
not be&n paid for the year ending the 30th June 
1743 ; and found upon inquiry that the same had 
not been demanded in the time of Mr. Benyon. 
From whence he was induced to think the late 
frequent changes in the Nabobsliip might have oc- 
casioned it to be forgotten ; and he had therefore 
designed to propose to the Board whether the 
province being now more settled, it might not have 
a veiy good effect oil the minds of the governing 
powers, with regard both to our Honorable 
Master’s affairs as well as their reputations and 
our own, if we should at & proper time remind 
them of the omission, and offer payment of that 
year’s rent. But that such his design was ren- 
dered abortive by the demand made of it yester- 
day : when he found that it had not eseftped at- 
tention as above, but that the reason of our pre- 
sent Nabob’s not demanding it with the last year’s, 
was its being due to Coja, Namah Tulla Khan’s 
Jaggier ; and that the death of his father had oc- 
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cusioned its lying so long undemanded. Ordered 
that 1200 pagodas be paid out of cash.” 

Towards the end of the year the attempts of 
the Mahmttas to recover Trichinopoly from the 
Nizam were beginning to excite alarm, as will be 
seen by the following extract. . 

“ Monday, ^lOtli December, 1744. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that he has receive^ ad- 
vice fram the Country tltet upon«the repeated re- 
ports of the design of the Mahrattas to invade 
this and the adjacent provinces, our Nabob set 
out some days pa?t to join his forces with those 
of the other Subahs of Corrapa and Cundanore, 
to oppose the Muhrattas ; and that they "are to be 
further assisted by a detachment from Nizam’s 
army, which was already set out under the com- 
mand of Syed Luskar Khan to meet the others at 
the paSses. But the same advices imported also, 
that messengers have lfcen dispatched from the 
United Subahs to offer the Mahrattas a pretty 
large sum of mgney ; which it was judged by most 
people would be preferred by the King of Sattara 
(Sahoo Kajali) to the uncertain chance of a battle 
with the combined forces of' thoee Subahs.” 

On the opening of # the new year, a squadron of 
Englishmen-of- war was already «jn its way to the 
Coast of Coromandel. The extracts will explain 
ihemselves as they almost entirely refer to the pre- 
parations for defence, and to the communications 
which passed between Fort St. George and the 
Nabob. 

“ Tuesday, 18th January, 1745. The Presi- 
dent produces to the^Boord a letter, which being 

45 
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opened and read, was found to be from, the Secret 
Committee, bearing date the 18th April hist, ad- 
vising of some of his Majesty’s ships of war being 
intended for these parts, and ordering us to supply 
the Captains with what money they may want for 
stores and provisions, and directing the rate of the 
exchange. 

** The President then told the Board that the said 
letter was forwarded to him from Tranquebar, and 
came enclosed in one from Captain Edward Peyton, 
Commander of his Majesty’s ship the “ Medway,” 
wherein he advised him of his leaving Madagascar 
in October, in company with Commodore Barnet 
in the “ Deptford” and the “ Preston and that 
on his arrival at Aclieen the 23rd November in 
company with the “ Dolphin,” he found lying 
there, the “ Favouritte,” a French company’s ship 
of fifty guns, of which he made prize ; that on 
their leaving Acheen on the 14th December, they 
had taken the ship with them on their cruise, with 
the French. Captain, his son, and the Purser ; but 
that they had released the rest of the ship’s com- 
pany, being about one hundred and sixty men, on 
their parole not to bear arms against the King of 
Great Britain or his subjects for six months, and 
that the said menwere come over on the Danes’ 
ship to Tranquebar. 

“ That we may not be unprepared to comply 
with the commands of the Secret Committee in 
case of any of his Majesty’s ships coming to this 
port, it ist agreed and ordered that the Paymaster 
set about procuring a qunntity of oxen and hogs ; 
uud to request of the Gentlemen of Bombay to 
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supply us with about eight hundred or a thousand 
bags of Jamboosier wheat, which we believe will 
be a more acceptable a«d proper food for their 
men than rice. 

“ It being also consylered that it will be much 
more convenient to have some place ready for the 
reception of the sick men that may come ashore 
from His Majesty’s ships, than to mix them with 
those of the garrison ; besides tlujt the accbm- 
modations of an hospital are too confined even for 
our own people ; it is agreed and ordered that the 
Paymaster, accompanied by the surgeons, do 
survey the granary on the Island, and report to 
the Hoard whether it may not be made to serve 
that purpose. Ordered also that the Paymaster 
get provided a quantity of hospital clothing, with 
cots, and other things necessary for the sick men.” 

Meantime, as will be seen by the following 
extract, the Mahrattas *aro still causing great 
alarm. 

** Friday, 4th January, 1745. The president 
acquaints the Board, that he has this morning re- 
ceived advice from the country, that an arm/ of 
Mahrattas consisting of 76,000 horse were advanced 
within four days’ march of the Kistna ; and that 
the King of Sattara fSahoo ltajah) refusing the 
oft'er^-hitherto made Jiy Nizam *and the several 
Nabobs, demanded also Trichinopoly to be restor- 
ed to him, besides the usual chout ; the former of 
which having been refused them, it is apprehended 
they will endeavour to possess themselves of it by 
force of arms. 

“ As it is not unlikely the Mahrattas will take 
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•their route through this province, it is Agreed 
to caution the Gentlemen at St. David’s to 
he sparing in their advances to their mer- 
chants, till we can learn with more certainty 
that matters are likely tg be accommodated. It 
is agreed' also to advise them to be on their 
guard ; as the capture of the ‘ Favouritte’ at 
Acheen may possibly put their Poridicherry neigh- 
bours upon some enterprise against them. 

“ The Paymaster acquaints the Board that pur- 
suant to order of last Consultation he has been 
with the surgeons to survey the granary on the Is- 
land, which they find may he made fit for the re- 
ception Of the naen-of- war’s sick people, by opening 
a few windows for the benefit of air, and some 
other small alteration, which he computes will not 
cost above 20t) pagodas. Ordered that he set 
about them forthwith.” 

“Monday, 25th February, 1745. A petition 
of Peter JJencker and James Calvineer, two victu- 
aled of this Town read, containing proposals for 
furnishing the men of war that may come to this 
port with beef and pork ; on condition that the 
Board advance them a sura of money upon their 
giving security for the repayment thereof by the 
1st of October next ; and permit them to make an 
enclosure on the Island for securing the cattk they 
buy with their provisions ; offering also to take the 
oxen and hogs already provided by the Paymaster 
for that purpose in part of such advance. 

“ The«£aid proposals being considered, and that 
thereby the risk of mortality and farther charges 
will be saved to our Honorable Masters ; and no 
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ill convenience offering in objection ; it is agreed 
to accept them, but with this proviso ; that it shall 
not be understood to restrain any other persons who 
may be willing to supply his Majesty’s ships with 
better provisions or ori cheaper terms ; and the 
Paymaster is accordingly ordered to advance them 
one thousand pagodas, including therein the 
amount of the? live cattle he lias provided in con- 
sequence of our resolutionsof the hst of Janu&ry j 
which he is likewise ordered to deliver them, taking 
their bond for the same w^th sufficient security for 
the repayment by the 1st of October next.” • 

“Monday, 4th March, 1745. The President 
produces to* the Board a letter in its translate he 
received from the Nabob the 2nd instant ; which 
being read is ordered to be entered hereafter for our 
Honorable Master’s notice ; but for the remarks 
it is liable it is thought proper to suspend them 
till we write next to England.” 

From Nabob Anaioarodmi Khan Bahadur ^ Subqh of 

the Province at Madegiry near BassaiZapalam , 
received March 2nd 1745. 

** I am informed that there has been war declar- 
ed between the Kings of England and France, by 
which means your Honor and the Governor of 
Pondicherry arc likely to have disturbance J*with 
each other. But as the seaport towns belong to 
the Great Mogul, it is by no means proper that you 
and the French should quarrel and have disputes 
together there. There have been lately some dis- 
turbances in Bengal on account of the Germans ; 
but it is very improper to have commotions raised 
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in the sea-ports of Ilindoostan which belong to his 
most sovereign Majesty the Great Mogul, and 
where nothing of this nature has ever been suffer- 
ed. I must now advise you, therefore, that it^will 
upon all accounts be best for both nations to live 
in peace and friendship with each other j and when 
your Europe ships arrive near the sea-ports to act' 
hostilities, you will lay your positive orders on 
them not to light there, 'for the end of these things 
will not be good. 

“ By God Almighty’s grace, Ballajee Naick has 
been entirely defeated by the Mahomedan army, 
and run away out of their sight. But our army 
is in pufsuit of the enemy, and by the blessing of 
God matters will be accommodated in a short time. 
What can I say more ?” 

“ Monday, 11th March, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board, that there is advice come in 
from the country of the Nabobs having had another 
engagement with the Mahrattas, in which a son- 
in-law of? Ballajee Naick, the Mahratta General, 
was taken prisoner. Notwithstanding which, by 
the best intelligence he can get of the Mahratta’s 
designs, they are still determined on the retaking 
qf Trichinopoly ; and it is believed will take their 
rout_tkithcr through the Biddanore country ; in 
which case it is to be hoped 'the cloth towns of 
Worriarpollam and Chemanaickpollam, and the 
parts adjacent to Fort St. David, wiU escape their 
ravages.” 

“ Monday, 25th March, 1745. The President 
lays before the Board a letter he received yesterday 
from Nabob Anawarodeen Khan ; in which he men- 
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tions that having heard of the wars breaking ont 
in Europe between the English and French na- 
tions, which might occasion some interruption to 
the trade of the Mogul subjects, he had therefore 
thought fit to grant the, Moguls colours and his 
passes to the native subjects, as also to strangers ; 
strictly forbidding any molestation to be offered to 
ships with suchfyiss-ports and colours ; otherwise 
that the aggressors must ^e answerable for any 
loss sustained. 

.** Upon which the llqard observed that the 
French had, since the capture of the “ Favoritte,” 
been endeavouring to amuse the Nabob and his 
officers, that it had been their desire to promote 
pacific measures ; and on the other side to repre- 
sent us as the disturbers of the tranquility in 
India. That the ship they sent to Mocha in Janu- 
ary had the Nabob’s pass and colours, obtained as 
we may suppose with a design to embarrass us 
with the government ; in case of her being taken 
by the men of wiyr : since they must ktfow they 
could not be a protection to that ship. Tlia^ it 
appears to us, the Nabob is unacquainted with the 
laws and customs of European nations in such 
cases ; or he must ha v§ judged it of little purpose 
to send orders of this nature, for, restraining the 
shipping of our nation from* acting offensively in 
the seas he mentiorfs, notwithstanding the pass and 
colours granted by the Moors ; which therefore we 
think proper to represent to him, that he may not 
take it ill when any accidents of this kind happen, 
and that he may be assured our ships are only act- 
ing conformable to what the laws and customs or 
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European nations have made a rule for their con- 
duct on such occasions.” 

“ Agreed that an ' answer be drawn up to the 
above mentioned purpose to be sent to the Nabob ; 
and that Hodjee Addee he desired to explain to 
hjm more fully these matters, the better to satisfy 
him in this point, and to prevent any designs of 
the'French to our prejudice ; persons in his post 
being generally too apt 4 to expect an implicit obedi- 
ence to their orders, which the nature of this case 
will not admit.” ^ 

“ Monday, 15tli April, 1745. The President 
accpiaints the Board, that on his receiving advice 
late larit ni^ht of the Mnhrattas having plundered 
some of the towns on this side of Arcot, he had 
this morning ordered all the cloths in from the 
Washing towns, which is approved.” 

“Monday, 15 th April, 1745. The “President 
acquaints the Board tfcsit he had received advice 
this morning, that an army of 150,000 Malxrattas 
had passed by Ganjain in their march Northward 
towards Bengal.” 

“ Monday, 29th April, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board that by a Dutch ship lately 
arrived on this coast from. Batavia, it is reported 
that Commodore Barnet had taken the three 
French homeward hound: China ships, as the 
“ Winchelsea” Privateer had thfe “ St. Benoit” ano- 
ther French ship, bound from China for the Is- 
lands ; and that this ship left at Batavia, the 
Commodore the Lord Northesk, the “ Winchel- 
sea” Privateer, and her consort, with their above- 
* mentioned prizes ; and olir Honorable Masters’ 
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ships “ Wager” and ** Porto Bello.” The “ Med- 
way” and “ Dolphin” had not then joined the 
Commodore.” 

“ Monday, 13th May, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board that on account of the Na- 
bob’s absence from Arcot, and for some other 
reasons, Hodjee Addee had advised him to defer 
the sending awtiy the answer to the Nabob’s letter 
he produced to us the 25tb of Marqh ; but th&t it 
being now thought proper to send it, the same is 
read and approved and the said letter and answer 
ordered to be copied hereafter.” 

“ To His Excellency Nabob Anatcarodeen Khan 
Bahatider, May the 14 th 1745. 

“ I received your Excellency’s perwanna, in 
which you are pleased to mention that as there is 
war commenced between the’ English and French 
nation, that you had in oi*der to prevent any mo- 
lestation happening to the ships belonging to the 
subjects of His Most Excellent Majesty the Great 
Mogul empowered llodjec Abdul Hndee* Foujdar 
of Mylapoor, to deliver out passes in your name 
to the subjects of his said majesty, as well a 3 to 
strangers ; and also to wear the Moors colours in 
their voyages to and fro in the several ports of 
India. By virtue of wtiich you are pleased to di- 
rect that they are not to bs interrupted in their 
voyages ; and if they should be that the persons 
so offending will be liable to your displeasure. To 
which with all respect I beg leave to say, that the 
amity that subsists between the high an<J mighty 
Emperor the Great Mogul, Imd his Majesty of 
England, will not penfiit the English subjects to 

46 
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offer any violence or acts of hostility to the ships 
belonging to the subjects of the great Mogul. May 
it please your Excellency, that sometimes differ- 
ences arise between the several princes in Europe, 
as particularly there is now between the English 
and French ; in which case if the French make 
use in their trade of the Moors colours and passes, 
pretending thereby that they belong to the sub- 
ject's of the Great Mogui : the English Command- 
ers will notwithstanding make prizes of such ships 
as will the French do the same to the English on 
the like occasions, should they also have the Moors 
passes or colours. Your Excellency will be as- 
sured tlmt in these matters each nation acts agree- 
able to their laws and in obedience to the orders 
of their respective Sovereigns. What can I say 
more?” 

“ Tuesday, 4th June, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board he has received intelligence 
that the French at Pondicherry are making great 
preparations to act offensively, as well as defen- 
sively ; and that they expect a number of men 
froih the Islands which may put them upon some 
enterprise ; that their neighbourhood to Fort St. 
David, and the uncertainty of his Majesty’s squa- 
dron coming on the coast 4 to give us any assis- 
tance for some time, ' being, considered ; as also 
that the success of the latter to the Eastward may 
probably excite the enemy’s resentment ; and Fort 
at. David from its nearness, and the quantity of 
cloth lyipg there embaled, not improbably become 
their first object : - He therefore proposes to the 
consideration of the Board? whether it may not be 
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a means to abate the euemy’s hopes, and render 
them less forward to undertake any thing against 
Fort St. David, to get all the cloth away from 
thence we can. The Board being of opinion with 
the President, that the getting the cloth from St. 
David may check the enemy’s designs, if they have 
formed any against that place ; it is agreed to 
take up the “• Success Gaily” for that service and 
to order the “ Mermaid” #to accompany her.’* 

“ Monday, 10th June, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board that Jie has called us together 
at this time? to communicate two letters he has 
received to-day ; one sent by Mr. Hinde to Cap- 
tain Barton fey a catamaran, which not •meeting 
with him had brought it hither ; the other from 
Mr. Hinde to himself, and brought in by peons ; 
on the receipt whereof he hail appointed this 
meeting. 

“ The said letters b#ing read, purported as 
follows : 

" Captain Barton, 

"Sir, — liavin’g just now received advice from 
Pondicherry, that the French are sending off Am- 
munition, and manning a large number of boats 
with Europeans on some secret expedition ; I 
thought proper to send you this advice hy a cata- 
maran dispatched on purpose ; that you may keep 
constantly on your guard, and not permit any 
boats to come near you, and particularly in the 
night time that you may keep a good look out. 
There is reported to be in company with these 
boats, a sloop carrying Danish colours. If this 
letter meets you (as I Aope it will) when you have 
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perused it, please to forward it by the same cata- 
maran to the Governor of Madras. 

X am. 

Sir, 

Your Most Humble Servant, 

John IIinde.” 

Fort St. David, 8th June, 1745.” 

“ The President added, that belitsving the Board 
woiild think improper ora this advice that the in- 
habitants should be in readiness upon any alarm ; 
he had caused them to be suitirnoned into the 
Fort this afternoon, where he had ordered arms to 
be ready to be delivered them.” 

“ Monday, 10th June, 1745. The inhabitants 
being then called in, the President acquainted them 
with his purpose in summoning them, and that 
they would find arms prepared for them below in 
the* Fort ; which they should carry home to their 
houses, aud with which Aipon hearing a gun fired 
between the hours of eight at night and five in the 
morning„.they were to repair to the parade before 
the main guard, where they would receive the ne- 
cessary orders from Mr. Monson their command- 
ing officer. 

“ As the French are hourly expecting a number 
of men from the Islands t6 come to Pondicherry 
and none of Commodore Barnet’s squadron yet 
appearing : and as the investment, sending money 
to St. Davids, and other services, employ more 
than one hundred of the peon** who are thereby 
absent fipm the Town.; and. many of our military 
in the hospital; it is thought proper to hire for 
the present two hundred gwod peons, if to be got, 
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from the several Poligars round ns ; those *to be 
had in Town being not likely to be of any ser- 
vice.” 

“ Wednesday, 3rd July, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board with his having received a 
letter this morning from Commodore Barnet of 
the 26th June ; who writes him that he has been 
cruizing off tht? Fryar’s Hood near a month, with- 
out seeing any shipping inathat timp, except *the 
Danes ship by which he* sent that letter, and that 
the ‘ Lively’ man-of-war had joined him the 8th 
April at Batavia. 

“ The Commodore having also intimated to the 
President hisrintention to send some of hie squa- 
dron shortly to Port St. David, it is agreed to dis- 
patch the 1 Mermaid’ thither this evening, with as 
much of the Bengal flour, and biscuit, and Surat 
wheat, as she can take in, directing the Deputy 
• Governor and Council to #et their bakers to work 
to grind the wheat into flour, and to return the 
‘Mermaid’ to us with what bales they have ready.” 

“Monday, 8tl* July, 1745. As the arrival of 
Commodore Barnet’s squadron in the neighbor- 
hood, will probably deter the French from the 
thoughts of any enterprise ; it is agreed to discon- 
tinue the expense of tlffe Poligar peons we thought 
proper to entertain thg 10th*of last month.” 

“ Monday, 5th August, 1746. The President 
acquaints the Board, that he has intelligence given 
him that the French at Pondicherry are frequently 
Bending letters to the Nabob, and employing their 
agents at Arcot, to complain against the English 
for having taken a shijf under Moors colours and 
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pass, and for being the destroyers of the trade, of 
the Mogul’s subjects on this coast ; and that our 
ships of war keep all their ships from coming to 
their ports, whereby the Circar is deprived of 
many advantages, particularly of the prolits ou 
tlipir investment, with many other things too te- 
dious and of too little importance to mention here. 
That thereupon he had thought it proper to write 
to Hodjee Addee, now 4 at Arcot, fully concerning 
these matters ; that he might lay a true state of 
the case before his Excellency, and the French be 
thereby prevented in their designs of spiriting up 
the Nabob against us ; which they are aiming at 
in hopc& to recover their money ; to make it an 
excuse for their not paying the large sums they 
are indebted to several persons concerned with 
the Circar ; and to impede us in carrying on our 
investment, our success in which under their pre- 
sent circumstances they cannot see but with the 
greatest concern, and therefore spare no pains or 
leave no "artifice untried to carry their point against 
us.” 

* c Saturday, lOtli August, 1745. This evening 
anchored in our road from the Southward his Ma- 
jesty’s ships “Preston” of fifty guns, Command- 
ed by the Right, Honorable the Earl of Northesk ; 
and “ Lively” of twenty guns by Captain Henry 
Boswell ; the former being saluted by the Fort 
with thirteen guns which were immediately return- 
ed. Went off to the former, Mr. Thomas Eyre, 
third oL-Gouncil resident ; to the latter Mr. Joseph 
Fowke ; with compliments from the President to 
the commanders, who declined coming ashore in 
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obedience to orders from the Commodore to make 
the best of their way.” 

“ Monday, 12th August, 1745. The President 
reads to the Board a letter received from the Na- 
bob, in which lie menti<*ns his having sent llodjee 
Addee to settle the disputes, as he terms them, be- 
tween us and the French ; who being, as we sup- 
pose, greatly alarmed at our luen-of-war being, on 
the coast, are making an alsidnous application to 
his Excellency for his protection ; and we believe 
the chief intent of this ii to draw from us a pro- 
mise that no hostility shall be committed against 
the French ; of this we shall be further inform- 
ed when the President has discoursed with*Hodjee 
Addee on the errand he is sent.” 

“Friday, 16tli August, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Hoard, Hint since Inst consultation 
he had discoursed with llodjee Addee on the Na- 
bob's last letter, and the message he brought from 
him. Upon which he has occasion to observe to 
them, that what the Nabob expects from* the. En- 
glish seems to be very unreasonable, and entirely 
out of our power to comply with ; it being ho less 
than that there should be no hostility committed 
by the men-of-war in the road of Pondicherry, the 
ports belonging to th^ Great* Moghl, or, along the 
sea coast ; although in his former letter he had 
only insisted on the land. Upon which the Presi- 
dent had told Hodjec Addee, in order for him to 
lay the same before the Nabob, that* this was dic- 
tating to us in a manner it is impossible Tor us to 
submit to ; that he had been already told the men 
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of war were under separate and particular orders ; 
that we could not answer for their conduct any 
further than that it would be no otherwise than 
conformable to the rules of war, and custom of 
nations ; and that there was no intention in the 
English to disturb the peace of his Government. 
Our difl'erenccs were with the French, in conse- 
quences of war declared by them in Europe, which 
nniH of cours,e continue till it was the pleasure of 
our respective Sovereigns to put an end to it ; 
after which the President read a letter designed as 
an answer to the Nabob's, which is approved and 
both are as entered hereafter. 

** The Nabob having some days ago solemnized 
the marriage of his daughter with Keradeen Khan, 
sent the President on the occasion a horse and 
seerpavv, as he had done the same to the Gover- 
nor of Pondicherry, who had made him a present 
to the amount of 3000 pagodas; as also one to 
the Dewan ; which appears to be the more extra- 
ordinary,, as this is the first instance of a Nabob’s 
complimenting the European Governors on the 
marriage of their daughters. We are therefore in- 
clined to think the French have some other view 
in making so large a one at this time ; and their 
daily solicitations at the durbar for his protection, 
may be considered as, the fiijjt and grand motive 
which not being our case at present* there is the 
less call on us to be so very liberal in an affair 
Which appears without precedent. However we 
cannot tjiink it ’prudent not to make him some ac- 
knowledgment ; and therefore agree to the sending 
lum jome gold mohurs, and a piece of silver plate. 
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which are proper to be presented on such occa- 
sions, to the amount of about 350 pagodas.* * 

The letter of the Nabob to Governor Morse 
was as follows. 

“ From Nabob Anawarodeen Khan Bahauder 
Sulah of the province of Arcot . Received llth 
August* 1745. 

* c I have been lately injjprmcd that some En- 
glish ships are arrived in the roatf of Tevenapa- 
tam, with design to inflame your differences with 
the French ; and that they are waiting there for 
their ships. I have therefore ordered Hodjce Ab- 
dul Hadee io deliver you my taukoed, tc^put an 
end to the dispute between you ; and desire your 
will, agreeable to what he will propose to you, 
avoid making any disturbance in these parts. 
Otherwise you will be called upon to answer for it 
hereafter. I have also laid my taukecd upon the 
French about this busineSs, and by their letters I 
understand that they are inclined to peace. What 
can I say more ?’• 

The following is Governor Morsc*s reply. 
c * To Nabob Anawarodeen Khan Bahauder . 

“ I have received your Excellency’s letter, in 
which you j>re pleased 4o mention to me that the 
arrival of the English ships pf w at Tevenapa- 
tam, had occasioned some alarm ; and that you 
had therefore sent Hodjce Abdul Hadee to me to 
deliver your taukoed to put an end to the disputes 
between the English and French.. I observe by 
this that your Excellency is no stranger to tlie 
motives for their assiduous application to you at 
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this time. But I was in hopes what I have had 
the honour to say to your Excellency in my form- 
er letters on this subject, would have been fully 
satisfactory ; to those I beg leave to refer, as they 
contain all that is in my power to engage for ; 
other points your Excellency will readily judge 
must be determined by the good pleasure of our 
respective Sovereigns. In the mean time, give me 
leafe to ask the favour ■ of your Excellency, that 
you will not suffer our enemies to amuse you with 
any false insinuations to our prejudice ; thereby 
to create a misunderstanding between Arcot and 
Chennapatnam. I may with the greater reason 
desire tils, as the French nation haVe from time 
immemorial never scruple to obtain their ends by 
false colouring and artifice, when force proved de- 
fective on their side. By their intrigues and 
break of treaties, they have set all Europe in a 
flame ; and they would be willing some of the 
sparks should take in these parts ; but by your 
Excellency’s penetration I am persuaded they will 
be disappointed in such designs, and that it will 
end: in their confusion.” 

We now continue our diary as extracted from 
the consultations. 

“Saturday, 17th August, 1745. fl?he Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board, that having sedn a letter 
from the Nabob to Hodjee Addee, wherein the 
latter is ordered to present the Nabob’s service to 
the President, and to ncquaint him with his inten- 
tion of being at St. Thome on Monday next ; he 
had thereupon sent the Chief Dubash and Mullah 
as customary, one day’s journey -to meet the Na- 
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bob, with his compliments, and to attend Mm to 
St. Thome.” 

“Monday, 19th August, 1745. -Whilst the 
Board were sitting, notice was given by signals 
from St. Thome of the Ijjjabob’s arrival; whereupou 
he was saluted with sixty-one guns ; and before, 
they rose the Chief Dubash and Mullah returned 
from thence, aifd acquainted the President that the 
Nabob had received his co*ipliment%in a very Uind 
manner ; and on his arrival at St. Thome had dis- 
missed them with his in return to the President. 

“ It being usual on these occasions for two of 
the Council to wait on the Nabob from the Presi- 
dent, Messrs *Eyre and Fowkc were accordingly 
desired to go on that service, and to be ready to- 
proceed to St. Thome at three this afternoon. 

“ The Nabob having with him his son Abdul 1 
Vahaib Khan, and Sampetrow his Dew an, to all 
of whom we are by custom obliged to make pre- 
sents ; the President and Warehouse-keeper are 
desired- to provide such things as they are informed' 
will be most acceptable, and are to be met with in 
Town, to the amount of about 2000 pagoda# in 
the whole ; including what small matters must 
necessarily be given to the under officers and ser- 
vants.” 

" Monday, 19th August, 1745. At three this 
afternoon, set out for St. Thome under the usual 
ceremony, Mesggfr. Thornes Eyre and Edward 
Fowke, with th^ President’s compliments to the 
Nabob on his arrival there, from whence ,they re- 
turned about six, bringing with them a horse and 
seerpaw for the President.” 
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“ Friday, SOili August, 1745. Arrived his 
Majesty’s ships “ Medway’s” prize, Captain Tho- 
mas Gri(fin,.the “ Southward” with Commodore 
Barnet on board, who was saluted with fifteen 
guns which the ship returned. Mr. Eyre and 
Lieutenant Gingins being 'sent off with the Pre- 
sident’s compliments to the Commodore, he came 
ashore in the evening ; and was met at the Sea 
Gate by the President and Council, and by them 
conducted to the Garden house ; where being ar- 
rived, he was again saluted from the Fort with 
fifteen guns. After a short stay there he returned 
with the President to sup with him in the Fort.” 

“ Monday, 2nd September, 1745.'- The Presi- 
dent then told the Board, that being informed the 
orders from our Honorable Masters to Bengal, 
concerning the provision to be made for the com- 
manders of his Majesty’s squadron in India who 
might go thither, were *,to receive and treat the 
Commodore with the honours paid to a President, 
and the other Captains as seconds ; and that pre- 
parations ' were accordingly made there for enter- 
taining them in a handsome manner. He (the 
President) had caused the Garden, house to be fitted 
up, two palankeens to be new mounted, servants 
to be in readiness, live provisions to be laid in, 
and several othet preparations to be made, neces- 
sary to the lodging and boarding the Commodore, 
and such other Captains ef the squadron as may 
come hither. Being guided in ■ tlflfe by what had 
passed when Mr. Matthews was here ; but that 
since the receipt of our Honorable Musters’ orders 
of the 21st December last *“ to supply the Cap- 
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“ tains with Madeira wine for their own table 
“ at prime cost,” he has been under some doubt 
whether the commands of the Secret Committee 
under the 18th April 1744 “ to show them 
all due civility and respect” would warrant so 
extensive a construction, as the providing for 
them at the Company’s charge ; besides wliich 
it has been hinted to him, that Commodore 
Barnet has since his arrival dropped some Inti- 
mation of his being told in England, it was to 
be so ; and expressed some uneasiness at his not 
having been made certain in that respect. He, 
the President, therefore desired the thoughts of 
the Board, how it will be most becoming to act 
on the occasion. 

“ A reference being thereupon had to the Pay- 
master’s accounts. Consultations, and letters of 
1 722 and 1723, there appeared several items of 
disbursements on account of Commodore Matthews 
and Captain Main ; which indeed we don’t find 
any order from England to warrant, qor on the 
other hand any tfisapproval of it from thfence when 
done ; and are therefore induced to believe it was 
at that time intended in England, that Mr. 
Matthews and the Captains with him, should have 
their expenses ashor* in the Company’s settle- 
ments defrayed at thejr change. *And though we 
are not the proper judges of the merit of the ser- 
vices this squadron has already done to our 
Honorable Master’s affairs in India ; yet we 
cannot help thinking those services, and the 
zeal the Commodore expresses for the promoting 
their interest, will b% seen by them in so fa- 
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vourabie a light, as to justify our putting that 
construction on their order “ to show the Cap-- 
tains all due civility and respect ;” and upon the 
whole are unanimously of opinion, that when they 
are pleased to consider that a regard to their re- 
putation and credit is the only motive by which 
we are biassed in it, they will not be displeased 
at our taking that charge upon them. It is there- 
fore' agreed to do it, and the President is desired 
as he sees occasion, to satisfy the Commodore in 
any doubts he may discover him to entertain on 
that score.” 

“Monday, 25th November, 1745. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board, that he had received 
advice from the Nabob’s camp at Trichinopoly, 
that a letter had been sent to the Nabob from 
Nizam-ul-Mulk, directing him to immediately re- 
pair,to Arcot, and from thence to march and join 
the Subahs of Corrapa apd Cundanorc, in order 
to oppose the passage of the Mahrattas ; who 
were gathering a number of troops with a design 
to invade the Carnatic country ; that the Nabob 
had thereupon come to terms with the Tanjoreans, 
and had left his son Maupliuze Khan in those 
parts, and was set out for Arcot.” 

“Wednesday, llfh Decerllber, 1745. Between 
4 and 6 this afternoon, anchored in our road from 
England His Majesty’s ships “ Harwich” of fifty 
guns, commanded by Captain Philip Carteret ; 
and “ Winchester” of fifty guns, by the Right 
Honorably the ‘Lord Thomas Bertie ; with the 
following of the Honorable Company’s ships under 
their convoy, viz. • 
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The Scarborough, Captain George Westcott 
senr. 

Lincoln, Captain John Blake. 

Admiral Vernon, Captain Benjamin Webster. 

Kent, Captain William llobson. 

Royal George, Captain Thomas Field. 

** The Fort having saluted the King’s ships with 
thirteen guns, which was Returned by the “Har- 
wich,” Mr. Savage went off to tliat ship, and 
Mr. Pigot to the “Winchester,” with the Presi- 
dent’s compliments to th% Commanders, ^ and to 
invite them ashore, which they excuse themselves 
from till next morning. 

“ Thursday, 1 2th. This* morning Captains 
Garteret and Lord Thomas Bertie, being come on 
shore were saluted with thirteen guns.” 

“ Tuesday, i 7th December, 1745. About 11 
this forenoon, anchored ig our road His Majesty’s 
ship “Deptford” Captain John Moor, under com- 
modore Curtis Barnet Esq., from sea ; being sa- 
luted before at anchor by the “ Harvfaeh” and 
“ Winchester “ which she returned them by *the 
five Company’s ships, when at anchor by the Fort ; 
which, and the salute of the Company’s ships, she 
answered separately. < 

“ On sight of the Commodore’s? broad pendant, 
Mr. Savage went off with the President’s compli- 
ments, and to invite him ashore, which he compli- 
ed with at five in the afternoon.” 

“Sunday, 29th December, 1745. Tljje Presi- 
dent delivers to the Secretary to be read, the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter he received last night 
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from Mr. Hinde (Deputy Governor of Fort St. 
David) of the 26th instant. 

“ Since the foregoing, 1 have had all the peo- 
“ pie almost in Cuddalore with me, who just re- 
“ ceived advice that Mr f Dupleix has prepared 
(< sixty mussoolas, and is determined to attack 
“ Cuddalore. Nothing but his being mad can 
*• make this scheme feasible ; but however as des- 
" jfeir may m,nke him 130 , and as too much secu- 
** rity is often attended with ill-consequences, I 
“ take the liberty to give it as my opinion, that 
** this .place ought to be reinforced immediately. 
“ Especially as it can be done by sea if he makes 
“ any attack on Cuddalore.” 

“ The President tcM the Board that he last night 
communicated the contents of the said letter to 
Commodore Barnet, who very readily offered to 
send the “ Deptford” if it was thought necessary 
to lie off Cuddalore ; and to carry any reinforce- 
ment of men we might determine to send thither ; 
and he had now called us together to take our 
opinion on the matter. 

Though the Board were backward to believe 
that Mr. Dupleix will attempt any thing against 
Fort St. David or Cuddalore, whilst wc have such 
assistance as at present in 'bur road, and to wind- 
ward of him ; yet as our accepting the Commo- 
dore’s offer, and sending a party of men to St. 
David’s may quiet the minds of the people in 
Cuddalore, and on rejecting in case of any acci- 
dent subiect us to deserve blame ; it is therefore 
agreed to accept it and to send on board the 
“ Deptford” immediately \i party of fifty men 
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•kinder tlie command of Lieutenant Gingin, subject 
to the orders of the .Deputy Governor and 
Council : to whom it is agreed to signify that, if 
they are not absolutely necessary ashore, we would 
have them sent on boarij the Cf Admiral Vernon 1 * 
when she arrives there, and to continue on boqrd 
whilst he is taking in her cargo for Europe. 

<c Ordered tlfat the said party of men be draft- 
ed and sent on board wtth the UQpessary provi- 
sions as soon as possible. 0 


48 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

CAPTURE AND OCCUPATION OF FORT SAINT' 

- •' 

GEORGE BY THE FRENCH. 

1746-48.. 

Tn 1746, tlic first period in the history of Mad- 
ras was brought to a close. In 1745, the English 
squadron under Commodore Harriet had been 
cruizing off the coast of Coromandel and so far 
alarmed the French, that M.. Dupleix had prevail- 
ed on the Nabob Anawarodeen to interferefor the pre- 
vention of hostilities. TJbe approach of the North 
East monsoon obliged Commodore Barnet to take 
refuge in the harbour of Mergui on the coast of 
Tcnassenin ; but in January 1746 he again re- 
turned to the coast of Coromandel. About March, 
Commodore Barnet appeared off Fort St. David 
and though Governor Morse had given his aid 
to the Nabob that no hostilities should be carried 
on by lantl excepting jn self-defence, yet M. Dup- 
leix thought proper to represent to the Nabob 
that the English at Fort St. David were preparing 
to make a land attack upon Pondicherry. Intelli- 
gence of this proceeding having reached the ears 
of Governor Morse, he dispatched the following, 
letter to Arcot on the 1 7tiv March 1746. 
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** To Anawarodeen Khan Bahauder , 

Nabob of A root. 

ct Your Excellency will be so good to allow me 
a pardon for giving you this trouble. But having 
been informed that thg Governor ©f Pondicherry 
has lately represented to your Excellency* that the 
English at Fort St. David had a design to attack 
•the Fort of Foftdicherry by land ; which I suppose 
is done at this time to ^erve sojpe purpose of 
theirs, or to make us appear to you in a false 
light, as persons that ar£ not inclined to show a 
regard to your commands ; when at the same time 
it will appear \vc have paid all deference to them. 
Your Excellency must have known this from 
Maphuze Khan, and therefore want no further 
♦evidence that the French some short time past, 
♦actually marched with a body of forces and large 
guns, and with other implements of war, to the edge 
of the Fort St. David’s bounds ; but on the King’s 
ships appearing off their port, they thought fit 
to call in their troops, being also jsersuaded 
thereto by Maphuze Khan, who also wrote to 
the Dcpul v Governor of Fort St. David *not 
to resent this insult of the French. Y T our Ex* 
•cellenry will find his desires were complied with, 
and the Governor of Pondicherry must be left to 
answer for a conduct in cypress disobedience to 
your commands. The English have a just sense 
•of the performance of their promises ; and having 
given them to your Excellency that they would not 
become the first aggressors, tlfey would not 
offer to trifle with so great a person as your Ex- 
cellency ; and thereforB they hope your Excellency 
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will suffer no insinuations of our enemies to have 
any weight with you ; but that the purity of our 
intentions will be distinguished in a favourable 
manner ; and that your regard for us will be still 
preserved, which will be. always esteemed with 
grateful acknowledgments. May God Almighty 
long preserve your Excellency for the benefit of 
your friends and country.” 

On the tliir/l of April, Governor Morse received 
the following reply from Arcot : 

“ From Nabob Ariawajodeen Khan Bahauder at 
Arcot . 

4 4 I received your agreeable letter acquainting 
me that' you and the Governor of levenapatam 
pay a great regard to my orders, and have made 
use of no hostilities in his Majesty’s sea port 
towns, and desiring that the Governor of Pondi- 
cherry may be enjoined also to behave in like man- 
ner. This pleases me .highly, and I assure you 
that your behaviour in every respect is very satis- 
factory tc me. You may depend upon it, that the 
Governor of Pondicherry shall not be suffered to 
belfave in a different manner. I have sent him 
my taukeed in such a way as is necessary upon 
this occasion. Pray believe me to be jrour friend 
and let me have c the pleasure of hearing frequently 
of your welfare.” 

In the following April a ship belonging to Com- 
modore Barnet’s squadron came into collision with 
a French ship in the neutral Danish port of Tran- 
quebar. k The Frenchman had anchored in the 
port, when the Englishman, n£tned the 44 King’s 
Frigate” entered tlic port likewise. The French- 
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man then commenced firing upon the English 
Frigate, and some shot also came from the Danish 
Fort. Upon this the Frenchman was captured 
by the English but driven ashore ; whereupon the 
Danish Governor of Trqpqucbar protested against 
what he called a breach of the neutrality, and ovjjn 
claimed the French ship as a wreck. The follow- 
ing indignant letter from Commodore Barnet to 
the Danish Governor siffiiciently » explains Xko 
state of the case. 
c< To Mr. Bonmcfc, 

* Governor of Tranquebar . 

“ If I could have got vour letter of the 12th 
translated sooner, you would have had answer 
to it before now. 

“ The neutrality of your road l readily allow. I 
never intended the least violation of it ; and that 
it was not violated by iny officers is fully proved 
by your own confession. •Vou own the French ship 
fired two shots at the King’s Frigate, when she 
was going into ygur road, and steering tp anchor, 
in sueh a manner as could give no room to sus- 
pect any design of attacking the French sliip. 
But those shots you say were fired as a signal ; 
a very extraordinary manner of making signals in- 
deed, and I suppose ttie several yolleys of small 
arms, which she firedwhile the Frigate was an- 
choring, were also signals and not intended to do 
any harm. I am afraid. Sir, it will appear that 
if you intended to maintain the neutrality of your 
road, you did not take the proper method. As 
the French Captain had put himself under your 
protection, and could iTe protected bv nothing but 
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my respect for the King of Denmark’s flag you 
should have strictly enjoined him to trust to your 
protection; and not tire, unless he was actually 
attacked. You should, 1 think, have sent an offi- 
cer to the Captain of the king’s Frigate, to enquire 
the reason of his coming into the road, and told 
him not to anchor near that ship which was under 
your protection ; and therefore you was obliged 
to protect he” as far afc you could. Had you taken 
this method, the French ship would not have 
fired, and the Captain of the Frigate would have 
satisfied you, that he had no orders to attack her, 
and was only directed to observe her motions. 
Thus, Sir, the neutrality might have been preserv- 
ed, and all that has happened been prevented. 
But you took no such precautions. The French 
ship lired at the Frigate as she was steering to 
anchor astern of her. Upon which the Frigate 
endeavoured to anchor (dong side, but the anchor 
not falling clear off the side, she fell upon her 
quarter before she could let go her other anchor ; 
and all this time the Frenchman continued firing 
volleys of small arms into the Frigate, and one 
gun at least was fired at her from the Fort, before 
she fired a single musket ; and the moment the 
Frigate fired her first gun, you began to fire at 
her from all parts. The second Frigate which 
was ordered to anchor without, seeing so smart a 
fire from the Fort on the first Frigate, stood in to 
succour her ; and soon after he had given his fire, 
yours und that of the French ship ceased. The 
Frigate then let off, till the insolence of the 
Frenchman in firing into a small unarmed boat, 
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obliged them to give another before they could 
take possession. 

“ Upon the whole, Sir, it must be plain to 
all impartial persons, that the English broke not 
the neutrality, nor had jmy intention to break it. 
The French began the hostilities ; they broke tjie 
neutrality, and had you been really neuter yourself, 
you would immediately have fired at the French 
ship ; not at the English, *who newr fired a gun 
till called upon by the law of nature to do it in 
their own defence. 

“ 1 did not write my letter of the 30th past till 
I was fully satisfied. I had reason to complain of 
your partiality ; and the account sent mfi by the 
Captain and oilicers of the first Frigate, has since 
been confirmed by two young gentlemen of this 
ship, who were on board the Frigate, by acci- 
dent, and no ways concerned in or accountable for 
what was done. They luftufc me the Frenchman 
was firing his musketry into the Frigate. One or 
two shots from the Fort passed between the Fri- 
gate’s main and mizen masts, and this before she 
fired even one musket. That some shot from the 
Frigate went on shore is very possible ; but that 
it was not the direction or intention of the officers 
you may believe, as I tiave assured you they had 
my orders to make no«returif to your fire. But I 
will not go so far as to say that the seamen, find- 
ing your shot coming thick among them, may not 
have returned some. In short. Sir, I continue to 
think that your partiality, or neglecting to take 
proper precautions for preserving the neutrality, 
occasioned the French to break it ; and therefore 
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you alone are accountable for all that has happen- 
ed ; who instead of resenting properly the behavi- 
our of the French Captain, attempt to justify it 
by poorly pretending that the shot fired into the 
Frigate were not design**! to offend, but only 
meant as signals ; and then unjustly endeavouring 
to fix the breach of the neutrality on the English, 
tlio ( ugh it is evident they never intended to com- 
mit any hostilities in’ 'your road; and you may 
imagine that if I had been inclined to violent 
measures 1 should havcv gone to work in another 
manner. 

“ I am surprized you could think of laying claim 
to the ship as a wreck. You say she was deserted 
by her crew. Was it because they were afraid of 
drowning in her ? Did not the English drive 
them out of her and take possession immediately ? 
The ship and all that, was taken out of her. She 
attacked the King’s Frigates under your cannon, 
without any sort of reason, and is absolutely the 
property ”*of the captors ; and from you T expect 
a fair and full account of all that was carried on 
shore that night, and that the whole, as well as 
the ship, be preserved as English property to be 
disposed off as I shall direct. 

I am, .Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Curtis Barnet. 

“Harwich,” off Fort St. David, 6th April 1746.” 

The foregoing letter, with copies of all the dis- 
patches which were exchanged on this occasion 
were sent home for the consideration of the Court 
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of Directors. The result is not recorded. The 
same month Commodore Barnet died. The same 
month vve also learn that Robert Clive, writer, 
was posted to a place in the Accountant’s Office* 
But great events were looming in the distance, 
and Clive was destine® shortly to occupy a more 
important position. 

On the 3(Hh of April 1746, the Consultation 
Books arc brought abruptly to a close. From 
that date until the J 3th of November 1 749, there 
is a complete blank in the Consultations. The 
cause of this is fully detailed in the pages of Orme. 
In the opening of 1746, it was already known at 
Madras tluet a French squadron under JVk Labour- 
donnais was preparing at the Mauritius with de- 
signs against the English settlements in India. 
In June the squadron appeared. Some obstinate 
actions ensued between M. Labounlomiais and 
Mr. Peyton who had succeeded Commodore gar- 
net in the command. Tlie result was that Mr. 
Peyton was compelled to sail to Trinqpmallee to 
refit ; and M. Tjabourdonnais after refitting at 
Pondicherry, sailed away to Fort St. George/ 

The English now called upon the Nabob to 
fulfil his promise of restraining the French in 
their turn from committing hostilities against them 
by land. It seems \jowevi*r that Governor Morse 
failed to accompany this application with a pre- 
sent of money ; and consequently the Nabob did 
not interest himself sufficiently in the matter, to 
prevent the French from carrying ^out thfir under- 
taking. On the 18th of August the French squa- 
dron appeared and cwmonaded tke town of Mad* 

49 
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raa, but without doing any- damage. Meantime, 
the Garmon at Fort St. George was anxious for 
the return of the English squadron from 'rt’inco- 
mhllee. But on the 23rd of August the whole 
settlement was thrown into, a state of consterna- 
tion bordering on despair, by the intelligence that 
Mr. Peyton had returned from Trincomalloc, blit 
bad passed Madras and Pulicat, and gone on to 
Bengal. 

The catastrophe which threatened Madras was 
now at hand. On the h 3rd of (September the 
French squadron again appeared, and a force of 
3 900 men were landed including 1,100 Europeans, 
400 Catfrcs, and 400 Indians disciplined in the 
European fashion. At that time the Black Town 
Was close to the walls of White Town. On the 
7 th M. Labourdonnais commenced bombarding 
White Town from a battery of nine mortars erect- 
ed to the westward, about 500 yards from the 
walls ; whilst the ships cannonaded the place 
from the sea. Oh the 8th another battery of five 
mortars was erected on the south ; find the town 
was bombarded without intermission. Next 
morning two English deputies went to the French 
camp ; but Labourdonnais .who was afraid of the 
return of the English squadron, insisted that the 
town should be given up at Mice on his own terms, 
and threatened a general assault in case of refusal. 
The deputies went away, and the bombardment 
was resumed ; but in the evening there was an- 
other conference, and another cessation of the 
bombardment. Next morning, that is the morn- _ 
ing of the 1 Otli ‘of September, the Garrison, capi- 
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tainted on the terms proposed by Labourdonnnis, 
viz., that the English should surrender them- 
selves prisoners of war, and that the town should 
be immediately delivered up ; hut it was stipulat- 
ed that the place should bo afterwards ransomed, 
and Labourdonnais premised that he would settle 
the ransom on easy and moderate terms. Ifow 
this capitulation was subsequently broken by M. 
Dupleix who refused to restore the town upon'any 
terms whatever ; how Dupleix made his peace 
with the Nabob by promising to deliver up the 
town to him ; and how *the English at Madras 
were carried prisoners to Pondicherry, whilst 
Fort St. David became the head of all Ih* English 
settlements on the coast of Coromandel : — all these 
and much more are written in the chronicles of 
Robert Orrne, which work we most strongly re- 
commend to the perusal of all readers of Madras 
in the Olden 'l ime. 

We now turn to such records as are at our 
disposal, namely, the general letters whjpli passed 
between Mr. Hitidc, Deputy Governor 6f Fort Sf. 
David and the Court of Directors’. The follow- 
ing dispatch was sent home by Mr. Ilinde pn the 
17th October, 174G, within six weeks of the cap- 
ture of Madras by the»French. 

“ The unfortunate ^occasion of this unexpected 
address from us, is to advice your Honours of 
the loss pf ypur valuable settlement of Madras, 
which to our unspeakable concern is now in ttje 
possession of our enemies, the French. As the 

f entlemen there seem to think the absence of ijis 
tajesty’s squadron (nfhich they no doubi depend- 
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ed upon for assistance) greatly conduced to this 
misfortune ; we shall give an account of what we 
know for certainty of their motions only, and 
leave your Honors to form judgment without pre- 
suming to give any of our, own. 

The 29th April, Mr. Barnet departed this 
life at this place, (Fort St. David,) when all the 
ships were here Qr near us, hut the Winchester.” 
Lord Thomas Bertie, w'hp was expected daily from 
Bombay, and arrived the 25th May ; from which 
time Captain Peyton, who then commanded the 
squadron as senior Captain, determined on going 
to refit his ship the “ Medway,” which was very 
leaky, at Trincomalle Bay on the island of Ceylon, 
and to take the whole squadron with him. The 
30th your Honors’ ship the €£ Princess Mary” 
arrived ; on whom wc had orders to send to 
Madras what bales we had ready, and to receive 
from Lord Thomas Bertiu sixty chests of treasure 
brought from Bombay on your Honors’ account ; 
to keep what we wanted for the use of this settle- 
ment, and to send the remainder on the “ Princess 
Mary,” but not to detain her longer in our road 
than the squadron stayed there. In pursuance 
of which, we kept sixty chests here, and loaded 
the remainder on* that ship, and prevailed on Cap- 
tain Peyton to stay ti>l the 8th June ; but it hap- 
pening to blow very fresh at that time we could 
not load more than two hundred and twenty-two^ 
bales, which as it has since proved was very for- 
tunate. <iThe 9th she sailed for Madras under 
convoy of His Majesty’s ship the “ Lively” ; as 
did the rest of the squadron"' for Trineomallee. On 
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the 17th Captain Peyton wrote to Mr Hinde, 
(Deputy Governor of Fort St. David,) from Nega- 
patam, that as they were just ”Ot to the bay. The 
“ Hieston’s” Bow-sprit was sprung, and she could 
carry no sail ; lor whjjph reason they were ob- 
liged to bear "away for that place in order to refit 
her, and then return to Trincomallee. On the 25th 
at daybreak, from the mast-head in Negapatnm 
road they made out several ships m the offing, to 
which they went out and found them to be nine 
French ships ; but the grinds being very light, 
they could not get up with each other till half 
past four in the evening, at which time an en- 
gagement began, and lasted till about sevefh, when 
it grew dark. The next morning they were near 
one another, and continued so all the clay. At 
four in the afternoon Captain Peyton summoned 
a Council of war, where it was agreed not to engage 
the enemy, but to procettl for Trincomallee bay, 
as the French did for Pondicherry, and arrived 
there the 27th. # In the English squadfon were 
fourteen killed and forty-six* wounded ;«but jnot 
one killed or hurt in the “ Medway.” On the 
French side we cannot learn those particulars for 
any certainty. Their ^quadron consisted of the 
“ Achilles,” a seventy-gun ship,# six Company's 
ships, and two county sliifis. The " Achilles” 
with three of them left Europe together in April 
was twelve months. Two of them were returning 
ships, detained at the Islands (Mauritius and 
Bourbon) for this purpose, and all reinforced as 
much as they could there. Captain Peyton kept 
the squadron at Trinc&nallee till the beginning of 
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August, when he came on the const, and appeared 
off Negapatam the 6th. The French squadron, 
consisting of eight ships (one being gone to 
Bengal, and is since lost in that river witlytwo 
hundred and eighty Eurppeans), weighed From 
Ppiulichcrry the 24th July for the Southward*; 
and were then in tliat road, stood out to meet the 
English squadron, which stood to the southward 
from them, aijd the French then returned. The 
7th both squadrons did the same, as likewise the 
8th and 9th. 'Che 10th the English disappeared, 
on which the French returned, and on the 13th 
anchored in Pondicherry road. The 17th the 
eight ships weighed for Madras road, where they 
arrived the 13th and fired on the ” Princess Mary” 
which was returned from the ships and from the 
Fort. Each ship gave her a broadside as she 
stood to the Northward, and another ns she re- 
turned, and then stood to the Southward 
again. We are since informed they had two 
motives dor this expedition : one was to make 
a plea »ith the Country Government that the 
English committed the first hostilities ashore ; 
and the other to see if Captain Peyton wonlrl come 
to or? assistance or not. The 23rd, Captain Pey- 
ton 'with the squadron . Stood into Pulicat road, 
whero lie sent his Lieutenant Mr. Weeims on board 
a vessel in the road, who was there told of all the 
circumstances of their attacking the “ Princess 
Mary,” and of their then being between Madras J 
and* Pondicherry. On which he disappear’d, and 
has never since been heal’d of, or from, by any of 
the English ; though theje has no cost or pains 
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been spared for that purpose, ns may easily be 
imagined from the scene of melancholy situation 
of affairs on this- coast. The ^ast letter that was 
received from any one belonging to the squadron, 
was from Captain ’ Peyton to Governor Morse, 
datpd the 4th August, when he was just come oijt 
from refitting. This unhappy conduct of his so 
animated our enftmies, that they determined ou at- 
tacking Fort St. George. «We cull # it unhappy, 
because it lias truly proved so in its consequences, 
though what reasons Captain Peyton may have 
had for this proceeding we know not. According- 
ly, the 2nd September in the morning they weighed 
again for Pondicherry. The 4th they landed their 
men at St. Thome and thereabouts, and the 5th 
began the attack, chiefly depending upon their 
shells. The 10th the Town surrendered ; but on 
what terms, ns we are not perfectly informed, we 
shall not presume to trouble your Honour with 
flying reports. We are pretty well assured there 
are as yet no terms complied with, and tlyit Mon- 
sieur De Preminil Is gone there from Pondicherry 
to command the garrison. The 2nd. instant the 
seven French ships in the road, having taken what 
quantity of money, goods, ammunition and stores 
they thought proper, wefre to sail tl^e 3rd for Fort* 
dicherry, and from thence immediately hitherto 
attack this place. Put it pleased God that night, 
and the next morning it blew so hard as to founder’ 
the “ Due de Orleans/’ theiV second ship in force, 
and two more. The 65 Achilles” Of Seventy guns, 
the Qommodore’s, and only ship of consider- 
able force, cither out «tway or lost all her masts* 
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as did the three others ; so that 1200 men have 
perished, and the whole squadron is utteriy 
disabled, and their design against this, place 
rendered impracticable for the present ; though 
it is the opinion of most of our officers, that 
had they come, we shoMld have taken* up more 
of their time than they had to spare. We 
have about Ujenty of the King’s people, that 
were left ashore sick^wlio have put our gunroom 
in excellent order. Some of the people came to 
us from Madras though not many. The additions 
and alterations to oiir Fort within these twelve 
months, have made it in finitely more secure than 
it was v We have full six months’ provisions of 
all kinds in the Fort ; so that we doubt not we 
should have been able to make a defence for a con- 
siderable time had they come. They now talk of 
coming to us by land ; in which case wc bless God 
wc arc no ways apprehensive, but with the com- 
mon protection of Providence, we shall be able to 
defend t pnd secure this place till we are relieved ; 
for winch purpose we assure your Honours, our 
utmost endeavours shall be used. Your Honours’ 
vessels the “ Mermaid” and “ Advice Snow,” 
were both taken by th$ French squadron in Ma- 
drns road, and both lrist in the storm. The “ Prin- 
cess Mary” was skpttled* and run into the surf, 
but is since got off by the French. The “ Suma- 
tra” and “ Brilliant” from the West Coast, passed 
by this road the 19tli August. They were near 
enough for us to see that had colours out ; and 
we knowing the French squadron was oflLConi- 
mere, or thereabouts, ma*le a waft of our nag for 
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six hours, and fired a gun, which the masters say 
they did not see, and sailed on into the squadron 
which having English colours they took for ours 
and were lost, but had time to throw their papers 
overboard. It must naturally appear to your Ho- 
nours, and indeed to ail the world, a very extra- 
ordinary circumstance that the Nabob and coun- 
try government should permit ojp' enemies to take 
his advantage of us, whennt has bqpn obedieift to 
their commands, and for the peace and welfare of 
their country alone, that Jjas prevented the Eng- 
lish a long while from acting in the same manner 
by the French, and thereby putting it out of their 
power to giVb us this loss. The French nay they 
had the Nabob’s permission for committing these 
hostilities ashore ; and do not scruple to declare 
publicly they gave him 100,004) pagodas for the 
liberty of so doing, and when they landed their 
people they produced his yerwanna, which jnet with 
universal credit, though the Nabob now disowns 
his having granted any. Your Honour may be 
sure, all methods that can be thought of have 
been used to represent to the Nabob the irfon- 
strous injustice, as well as ill policy of this his pro- 
ceeding. To which he replies he never gave them 
any such liberty ; theft his son was going to the 
assistance of Madras* but it was given up before 
he could get thither ; and assures us. he will join 
with the English to destroy Pondicherry. This 
was the Substance of his letter in answer to Mr. 
Hinde’s remonstrances to him, and assumes us of 
his assistance though at the same time he carries 
on a close correspondence with the French, 

50 
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and expects no doubt his share of the booty ; 
in which respect, it is possible, he may be dis- 
appointed. We shall not fail to keep on good 
terms with him, though we cannot flatter our- 
selves with hopes of my, eh if any assistance 
frqjn him ; as nothing of that nature has yet 
appeared in consequence of his repeated promis- 
es, though we ]pve been in daily expectation 
of our enemies appealing against us ; as no 
doubt they would before now, had not many 
unforeseen circumstances concurred to keep 
them much longer at Madras, than they or we 
could have expected after the surrender of 
that plate ; and at last this for us most fortu- 
nate storm, which we look upon as a distinguish- 
ing mark of Providence in our favour, that greatly 
encourages us under our present difficulties : the 
particulars of which we shall not take up your 
Honors’ .leisure with, as it is not now in your 
power to relieve us in time ; but we have wrote 
to Bengal and Bombay for that purpose, and hope 
they will liave regard enough to your Honors’ in- 
terest to succour us speedily. 

“ On the 25th August arrived at Mahe three 
French ships ; one called the “ Centaur” of seventy 
gMns, being of equal force Sind burthen with the 
“ Achilles” ; one of forty, rnd another of twenty 
guns ; which three ships arrived at Pondicherry 
the 2 7 tli September, and sailed from thence the 
14th instant. Four that came out of Europe in 
company, with them, are said to be gone for China. 
We have no news of the arrival of any of your 
Honors’ ships in India. We hear from Mocha 
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that Mr. Adair died at Bcolhforckcc, as did Cap- 
tain Wells of the “ Pelham” at Bombay. Wo 
have had no news from Bengal this season. The 
“ Mermaid’s” packet coming from thence fell into 
the enemies’ hands in # Madras roads. “ Suma- 
tra” is we heard designed from Pondicherry £pr 
Europe ; where the shattered remains of Monsieur 
La Bourdonnafs* squadron is bound, outlie above 
three ships, we cannot lea M\ as yet. # Fifty of # the 
military belonging to Madras perished on the 
three ships that were lost^ the remainder they sqjit 
ashore and relieved them, as the people themselves 
say for being of assistance to them in the storm * 
There was ifot only a great deal of booty taken 
out of Madras ou hoard those three ships, but a 
good deal was lost at the same time going to 
Pondicherry in open boats. The intercourse of 
letters between Madras and this place* have been 
stopped, ever since the T#\vn was invested. Only 
three from Governor Morse to Mr. Hinde having 
come out as yet from thence ; and tl^fr fear of 
their being intercepted occasions their being wrote 
only in general terms. So that we know not* for 
certainty on what footing the Gentlemen there, 
are ; hut Mr. Morse writes that Mr. De Young, 
the Butch Governor of Pulioat, refused giving the 
women and children Isis protection, and sent them 
all back again, which was a great inconvenience 
to the place. Mr. Marsan, the Governor at Nega- 
patam, has been more humane, and has taken all 
the families from this place under his pijptection, 
and treats them with great humanity. Immedi- 
ately on hearing Madras had surrendered, we came 
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to a resolution of stopping the investment, as your 
cash was very low indeed, about* 10,000 pagodas 
only ; though the merchants have had no advan- 
ces since we received the silver mentioned above 
from Bombay, which was c the beginning of June. 
^Notwithstanding which, and many other impedi- 
ments which your Honors may be more fully ap- 
prized of Hereafter, from our letlcrSi between Mad- 
ras' and lierCjr we have about 1500 bales; and 
shall in January be able to make them up 1,800 
to load a ship, please Qod, we have any come to 
us ; and had we money we could provide mucl* 
more. 

“ Jolfti Crabb, Quarter Master of one of Ilis 
Majesty’s ships, having little money, and being 
desirous to secure it, we have received into your 
Honors’ Cash 190 pagodas ; for which we have 
given him certificates of the receipt, and request 
he may be paid in Eng’and the amount of the 
same.” 

“ Sine? writing the above, we have received a 
letter signed by Governor Morse and the Gentle- 
men at Madras. In it is mentioned articles of 
capitulation for the ransom of that place ; which 
is. all we yet know, and thought proper to advise 
your Honors of,jt. What 'the terms arc we know 
not, but they are very ill kept by Monsieur Du- 
pleix, the Governor of Pondicherry ; who sent 
out three hundred men to surprize them on the 
way,^which they did, and have carried them, all 
prisoners of War into Pondicherry. The three 
ships that we* advised above to be sailed from 
Pondicherry, are returned' with two of the dis- 
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ablcd ships, so that arc now in that road and the 
offing, five ships completely rigged, and five dis- 
abled besides small vessels.’ s 

We are with the utmost fidelity and respect. 

Honourable, 

Your most faithful and most obedient servants, 

John IIindk 
and Members of Council. 5 * 
Fort St. David, 17tli Octcfber, 174g. # 

Three months afterwards, namely, on the 10th 
January, 1747, another m letter was dispatched 
from Mr. Hindc to the Court of Directors, which 
we give below : — 

“ Our lastf address bore date the 1 7 tli Wctober, 
and went by your Honors’ sloop the ct Porto-bello, 55 
which sailed from Negapatam, the 22nd. Since 
the time your Honors’ affairs on this coast have 
continued in the same uncertain posture ; as we 
have not been so fortunate as to receive either let- 
ters or succours from Dengal, though so near us 
and to windward^ and we have been verv.importu- 
nate in our letters on this occasion. The only 
alterations in our favour since we wrote you last 
is, that we have prevailed with the Country Gov-« 
eminent to declare in our favour ; and in conse- 
quence of it the Nabolf sent his sqn Mahomed Ali 
Khan, with about 20#0 lioiee, to our assistance 
the beginning of last month. Notwithstanding 
which, the French thought proper the 8th ultimo 
to come against us with their whole force from 
Pondicherry ; when we made the btest defence we 
were able ; and notwithstanding they got as far 
as the Garden house, wc had the good fortune on 
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the 9th to drive them out, and compel them to a 
very precipitate retreat. In which they had hill- 
ed and wounded, by the best advice we can get, 
upwards of a hundred and seventy of thfeir men of 
war ; and left behind twq„ mortars, all their am- 
munition, and camp furniture, and every thing 
they brought but the arms they bore and some of 
them ; and our loss was very inconsiderable. The 
20t'h we are a/l vised they fitted out a force by sea 
to surprize us that way ; but Providence disap- 
pointed them. Some ofdheir boats were driven 
ashore, and their ammunition all spoiled ; which 
reduced them to a necessity of laying aside their 
design, imd putting back into Ariacopang river. 
The 31st we had a skirmish by land ; in which 
we again obtained an advantage over them ; and 
had we even then been succoured, your Honors’ 
allairs would have been in all human probability 
restored in a great measure, if uot altogether. 
The Nabob was so well disposed towards us, but 
as yet we have not had a line or any assistance 
from Bengal since Madras was taken, now four 
months. The Nabob’s eldest son Mapliuze Khan, 
•is now joined his brother, and the expense of the 
ramp amounts to upwards of 6,000 rupees per 
day ; and they -yyitlr reasoit grow extremely impa- 
tient, and we fear wkl quit our interest, if some 
ships do not appear soon to assist us. Shipping of 
all nations have long since been on the Coast, and 
to our great concern ’ and uneasiness four of the 
French .squadron are returned, and are now at 
Pondicherry ; one of them the “ Centaur,” the 
best ship they have had in’ India, and five more 
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ships in that road ; in all nine : and it is this that 
renders our situation so precarious, and for which 
reason we send this away in a hurry to Tranquebar, 
lest we should be beseiged and deprived of an op- 
portunity of so doing. «With it we send our con - 
sultations from the loss of Madras, which contains 
n journal of what we have done for the preserva- 
tion of the settlement ;* of which our utmost^en- 
deavours have been employed, and we hope it will 
meet with your Honors’ approval. We shall only 
add, we think it sorriewhai unkind in our country- 
men and fellow servants, to have abandoned us ; 
and that wc^will do all we can under tljese dis- 
couraging circumstances, and trust to Providence 
for the event. Hitherto we have been but at a 
small expense ; our presents to the country go- 
vernment not exceeding above 3000 pagodas ; a 
trifle not worth mentioning in proportion to the 
expense they arc at, and flic disquiet it has given 
our enemies, who trying all possible methods to 
make up affairs wjith them ; and the aboud circum- 
stances greatly facilitate their negotiations, as t^ey 
clog the wheels of ours. We have in general terms 

{ n-omised in your Honors 5 name that we will not 
>e ungrateful for any favours the Nabob inclines 
to show us. • 

“ Whilst the abov# was* writing, a message 


* This will account for the blank in the Consulta- 
tions already mentioned. Should this fall into the 
hands of any zealous antiquary in England, v^o should 
feel much obliged by his sending us copies of any con- 
temporary records which may he preserved in the re- 
cords of the late Company at home. 
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came from the Nabob’s sons, advising that their 
father was actually treating with the French, and 
that four prisoners were sent to Pondicherry from 
Arcot : 'which renders our affairs so. precarious, 
that we shall only advise your Honors of the arri- 
val of what shipping is come to our knowledge, 
and send this away in hopes of haying an opportu- 
nity of writing again by this ship a day or two 
hence. In the meantime we shall use all possible 
methods with the Nabob and his sons, to have 
regard to our interest arcorduig to their repeated 
promises, and to procure the re-situation of Ma- 
dras as one of the terms if possible ; which they 
still promise, as well as security though their 
councils are so influenced by immediate gain that 
there is do depending upon them.” - , 

About four months after the despatch of the 
above letter, namely, on the 2nd of May 1747, 
another despatch was ad&ressed by Charles Floyer, 
the new Deputy Governor of Fort Saint David in 
the room of Mr. Hinde who hacl died on the 4th 
April. From this dispatch we make the following 
extracts : 

“ Since our last account of the melancholy situ- 
ation of this settlement which must certainly have 
appeared to be very precarious, we had the mis- 
fotunc to" be redheed 'to almbst inevitable danger ; 
for as our security chiefly depended on the assist- 
ance of the Moors, we were soon brought to the ut- 
most extremity by being abandoned by them ; not- . 
withstanding all the arguments and persuasion that 
could possibly be used in our parts to continuethem 
in our interests. But the long delay of our ships. 
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with the uncertainty of their coming at all, and the 
frequent oilers and proposals they received from 
the French, which arose to five lacs of rupees, — 
made all our endeavours prove fruitless ; as we 
could by no means tl^nk of making such offers, 
and if we could, they would have still outbid ji$. 
Having this advantage of us, that if they did not 
perforin their promises they could not be in worse 
terms than they were. Whereas xvp must literally 
have performed all ours. Upon the whole, on the 
14th February both tlie ^armies of the Moors de- 
camped, leaving us wholly to ourselves. In which 
destitute circumstances, the French on the last of 
February came out of Pondicherry, an!! on the 
1st of March made another attempt upon us fly 
land, bringing with them a force considerably su- 
perior to any yet sent, or we could equal in more 
than a quarter part. Nevertheless, on their ap- 
proaching near the bounds, wc sent out all our 
peons, with one hundred European military, two 
hundred Topasses, and some artillery, yn order to 
repel them, if possible, or at least to obstruct their 
entrance for a while, in hopes of doing them some 
mischief, and that every hour might produce some- 
thing in our favour ; which, as Providence ordain- 
ed, it answered our intentions so jwcll, that though 
we could not defeat tkem, oftr party engaged them 
so warmly, that we had the good fortune to keep 
them from crossing Punniar river all that day, and 
to do them considerable damage. Put night com- 
ing on, and our people noways ecfual to* keep the 
field against such a superior force, were constrained 
to retire to the Fort. * By which means the enemy 
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had an open field all that night, when and on the 
second in the morning early, they marched with 
all their troops to the garden house ; from whence 
it would have been impracticable for us to have 
drove them away. But it hoppened very fortunate- 
ly* before they had time to raise any batteries or 
to do much damage in the bounds, wc had the in- 
expressible joy and satisfaction to discover nine 
sail in the oiling, which proved to be Ilis Majesty’s 
squadron under the command of Commodore 
Griffin. This, for us ntost welcome sight, made 
them quit their quarters and betake to flight imme- 
diately, which they did so speedily, that though wc 
hfid eiglit hundred men landed with the utmost 
expedition by the Commodore, in order to cut 
them off in their retreat, yet they were got so far 
on their way that it was in vain to pursue them. 
Although their stay at the gardens was very short, 
they took care to do Jfs rmich mischief as they 
could in the time, and burnt several houses about 
the bounds. But as these damages are nothing 
in comparison to the ill consequences that might 
have attended us had they continued longer, even 
one day more, we have reason to bless God for 
appearing this once more so manifestly and criti- 
cally in our favour* 

“ We find from several* instances in our late 
misfortunes, that the Nabob and other principal 
persons of this country are of such an extreme lu- 
crative disposition, that there is no hopes of fixing 
them sterdfast in our interest by any other method 
but by the force of money ; and that they are so 
exceeding averacious (occasioned by the large prof- 
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fers they have received from the French) that 
nothing less than lacs will go near to satisfy them. 

“ These are such large sums beyond what we 
think in our power to dispose of, that we never 
attempted to make them any such offers ; but as 
a means to encourage tliem in our cause, we have 
several times promised them in general terms that 
your Honors • will not be ungrateful for any 
substantial service we may receive from theftn : 
which, with some small presents we may make 
as a pledge of our sincerity, we hope, will have 
the desired e fleet, and procure their assistance 
when required. 

“ The presents that we made them, wiiilst the 
Nabob’s two armies were encamped without our 
bounds, for near three months, at an expense of 
upwards 6000 rupees per day in our defence, did 
not amount to above 40,000 rupees which in com- 
parison to the service they were of in defeating 
the French in their attempt upon this place on the 
9th December, we are of opinion, you \yill allow 
to be very inconsiderable ; and therefore persuade 
ourselves it will meet witli your approval. *We 
endeavoured to keep them longer with us for our 
security, as we daily expected His Majesty’s 
squadron j and Mr. IPInde filtered them 2000 ru- 
pees per day to stay #nly lien days, but lie could 
not prevail on them. 

ce Most part of the military that could escape 
out of Madras have come here, whom we have 
taken into service. • % 

“ The officers arc all witli us ; who offering 
their service, as wc were much in want of them* 
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we have continued fclieiji in their former commis- 
sions ; and the Lieutenants having behaved very 
well here in the two actions with the enemy, we 
take the liberty to recommend them to your Ho- 
nors to have Captain’s ccynmissions conferred on 
thpm. 

“ The inferior officers and military, as well as 
those in the gun-room we have rewarded with 
clothing. t . L 

<c Mr. Robert Clive, Writer in the service, be- 
ing of martial disposition, and having acted as a 
volunteer in our late engagements, we have grant- 
ed him an Ensign’s commission upon his appli- 
cation fAr the same. 

“ We arc infinitely concerned, among dther mis- 
fortunes, to acquaint you that all the books and 
papers, relating to your Honors’ affairs at Madras, 
have met with the like fate of that settlement, and 
are in possession of the French :* which not only 
greets ns that they should fall under their inspec- 
tion, bub jenders us at a great loss to find out the 
several credits that arc due to you. In which cir- 
cumstance we shall make it our business from time 
to time to get the best insight of, by examination 
of the Canakapilies, who are now beginning to 
come here daily i and whatever balance we can 
find out shall be duly received and accounted for. 

“ The proceedings of the French, both at Mad- 
ras and Pondicherry, have in general been so cru- 

* Fortimately the consultations and most of the 
general ldfcters were restored at the Peace of Aix la 
Chapelle. Otherwise, it is evident, that the labours of 
the present comx>iler would haV e been greatly simplified* 
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cl mid inhumane, that they seem rather to imitate 
a persecution than a war. They have refused the 
Commodore to exchange a single prisoner, not- 
withstanding the several they owe us, and we 
have some of theirs ^ and on a sudden drove 
away all the women and children that had liberty 
to stay at the Mount : plundering them of every 
thing they hacl, and afterwards set tire to j^licir 
houses ; and this at a tirrfe when they were pre- 
paring to come against this place. 

<c They have been xeyt busy in fortifying the 
White Town in Madras and have nearly destroyed 
the Black Town. 

c< By the* best accounts we learn from their 
own people that have deserted here, they have 
T &00 Europeans in garrison at Pondicherry, 
and about 40J in Madras, besides a large 
number of peons and Goffrees at each place. In- 
deed they have so many^eople, that we may hope 
their numbers alone will tend to their distraction, 
as they are already in great scarcity of 4 * 1 * 0 visions. 

<fi We are not at present in a thorough capacity 
to make any material attempts against them ; but 
as soon as we may be better enabled by a reinforce- 
ment of the squadron or otherwise, Mr. 'Griffin 
has assured us, that no industry or endeavours 
shall lx? wanting on fiis ptfrt to revenge our past 
injuries to the utmost in his power. 

“ We being lately advised, that Ensign Yan 
Franken was very busy among the Trench after 
the surrender of Madras, and did actually give 
Monsieur T)e Labourdonnais a plan of the Town : 
for this and other mi^&cmcnnours by him commit- 
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tod, wo have dismissed him from your Honors’ 
services, and sent him to Europe on the (C Lap- 
wing 1 the Captain having strict orders not to 
Jet him go on shore at any place lie may touch at.” 

(Signed) r 

Ctijlhles Eloyrr and Members 

of Council. 

^he following general letter’s received from the 
Court of Directors in ltply to the foregoing com- 
munications, will sufficiently explain the progress 
of affairs as regards Madras up to the treaty of 
Aix In Ohapcllc in 1748. They are also valuable 
as containing references to many important facts, 
which fife not to be found iu the letters which have 
boon preserved from Fort St. David. The first is 
dated “ London, 27th January, 1747,” frafh 
which it will be seen that the news of the loss of 
Madras had reachedEugland within a comparative- 
ly short. period. ,1: 

“ Our Governor and Council at If art St. T) ax' id. 

“ As cfHc Lieutenants on the Tort St. George 
Establishment did not forfeit their honor by its 
loss ; and on your continuing the officers in their 
former Commissions, the Lieutenants behaved very 
well in the two actions with the enemy ; wc leave 
it to you to grant Captains’ Commissions to such 
of them as you jtuljjc proper. De sure to en- 
courage Ensign Clive in his martial pursuits, ac<- 
cording to his merit. Any improvement he shall 
make therein, shall be duly regarded by us. You 
may restmssured that all the recruits we can raise 
shall he sent every conveyance. 

“ Having suffered greatly by the numbers of 
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priests and Popish inhabitants at Madras, who 
have acted a very treacherous part to us con- 
tinually in that place, especially when it was 
attacked ; therefore wo strictly forbid your 
suffering any llomigh Church within our 
bounds, or any of their priests to dwell among 
you, or that religion to lx; openly professed ; 
and in ease any Papists have crept into places of 
trust in our service, they* must h$ immediately 
dismissed. You are not to deem this order to 
alfeet the Armenians of the Creek persuasion. 

cc We are informed that although our late (Jo- 
vernor Hindu turned out of the Company’s bounds 
an Italian Padre under a guard ; yet s ft ice Mr. 
llinde’s death, by Mr. Lennox's influence, lie was 
permitted to return. We are dissatisfied with 
that proceeding and require Mr. Lennox to return 
* home. 

tc Monsieur Labourdtfnnnis, with five French 
ships, arrived from Loando St. Pauls at Martinico 
some time ago ; # where he left them and, retired to 
Eustatia, whence lie took his passage on a Dutch 
ship that by stress of weather put into Falmouth ; 
where lie was taken prisoner of war by Captain 
Pdadwell of llis Majesty’s ship the “ Mercury, 1 ’ 
and will soon be conducted to London. 

<f Whatever ErencH prisoners, or other Euro- 
peans, shall be taken in their service, in case 
there is no opportunity to exchange them, wc 
would have you send home all you can, upon our 
returning ships ; not sending more* than fifteen on 
a ship ; detaining the others till an opportunity 
oilers.” • 
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The next General Letter from the Court of 
Directors, is dated 44 London, 24th July, 1747/” 

“ Onr Governor and Council at Fort St. David, 

“ On the 20th of April last, the 44 Porto-Bello” 
Sloop brought us your aci vices of the 17th Octo- 
ber 1746; and by letters from Bombay received 
overland, we learn with satisfaction that you had 
repulsed the French and continued in possession 
of the place i$ December last. 

“ Having taken the same into serious considera*- 
tion, we have judged improper, upon such a sur- 
prizing revolution in our affairs at the loss of Ma- 
dras, to constitute Fort St. David our Head settle- 
ment and to appoint John Ilinde, Esq., to be Prer 
sklent and Governor of Fort St. David, and of all 
our settlements and affairs on the Coromandel, 
Orissa, and Sumatra coasts ; with the advice and 
concurrence of Edward Cooke, Stringer Lawrence,- 
Clmrles Floyer, William* Holt, Alexander Wyneh 
and Thomas Cooke Junior as his Council ; and a 
Commission is accordingly enclosed under our seal 
in the ship “ Porto-Bello” packet. 

Major Stringer Lawrence took passage last 
season on the ship 14 Winchelsea,” with directions 
to be entertained as Major of our Garrison at 
Fort St. Georg?. Upon nis arrival he s|U3t be 
employed as such at* you replace, and constantly 
remain as third of Council. Some Military 
officers accompanied him who must act in 
your Garrison according to their respective com- 
missions^ 

“ Enclosed is copy of a resolution come to by 
the Company in general Court assembled, on the 
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many astonishing reports of the capitulation and 
ransom of Madras. We positively forbid you to 
enter into any treaty with the Country Govern- 
ment, or any other power, relating to the payment 
of any sum of money ijpr the ransom, or for the 
re-delivery of that place. 

“ And in case the Nabob should give us pos- 
session of Madras again, the effects that we may 
have here must be removed to Fort St. David, 
keeping only a bare possession of Madras. 

44 Although our late secants at Madras ceased 
to be so on the loss of the place ; yet we permit 
you to take in such of them as from their behavi- 
our you may think proper ; and to alloV a rea- 
sonable subsistence to the rest if they apply for it. 

“ As we have constituted Fort St. David to be 
our Head Settlement, we empower you to be at 
such expense in fortifying and securing the place 
that you shall judge requisite. 

“ Wc have acquainted our servants in Bengal 
and at Bombay, that Fort St. David is constituted 
our Head Settlement on the Coromandel coast ; 
and that you arc appointed Governor in Council 
thereof ; recommending it to them, as we hereby 
do unto you, to carry on a friendly correspondence 
with each other ; concerting the properest measure 
for the promotion of oflr welfare, and the security 
of all our settlements.” 

Our next despatch from the Directors is dated 
16th October, 1747* 

ct Our President and Council at Tort Si . David. 

“ We have with great joy received advice from 
Bombay overland, of $our gallant, brave defence 
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against the renewed attempts of the French in 
March, till Mr. Griffin came to your relief; and 
that Captain Suinnor paid a due regard to your 
representation by repairing in the “ Britannia” to 
your settlement, which will. recommend him to our 
favour ; the supply of money and goods by that 
ship was doubtless of eminent service. 1 our im- 
mediate loading and despatch of iier to us meets 
witfi our entire approbation ; and we doubt not 
but by the blessing of God upon vour good conduct 
and courage, that we am still in possession of the 
settlement. 

“ On our strenuous application, Uis Majesty 
hath beefn graciously pleased to send a strong 
squadron of Men-of-wnr under the command of 
the Honourable Hear Admiral Boscawen with these 
our ships, whereon this letter is sent. Such of 
them as come to your place, the commanders are 
ordered to deliver all oil# packets, treasure, and 
goods on board unto you, immediately on their 
first arrival ; and to obey your orders when the 
Admiral hath no further service for the ship.” 

From the next despatch, dated 27th January, 
J74S, our readers w ill see that pence w as already 
looming in the future. JIovv much our readers 
are indebted to that peace may be gathered from 
the first clause. 

“ Our President and Council of Tort S’. David . 

“ It being stipulated in the definitive treaty of 
peace, that all Records, books and papers, are to 
be mutually restored, we do not think it necessary 
to send Copies of the Fort St. George accounts, as 
in all probability you will lHtve the originals. 
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“ As wc have resolved by the Ballot, that it is 
necessary for Mr. Morse to come home to give an 
account of his conduct at Madras, from the time the 
French took possession of the place ; you mitst 
give him notice to retiyn to England by the next 
ships accordingly ; in the meantime during Jiis 
stay at Fort St. David pay him the respect due to 
his late station* 

“ In consideration of tl*5 long services of lieu- 
tenant Eekman, and as lie is incapable through his 
great age for further di^v, we have agreed to 
allow him a pension of ifiO pagodas a year for his 
life ; to commence from the time he received his 
last pay ; and you are directed to pa^ it him 
accordingly.” 

On the I Oth May, 1748, the Directors were en- 
abled to announce that the treaty of Aix la Cha- 
pelle was fairly signed. Wc give the dispatch in 
fuH. 

“ Our Governor and Council of Fort St. David. 

“ Enclosed we # send His Majesty’s proclamation, 
declaring the cessation of arms, as well by sea as 
land, agreed upon between liis Majesty the Most 
Christian King, and the States General of the 
United Provinces, and enjoining the observance 
thereof* 

“ 2. On a perusal jfcm may perceive that by the 
preliminaries for restoring a General peace, signed 
at Aix la Cliapelle on the 19th of April Inst, Old 
Stile, all hostilities either by sea or land against 
the Frcnpli, are to cease in the East Judies six 
months after the said 19 th April, which must be 
complied with aecordhitdy. 
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“ 3. As hostilities are ceased, our ships must be 
despatched directly home to us after the 17th of 
October next, in the usual manner as before the 
commencement of the war ; by directing the Com- 
manders to proceed to oijr Island of St. Helena, 
and after refreshing there for a few days, to make 
the best of their way to the Downs.” 


Here then we bring to a close the present 
series of “ Annals of Madras in the Olden Time.” 
The labour which the compiler originally proposed 
to himself is now completed ; and the first century 
of the settlement of the English at Fort St. 
George, which hitherto was nearly a blank in the 
history of India, is jiow a living and breathing 
narrative. 
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[The following- curious documents, illustrative 
of the very earliest condition of Madras, were ori- 
ginally collected with some others two or three ytars 
back by Mr. ILudleston, the present Secretary of the 
Hoard of ltevenue, and printed in a pamphlet form. 
These extracts, together with Jlruce's Annals of the 
Hast India Company, and some volumes of early 
voyages and travels, formed the authorities from 
whence the present compiler drew up the first tln-ec 
or four chapters of the first Volume of the Annals 
of Madras in the Olden Time. The records, from 
whence the extracts were made, extend over ten 
years only, viz. !G 70-4 G7S1 ; and it was the 
original intention of the compiler to have repub- 
lished the whole as an Appendix to the present 
volume. Want of space however has prevented his 
carrying out this plan ; and perhaps, as the gene- 
ral facts to be gathered from the extracts are ex- 
hibited in the earlier chapters, there is less occa- 
sion for such a republifcation. T^e following selec- 
tion of the more important papers, — that is, of those 
papers which directly illustrate the condition of the 
old town of Madrasjmtanam, and the social man- 
ners of the earliest settlers, — are so well worthy of 
being preserved, that we print them* here yi extenso. 
They require but little comment ; their contents 
speak for themselves. 
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No. I. Official Investigation into tiie Ad- 
ministration of Madras, 1G75 — 76. 

* 

In the year 1675-70, that is, during the Go- 
vernment of Sir William Lang horn. Major James 
Pucklc was sent out by the Directors as a Com- 
missioner to enquire into the state of the Company's 
affairs on the Coast of Coromandel Accordingly 
Major Puckle presented, a list of queries to the 
Governor and Council ; and on the 29th February 
1 675-76, the queries, together with the replies, 
were discussed in Coundd. We extract tlnf con- 
sultation. 


“ Public Consultations, Fort St. George, 
29tii February 1675 — 76. 

<c Something by way of Query presented to the 
Agent and Councell of Fort St. George, at a Con- 
sultation held there the f 9th February 1675-6, 


for .Resolution on behalf of 
East Indi’i Company. 

g f Sir W m. Lang horn, 
jS I Walter Clave ll, 
Joseph IIymners, 

§> j Major Wm. Puckle, 
^ ^Edward 1I!err\;s, 

(1.) Tlie Agent himself has 
kept a Register of all whips 
coming and going, and yearly 
sent home to the Ilon'ble Com- 
pany. 

The like very proper to bo 
done in the Choultry, and »hall 


the Ilon’ble English 

Covernonr „ 

John Prjdger, 
Tim. Wilkes, 
Jacob Smith. 

1. Why there is 
no Register kept of 
the ships, boats, ves- 
sells &c. that arrive 
in the road of Ma- 
drass, and the names 
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accordingly be put in practice, of the Masters or 
though hitherto it lias m.t been Commanders, the 
none, the Justices successively , , , 

continuing the same method P* 1100 AN Iic,1( ' e they 
which they have found in use come aild whether 
in their predecessors tim^s. they arc outward 

bound. 


(2.) Mr. .Tearsey and his 
nephew John Jearsey wHo 
serves him and lias paid his 
fine to the flon'hlc Company. 

Tim, Sutton formerly Lieu- 
tenant, whose discharging has 
been advised to them. 

Charles Rylov an old soul- 
dier here, but lias laid down 
his arms and keepes a house of 
entertainment (upon sufferance 
having many children bred up 
Protestants. ) 

Richard Monck, lately a pri- 
soner with the Dutch, marryed 
here, has laid down arms being 
sickly, drives no fcrade that we 
know of. 

John Augur, an antiont man 
marryed to an English woman, 
keepes a house of entertain- 
ment upon sufferance, paving 
been long a souldier and no 
other way to live. 

Booth Chadderton carne out 
a souldier near two years since, 
and lately had leave to servo 
Mr. Herrys, but ready to take 
up arms again upon occasion. 

(3.) The Portuguezes and 
Mestizas were invited hither by 


2. What English 
that arc not in the 
llon’ble Company’s 
service do live or 
have habitations in 
the English or Blacks 
Towns, how; they 
iirc (jualitied, what; 
U*ados do fliev drive, 
to what valluc, and 
what ships they arc 
owners of. 


3. Why are so 
many Port uguez. per - 
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the several Agonts from our 
first settling here and some 
came with our people from Ar- 
inagon, and encouraged and se- 
veral 1 had money lent them to 
build upon tho open sand undfir 
thg protection of the GunnB 
which by degrees hath been 
walled in, they doing tho duty 
of trained bands in watching 
and warding in «*times of trou- 
ble upon the outworks. They 
have never paid any rent oij ac- 
knowledgement, nor taken out 
any leases. However, if the 
Hon’ble Company thinks good 
to have jus require it, upon their 
possitive order wo must obey 
them, but#ve believe it will be 
the same thing as to drive them 
away, for in all these countrys 
here is no such practice. The 
Govornour and Avaldars ib ry 
sensible of the benefit of inha- 
bitants, inviting all folks by fa- 
vours and 1 mm unity s, and glad- 
ly giving ground for houses and 
gardens to any that will build 
or plant upon it. 

As now in practice at St. 
Thotna, where to repopulate, 
they have promised* thre^ years’ 
exemption of Taxes, which 
drawes the people from hence 
againe as fast as they came. 

And that the Hon’ble Com- 
pany may the better judge by 
the experience of this their 
place, the Agent and Councell 
have been fain to lett fall the*' 


mitted to dwell in 
the English Town 
and pay no rent, nor 
any acknowledge* 
ment for their hous- 
es, whilst many En- 
glish are necessitated 
to lake houses in the 
iilack Town and pay 
for the same. 
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execution of their Consultation 
of 28th September last, for the 
levying of Only pagodas 230 
upon the wjiolo out Town in 
compensation of Mr. Thomas 
Clarke’s houses near the ttfalde* 
ra point pulled down and V ero- 
na’s expense in clearing the sand 
from the sea-wfell during the 
warr, which had scarce amouijjb- 
ed to two fanams per house ; 
and yet all the inhabitants, 
nay their own Merchants # all 
but Cassa Verona, had shut up 
their shops and gathered up to 
the pagoda, and by intelligence 
their Tribes in the country had 
stopped all provisions from 
coming to Town, themselves 
being ready to forsake the place 
if the Agent and Councell had 
not timely pacified them by de- 
sisting from the said leviatmn ; 
they did not value the summe 
but the precedent. 

In like manner 4ras the king 
of Gulconda himself served 
about th&t very time at his own 
city, upon the occasion of a tax 
imposed upon rice, and himself 
was fain send after th&n and 
appease them by fair wojds amj 
good assurance for the future 
and with considerable Tashe- 
riffs to the chief of the Rice 
men. 

Not unlike the passage in 
London with the markett folks 
some 14 years since, upon an 
Act of Parliament a litfte too 
uneasy for them. 
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And moreover how ready the 
Mores and Braminy Govern- 
ment now aro to lay hold of 
such opportunity s to raise new 
pretences, the annexed relation 
of the terms we now stand oji 
wi£h them will suffice. 

Pollepella Yengana pretend- 
ing to sell the King’s paddy 
here customs free at their own 
rates, as in their own Territo- 
ries, and to re-impose an aval- 
dar, saying, the King and Na- 
bob who granted the cowl and 
phermaund are dead and gone, 
and this king not obliged ; an 
if himself had not confirmed 
it and received the mony. 

The Dutch not being able to 
gett a cowl for Poliacat, do all 
they can to infringe ours. 


(4.) The same answer a^to 
the surveys may serve for the 
proposition nomber 4. The 
paddy ground payes rent pago- 
das 40 per annum, lett out to 
Oassa V erona at the rate it 
yeilded the three years last be- 
fore it, and the Agent has seve- 
rall times advertised the peoplf 
who have gardened up and 
down the sands to take c leases 
for their more quiet possession, 
but (saving six allready made to 
the English and others) they 
seeme to be rather willing to 
lot them fall back to sand os 
they were, which would be of 
twill consequence to this place, 
being all on a loose sand where 


4. Why there is 
no survey made and 
taken of both Towns 
witL the lands be- 
longing to them, and 
why those that have 
built upon the Hon’- 
ble Company's 
ground do not pay 
a ny acknowledge- 
ment, not a peper 
corn, for the ground 
their houses stand 
upon, nor have Leas- 
es with Covenants to 
maintain &c., and 
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between the scorching reflex of 
the sunn and the flying of the 
sand, we should be scarce able 
to draw our breath, jvhich was 
formerly the cause of great 
destempers, sickness anc^ mor- 
tality, rendering the place very 
uncomfortable allmost unhabi- 
table. 

(5.) The Portugucz &c., in- 
vited as they were, settled use- 
full and disarmed as the inha- 
bitants are, and the souldter 
out of office, and so fir me a 
peace as between our Princes, 
with so greats depondance as 
they have on us more then on 
all other Europe nations in 
India, we humbly conceive this 
may be suspended until some 
just occasion of jealousies at 
home or here. Besides JJiat 
the great number is not of any 
single nation but of Topasses, 
Mestizos, &c. Converts, and 
now many Natives of this place, 
having no other country but 
this. 

And whiles the French have 
no Settlement near hand, the 
keeping French Padrys liero in- 
stead of Portugues, destroyed 
the encroaching growth of the 
Portugall interest, who used to 
entail Portugalism as well as 
Christianity on all their ^con- 
verts. 

(6.) The English who are 
in the Gulconda, Visfipores 


why no Register of 
the names of the ten- 
nants and inhabitants 
aforesaid. 


5. m Whether is it 
safe or convenient 
that considering 
about half the sopl- 
diers of the Fort are 
P o r t u g ues?e s, and 
more then half the 
inhabitants of the 
new Town are Por- 
tuguezes, and they 
now have two church- 
es nigh unto the Fort, 
where some thou- 
sands meet every 
weeke (besides 
French), that the said 
inhabitants should 
bo permitted to dwell 
in said Town. 


fi. Whether any 
of the llon’blc Com- 
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sod Mohgul’s services are seve- 
rally but generally dissolute, 
hard to reclaym and less worth 
it, except one Christopher Wil- 
kins sent hence long since per 
order of the Agent, &c., th?u 
being along with the Ordnance, 
which the Hon’ble Company 
was necessitated to lend the 
king of Gulconda, which C. W. 
is by report a very good Hman, 
and it were very desirable that 
he could gett free, to come and 
end his daies amongst' his 
countrymen. 

(7- ) fiere are'no bad debts 
in neither of these two last 
Agencys, all that are upon ac- 
count were made before that 
the Investments were under- 
taken by Timona and Verona 
in times of much less troubles 
then since have been, so the 
Hon’ble Company may observe 
the difference of dealing with 
their Merchants joyntly or se- 
verally. 

It were requisite the Hon’ble 
Company would order the writ- 
ing of these debts off by Ac 
count Current t# profit and 
loss, being wholly desperate. 1 

As to the particulars relating 

to Mr . Clavell, the Agent and 

Councell doe humbly conceive. 

(1.) That a Chief has au- 
thority by the Charter tq 


pany’s servants be 
entered into the 
Mores service ; how 
tfl gett them off. 


7. Whether any 
bad debts, and what 
they are, and by 
whom. 


Its further desired 
that you resolve — 

I. Whether Mr. 
Clavell, Chief in the 
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administer an Oath in matters 
of abuses and injurys to the 
Hon’ble Company, as more at 
large in the said Charter. 

(2*) As to the enordering 
the execution of the saift au^ 
thority he has the same order 
there that we Ijave hero, and 
as to what may depend on us, 
the Agent and Councell in tln*ir 
generall letter along with Major 
Puckle will confirm the Honor- 
able Company’s orders relating 
to his Commission, as amply 
and fully as shall be found 
propper for tnem to doe. The 
matters objected to Mr. Walter 
Clavell, as we have received 
them, we have transmitted 
them to the Hon’ble Company, 
as they stand upon record m 
the Fort bookcs ; who having 
now appointed Major Puckle 
to goe down and examine 
them, the Agent ^nd Councell 
doe neither take upon them to 
acquit or oondernne, but wool- 
ly leave it to the Major’s ex- 
amination, whoso Commission 
shall be amply confirmed in 
the Fort General along with 
him, not finding any* thing 
therein of misusing their Cash 
or pressing danger requiring a 
more hasty x>roceeding. 


Bay, hath power to 
administer oaths. 


2. If he hath, 
that he be therepn 
ordered not to neg-< 
lect or refuse the 
same £o all such as 
shall voluntarily offer 
themselves or be pro- 
duced on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Com- 
pany, whefein and 
how Mr. Clavell hath 
vindicated himself 
from those matters 
charged on him of 
arbitraryness in exe- 
cution of his office, 
mentioned# in Lob. 
Consultation and 
Lib. Letters India. 

These querys pre- 
sented to the Agent, 
&c., 

per Wm, Puckle. 
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No. II. Rules and Regulations 
Established By Sib William 
Langhobn, 1671 — T2. 

[The following curious rules and regulations ex- 
hibit the tendencies of the earlier settlers in a more 
striking light than cotSd be done by pages of des- 
'cription.] 

“By obder of the Hon’ble Sir Wm. Lang- 
horn, Barronebt, GoverAour and Agent in Fort 
St. George. 

In obedience to my Hon’ble Employer’s orders, 
and out of that care I ought to take of the people 
committed to my charge, 

It is enordcred and declared, that for preven- 
tion of disorders and for the preservation of the 
Hon’ble Company’s Servants and Souldiers of the 
Garrison from distempers and diseases frequently 
caused thereby, and by the unwholesome liquor 
called Barrier arrack, *' 
wtThat from this day forward, no person whatso- 
ever dwelling within the priviledges of the Townc, 
who doth sell any of the sort of arrack made here 
or hereabouts, shall be permitted to sell or give 
entertainment to any of the Hon’ble Company’s 
souldiers or servants, 

And that all persons keeping publick houses of 
entertainment, be prohibited after this day from 
drawing liquor for any person, after the usucll ring- 
ing of the bell at eight of the clock at night ; but 
shall desire all persons then in their houses to 
retire to their own lodgings and suffer them to 
tarry there no longer. And if any persons shall be 
found contemners of these brders, they shall not 
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for the future be permitted to keep houses of en- 
tertainment. 

And for furfPer prevention of all disorders and 
excesses and impoverishing the souldiers of the 
Garrison and others i% the Hon’ble Company’s 
servisc, by encouraging them to the unthinking 
way of spending their wages in such disorderly 
manner upon creditt, faster than it comes in, to the 
mine both of their purses %ud then healths *and 
undervaluing of the punctual and bounteous pay 
o^c Hon’ble Company’^ which to all sober and 
discreet persons is not oidy sufficient for maintain - 
mice, but with any industry and beginning of 
their owne, enough to get aforeliand in tfie world, 
It is likewise enordered and declared hereby, 
that no Victullar, Punch-house or other house of 
Entertainment, shall be permitted t.o make stop- 
page at the pay day of their wages or any part 
thereof, saveing only for their dyet ; and according- 
ly order is given to the Purser to this effect, 
whereof all pcrsqn° concerned are to taj*c notice. 

W. Lancuiorn.” 
Dated in Fort St. George, 
the 2\st of February 1671-2 

Fort St. Geomge, the 1 $th August 1672. 
By orders of the llon’ble Sir Win. Lang- 
horn, Barronett, Governour and Agent for affairs 
of the Hou’blc EnglisMfcEast India Company in 
Fort St. George, for the l’eceiving (sic) of the anti- 
ent orders concerning the marketts in Chinnapat- 
nam ; as they were observed from the beginning. 
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. In Faddy Bancksall, the former allowance was 
— custome for the Gentu pagoda, for every heapc 
of paddy, one measure ; for Peddflfcigg the watch- 
man, on eveiy greate ox-load of paddy, £ measure ; 
for small ox-load, £ measure ; for one right-hand- 
side girle, for every heape of paddy, 2 handfull ; 
for the measurer, every pagoda, £ measure ; at this 
rate was the former allowance : and if any offers to 
take more thap this allowance, or make other al- 
lowance than this, their penalty shall be 12 pago- 
dBs to the Hon’ble Company, and they sliaUj|}>e 
punished at the Chowtry besides. 

The former allowance in Ihe Chowtry for seve- 
rall sorts of gram and for oyle-seeds was— for the 
Gentu pagoda, one handfull every sacc ; for Ped- 
dinagg the watchman, two handfull every sacc ; for 
one right-liand-side girle, one handfull every 
sacc ; for the measurer, one handfull every sacc : 
and if any offer to take rfay more than this allow- 
ance, their penalty shall be 12 pagodas to the 
Hon’ble Company, and they shall be punished 
at the Chowtry besides. 

The allowance of cowdunge and wood was — for 
every baskett of cowdunge, 2 cakes for tbe Gentu 
pagoda ; for Peddinagg the watchman, of every 
baskett of cowdunge, 5 cakes : and if any offer to 
take more than this allowance, or make any other 
than this allowance, their penalty shall be 12 pa- 
godas to the Hon’ble Company, and they shall be 
punished at the Chowtry Wlides. 

The allowance of seaffish was ; for every great 
nett, 5 ffish to the Hon’ble.Company ; and to Ped- 
dinagg the watchman, 10 fash : and on the ffish 
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that they catch with a hopke, one fffeh for the Com- 
pany and one for Peddinagg the watchman. To the 
washerman, barber, grave-maker, and severall 
other workmen, they are to give what they please : 
and if any one offers tg take more than this allow- 
ance or make any other allowance, their penalty 
shall be 1.2 pagodas to the Ilon’ble Company, and 
they shall be punished at the Choultry besides. 

Copied from the original and examined by me, 

William Hivett. 


Orders prescribed by the Ilon’ble Wm. Lang- 
horn, Bamjneit, Govcrnour of Port Sf. George, 
Maddrassapatam, Coast of Cormandell and Bay 
of Bengali, for Aft'ayrs of the Hon’ble English 
East India Company, &c. 

1. If any that is on the watch or guard shall 
presume to lye of and nr*t aske leave, lie shall, if 
he be an Officer, for every such offence pay half a 
rial of eight ; and a Private souldier shall stand 
one whole day’s* sentiuell in armes. 

2. That officer that shall couceal any sentincll 
that doth sleepe in the time of duty, shall be turn- 
ed out of his office and remaine a Private soul- 
dier. 

8. The same punishment to those that give 
the word to any but to them that it doth belonge. 

4. If any two or more persons shall dare go 
into the field to deoidom quarrell between them by 
the sworde or lire armes, thereby •contcjnning the 
course of justice, they shall for the same offence 
endure two months’ imprisonment, only with rice 

54 
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mid water : but if the party challenged shall make 
knowne tlie challenge unto the Officer, and appeale 
to him for justice, the doome shall be inflicted on 
the challenger only ; the like penalty shall be in- 
flicted on all irregular persons who shall make op- 
position or resistance against those that shall be 
commanded to bring them into the Fort. 

6. Whosoever after having received merited 
punishment, shpll disarms themselves and deny to 
exgeute the duty of a Souldicr any longer, as di- 
vers formerly have done, 4 such one shall be drawno 
to the head of the troopcs, and have his armes 
taken away from him by a cooley, and in exchange, 
have delivered him a spade or the like instrument, 
With which he shall work for his victuals ; and 
his wages being suspended, he shall be sent home 
in the first ship as a delinquent, if the Command- 
er’s discretion admits not his submission and 
sorrow for his fault. 

6. If any in the Garrison shall resist or affront 
his Officer, upon the Coiqte de Guardc, or sleepe 
being sentinell, thcrebye to endanger all our wel- 
fares, he shall for &o great an offence be punished 
by standing three whole days, as according to for- 
mer custome, sentinell in armes for the first time 
from the date ; but offending againe, for every 
fcuch offence shall ride the horse three days, each 
day three hours, and be confined a month with no 
other allowance than water and rice. 

7. ' It is likewise ordered, that both the Officers 
and Souldiers in the Fort, shall on every Sabbath 
day, and on every day when they exercise, weare 
English apparcll : in respect the garb is most be- 
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coming as souldiers and correspondent to their 
profession : on penalty of forfiting one month’s 
allowance on the Officer’s part, and half a month’s 
allowance on the Private souldier’s part. 

8. Whosoever he he that shall attempt to get 
over the walls of the Fort upon any pretence what- 
soever, shall foj so hainous and grievous an offence 
he kept in Irons till the shipps arrival, audjbhcn 
his wages being suspended, he senfrhome for Eng- 
land, there to receive condigne punishment. 

9 . If any private souldier shall interpose him- 
self whilst his Officer is correcting any other for 
his misdemeanours, either by unfitting % words or 
actions, thereby to stay the chastisement due unto 
the delinquent, he shall for the first fault, stand a 
whole day as usually accustomed in armes ; but 
being found so to offend againc, for every time 
from the date after, shall ride the horse three 
houres. Ttjje like punishment to those that will 
not obey their Officers when they command them 
to pass upon tlvui duty. 

10. That when the Governour &c. shall go on 
board, or abroade on horsebacke or in pallenkeen, 
it is thought fit, in respect of the small number of 
people, that not a nnyi shall stir out of the Fort 
until the Governor returns home*; upon penalty of 
half a riall of eight f3r the 4 Merchant a^d Officer, 
and a daye’s sentinell in armes to the Private 
souldier. 

11. We doe expressly forbid all swaring, curs- 
ing, banning, or blaspheming the saertfd name of 
Almighty God ; and whoso shall be found faulty 
therein, shall paye foitre fannams each time ; which 
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course working no reformation in him, shall be 
sent for his country by the first shipp. 

12. Wee moreover forbid any Factor, Writer, 
or Sonldier, or any whomsoever under our com- 
mand, to keep any woman /or his beastly lust and 
carnal use ; and if from henceforth any such shall 
be known to be in the Towne, the woman to be 
turned out of Towne and whipt, and the man to 
receive condigne punishment tor entertaining and 
keeping her company. 

13. No souldier is «to dispute or contradict 
any order or command that he shall receive from 
his superior Officer, upon forfeiture of all his 
wages ; unless it can be proved that ttie said order 
is absolutely destructive to the Civell government 
and saifty of the Company’s Servants and Officers 
in this place. 

14. No person of what qualify soever within 
the Fort, being within call, shall after nine of the 
clockc at night pass the guard or sentinel l without 
giving account to them about whpt he is goeing ; 
which refusing to doe, shall be kept upon the 
guard till morning to answer his contempt before 
•the Governor aud Councell. 

15. For the better maintaining of good .or- 
der in this Garrison, if the Captain, the Lief- 
tenant, or any other "Officer shall heare or cer- 
tainly be^nformed, if any under theire command 
gives his fellows the lye, whereby to breed 
occasion of quarrell, being a word of great 
contempt »and indignity to the profession of a 
Souldier ; we order such a one to be made fast to 
a gunn and there to receive Tenn blowes with a 
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small rattan or cane, well layd on by an Officer or 
either by him he gave the lye unto. But if* the 
lye be given on the Corps de Guarde, to receive 
Twenty blowes ; and if the Officer shall conffive 
at, or not throughly execute the said punishment 
upon such an Offender, lie shall have a whole 
month’s wages deducted of his aecompt for each 
time he so neglected this order, and for not exe- 
cuting the said penalty fat such an offence. # Nor 
shall any Officer for any offence, give any Souldier 
more than four or five 9 strokes for the present ; 
which if will not suffice, he is to be disarmed and 
committed to abide such due chastisement as the 
Chief Officer, with the advice of the other Officers 
in due examination, shall see cause. 

16. That the Governouv be acquainted with 
the offence for which the punishment of the horse 
and such like graver punishments are appointed, 
before they are put in execution. 

17. Whosoever of the Company’s Servants or 
Souldiers shall absent from prayers pti the Sab- 
bath day, or on the morning on Wensday, when 
not employed upon duty, shall for every such de- 
fault on the Company’s servants part, forfeite halfc 
a ryall of eight ; and on the Souldier’s part, to 
stand halfe a daye’s sentinell in # armes, according 
to former customes. 

18. No person out of the Hon’ble Company’s 
pay, to keep house of entertainment, nor any un- 
xnarryed persons. None to be permitted to stay 
in any entertaining houses after the eight of clocke 
bell in the evening, Lodgers excepted. 

19. No entertainment on the Lord’s day, to 
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any but their owne dyctcrs. No gaming at cards 
or dice allowable in any entertaining house. 

20. No one person to be allowed above half a 
pinte of rack or brandy, one quarte of wine ; and a 
greater number pro rata. Penalty upon the house- 
keeper, one pagoda ; upon the guests, twelve fun- 
nams each. 

23. It is ordered and appointed, that all the 
fines or penalty?* that are imposed and shall bo 
received for all the Offences aforesaid, shall be 
kept in a box appointed ‘‘ for the purpose, for tin, 
use of the Poore, chiefly English, to be distribut- 
ed according as the Govcruour and Cc uncell shall 
direct. 

22. If any souldier or souldiers in this our 
Garrison shall, either in their driuke or otherwise, 
offer any offence to any of the Natives or Townc 
inhabitance, either by striking, fighting, quarrel- 
ing, or drawing of swordes, or the like unseemly 
misbehaviour towards any of the country people, 
wee order that all such irregular persons shall be 
brought to the Port and there confined and exa- 
mined, and shall then receive such punishment ns 
may be equivalent to his or their offences, either 
by standing centinall in armas, or being made fast 
to the breech of a* guir*, shall receive so many 
stripes as his Officers shall think fitt to appoint, 
not exceeding No. 10, unless the Governour be 
first made acquainted with it ; or shall ride the 
horse so hjuuy h cures, and so often us the Gover- 
nour shall think meet to determine. 

23. Whosoever shall tak'o any thing perforce 
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from any markit folkc, pretending to have it at 
what price they please, shall pay double the val- 
lue. 

W. Languor*). 
God savjs the King. 

Copied from the original! and examined by me, 

William. IIivett. 
These orders were tafceu olf the Corps* du 
Guard, and new Orders put up by*lhc Governour 
and Gouneell. 

October 28///, 1078. 

Nl . 111. Kills AND It EG LJ LATIONS poll •the 
ADMINISTRATION >K KUBLLr JtusiNKSS, Es- 
tablished in Mu. Stheynsiiam Master. 

“ Fort St. George, J/NUAin 1 C> 7 7 — 8 
Thursday the 31st. v ~At a Consultation. 
Prewitt. 

Stkeynsii^v M \ i»TKhi Esq , Ageftt and 
Cov^rr'iitr. 

Mr. .loSKIMl IIVMNEKS, j M r J OIIN It JUDGE II, 
Mr. Timothy: Wilkes, | Mr. Jag^e Smith. 

For regulating thallo^’Jdc (Company's Affaires 
for tlie better carrying on the same, it is ordered 
and C ..tec! as folJowetli 

1 That the printed directions made by the 
Court of Committee in London, the lftyh Decem- 
ber 1667, for the Christian and sober comport- 
ment of all the Hob ble Company’s Servants, be 
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hung up in the Chappell and dining roome, to be 
observed accordingly. 

2. That the Councell do meet to consult of 
the Hon’ble Company’s Affaires every Monday and 
Thursday, and oftener as business shall require, 
and this entry is to be taften by all the Councell 
as a due summons ; yet the Secretary is hereby 
ordered himself in person, or by one of the Factors 
or Writers under him, tp summon all the Members 
of the Councell every Monday and Thursday, 
about 8 o’clock in the morning ; and every time 
any one of the Councell shall be absent, the Secre- 
tary is hereby required to enter at the beginning 
of such Consultation, these words : — The whole 
Coitncell being duly summoned.” 

3. For all monys to be paid out of cash, that 
# the second or Book-keeper, with the Agent’s 

leave, shall draw bills directed to the Agent or 
who shall keep the cash wider him ; in which Bills 
lie is to express the partys name to whom and the 
account upon which the mony is to be paid ; which 
Bills, the Second is tirst to signe, leaving room for 
the Agent, as is practised at Surratt ; and the said 
Bills are to be read and passed in the Councell 
every Councell day after any such are drawn, and 
the Secretary to noat the same accordingly. 

4. That the ‘Generali Uookcs of accounts be 
ballanced the last day of April yearly and kept ac- 
cording to the method used at Surratt ; a pair of 
which bookes, Letter M., are delivered to Miv 
Joseph Hymuers for his direction therein. 

5. That the accounts of sallary of the Hon’ble 
Company’s Servants that ser 4 ye them in their Her- 
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pantile affairs, be kept and entered in the Generali 
bookes by the Booke-keeper or second, according 
to the Jdon’ble Company is printed rules, and not 
entered in a paire of bookes apart by the Purser 
General, as heretofore. 

6. That the Warehouse keeper or third in 
Councell do keep Warehouse bookes, agreeable to 
the Hon’hle Company’s orders in their printed 
rules, for all goods delivered, received or bought ; 
and that he take and draw up the accounts anrl 
invoices of all goods sold or bought and packed 
by him ; from which accounts of the Warehouse* 
keeper, the second or Booke-keeper is to enter the 
same into the Generali bookes and thfe Generali 
invoices, they being his vouchers so to do. 

7. That the Choultry Justice, Customer, or 
fourth in Councell do take care to receive and col- 
lect all the ltents and Kevenues of the Towne of 
Madrassputnam, except ^hat of the Mint, and keep 
two distinct bookes of the same, one of the ac- 
counts of all pettv land Customs received of the 
Indians, &c., upon goods imported ; at the begin- 
ning of which booke every year, he must enter the 
rates of the Customs, the manner of gathering the 
same, and in the booke, the particulars of the goods 
which the same is collected, and at the end of this 
booke, the particular* of the Come received for 
Toll in the Paddy Banksall and what the same 
was sold for, and also what received monthly for 

* the Company’s part of the Weigher’s duty, and for 
registering houses, stands, &c. : and^one other 
book of the accounts of all Sea and Land Cus- 
iomes receded of Christians and Indians upon 
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goods imported and exported that is usually joyned 
together ; at the beginning of which booke also, 
he must yearly enter the fates, and the manner of 
collecting the said customes, and in the booke the 
particulars of the goods on which, and the men’s 
liaipes from whom the same is received. Also, he 
must tako care to receive the Freights due to the 
Hon’ble Company for all goods laden upon their 
Bhipps and vessel Is and duly to enter the same in 
this booke ; and in the said booke, he must make 
entry of all shipps and vepells that anchor in this 
port, the place they come from, the day they sayle, 
and the place they are bound unto. At the end 
of both bdokes to make tables or abbreviates of 
every month’s collections, that the whole year’s 
Income may appear together and be more readily 
compared with the Generali bookes ; and he is 
alsoe to keepe the Register bookes for all private 
trade, ns is appointed in the Indulgence of 1 6th 
November 1074, and notice thereof given at the 
foot of the said Indulgence, hung up in the Chap- 
pell. 

. 8. That the Customer, Mint Master (when 
there is one in that office), and Pay Master, or any 
two of them, do every Tuesday and Fryday sitt in 
the Choultry to dp the cortimon Justice of the 
Towne as usuall ; and do -take care that the 
Scrivan of the Choultry do duly register all sen- 
tences in Portugucz as formerly, and that there jb© 
an exact liegister kept of all alienations or salted 
of slaves, houses, gardens, boates, shipps, &c. ; 
the Company's due for the same to be received by 
the Customer, and the Bills <k Certificates for such 
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sales to be signed by the persons in tlic offices 
aforesaid, or any two of them. 

9. That the Mint Master (there not being one 
particularly appointed to that place at present, 
Mr. Joseph Hyir.nejs, who hath had it in his 
charge the last seven yeares, is desired still to con- 
tinue it until the llon’ble Company’s further or- 
der), do keepfi two bookes. One of the particular 
account of the covning ofr the Hoji’ble Company ’s 
gold ; the other of the gold coyucd for all other 
persons, and what the Uon’ble Company do re- 
ceive for Mintage duty thereupon ; and that he do 
not suffer anv gold to be coyned in the Mint, but 
what he £hall make a due entry of ih the said 
booke. 

10. That the Purser General or Pay Master 
do take charge of all stores, of all manner of ex- 
pences, buildings, reparations, &e., and of the con- 
cerns of Deceased men^ and to keepe three bookes 
of Accounts and Registers, as follovveth : — 

1. — A booke of the account of all the Ammuni- 
tion and Stores belonging to the Garrison, and 
the expence thereof entered every month ; for 
which the Master Gunner, Gentleman of the 
Armes, the Armourer-smith and Carpenters, must 
give due and monthly account |o him. 

2. — A booke of* all expenses of the Garri- 
son and other necessary and insident . charges, 
in severall and distinct accounts. At the end of 
which booke to make a table of the whole year's 
expenses in severall eoluras, under the heads or 
titles used in the Generali bookes, by which they 
may more easily be* compared ; and he is to see 
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that the Stewards do keepe a booke of the accounts 
of the daily expence of dyet for the Company’s 
general 1 table. 

3. — A booke for Registering of Wills and Testa- 
ment and Inventory's of deceased persons, the 
moneys so received to be paid into the Company’s 
cash ; and in the same booke to keepe a Register 
of Births, Christenings, Marryages Imd Burialls, 
of alt English men and Cornell within this Towne. 

11. That the Secretary do take care duly to 
summon the Councell every Monday and Thurs- 
day morning at 8 o’clock as before directed, and 
to enter all Consultations in the booke appointed 
for that purpose, and all other occurrences and ob- 
servations in the manner of a Dyary ; and also a 
Register of all Passes given ; and to take care that 
double coppy bookes of letters received and sent, 
be duly and fairly wrote by the Factors and 
Writers appointed thereunOo, and nmrginall noats 
and alphabetts made to the Consultation bookea 
and coppy ©bookes of letters. All the bookes to be 
finished the last day of December, yearly. One 
coppy to be laid up here, and one to be sent home 
upon the shipps ; and what most materiall shall 
come to hand or be done afterward, to be sent in 
loose papers in the packets to the Mon’ble Com- 
pany ; and that he tak& care 1 to draw out lists of 
the Ilon’ble Company’s Servants, in the forme 
prescribed by them, and all other English inhabit- 
ing in this Towne, to be sent to the Hon’ble Com- 
pany yearly, as they require. 

12. That all the fore-mentioned Bookes and 
Registers be every month -(aft jr the month is ex- 
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pired and the needful entrys made therein), the 
next Councell day after, brought to the Councell, 
and there read and passed, and the Secretary to 
noate the same. 

13. That all the ^ore-mentioned persons unto 
whom the Bookes, Accounts, Registers &c., before 
directed, be incliarged, do take care to gett dupli- 
cates of the siftne fairly wrote every year, with the 
transcribers names to tliei#i ; one yf which impli- 
cates to be sent for England to the Llon’ble Com- 
pany, and the other to be laid up in the Councell 
Chamber in the Fort, until the Jion’blc Company 
shall please to appoint the building of convenient 
places or otfices for every one of the saill persons, 
as the Booke keeper, Warehouse-keeper, the Cus- 
tomer, the Mint Master, the Purser Generali or 
Pay Master, and the Secretary, wherein the said 
bookes and registers may be distinctly kept, and 
where the said persons nnay keepe such their busi- 
ness for the Company in decent order, and the 
persons employed under them may Jiave con- 
venieney to write in, all which is "exceedingly 
wanting at present, there being not *one place 
within the Fort (blit the Councell Chamber) fitt for 
such uses. 

14. For lessening*the charges of the Garrison, 
*tis ordered that the two companies of Souldyers 
be reduced to 80 men each company, as was 
agreed in Consultation the 3rd March i 6 75 , Mr. 
Walter Clavell and Mr. Win. Puckle being then 
present at the Councell ; and there beyig 25 men 
above that number now mustered. Captain Onenle 
and Captain Lieutenant Betts were sent for and 
ordered to discharge them ; and to keepe in the 
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two companies no more than 80 Private oentinclls 
and Corporally besides Drums and Sarjcants &c., 
ns aforesaid ; and ’tis ordered that about 50 of the 
black guards or peons be discharged at this time, 
and so many in a montfy or two after as may 
reduce the number to no more than shall appear 
to be absolutely necessary, it not being convenient 
to turne off too many at once. 

ll>. That except by the Members of this Coun- 
cell, those that have formerly been in that quality, 
Chiefes of Factorys, Commanders of the sliipps out 
of England, and the Chaplains, liundells shall not 
be worne by any men in this Towne, without the 
Govemoiir’s permission ; and by no woman below 
the degree of Factors’ wives and Ensigues’ wives, 
except by such as the Governour shall permitt. 

This last clause to be put up at the Fort gate 
for publike view. 

Sttu&nsham Master, 
Joseph Hymners, 

Jno. Hridoeu, 

Timothy Wilkes, 

Jacob Smith. 

John Nicks, Secretary . 


No.- IV. Pules and Regulations for .the 
Government of the Civil and Military 
45 STABILISED BY Mil. SlREYNSIIAM MASTER, 
1678 . 

[The following jules and regulations were esta- 
blished by Mr. Streynsham Master in the room of 
those instituted by Sir William Langhorn arc 
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equally curious and illustrative. We extract the 
consultation in full.] 

“Fort St. George, October, 1678. 
Monday the 28th, at a Consultation. 
present. 

Streynsiiam Master, Esq , Agent and Governor. 
Mr. Joseph Hymners, 

Mr* Timothy Wilkes, 


Mr. John Hkidgeii. * 

The Orders agreed upon last Consultation day 


The Orders for good 
Government now read 
and passed. # 


Icy the good Govern- 
ment of all the Jlon’ble 
Company’s Servants in this 
place being drawn up, were 


now read, severall amendments made therein. 


agreed upon and passed and ordered to he entered 
hereunder, and that those orders which concern 


persons in the Civil employments shall first be 
read in the Chappell upin Sunday next, and those 
orders which concern persons in the Military em- 
ployments shall^b^ read to the Garrison* upon the 
muster on Thursday next. 

Ordered that those orders put up by Sir Willi- 

Those Orders put up am Langhom in y° Corps 
by Sir Win. Langhorn, du Lruard be taken downe 
to be copied in the * from thence and copied in- 
Oonsultation booke of* to the Consultation booke 
his Agency. of his Agency, that they 

may remain to be produced upon any occasion. 

(Signed) Streynsiiam Master, Qovernour. 

„ Joseph Hymners, 


John Buidger, 
Timothy Wilkes. 


John Nicks, Secretary 
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Orders made by us, the Agent and Governour 
and Councell for Affaires of the Iion’ble English 
East India Company upon the Coast of Coro- 
mandell and in y* Bay of Bengali (for advancing 
the Glory of God, upholding the Honor of the 
English Nation, and the preventing divers Dis- 
orders) to be observed by all Persons in the Civill 
imployments in the -said Hon’ble Company’s 
Service. 


Forasmuch as by Persons of all Professions, 
tlig Name of God ought to 
Orders to be observ- ^ hallowed, his service at- 
ed by all persons in the « , t , u . n 

Civil! imployments. tende(1 u P on > « nd 1Ils bless - 

mg upon men s endeavours 

sought by daily prayers, as the quallity therefore 
of our place and imployment requires, and in dis- 
charge of our duty both to God and man, First 
we doe Cliristianly admonish every one imployed 
in the service of the llonlble English East India 
Company, to abandon lying, swearing, cur3eing, 
drunkenness, uncleanness, prophanation of the 
Lord’s-day, and all otlier siniulf practices, and 
not to be out of the Fort or from their hous- 


es or lodgings late at night, nor absent from or 
neglect morning and evening Prayer, or doe any 
other thing to the dishonor 'of Almighty God, the 
corruption of good manners; or against the peace 
of the government : but if any will not heare us 
admonishing them, we doe (by virtue of the pow- 
er derived unto us from the Uon’ble the Gover- 


nour and Company of Merchants of London trad- 
ing into the East Indies, and by authority of the 
King’s Majesty’s Roy all Chapter to them granted) 
order and appoint that whomsoever shall be found 
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guilty of the following offences shall undergoe the 
penalty s hereunto annexed 

1 . Whosoever (that lodgeth within the Port) 
shall remaine out of y° Fort all night (without Li- 
cence from the Goverrjour) or be found absent at 
the time of shutting the Gates after the Tattoo 
(without a reasonable excuse) shall pay 20 fanams 
to the use of the poore, or sett one whole day 
publickly in the stocks. 

2. * Whosoever shall profane the name of God 
by swearing or cursing, Ijp shall pay fourc fanams 
to the use of the poorc for every oath or curse, 
and in case of non-payment after demand, the 
said summe*shall be levyed by distress, ind in de- 
fect of such distress, the offender shall sett in the 
stocks three howers. 

4. Whosoever shall be guilty of lying, shall 
pay fourc fanams for y* 5 poore for every such of- 
fence. 

4. Whosoever shall apeare to be drunke, shall 
pay 20 fanams fpr the use of the poore* *for every 
offence, and in case of non-payment after demand, 
the said summe shall be levyed by distress, and in 
defect of such distress, the offender shall sett in 
the stocks six howers. 

5. Whosoever lodges within *thc Fort (whither 
actually in the Hon’ble Company's service or not) 
that shall be absent from the publike prayers moil- 
ing and evening on the weeke dayes (without a 
lawfull excuse) shall pay foure fanams for the poore, 
or be confined one whole weeke within* the Fort 
for every such default ; and whosoever Christian 
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in y e Hon’ble Company’s service in this Town (ex- 
cept Papists) that shall be absent from the publike 
prayers morning or evening on the LordVday 
(without a lawfall excuse) shall pay foure fan am s 
for y® poore for every such default, and in case of 
non-payment after demand, the said surame shall 
be c levyed by distress and sale of the offenders 
goods, and in default of such distress, the offender 
shall suffer imprisonment untill payment of the 
said summe soe forfeited by law. 

6. If any by these penal tys will not be re- 
claimed from these vices, or if any shall be found 
guilty of adultery, fornication, uncleanness, or 
any such ’crime, and will not be reclaimed, they 
shall be sent for England, there to receive con- 
digne punishment. 

7. For the preservation of the security and 
good government of this Port and Towne, it is 
ordered and declared thai^ if any person whatso- 
ever living in or belonging unto this Towne and 
Government shall make any disturbance upon the 
Corps du Guard, or goe into the Field to deside a 
quarrell with the sword or other arms or weapons 
or shall attempt to gett over the walls of the Fort, 
or other Fortifications of the Towne, or shall sell, 
embezzle, or conveiglx awgjv any ammunition be- 
longing to the Honorable Ctjvmpany, or furnish the 
enemy therewith or with any other arms or ammu- 
nition, or shall keep correspondence with any de- 
clared Enemy to the English without the Govern- 
our’s knowledge and permission, or shall raise se- 
dition, make or abett any mutiny or insurrection 
against the Government, or fthall endeavour to de- 
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stroy or to deliver up any Fort bulwart, magazine, 
house or place of strength, or any ship or vessell 
belonging to the English to any enemy whatso- 
ever, or that shall give any affront to the Govem- 
our, or strike the Governour or any of the Coun- 
cell, or lay violent fiands upon any of them, or 
conspire to imprison the Governour, or that sliall 
commiit any* such like offence against the good 
and safety of the place# and government, fcvery 
person or persons soe offending of whatsoever Na- 
tion or religion, whither in the Honorable Com- 
panies service or not, he # or they shall answer for 
every sueli offence before the Governour and Coun- 
cell, and shall suffer such paynos aiu> penaltys 
for the same as is apoiuted in the Articles and 
Orders of this Garrison, or shall be otherwise pu- 
nished as to the Governour and Councell shall 
seem meet and convenient, and the quality and 
circumstances of the offgnee shall meritt. 

8. These orders shall be read in the Church or 
Chappell twice in the yeare, that is upon the 
Sunday next ifflter Christmas day, add upon the 
Sunday next after midsumer day, in the forenoone 
after Divine service, that none may pretend igno- 
rance thereof, and all persons concerned therein 
are hereby stricktly diarged and commanded to 
give due observance# and jtiot t # o act contrary to 
the same, upon paine of undergoing y e peaaltys 
apoiuted, and suffering further displeasure. In 
confirmation whereof we have hereunto sett our 
hands and the Honorable Company’s Seale, the 
28th day of October, Anno Domini 16^8, and in 
the 30thyeare of the 4aigne of Our Sovereigne Lord 
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Charles the Second, by the Grace of God, King of 
England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith. 

One of the Factors or Wri- 
ters shall bo monthly apointed 
by the Govemour to note and 
collect the forfeitures and to 
pay the same to the Overseers 
of the pooro. 


(Signed) Streynsham Master, 

„ Joseph Hymners, 

„ John Buidger, 

„ Timothy Wilkes. 

(Signed) John Nicks, Secretary. 

Articles and Orders made by us, the Agent and 
Governour and Councell of Fort St. George, Ma- 
draspatam (for advancing the Gl6ry of God, up- 
holding the Honor of the English Nation, and the 
preventing divers Disorders), to be observed by 
i^l Persons of this Garrison in the Military imploy- 
inents in the Service of the Honorable English 
East India Company. 

Forasmuch as by Persons of all professions, the 
Name of God ought to be 

Orders to bo obsorv- hallowed, his service atten- 
tive b ^iUta^ e Tmplo“ ded u P on ’ a ? d Hia Messing 
me nts. upon men s endeavours 

sougty by daily prayers, as 
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the quallity therefore of our place and imployment 
requires, and in discharge of our duty both to God 
and man, First, we doe Christianly admonish 
every one iniployed in the service of the Honor- 
able English East India Company to abandon 
lying, swearing, cursefng, drunkenness, unclean- 
ness, prophanation of the Lord’s-day, and all 
other sinfull practices, and not to sleep, be drunk, 
or abusive upon or absent from their watch, or 
from their houses or quarters late* at night, nor 
absent from or neglect morning and evening 
Prayers, nor eommitt anty offence to the dishonor 
of Almighty God, the corruption of good manners 
or against the peace of the government ; but if any 
will not lieare us admonishing them, we doe (by 
virtue of the power derived unto us from the 
Honorable the Governour and Company of Mer- 
chants of London trading into the East Indies, 
and by authority of the^King’s Majesty’s ltoyall 
Charter to them granted) order and apoint that 
whomsoever shall be found guilty of flic following 
olfences shall uixiergoe the penaltys hereunto an- 
nexed : — 

1. If any shall profane the Name of God by 
swearing or eurseing, lie shall pay fonre fanams to 
the use of the poore fpi every oatli or curse, and 
in case of non-payment after tlemand, the said 
summe shall be leveycd by distress, and in defect 
of such distress, the offender shall sett in the stocks 
three bowers. 

2. If any shall be guilty of lying, he shall pay 
foure fanams for y e poore for every siifch offence, 
or stand six liowers sentinell in armour. 

3. If any shall apeare to be drunke, he shall 
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pay 20 fanams for the use of the poore for every 
offence, and in case of non-payment after demand, 
tlie said summe shall’ be levyed by distress, and in 
defect of such distress, the offender shall sett in 
the stocks six howcrs. 

4. If any (except Papists) that are upon the 
Gtiard within y e Fort shall be absent from the 
publike prayers morning or evening on y° weekc 
days (except a lawfull occasion hindreth), he shall 
pay foure lanams for the poore or stand six bowers 
scntinell in armour for every such default ; and 
whosoever Christians in ( the Hon’ble Company's 
service in this Towne or Garrison (except Papists) 
that shaE. be absent from the publike prayers 
morning or evening on the Lord’s-day (without a 
lawfull excuse), shall pay foure faiiams for the 
poore for every such default, and in case of non- 
payment after demand, the said summe shall be 
levyed by distress and sa^n of the offenders goods 
and in default of such distress the offender shall 
suffer imprisonment until payment of the said 
summe soe«dbrfeited by law. 

6. Noe person shall goc off from his watch or 
guard without leave from him that hath the com- 
mand of that Guard, upon penalty of forfeiting 
one day’s pay for the poore ; and if any person 
shall lye off from 1 his guardjn the night without 
leave from the head Officer then present upon the 
Maine guard in the Fort, whether he be subordi- 
nate Officer or Soldier, he shall forfeit halfe a 
month’s pay for the poore, or be punished at the 
discretion 6f the Councell, of Officers ; and if the 
head Officer at the Maine gpard shall lye off at 
night without y e Governour’s leave, he shall un~ 
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dergoe the same penalty ; and if any shall,, offend 
herein when the Govcrnour is out of the Towne, 
the penalty shall be doubled. 

6. If any Centinell shall be taken asleep whilst 
he is upon his duty watch standing centinell in 
any place, or depart from his station before hg is 
relieved, he shall pay one month’s pay to the use 
of the poore Aid shall also ride the wooden horse 
three several! days, tlircfe hower% at a time* and 
then be confined a month in irons with allowance 
of rice and water and fqffeit that month’s pay to 
the Hon’ble Company. 

7. If any shall strike, resist, oppose or affront, 
his superior* Officer in act or word upon the Corps 
du Guard, or in any other place, he shall be tyed 
neck and heels for two or three bowers at the first, 
and be otherwise punished afterward according to 
the importance of the fact. 

8. If any person shall create any disturbance, 
quarrell, or draw his sword upon the Guard, he 
shall be tyed nec! and heels for the present, and 
afterward the case being examined, shall be further 
punished as the fact may deserve. 

9. If any two or more persons shall dare to 
goe into the field to desire a quarrell between them 
with swords or other tirms or yeapons, they shall 
sutler two months’ imprisonment, and be fedd 
with rice and water, and that two months’ pay 
shall be forfeited to the Hon’blo Company; but if 
the party challenged shall make known the chal- 
lenge, the punishment shall be inflicted upon the 
challenger. 

J O. If any Soldier shall refuse to obey liis 
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Officer, or dispute or contradict any order that 
shall Tje given him by his Commanding officer, 
lie shall ride the wooden horse for two or three 
howcrs, or be otherwise punished according to the 
quality of the offence, except it can be proved that 
thp said order is nnlawfull, or absolutely destruc- 
tive or prejuditiall to the peace or government, 
and then such Soldier is presently *to give notice 
of it* to the Govern our a: to one of the Councell, 
and the Officer shall be punished for the same as 
the case deserves. c 

11- That officer that hath the Command of 
the Main guard in y e Fort, shall every evening goo 
to the Governour for orders, and the Serjeants 
shall attend in the Fort to receive them from the 
snid Chief officer, and carry them to the Gentle- 
men of the Councell and the Commission Offi- 
cers, and the word is to be given to the Gentlemen 
of the Councell and to tl)Q Officers of the Garrison, 
that is to the Commission officers, y c Marshall, 
Sarjcants,, Corporalls and Itounders, and to none 
others ; and if any shall give the word to any 
others except by the Govcrnour’s order and per- 
mission, he shall loose his office and shall suffer 
such further paine or penalty for the same as the 
quality and circu instances thereof shall deserve. 

12. If any Soldiesr upon the beat of Drume, 
not being imployed upon duty, or sick, or out of 
Towne with leave, does not repaire to his collours 
and there remain and do and perform what he is 
commanded untill he have leave of the Officer 
then in command to depart, he shall lye in irons 
untill the Couucell of Officers sett, and then be 
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otherwise punisht for such his contempt at , the des- 
cretion of the Councell of Officers. 

13. The Commission officers shall not faile 
to drill or exercise their Company’s once a weeke, 
or at the least once iif a fortnight, upon y e penalty 
of forfeiting one month’s pay to the use of ‘the 
poore for eve*y such neglect. 

14. Whosoever shall* attempt # to get over the 
walls of the Fort, or any of the walls, curtains, 
or bastions of the Towng upon any pretence what- 
soever, he shall sutler one month’s imprisonment 
in irons and be kept with rice and water, and that 
month’s paj to be forfeited to the Hoifble Com- 
pany, or be otherwise punisht as the circumstances 
of the offence shall deserv e. 

15. If any English or others sent by the Ilon’- 
ble Company or belonging to the English ships 
shall desert their servici? without licence, and vo- 
luntary retnme and come to serve in this Garrison, 
such persons slqill serve five years d (\ • nevo from 
the time of the said returns, the two first years as 
private sentinells at ten fanams per mensem less 
than the usual pay of the Garrison, and the three 
last years at the usual pay ; and if any persons 
deserting the Hon’ble^ompanyis service shall be 
taken and returned by force, they shall serve five 
years de novo at such pay as is before exprest, and 
shall also ride the horse for three days, thiee 
howers at a time ; and if any Officer or other shall 
know of any Soldier deserting his colloars, or any 
other person being run away, and doth not imme- 
diately acquaint the fiovernour tlferewith, he shall 
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loose his office or forfeit a month’s pay to the 
llon’ble Company. 

16. If any person shall send or permitt to be 
sent or earryed out of the Fort, or out of any other 
magazine or store-house belcnging to the Hon’ble 
Company, any amunition, as powder, shell, arms, 
match or provisions, without the (i Governour’s 
order, or acquainting him therewith, all such per- 
sons shall loose "their offices, and be severely pro- 
ceeded against. 

17. Noe Homan Cath olick or Papist, whither 
English or of any other nation shall beare any 
office in this Garrison, and shall have no more pay 
than 80 fanams per mensem as private sentinalls, 
and the pay of those of the Portugeze nation, as 
Europeans, Musteescs, and Topasees, is from se- 
venty to forty fanams per mensem. 

18. If any officer or soldier shall desert his 
collours or station that shall be apointed him to 
defend in time of service, and shall not do his ut- 
most to destroy the enemy as he , shall be com- 
manded, or shall flye over to the enemy, such 
officer or soldier shall be proceeded against and 
suffer as a Traytor to his Kang and country. 

19. If any person without the Govemour’s 
knowledge and consent shall give intelligence or 
hold any correspondence with any that are declared 
enemies to the English, or that shall embezzeH or 
destroy any arms or amunition of the Honorable 
Company’s, or furnish the enemy therewith, or 
with any other arms or amunition, such persons 
shall be proceeded against as a Traytor. 

20. If any fferson shall rfiise sedition, make or 
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abett any mutiny or insurrection against the Go- 
vernment, or shall contrive or endeavour either 
himself or intice or corrupt any other to fire or 
destroy or deliver up the Fort, Towne, or any bul- 
wart, magazine, house or place of strength therein, 
or any ship or vessell belonging to the English, 
to any enemji whatsoever, such person or persons 
shall be proceeded again and suffer as Traytors 
to their King and country. 

21. If any officer shall strike a Soldier with- 
out offence given, or otherwise according to the 
use and custome of discipline military, he shall 
answear it a t the Councell of Officers »and make, 
recompence for the same ; nor shall any Officer 
strike a private Soldier for any offence or fault 
more than three or foure strokes, and if the offence 
requires further or greater punishment it shall be 
ordered by a Consultation of the officers, and such 
officer as shall offend herein, shall give such rea- 
sonable satisfaction as shall be awarded for the 
same. 

22 . He that shall take any thing by force from 
any markett people, shopkeeper, or other person, 
pretending to have it at what price he please, shall 
pay treble the value thereof to the party grieved ; 
and if any person shajl abuge aiTy of the Natives 
or Towno inhabitants, by striking, frighting, quar- 
relling, drawing their swords or the like, such per- 
sons shall be carried before one of the Justices of 
the Choultry, and being thereof convicted, shall 
be punisht as may be equivalent to the offence, 
by standing sentinall in armour or by lying in 
the stocks, and made last to the britch of a gun or 
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a tree or post, shall there be beaten or whipt, or 
suffer such like punishments as shall be apointed 
by the said Justice or Justices ; and the said pu- 
nishments shall be iuflicted pnblikely at the Choul- 
try or in the open streete, tcPthe end that Natives 
ma^ be satisfied of the justice done them ; and if 
any person be maimed or wounded in such quar- 
rell, recompence shall be made for the same by 
paying for the ciure and for other damages, as the 
Justice or Justices shall judge fitt. 

23. If any Soldier shall breake or loose his 
arms, he shall pay for the same or for the mend- 
ing of them ; and if any shall shoot off a mus- 
kett, ordnance, or other fire arms, upon any occa- 
sion than as usual upon sentinall duty, saluteing 
of ships, or upon command of his officer, he shall 
pay for the powder half fanam for every muskett, 
and 80 fanams for every ordnance ; and if any 
harrne or damage accrewctb thereby, he shall and 
must answer the law in such case, which is very 
severe. 

24. None shall be inlisted or mustered to servo 
in the Garrison, nor be discharged of the service 
without the Governour’s order or permission ; nor 
shall the Officers muster one man for another, 
upon paine of forfeiting one- month’s pay to the 
Hon’ble Company for every such offence. 

25. None (except the Commission officers and 
Chief gunner) shall goe three miles out of the 
Towne or on board the ships in the road without 
a pass from the Governour, upon penalty of for- 
feiting half a month’s pay for every such offence, 
to the use of the poore ; and the Commission officers 
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and the chief gunner shall have leave to goe upon 
their parole without the pass ; and if any under- 
officer or soldier shall have the Goveruour’s leave 
to lye out of Towne foure and twenty hourcs 
or longer, he shall fi»d a man to serve in his 
roome, untill his returne ; and if any officer* or 
soldier shall %tay out longer then the time granted 
by the Governour upon jjproll or in the pass,, such 
a one shall forfeit his pay to the 'poore for every 
day he is absent beyond the limited time, and be 
further punisht as the Offence shall merit. The 
Gentleman of the Arines for wiiteing those 
passes shall have half fanam for a pass with a sin- 
gle name, and one fanam for a pass with more 
4-hen one name in it, and one day’s pay for a dis- 
charge of the sevice. 

26. All officers, soldiers and other persons re- 
ceiving the Honorable Company’s pay within this 
Garrison shall apearc in* person, and in case of 
sickness apoiut one for them, and make demand of 
their pay every anontli upon call of dnrfne on the 
pay day, and in default thereof they shall forfeit 
the same to the TIon’ble Company ; and the Pay- 
master shall suffer noe stoppage of any persons 
monthly pay upon an^other demands or presences, 
without the consent the .party, then fjjy these 
following : — 

For l)yett mony not exceeding 40 fanams per 
mensem, which is to be demanded every month at 
the pay day, and if the Creditor shall deferr or 
delay demanding the same longer then tfto months, 
they shall stand to the curtesie of the Debtor for 
the payment thereof*; for doeing duty one for 
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another ; for clothing and desent and fitting garb 
becomeing a soldier, and as shall be used and or- 
dered in the Garrison ; for the marshall fees ; and 
for the fines, amercements, and penaltys awarded 
for breach of these orders. *• 

27. If any man shall be found guilty of adul- 
try, fornication, uncleanness, or any puch crime, or 
shall. keep any woman company in an unlawful 
way and refusetii to marry her, or will not be re- 
claimed from such wickedness, he shall be kept 
in prison , for soe long time as the Governour and 
Councell shall judge convenient, and be allowed noe 
other Dyett then rice and water ; his pay for such 
time shall be forfeited to the Company, and if after 
all he will not be reclaimed, he shall be sent to 
England, there to receive condigne punishment. 

28. If any officer, soldier, or other person shall 
give any affront or disrespect to the Governour in 
word or deed, or shall off^r to strike or lay violent 
hands upon the Gavernour or any of the Councell, 
or shall attempt or conspire to imprison the Go- 
vernour, such person or persons soe offending 
shall loose his and their office and all imployment 
in this Garrison for ever, and suffer six months’ 
imprisonment, and during^ that time shall every 
Munday and Thursday in the aftemoone ride the 
horse for three houres,*and alter releasement shall 
never weare a sword or other arms within this 
jurisdiction. 

29. And that this Towne and Garrison may 
be preserved in security and good government, it 
is declared and ordered that if any person whatso- 
ever living in or belonging unto this Towne 
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(though not in Military imployments), shall breake 
these orders, that is in creating any quarrells or 
disturbance upon the Corps du Guard, or shall 
goe into the field to decide a quarrell with the 
sword or other arms eft weapons, or shall attempt 
to gett over the walls of the 'Fort, or other "Fortifica- 
tions of the Tpwne, or shall embezzle, sell or con- 
veigh any amunition ^iway belonging to the 
Hon’ble Company, or furnish y* enemy therewith, 
or with any other arms or amunition, or shall keep 
correspondency with any ‘declared enemy without 
the Governour’s knowledge and permission, or 
shall raise sedition, make or abett any mutiny or 
insurrection against the Government, or shall 
endeavour to destroy, or to deliver up any Port, 
Magazine, or place of strength, or any ship be- 
longing to the English to any their enemys what- 
soever, or shall offer any^affront to the Governour, 
or shall strike the Governour or any of the Coun- 
cell, or lay violent hands upon any of > them, or 
shall conspire to*imprison the Governoifr, or*any 
such like offence against the good and safety of 
the place and government, every such person or 
persons so offending, of whatsoever nation or 
religion, whither in tire Honorable Company’s 
service or not, he or t^Py shall Answer for every 
such offence before the Governour and Councell 
and shall suffer such paines and penaltys for the 
same as are apointed in these articles, or otherwise 
as to the Governour and Councell shall seeme 
meet and convenient, and as the quality and cir- 
cumstances of the offence shall mcritt. 

30. That these articles may be the better ob- 
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served, and thereby the Garrison and Government 
preserved in due order, the Govemour and Coun- 
cell having other weighty affairs to attend, have 
thought fitt and doe hereby order and apoint that 
there shall be a Councell of ‘three or more of the 
Cofrunission officers who shall sitt in some roome 
in the Fort every Tuesday at eight- of the clock 
in the forenoone and oftener as occasions require, 
and such Comnfission officers not under the num- 
ber of three, all being duely summoned by the 
Provost Marshall or one tor him, are hereby au- 
thorized and apointed to take cognizance of, and 
examine offenders against these orders, and to 
award the punishments accordingly as is herein 
afterward limited and apointed ; in which Couneell 
of officers, the Chief officer in degree of them pre- 
sent shall take the chaire, and the other officers 
sett according to their degrees, among whom the 
Provost Marshall is not to sett as one, and the 
Gentleman of the Armes shall always be the Clerke 
to tlte said' Councell of officers, and sett at the 
lower end of the table to enter their proceedings 
and sentences in a Booke to be kept in y e Port 
Register ; and if any of the Commission officers 
shall refuse or neglect to attend at the said Coun- 
cell, they shall forfeit t,heir pffice, or suffer such 
other penalty as the Governour and Couneell shall 
apoint. 

31. If any. offence or misdemeanour shall be 
committed by any officer or soldier, which is not 
mentioned in these articles, or which shall happen 
between one soldier and another of tliis Garrison, 
the said Commission officers are hereby authorized 
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ajad irapowered to take cognizance thereof, and 
award such fine or other punishment for the same 
as is reasonable and customary, and as to them 
shall seem meet ; but this Councell of officers 
shall not take cognizance of any action of debt 
or demand relating to the Civil government, .except 
any persons by consent of partys shall refer any 
such case^o their arbitrament. 

32. All offences o# a high nature and especial- 
ly being committed by any Commission officer, 
shall be tryed by the JGovernour and Councell, and 
the Councell of officers shall not sett upon any 
great offence without iirst acquainting the Gover- 
nour therewith and receive his allowance to pro- 
ceed thereupon ; and when they shall have agreed 
upon any sentence they shall send their clerke to 
inform the Governour t hereof ; and if any person or 
persons shall find themselves agrieved by the 
sentence of the Courjcell of officers, they shall and 
may appeal from the sayrne to the Goveimour and 
Councell, and Lhen the case shall # be heard and 
judged by them according to equity and the meritts 
of the offence ; but for small punishments for 
misdemeanours noe appeals arc allowed. 

33. Provided all ways that if any officer, sol- 
dier, or other peiSon of thj^ Garrison shall com- 
mit t any offence against* any of the inhabitants of 
the Towne, or other person that is not in Milita- 
ry imployment, or if any such person shall abuse 
a soldier or other person of the Garrison, and in 
all such cases where any officer, soldier or other 
person hath complaint or demand upon any person 
of the Garrison, c* any person demand upon a 
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soldier or officer, or other person of the Garmonri 
upon any action of debt, account, or such like rer 
luting to y® CiviJl Magistrate, the Councell of offi* 
cers are not to meddle therein, but y® Justice or 
Justices of the Choultry shalj. ^take cognizance 
thereof, and award such fine and punishment 
thereupon as to him or them shall seeme meet and 
agreeable to law and equity, soe allttoyd' as apeals 
are allowed from .such senCenee of tin? Justice or 
Justices to y® Court of Judicature, as was ordered 
the 18th March 1677-8. K 

84. And that all offenders against these orders 
may be duly punislit and thereby others restrayned 
from the like crimes, and soe the peace and tran- 
quility of the Garrison and inhabitants firmly 
Bellied, there is a Provost Marshall apointed, who 
by his commission and instructions is to take 
charge of, and safely to keepe all persons y* shall 
be committed to him, and to«. execute all sentences 
that shall be awarded by the Governour and Coun- 
ccll, or by the Justice or*Justices of the Choultry 
or by the Councell of officers, and to ‘doe all other 
things according to his said Commission and 
instructions ; and if the said Provost Marshall shall 
refuse to receive or keep any prisoner committed 
to his charge, or suffyr him to ’"tescape being once 
in liis custody, or dismiss' him '‘without order, he 
shall be lyable to the same punishment which 
should have been inflicted upon the party dis- 
missed or permitted to escape, or such other 
puuishmicnt as the Governour and Councell shall 
think fitt ; and if he shall be negligent or remiss 
in his office and through favour cr fear not execute 
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the punishments awarded as he shall be command- 
ed, for the first offence he shall be fiued a month’s 
pay, for the second, two months’ pay, and for the 
third be put out of his office, or otherwise punisht 
ns the Governour and ^ouncell shall think fitt. 

35. If any person being required by the sajd 
Marshall to assist him in the performance and 
execution of lift office according to his commission, 
shall disobey or refuse soe 4o assist ,the Marshall, 
he shall forfeit one month’s pay for the use of the 
poore for every such offenge and be further punisht 
as the circumstances and quality of the offence 
shall deserve _• and if the Marshall upon needful 
occasion shall require any officer to send *a guard 
for his assistance, and the officer refuseth soe to 
doe, the Marshall hath power to command the 
soldiers from the officer, and if any soldier refuseth 
to obey, such command of the Marshull, the officer 
and the soldiers shall botls be punished as aforesaid. 

36. The Provost Marshall hath authority of 
himselfc to take t.iy person that shall offend 
against these ord*ers and com mitt him to* prison or 
put him in irons, and then forthwith he shall ac- 
quaint the Governour of the whole fact, and from 
him receive orders to pi’esent the tryall of the of- 
fender either by the ftoveniou^and Councell, or 
by the Justices of the*Cliou!try, or by the Coun- 
cell of officers ; but if the Marshall shall commit 
any person upon his own head that is noe offender, 
for the advantage of his fees ordy, which is a day’s 
pay of the person committed, he shall bij fined for 
the same as the Governour and Councell shall 
apoint. 
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37. The Marshall is to give notice to the Go- 
vernour and Councell, to the Justice or Justices of 
the Choultry, and to the Commission officers 
upon every Councell and Court day, of all 
persons that are under his, custody, and have not 
received sentence, that the case may be examined 
without delay ; and he is also to acquaint the 
Govemour with the orders that hfe shall receive 
from the Justine or Justices of the Choultry, or the 
Councell of officers for the punishment of any great 
offenders before he executeth the same, and the 
Govemour and Councell may remitt the punish- 
ment or give such orders therein as thsy shall 
think expedient j but small punishments for mis- 
demeanours awarded by the Justice or Justices or 
by the Councell of officers, he may execute forth- 
with. 

38. These articles shall be read every month 
at the head of the Company by the Gentleman of 
the Armes upon taking the muster of the Garri- 
son the Inst day of every month (except it shall 
happen to be Sunday and then upon the day fol- 
lowing) to the end none may pretend ignorance 
thereof ; and all persons in the Honorable Com- 
pany’s pay in Military imployment in this Garri- 
son, are strictly charged find commanded to give 
due observance to these Orders, and not to act 
contraiy to the same upon paine of undergoing the 
penaltys apointed herein and suffering further dis- 
pleasure ; in confirmation whereof, we have here- 
unto sett, our hands and the Honorable Company’s 
seale, the 28th day of October, Anno ^Domini 
1678, and in the 30th yeare of the Baigne of Our 
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Soveraigne Lord Charles the Second, by the Grace 
of God, King of England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland, Defender of y e Faith, &c. 

The Pay Master is ^point- 
ed to collect the forfeitures 
to the Honorable Company, 
of which thfc Clerke to the 
Councell of Officers is to give 
him notice ; and the skid 
Clerke is apointed to collect 
the forfeitures for the ixjore, 
and to render the same with 
the account monthly to the 
Overseers of tne poore. 

(Signed) Streynsham Master, 
„ Joseph Hynmers, 

„ John Bridger, 

,, Timothy Wilkes. 

(Signed) John Nicits, Secretary . 

No. Y. Tiie whole account of the Reve- 
nues of this Town, for the year past, 
ending 31st Dedemrer, 1678. 


Petty Land customs . • Pagodas 344 4 1 

Com for Toll 10 26 3 

Share of Weighers 

duty „ 32 1 5 

Registering Houses and 

Saves „ 32 29 0 

Sea and Land customs. ,, 2,303 10 3 

For rent of 6 Gardens. ,, 5 18 0 

TheVarm of Licenses 
for selling Liquoas, 
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rented for Pagodas 
205 per annum, re~ 

ceivcd in part ,, 105 0 0 

Verona & Co., customs 
charged in January 
hist upon goods for , 

thp year before ,, 1,526 21 1 

Mintage duties. 

Honorable Company’s <. 

^old , 1,276 7 4 

Particular Cold 1,609 13 0 

Copper gash „ 13 18 3 

2,899 3 1 

Total Pagodas... 7,259 5 2 

Expcn ces of this Town for the same year. 

Charges, Garrison Pagodas 7,047 19 5 

„ General „ 2,179 16 2 

„ Dyett „ 1,729 13 4 

„ Cattle „ 231 21 0 

Merchandize. a... „ 783 17 2 

„ Building and repairs „ 1,077 3 1 


Total by the paymaster’s books.. „ 13,048 19 2- 

besides the chargos of Sallerys, Presents, Wines, Arrack, 
Corne, Powder, and Stores, &c. and the Pagodas 
1, 200, paid the King for his halfpart of the revenue. 

It is ordered that this book c^o now end. The copy 
to be sent home to th6 Honorable Company by the 


Ships, and a now one beguh. ° 

Memo. No. 

Ships and Vessels imported this year 32 

Christenings this year 13 

Marry ages this year 13 

Bury alls this year. 18 

Passes to ships and Vessels this year 17 

Passes to Men this year $ 
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No, VII. List of freemen living at Fort 
St. George Madraspatnam, January 
1678-9. 


1 


5 


10 


16 


William Jearaey, marry ed to a Dutch woman, 
Nathaniell CholiAley, 

Thomas Lucas, marryed to an English womifci, 
William Bellamy, his wife in England, 

John Stephenson, marryed to an English woman, 
Thomas Heath, • , 

Richarde Monke, marryed to a Mustek 
Thomas Moore, marryed to a Mustez, 

Robert Freeman, • 

Richard Abraham, 

Charles Metcalfe, 

Phineas Brewster, 

John Benson, 

Peter Rouland, 

John Humphry, 

William Taylor, marryed to an Englishman's 
daughter. 


List of English Women unmarryed . 


1 


5 


Elizabeth Smith, widow. 
Catherine Barker. 

Sarah Rowles, widow. 
Mary Gainsford. 

Mary Keeble, widow. 
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Abdul Labby, i. 379, 400 ; 

ii 12. 

Abdulla Khan, ii. 187, 246,* 
263, 268, 317, 326. 

Abdul Nabbee Khan, ii. 

374 ; iii. 1*14, 124. 

Abdul Hassan, i. 82, 100, 
113, 164 ; ii. 185. 
Abyssinia, iii. 275 note. 
Acheen, i. 388 ; ii. 6. 
Addison, Mr. Gulston, ii. 

108, 113, 115* 
Addison, Mr- Joseph, ii. 

1 15 . 

Adventurers* Sfcogk, i. 216. 
Afghans, i. 15, 162 ; ii. 248, 

■ 253 note, 375. 

Aga Mokeem, ii. 99, 126, 
296, 380. 
Agra,i. 71 ; ii. 94, 188, Hy . 
Ahasuerus, i. 3. 

Ahznedn uggur, i. 94 ; *ii. 

93. 

Aix la Chapelle, iii. 406, 
411. 

Ajmeer, ii. 251. 

Akbar, i. 16, 186. 

Aldermen, i. 198,225, 243 ; 
ii. 11, 217 ; iii.*23- 


Alford, Mr. Henry, i. 131. 
Alimerdy Khan, i. 261, 271. 
Amboyna, i. 19. 
Ameer-ul-Omrah — seeHus- 
seiri Ali Khan. 
Anawarodeen Khan, iii. 
183, 279, 387, 845, 352, 
857, 368, 371- 
Anconah — see Goodee An- 
conah. 

Andee Chetty, ii. 62 ; iii. 71. 
Anjengo, i. 824 ; iii. 36. 
Anne, Queen, ii. 11, 217. 
Antioch, ii. 82. 

Arabs, ii. 4 ; 57. 

Arcot, i. 310; ii. 162, 183. 
242, 387, 417 ; iii. 114, 
179, 193, 221, 279, 865. 
Armaghum, L 19, 87. 
Armenians, i. 220, 224, 
262# 821 ; ii. 36, 67, 121, 
• 368 ; iii. 320. 

Araee, iii. 280. 

Assessment, i. 153 ; ii. 18 ; 

iii. 2. 

Assid Khan, i. 263, 367, 
386, 403 ; ii» 30, 94, 193. 
Assurance office, i. 207. 
Attinga, i. 325 ; iii. 36. 
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Augustus Caesar, i. 22. 
Aurungabad, ii. 188, 374. 
Aurungzebc, i. 18, 28, 68, 
71, 99, 162, 164, 179, 
245, 299, 315, 360 ; ii. 
13, 37, 93. 

Ava, ii. 147, 349. 

Ava, Lord — see Erskine, 
Mr. 

Azeet Singh, ii. 250, 320. 
Azim Shah, ii. 93, 244. < 


Baber, i. 16. 

Bahar, ii. 251, 258. 
Bahauder Khan, i. 346, 
399; ii. L9, 100; iii. 154. 
Bahauder Shah— see Shah 
Aulutn. 

Baillie, Capt. Robert, iii. 

270* 

Baiee Row — see Peishwa. 
Baker, Mr. Aaron, ii. 79. 
Balaghaut, iii. 239. 
Balasore, i. 32 ; ii. 127. 
Ballajeo Bajpe Row, iii. 224. 
Bangalore, iii. 125. 

Bank, Madras, i. 134. 
Bantam, i. 4, 9, 30, 34. 
Barnet, Capt., iii. 365, 385. 
Bashaw of Judda, ii. 4 ; iii. 

c 56. 

Batavia, i. 4, 157, 197, 
327 ; iii. 365. 
Bencoolen, i. 149; iii 143, 
159. 

Bengal, i. 32, 73, 133, 158, 
184, 210,, 226, 313 ; ii. 
88, 128, 186, 244 ; iii 
116, 357. 


Bentinck, Lord William, i, 
184. 

Behyon, Mr. Richard, ii. 
187, 350, 3«8, 402 ; iii. 
137, 151, 163, 189, 197, 

218, 240,246,258, 279, 
299, 320, 326. 

Bertie, Lord Thomas, iii. 

375, 388. 

Bhonslay, the family of, i. 

94. 

Bijanaggur, i. 93 ; ii. 162. 
Bijapore, i. 27, 79, 96, 127, 
163.; ii. 93, 191. 
Black Town, i. 54, 91, 155, 

219, 264, 303 889 ; ii. 
229, 274, 341 ; iii. 4, 71, 
192, 209, 225, 257, 322, 
405. 

Bombay, i. 101, 124, 214 ; 

ii. 110, 264 ; iii 22, 66. 
Boulton, Capt. Richard, 
# iii. 99. 

Bourbon, iii. 39. 

Budda Sahib, iii. 236. 
Burhampoor. ii. 188, 253. 
Burton, Mr. Augustus, ii. 
298 ; iii. 96, ■ 102, 133, 
189, 205. 

Buxee, King’s, i. 318, 376 ; 

ii. 35. 


Cabul, ii. 93 ; iii. 184. 
Calcutta, i. 173 ; ii. 128, 
214, 267 ; iii- 22, 42. 
Campbell, Mr. Colin, iii. 

14, 21. 

Candahar, iii 184. 
Canterbury, ii. 177. 
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Carnatic, i, 71, 358 ; ii. 44, 
149, 215 ; iii, 114, 136, 
223. 

Cashmere, i. 71. 

Cassa Verona, i. 80, 88, 
112, 115, 287.; ii. 6J. 
Cavendish, i. 5. 

Cawn Bux, i. 263, 314 ; ii. 

93, 107, 130. 

Ceylon, i. 30, 75, 227, 401 ; I 
ii. 145.*' 

Chamber, Sir Thomas, i. 

160. 

Chandragheri, Rajah of, £ 
21, 72. 

Charles II, i. 2, 27, 33, 55, 

* 73, 134, 139. 
Charles, Prince, iii. 89. 
Charnock, Mr., i. 210, 214, 
Cheen Kulick Khan— see 
N izam-ul-Mulk. 
Chengleput, i. 83, 180,182. 
Chennapatanam — see Ma- 
dras. 

Chetty caste, ii. 22°, 232, 

- 239, 329* 
Chicklis Khan — seeNizam- 
ul-Mulk. 

Child, Sir Josiah, i. 124, 
137, 150, 173, 194, 205, 
921 * 

China, i. 12, 222, 340 i ii. 

32, 384, 402, 433. 
Chindadreepettah, iii. 128, 
146, 289. 

Chinnatumbee Moodeliar, 
i. 352 ; iii. 129, 145. 
Chittagong, i. 71, 173, 209. 
Chola, the Kingdom of, i. 

22, 59 ; ii»152. 


Chunda Sahib, iii. 140, 155, 
179, 223, 232, 237. 
Chungatnon Port, i. 291. 
Church, St. Mary’s, i. 104, 
107, 152, 266, 298 ; ii. 
124. 

Clive, Robert, i. 119 : iii. 

347, 385, 404, 406. 
Clyde, Lord, iii. 14. 

Coja Naina Tulla Khan, iii. 

328. 

Coja Panous, i. 221, 329. 
Coja Petrus, ii. 369 ; iii. 

186, 298. 
Cojee Seerhaud, ii. 240, 
2 £5, 256, 265. 
Collet, Mr. Joseph, ii. 181, 
214, 235, 237, 273, 282, 
290, 296, 304, 310, 314, 
316. 

Collet’s Pettah, ii. 315 ; iii. 

118, 127- 
Colloway Chetty, i. 331 ; 

' ii. 50, 104, 229, 238. 
Comatee Caste, ii. 228, 232, 
238. 

Comet, Newton's, i. 123. 
Common Wealth,, i. 31. 
Conas, the Dutch Gover- 
nor, i. 368. 
Conimere, i. 217, 231, 368. 
Conj8veram, i. 22, 103, 175, 
182 ;ii. 91, 430; iii. 118, 
195, 302. 

Constantinople, ii. 7, 289 ; 

iii. 58, 66. 

Contract, i. 221 ; ii. 408. 
Cooke, Mr. Ttfomas,ii. 352, 
856. 

Coom, River, i. 253. 
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Cornwall, Capt. Henry, ii. 

141, 146, 428. 

Courtney, Capt. Hercules, 
ii. 170, 176 note. 

Court of Directors, i. 6, 35, 
89,47,72, 80, 88, 101, 
120, 124, 134, 186, 150, 
173, 194, 221, 247, 249, 
317 ; ii. 48, 83, 132, 180, 
808, 350, 384, 432 ; iiL 
3, 30, 85, 112, 130, 177, 
233,341,887,406, 411. 

Covelong, i. 179 ; ii. 36, 
388. 

Cromwell, Oliver, i. 18, 29. 

Cuddalore,i Y 148,246, 296, 
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